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BKIG^IIT LEOACY. 

Descendants of I Ii-nry Briglit, jr., wlio died at Water- 
town, Mass., in i'xS'>,are entitled to hold scholarships in 
Harvard College, established in iSSo under the will of 

JONATHAN BROWN BRIGHT 
of Waltliam, Mass., with one half the income of this 
Legacy. Such descendants failing, other persons are 
eligihle to the scholarships. The will requires that 
this announcement sliall be made in everv book added 
to the Library uii^er its provisions. 
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TU THE 

MASTER, WARDENS, 

AND THE 

Ulemftevv of He Court of AimH§UM§, 

Gentlemen, 

In presenting to yon the following 
pagesy I ought, perhaps, to express some diffidence 
at the reception they are likely to meet with, and 
to make a multitude of apologies for the inefficient 
mode in which I have executed my undertaking. 
All this I would willingly do were I an author by 
profession, or even by pretension; but, as 1 am 
neither the one or the other, I shall content myself 
with saying that I have endeavoured to do my best. 
I am conscious that my work abounds with faults, 
both of omission and commission; but, when I 
assure you that it has been executed at those 
intervals which my avocations left me, and that, 

a 
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DEDICATION. 



from the nature of the subject, it was impossible 
for me to derive assistance from any one, you will, 
I am surej peruse its contents with that feeliug of 
indulgence which I claim at your hands. I felt 
the strongest interest on the subject, and it was 
natural I should do so, considering that it treats of 
the origin and progress of the most ancient of the 
twelve Companies of London, a Company now 
composed of individuals in whose society I have 
passed some of the most pleasing hours of my life, 
and from whom I have received so many proofs of 
kindness and of friendship. 

With every feeling of gratitude and attachment 
I now present to you the result of my researches 
into the histoiy and transactions of your prede- 
cessors ; and I subscribe myself, 

Gentlemen, 
Your obliged friend and servant, 

J. B. HEATH. 
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Thb Grocers* Company is the most ancient of the 

twelve great Compauies of London ; and as it was, ao- 
doubtedly, the firat commemal Corporation e?er known in 
England, and one from which sprung, in aflertimes, some 
of our greatest mercantile establishments, it has frequently 
been a fionroe of surprise and of regret* that there should 
exist no account of the origin and proceedings of this 
venerable body. Iq the year I689» Mr. EavenhiU, their 
Clerk, at the period when the destruction of their property 
by the fire of Loudon had placed them in a situation of 
difficulty, published, what he termed ** The Company's 
Case," to which he annexed *' A short Account of the 
«• Grocers." The object of " Tke Cage" was, to demon- 
atrate to the world, that the Company had acted towards 
their creditors in the most honourable manner, and that 
their inability to meet their engagements at that period, 
arose from circumstances o^er which they bad no control, 
and principally from the want of faith on the part of those 
who had borrowed, or rather extorted from them, their 
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PREFACE. 

foDds. Mr. Ravenhiir s Account of the Compani/ consists 
of a dozen pages, very superficially writteD, aad compoaed 
entirely or materials gathered from Slowe^ and from otber 
anthors who had obtaiucd their scanty informatiun from 
tradition, without any reference to the early records of the 
Company, of the existence of which Mr. Ravenhiil appears 
to have been ignorant. Mr, Bridgnian, the Clerk in 1792, 
was the first person who ascertained that the records and 
joomals of the Company were in a complete state ; and he 
was charged by the Court of Assistants to collect and 
arrange them in chronological order. He compiled, at the 
sametime» a mannscript book, containing extracts from 
the earlier ordinances and reguhitions by which the Com* 
pany were governed, a few lists of the names of the 
original members, and some portions of the City charters, 
but he made no attempt at a history of the Company. 
I ought to state, tha^ the service he rendered in making 
the above compilation, is in great measure neutralized by 
the ineparable injury he has inflicted on the first volame of 
the records, (written partly in Norman fVench and partly 
in old English), by transcribing on its margins his own 
noden version of the text 

Since T was first enrolled as a liveryman of this ancient 
Society, I have constantly lamented the want of a history, 
which conld make the members acquainted with their 
origin, as well as with the principal events in which the 
Grocers' Company have been engaged since their forma- 
tion into a corporate body, and render them fiuniliar with 
the lives and actions of those distingnished and illnstrions 
personages whose names are inscribed on Jthe records. 
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During the year 1 bad the honour of presiding as Master 
of the Compaoy, it became a part of my duty to inspect 
the joanials with the view of confirming the correctness of 
the list of those Lord Mayors of London who had been 
members of the Company, and whose coats of arms were 
destined to adorn the Court-room at Grocers' Hall. In 
the coarse of my researches, I discovered materials which, 
if carefnlly digested and arranged, would furnish all the 
information requited, and 1 perceived a series oi names 
calculated to shed the brightest lustre on the City of 
London. Urged on by this discovery, I formed a plan for 
devoting my leisure hours to the arrangement of a History 
of the Company which I proposed to divide into three 
parts ; first, an Account of the Hall itself, and of the prin- 
cipal events of which it has been the scene ; second iy, a 
brief History of the Company ; and lastly, Biographical 
Sketchesof its most Eminent and Distini^iiisbed Members. 
The latter portion of the work encreased upon me so much 
88 I advanced, that it became necessary to select the most 
distingiiished names for the prosecution of my purpose, 
and simply to register the others; for, had I done justice 
to all the indtviduab whose names grace the Grocers* list 
of Lord Mayors, I could have collected materials for 
another volume. As I proceeded, I found that the 
various specimens of early Wardens' accounts, of the 
details respecting the Irish Estate, &c. if incorporated in 
the narrative would impede the regularity of its course, and, 
therefore, I preferred adding a fourth part to the work, in 
the shape of an Appendix, in which they all appear in 
chronological order. 



PRUFACB. 

Id the compotilion of tbif work I do not preBmne to 

lay cUim to much origioal matter ; the records have tur- 
oiBhed me with the lobitaoce of mj AeeomU of th§ Com- 
pany, and I had only in addition to search for collateral 
ioformatioQ to iilustrate certaio poiots which, otherwise, 
would baTO been obscure. The Histories of Eu^and, of 
London, and the old Cliroiiicles furnished me with all I 
sought ; and, for the Biography, I had recourse to Couuty 
Histories, to the Joumab of botli Houses of Parliament, to 
records in the public offices, and to old tracts. 

I DOW lay the work before my brethren of the Company, 
and should it have the good fortune to receiTO their appro- 
bation, I shall esteem the time I devoted to its coiU[jusi> 
tioD as having been well employed, and hold myself amply 
rewarded for the labour I have bestowed upon it. 
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THE HALL. 

" If any think those Halls were built merely for feaeUiiK and enter- 

tainmfnt (or at the most but for pompc) they are much di-ceived. 
'* Certainly they were both intended and improved to higher and better 
" uses." — RoUe'a Burning <ff London, part iii. p. 66. 

Before I proceed to the history of this most ancient and 
hoDOurable Company, it will not, I imagine, be deemed 
superfluous that I shoald make a few observations respect- 
ing^ the locality now occupied by the Grocers' Hall, and * J 
detail, briefly^ the principal events of which it has been the 
scene. The eariier part of the safaject is neoessarily in- 
▼olTed in some obscnrity ; but I ha?e reason to belicTe, 
considering the sources from which I have derived my 
informatioD, that the following narrative may be relied ' 
upou. 

The first trace discoverable in the early records is that of The Site, 
a synagogue, wbicb, before the expulsion of the Jews ironi 
i^lngland, in 1291» occupied a portion of the site of the 
present Hall, and which, after that event, was obtained 
and converted into a chapel by a religious society, called 

B 
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* Fratres de Saccd, or de pen 'ttentid Jesu Christi, or, in 
the familiar phraseology of the time, Uie Brethren of (he 
Sack, These friars, so named from wearing sackcloth^ 
sabflisted, like the Capnehuis of the order of St. Francis* 
extant to thut day in Italy and in Spain, entirely by begging. 

They first came to London A«D, 1257, and aetded 
without Aldersgato ; bnt King Henry III. in the 56th year - 
of his reign, gave them the Jews* Synagogue on the south 
side of Lothbury, where they continued until their order 
was dissolved by the council of Lyons, A.D. 1307. It was 
there decreed ** that the mendicants should not receive into 
" their order any others save the Preachers, Minors, and 
** Carmelites; but that they had license to enter into reli- 
** gions or societies of laiger rale/* From this time forth 
all mendicant friars began to decrease, and* except the 
preaching friars, were hi a dhert lime brought to. nothing. 

The brethren above mentioned purchased the capital 
mansion of John Le Rus^ opposite the chapel of St Ed- 
mund ; but because that messuage was of the fee of the 
** Canons of Baruwell, prior John of Baiuwell hindered 
** their being put into possession ; on which John he Rus, 
** with the Brethren of the Sack, came to the said prior 
** and, on his request, obtained permission of the said John 
** for them tp have it.** 

I« tJie leign of Heniy III. tbe Lord Fitzwalter, f here*, 
ditaiy diasteUain banneset, or standardphearer of Loadm , 
Hmm residing at Baynasd's Castle^ prayed the king that th» 
Brelbrea of the> Sack might asngn the said chapel to him^ 
or» in plainer torms, that. Ihey mighft be expelled finm it 
Tbe^foiily mansion of the li^rd FitsBwaker, it appeals/ 

• « Eodfiii tempoco Haws ovdo. SMiSOTlt Lomliai de quibopdMi ft*^ 
tribuB ignotis at nom pravisiB, quia saccis hicedeb«nt indnti, FmfnB 

SmH YveahantvLT.**— Matthew Paris, 1257. 

f Stowe, edit. 1633, p. 288. Newcourt, p. 516. Tanner, p. 316. 

J FitzwHlter's houtso, in Coneyhope-lano, seems tn liave been the same 
as i& mcnUoned umler the name ul Uie siom- house, iti the Jewry, which in 
the reiga of King John belonged to Heredci, the Jew, and was first 
^nated by tflftt aoRMiutth to VUIiam Earl of Surrey, the Utle of which 
^nnt is ia the-^leudar of tiie €harter«folla in tiio Tower. 



Digitized by Google 



THE HALIi' 



jomed this building, tkd poMefluen of which was eonsidered 
eotitettieBt to faioiy and therefore, as the ohfonicles state, 
the request was granrted ; but oa the eonditioD thaH hO 
flhottid mmntaift two ohaplains ftft tbfir daSj pisrfeniMMioe 
^ ordltiBe s6rriee.''«' 

In the year 1411,- durng the iteign of Henry V. a de« 
floeHdanf of the said lord sold the chapel to the Oroc^rs* 
Company for the sum of 320 marks, aud, in tlie sobsc- 
qaient ler^, the family mansion also became the property 



of the Company, who, liavin*^ borrowed great sums of 
money for the purpose, bnilt their hall upon its site. 

Pennant and other writers affirm that this house, after 
being ased as the residence of sandry chief magistratea of 
London, who kept thehr mayoralties there, degenerafed 
nto an Inn^f known in the time of Ben Jonson aa ike 
WmdmM Inn, in iht OldJmor^, and celebrated by him % 
aa the favotnte leaort of the roiat6r»and '* maater-spirit^ 
of those days. 

" Revellers, wljose lawless joy 
*' Pains the a&^e ear and hurts the sober eye." || 

The precise identity of the spot is dilhcult to establish, but 
it is certain that the ground occupied by ihe Windmill 
became, and is still, the property oi' thr Grocers* Company. 
The fact itself is of little importance, and any further in- 
quiry respecting it would be attended with no satisfactory 
lesnlt. Every trace of ihe Windmill has long since disap- 
iMffedy its orgiea are remembered only in the pages of the 
dnmaBMl^ and the votoe of riot and debanchery, which 

• In the original the grant is worded as foUow« : — " Quod possint 
datie capeHam «imub> itt ColcinBii Strete, qua) dudum fuit synagoga 
« Jndaonun, RobMb lUo Walteri, iCa quod ItaTeniat doM eapellahos 
divina siDgulii> dicliM 06l«bz«tiiiot.''— P«t. St. edit I. p.l. id.16. 

Tol. XV ii. 

t " This place, first a synagog:up, then fi friery, then n noblcman'a 
house, then a inercharit'<; house wherein mayoralties Were kept^ and at 
last a tavern.** — Arclwoiogia, vol. iii. p. 125. 

f- S^e the cdrtiedy of " Every Man in Lis Humour." 

jj Pope*s Odyssey. 




B 2 




u 



i€ 
f i 

€4 
4t 
t€ 
4i 



4 COMPANY OF GROCERS. 

once filled its chambers, is silent, and has given place to 
the more sober festivity which the hospitality of the Com* 
paoy occasioQaliy calis forth at the Hall. 
The Hall* The first foundinn^ and building of Grocers' Hall took 
place io the year 14S7, and, as the details are preserved in 
the CompaDy's records, I iDsert them ?erhatim. 

John de Wellys, Alderman and goTemonr, John Mel- 
bonme . John Olyye . Mantres. 

** Rbmembrange — that in here (their) tyme, that is 
to wite the viij dai of Mai in the yeere of our Lord 
** M.cccc.XXVU — was the furste stoon ieyd of the Gro- 
ceres Place in Conyhoope-lane* in the Warde of Chepe, 
ther being present our worshipefull Aldermen Thomas 
Knolles, William Cambridge, John de Welly s, Rogere 
Otely and maney othir» and fro the seide viij dai of May 
onto the day of here .acoonnte (that Is to witen the ▼ 
day of Jnyn nextfollowyog) was maade the fonndement 
of the West gabylende of the Halle, with the ground, 
** wlaeh eoste as it followeth; The wich be here ac- 
" counte to, 

£ 

" For iwritten Sm.«» 77 8 7 

Alsoe payd in the same yeere for the 
" purchase of y* place 214 6 8 

£ 

« Sm.* 290 15 3." 

Then follows a list of sixty-three names of persons, with 
the amounts contributed by them towards the building; 
among them is 

William Se?enoke «. .. .. .. ; £6 18 4 

& of diverse persones ikaliyd AwMlBm } 
'* to the glazyog of the parlore J 

•** Grocers' Alley was of old tyme called ' Coney-hope lane/ of the 
*' sign of three coneys which hung over a poolterer's stall at the lane's 
end; within tbie lane sUuidelh the Graoen* Ha]L"-H8teiiw»s Amle «f 
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In 1428 Is another entiy in the books to declaie the 
completion of the Hal! ; it is thus worded 

*' in the name of Jhu. Will.'m Cambrlgge Alderman 

" and Governour. Wiil.*m Wetenbale aod John Godyn— 

Maistres. 

" Remembrance that iu here tyme, that is to wite, 
" fro the V**" day of Juin iu the yeer of our I^oord Jhu 
M.CCCC.XX.VIJ untothe VJdaiof Juillij M.cccc.XX.ViU 
" was alle the foundement of the Halle fully imade, except 
" the foundetnent of the west gabiU ende as it apperitb in 
** John Chyle and Melbourne* tyme. Alsoe in the seide 
'* WiU/m Wetenhalle and John Godyn tyme, alle the dores 
in the halle fully maad, set up and iclosid* Itm. the 
walle atte seid west gabilende was maad X fote in 
heyghte above tbe watir table ; alsoe the walle atte est 
** gabill ende was maad ix lute and a half above the seide 
water table in heyghte. Alsoe the walle on tSiu nortfj 
** syde atte parlore ende xxvij fote in lengthe, was 
** maad to the fulle length that is to wite xxilij fote 
" above the seide watir-table, with the dore into the 
parlore and ii wyndowes into the chapeie and alle 
the femenant of the seide walle was maade x fote in 
•* heigfate abo?e the seide watir*table« Alsoe the cres- 
table on the seide north syde of the halle was maad and 
" layd on." 

" Alsoe the walle on the south syde joynyng to the 
*• south dore was maad XXJ fote in lenf^tli and v fote in 
'* heighte above the seide watir-table and so from them ys 
" xlvillJ fote in length unto the west gabill ende is the 

seide walle maade unto the watir-table and the said 
" watir-table ilaid on. Alsoe the foundement of the boterye 

and pantrye was take and maad ; alsoe in the seyde yeer 

was beginne and full maade the fonndement of the par* 
*' lore and chambre with the *^aMte, chemeneys Sc previes 
" and the seide parlore and the tresance lattisid, glazid 

and seiyd Nvitii othir necessariis as it aperith, wich coste 

• Vault. 
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•* Id hate tymes, as it aperith pleynelybe heDe mii^io,^ as 
*« foUowyth— 

"Sm.'^. £606.10'' 

a 

The following are a few of the items paid by the fellow- 
ship of Grocers towards the building ; they are curious, inas- 
much as they show the great difiference betweeo tb© pnces 
of that period and those of our own times t — > 

" For chaike and stooD and oavtage • . , £18 11 5 

ff Farlyme... ^ 4 8| ^ 

** tande and loom. 10 6 6 

** Mason's weages with maistre mason's 

" rewarde . . 5 9 U 

** Tymber with the coste and cariage . . 48 5 G 
Carpenter's weages with the maistre 

carpenter's reward 50 8 4i 

Makyng of the celonr, the batenients 
& kervyiog of the keyys in the 
parlpre and IresancQ vithouten 
and in the baje wyndowe of tho 
** ehambfo vifh werie boards and 
^* lattioi&s in the seyde pariore and 

ohambro 10 8 8 

" To dawbers 2 18 8 

<' For expences and costis maad on ouie 

** gardyne 1 0 0 

•f P^yde for the new yypes that is sette 

** byfore the pariore wyndours,, 0 13 4 
Unwroughte Stapylton stoono; leidy 
«f lieve for the saame for wyndowes, 
*^ iryndaw jamb^ and sills. Cres- 
' table mesth.^ instoon hewn for 
tbesowtbqrdeofthebBllOf ashler, 
*^ coyncj skowfagge, chaike, 0i4t- 

•* tyles and estriche boardc 38 2 11 

** For costages of the gardyne As. Sd. 
" and by the hand of John Godyn 
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for makyng ol flu Erbcr,* carv- 
yng newe rayliog off alle the 
vynes and gardyne 



£887 



The finishing of the Hall appears to have bron coUv 
brated by a dinner ; tor, under date of the 5th i^'ebruarjTj 
1428, is found the foUowiog entry, 



«< 



For the fyrate dynner imade in the 
*' pailm tootireAJdeniienandothir 
«• many wortfaie men of the felli* 



shipp*'. 



£5 0 8 



Five yean afterwards, in 1483, the Company increased 
thmt properly about the Hall, aa, it seems, they paid for 
** the pnTchaiyog the remaynder of the voide gronnde, 
" snmtyme the Lord Fitswalter^s Halle, £SL . 17 . 8," and The 
with it enlarged their garden. I find, on examination of ^"^^ 
the accounts of expenditure, that they took great pleasure 
in their garden, on the cultivation and adurnmcnt of which 
they spent considerable sums : the item of " costys at our 
" gardyns" is of yearly occurrence ; iind, no doubt, it was 
kept in a perfect state, for, to the begiuuing of the seven- 
teenth century, it was resorted to by the inhabitants of the i 
neighbourhood, and, indeed, by the citiaens at large, as a ' 
place of reoreation.f It is described as containing alleys, ^* 
be%e»n>ws, and a bowling-alley, with an anoient tower, of 
atone and brick at the north-west comer, which, probably; 
was part of the ^^"ion Y thg ^Fite wahers, and , in that 
case, was. the old^ building within the walls^r city. | 
There must have been some pecuniary adviuitagcs derivaWe 
from the custody of the garden ; for, in the month of April, 
1574, ** Thomas Hervey, our clerk," say the Ordinances, 
** was humble suitor to have the keepioge of the garden ; 



• Arbour. 

t Malcolm's History of London. 
I Narthouck'8 HiBtory of London. 
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nvbose suit being- considered of, hoping that he will keep 
** it in better order than of late it hath been, finding all 
" plants, seeds, powles, and other things thereto belong* 
'* ing, it is agreed that be shall have the accustomed 
«* stipeiid for keepiogpe of the same^ which is i£8. 6w 8, 
** upon condycyon that he shall not suffer any comiiiOB 
** bowling there» bot only for brothers of the Conpanie 
** and fonre or five ancient neyghbors dwellyng in the 

Powlterie.** 

The clerk, however, does not appear to have attended 
much to this caution; for, in 1584, his negligence called 
forth the following remonstrance ; ** The Court being 
** informed that the clerk of the Confffanie did suffer to 
'* play at cards and tables in the tower, and alsoe in his 
*' owne house, which was not tboagbt good or convenient 
** to be any longer suffered or permitted, he was charged 
" thenceforth not to suffer such like playing, unlesse upon . 
" the stone, in the garden, but in no secret place, & that 
" no man should bowl in the garden unlesse of the Com- 
*< panie or some of the honest k. ancient neigbboms 

dwelling near about, and no cominoo bowling to be per- 
" mitted in any wise." 

My conjecture of some jjecnniary advantn^-e accruing' 
from the g^arden to the officers of the Company is founded 
on the following passage, inserted in the books in Joiy^ 
1601; " The keepinge of the garden being most freely 
" and lovingly granted to Richard Gongh, clerk of this 
*' Companie, with att /ees, hwrbes, and proJiU ihtremio 

hehngynge, leservinge onlie to Bichard Tomkins, the 
** beadle, the keepinge of the bowling alley with the bene* 
" fit thereof daring pleasure, on the condition that he suffer 
** no other companie to repair Iht retoc but brothers of the 
** Companie and neighbours of houest reputation within 
** the parish, whereby the p^arden may not be damnified 
** nor any disorder had, and after bis death to return to the 

clerk as heretofore.'' 

The garden remained unchanged until 1798, when the 
present Hall was commenced ; its dimensions were ^then 
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contracted by the incrrased size of the buildings, and a 
still farther alteration took place in 1802, when the Bank 
of £DgIaDd was extended to its present boandarief to 
the east of Prince's Street. The new carriage-entrance 
opened in this street in 1627, during the Mastership of 
Fiedeiick Benjamin King, Esq. has procured for the 
Company a facility of ingress and egress, the want of which 
had been felt for nuiny yean. 

Among other appendages attached to the Hall was an The Ar- 
armoury, regularly supplied with weapons offensive and "•"y* 
defensive, and which seems to have been resorted to by the 
city authoriUes in all cases of actual or apprehended tumult. 
The period of its first establishment does not appear in the 
books ; for» although the earliest notice of it is in 1558, 
it is clearly demonstrated that it had existed some time 
before. Under date of the 24th August of that year, is 
an entiy, shewing that '* John Edwyn, armourer, had a 
** granteof Ids. 4d, yeerly from the Companie for kepinge 
of the haraesse and other thinges in the armorye made 
unto Imn the 2(> daic of April 1555, and liaving since 
well and honestlie kept the said armorye iii good order 
and read vuesse whenever it might be retiuired, it was 
agreede, on accounte of the armes in the said armorye 
being more than it was when said wages were graonted, 
that the said Edwyn should have 12d. a daie for every 
daie's worke he should doe in bymyrahing and dressyng 
" of alio the hamesse then lemainuig in the house, over 
** and above the 13s. 44*" Besides the arms and ham$u§, 
the Company was at times called upon to furnish ammuni- 
tion and even men, both for military and naval service, as 
appears by the following extracts: — ** In July 1557, the' 
** Wardens were to provide 60 good, sadd and hable 
men to be souldcrears, whereof 2 to be horsemen, well 
horsed and armyd, 20 of them to be harqnebusiers or 
archers, 20 to bear pykes, and 18 to be bilimen, all 
well barnyahed and weponed, mete and convenient, 
aocordynga to the appoyntment of our Soveraiue Xiorde 
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^ M Jjidye tfce King's and Qaeene^s Majestie; asweM 
for the aaeoritie of idie Qaeene'i liiglinefli' moat royal 
^* person, as for the svretie and satcg uatfde of their kigh^ 

nesse's chambre and citie of London and the reflistannce 
of such malitious attempts as may happen to be made 
^* against the fame by anny foraigne enemie.** 

In 15ti2, a precept from the Lord Mayor directs 
** XXXV good, apte and talie personnes to be souldgear% 
' " ' xziv of whom to be armed with corselettes and wea* 
*' poned with pykei or bills.** Another, in orders 
men " of honeste hehaTioure'' to be profided to serve 
tbe Qneien, each to be well and snffioiently fomyshed 
with, a jerkyn and a paire of galley slopps of erode 
** clothe, cal3nrer matches withflaskes, a morion, a sworde 
and a dagger, and every of them to be paid Sd. for 
presse money to marche against the rebels in the northe.** 
Deposit of Shortly after, it was thought necessary that a store of 
5w/*^' gunpowder should be kept by the different Companies in 
London^ to be in readiness in case of need ; and, accor- 
dingly, on the 7th of Jane, 1574, the Lord Mayor, in 
pursuance of an order reoeived from the Queen's Council 
signified, that oertaine provysion of gonpowder sfaonld 
be nadoi to remain within the citie, as well for the 
" better defence thereof in times of peryl and daenger, 
as well as for present service of the same, if uued re- 
1 quired ; that this and the other Companies should, after 
•* the rateable and proportionable allotment, provide their 
shares thereof; the same to be kept in their owne hawls 
or other convenient pkuses, viz^ 14 fyrkins of the gun- 
** powder called come powder, every lyrkin to containe 
#0 pounds nett/at thO' leas(, and see much more as 
should be thought goode by them*" 
• The only <mtrilMition made to Queen Elisabeth's ftai;y 
appears under date of June 1578 ; and, I am afiaid, a 
Uttle violence and compulsion were resorted to on the' 
occasion, for I iiiid the order **to provide 15 men lor her 
Mi^estie's shippos," followed by the entry of a payment 
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to mtj qhsmber of jS8» 19*4 for 15 Uev ootos iii|id« 
fiar the 15 aen ipjltcA itwrf prmad thk Oomspmrn 
to serf e 1ft the Qaeoo's Majwtie'* diippes," 
Entries rebting to tbe keeping up the armovry, the loon 

of arms to the city, aod the stock of gunpowder, are 
continued in tbe records from time to time till the \i;rv'dt 
fire of London in 1666, when all mention respecting them 
ceases. So much importance was attached to the powder 
t^iag kept io good order that it was occasionaUy sold, and 
ii^aced by daaik. In July 1609* part of tbe stook of 
goofiowder was disposed to pmeot spoiliog« at the 
prine of £8 per cwt and the Company credited for tbe 
produce, which was £30.5.6» In Jannary 1650, the 
removal of the powder from the turret was reBoIved upon 
by the Oourt, in consequence of tbe lamentable accident 
*' which latelie happened and it was placed in some 
more remote part of the building. The accident alluded 
to "W'js the explfision of 27 barrels of powder at a ebip- 
chandler's in Tower-street, which blew up GO houses, witb 
their inhahttaatiy and caused an enormous destruction of 
prdpertyt as well as of human life.* 

The finrowmblesituatioo of Groceit' Hali, being in the The tthii 
veiy centre of the dty, rendered it a most eligible place ^vJ^^cV 
for holding meelinga and assemblies, and the Company 
availed themselves of tbe adfantage. It was frequently 
let for festivals, as I find an entry in 1564 setting forth 
that " Mr. Mallorie, souue to the Lord Mayor, and others, 
<* praied the Wardens to have tbe use of the common 
'* hall, parlore, and kitchyn of Grocers' Hall, on Fryday 

9 februarye, to make a supper to divers gentlemen o\ 
" Gray's Inne, for the great amitie betweene them am 
*i ihe Middle Temple gents/' which was agreed to; tbeh' 
sane not to be taken as a precedent hereafler* In the 
eoane ef tune, some abuses appear to have aiisen in 
this system of letting, for, in 1640, it was ordeied that» 

*«Maitlaiid's History of London, vol. i. p. 420. 
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" for the fatnre, tbe Company's Hall shall not be lent ot 
'* made use of by stran^^ers for buriabi, oonntry feasts, and 
the like, witboot leave of the Wardens;" and, in 1078; 

tbe Company's officers made a formal complaint that, 
though they had the care and responsibility ot the Hall 
and its appurtenances when it was let to strangers for 
dinners, funerals, country feasts, or wedding's, they were 
oftentimes excluded ; wheieupon it was ordered that, in 
'* future, the Hall is nerer to be let for such purposes, 
*' unless the officers are retained and employed/' The 
amount of consideratbn reqnired by the Company on these 
ooeasions does not appear ; bnt I dionld imagine it to have 
been Teiy moderate, because the whole interior of the 
Hall was, for many years, in a rude state. 
Tfct Hall The apartments in the Hall were not wainscoted until 
Inpravad. ^j^^. ^^^^^ 1591, and the undertaking was deemed so im- 
p or taut, that, after mature deliberation, the Wardens were 
ordered *' to confer with a joynere of abilitle and a skiifnll 
" workemanhow tbe same may be conveniently wainscoted 
" upon the ?iew and sight of good and convenient 
'* patterns this was afterwards done under the directioa 
of one SticMISy who was " to ovenee the woike at 
** the weages of 20d» a daie» his two chiefe workmen 19d, 
and the rest 16d* a daie, and two boys M a daie/* 
The great padour was not boarded until 1031, up to whioh 
time, it had been strewed with rushes, according to the 
JJttjtog^k old English iaisbion. On the 2d September in that year, 
the Court, " takyng into consideracyon the inconveniencie 
** and noysomeness of the rushes in the parlore, espe-' 
** ciallye in the sumer time, and alsoe how subject they 
" were to the greate daunger of fyre in iho wyntere," 
ordered that the Wardens should send for workmen, and 
take eare that the same parionr should be well and suffi* 
ciently boarded with all eouTenyent speede and that 
three dosen of chairs, '* beinge of the best Raushe leathere^" 
for the furnishing the said room, should be provided. I 
should add, in futher illustration of my idea respecting the 
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ill state of the Half, and Its want of every kind of ac- 
commodation, that a formal resolution was passed in 1575, 
in consequence of the Court ** beinge put in remembraunce 
" by the Wardens of the lackc of napeiy that b in this 
" hoDse," to enable the said Wardeas to incur the aerioaa 
expense of providing *' one table clothe of damaske and 
** two table clothes of diapere, togethere with napekins^ 
«< as they shall tbinke needefull." There was^ besides, to 
be provided " a new herseclothe of velvet, fayre and em- 
*' brovdered with the Couipamc's amies and otiier gode 
** tbvuges." To what object of utility or ornament this 
hersecloth was applied, I can form no idea^ unless it was 
used at the funerals of members. 

It is consolatory, however, to know that the great 
officers of state, at the early period I allude to, were as 
scantily provided, in their domestic arrangements, as the 
Grocers* Con^Muy ; this is shewn to demonstration by a 
note in the books, dated January 1583, which seta forth, 
that ** the two long tables In the parlour, with the tressels 
" and table-cloth belonging to them, were leat to the 

Chancellor,* at his request, for the celebration of the 
** marriage of his dau<;hter." It is evident the Court of 
Chancery, in Queen Elizabeth's time, was not so fruitful 
a source of revenue as it is at present. Let the reader 
imagine my Lord Lyndhurst borrowing an oak table and 
table-cloth for the marriage of his daughter! HoimM 
rrferena! 

The first member of the Company who gave the example 8ir stfpli. 
of liberality towards the embellishment of Grocers' Hall ^"^^ 
was Sir Stephen Soame: he bad been Master of the 

Company, and had served the ofiice of Lord Mayor in 
1598. In October 1017, it \vas recorded that ** the offere 
'* of Sir Stephen Soame to new ciel the Hall, though it 
should cost him £500, is tbankefullie and lovynglie 
** accepted by the Courte and Companie (* and £20 was 
ordered to be contributed towards it by the Wardens. 

« Sir Thonuui Bromley. 
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The work was conii)leted^ mid Sir Strphen, baviDg mag- 
nanimously refused the Company's received a strong 
f«te of thanks ior bis geoerosity: the details of this 
tmsaotkm will b«r Ibond to ll» biognipfaiod aketdb #f lh» 

Committee lo 1641, when As fmed a^nranmit of die Hovw irf 
of Safety. d^gg^Bi^ |^ pl^ee, ia OMMeqnenccF of the magaarded 
attaek npeo tto pcHnleges hf Cliaflflv I., a grand Conr- 

mittec of Safety was appointed to watch over the inw 
terests of the nation ; or, in plainer terMS, to conduct 
the inflammatory business of the times.* This Body, which* 
was commissioned to hold its sittings in the OiiildfiRll^ not- 
finding that a convenient place^ by reason of the muitipti- 
eily of the city afiaivs, adjoarned to Groceis' HoU, wkere 
tiiey; **' pretoMKng fears/ says Lord Clarendon, " for iM0 
MfetyoTte hkndsofWbertj^ aadfoelMig, isrediiyv m 
dmi oif noderate'nm who bad beea pmoteid'oiit ini 
**' thai Mob, e» the eMines of their couotry, appowted- m 
** vah-ca mmiimt tmdanm' vf» eertidii beads fbr tfmt' mUbt 
** return to Westminster 00 the Tuesday following ; and 
" who resolved that the Sherifis of London and Middlesex 
sbmiYd raise the posse comitatu&g. to guard the King and 
'* Parliament for that day," 

This Committee^ aitboagh itocoasiooally held its meetiags 
at the halts of ether eompUMf eontinued to sit at GroceraT 
MoH^-atntemla, tos^irend'yemaller. Jxi Hbd ** P^vfM 
XHurtMi," a newspiqper pablisbed at tbe time, I find » 
notioe, dated tbe M 1649, wUob slates that both 
«»' HooM adjonmed iSXi Ssctorday, and appoioted to-^ 
moitow to- sit' kif Gband Conunittee at Gnicers^ Hall, 
Loudon, to hasten businesse for the advance of the 
armies and, on the day following, that " the Com^' 
mittee of both kingdoms, and the several Committees 
*' appointed to sit at Grocers* Hall, and to meet about 
<f tbe militia> made a report to the House in what for- 
'* -waidnesse tbe* forces ywee that ase i^pointed to be at 

• MaiflMid's History of £oildo&, and the other hietotUos. 
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** the rendezvous ; that the Earle of Mancliester liath 
V signified he will not faile to be at the rende;6voiis hi 
person, \vilh horse and loot, and that his hone are oil 
their march accordioglj towards Bedford." 
la 1648^ that year so diBgnieefiil to the Engliah Annals, 
duriBi; vkieli Charles I. waa 

fiou CoBnaoder of the Rurliaiiwnl Aimy, arbitrariijF levM 
a mm of £40^000 on ike lowaxda the pajmtnt aod 
maiiiteBaBce of his solctos.* A demiv taking pim id tha Attempted 
Tainng of Htm warn, and symptoms of diseontent having "'^^'(K>ps.^^ 

uianiloisted themselves about the same time on other ac- 
counts, the general ordered two regiments of foot and 
several troops of horse to march into the city to hasten the 
collection of the money. Under date of the 21st Deoeaii' 
her in that year, the ConrI of the Grocers' CompaBj wwm 
informed *^ thai a qwurter-maator had hectt to viaw the 
haUftor tetaldn^iip of qnarftwi ftrtbe ieUUen of the 
** way" A palSlioB agaiiut this mtrMioii vaa iiittaH% 
preparedaod fivtarded to Sir Thomaa Fairfiat». and» io the 
mean wfaiia^ tiie Gampany's plato aed papeFBweve ovdeved 
to be moved to a place of safety, under the care of the 
Wardens. The Coiupuny had been drained of the greatest 
part of their money doring the reign of Charles I. and 
indeed, I may add, during several of the preceding reig-ns : 
whether this iact or the petition of the Comfiany proved 
tpost efficacious, I do not Ilhow* bat I find do raaord of 
their haviD|p been hamsed oa thia ocoanoD : their na%h« 
boars were leas fortaDate> for, after the troops had quar- 
tered at BlackfijarSy aad ia the neighbourhood* they pro- 
ceeded, by order, to secure the treasniiea of the* Weavers', 
Haberdashers', aod Groldsmiths' Halls, from the first of 
which they took c£20,000.t This proceeding was endea- 
voured to be justiQed in aa arttiil h tter from the General 
to Sir John Warner, the Lord Mayor, who, by the way, was 
a Grocer, and, on that account, perhaps, influential with Sir 



• Rusbworth's Col. vol. Iv. p. 2. 

t Maatland'A History of London, vol. i. 
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Thomas in saving the Hall from tlie pollatioo which im- 
pended over it. * 

CmweU following year, a grand entertainment was given 

an<i at Grocers* Hall, by the Corporation, to Cromwell and 
i airiux. Paiifiix^ who had returned in triumph to London after 
the surprise at Northampton, of the mutinous regiflienfB 
which had refuBed to go to Ireland. Fahfax was pre- 
Bented with a basin and ewer of pnre gold^ and Cromwell 
with £900 worth of plato and 200 pieces of gold, and 
great rejoicing tiiere was, and smiling too, at this the 
cities kindness."* The sentiment of the oitisens on tfais^ 
occasion were manifested in a variety of ways ; murmurs, 
" not loud, but deep,'* were uttered, and, as is usual in all 
cases where the public mind is excited, lampoons and pas- 
<|ainades issued from the press in abundance. One publi- 
cation, in particular, excited great attention and some mer- 
riment ; it ranks above those passing trifles which are read 
with avidity at the moment and afterwards foigotten. At 
the entertainment before alluded to, many speeehea of 
compliment and congratnlations to the generals were made, 
and a deal of what Casca, f more forcibly than elegantly 
calls stmfcing breath," uttered by the republicans. It is 
a parody on tbese speeches that composes the Uttle work 
referred to, and more keen and cutting satire was never 
committed to paper : as the scene is laid at Grocers' Hall, 
and as the matter is short, I cannot resist giving it here^ 
verbatim, as I found it in Lord Somers's tracts4 

• Heatik't Chvoniele. t JnUm Camr. 

I Fifit CoUeetiM, vol* i. p. 
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HosanNA: or, a Sonnf of Thanksgiving sung by Ihe C'hil- Speeelwf. 
dred of Zion ; and set forth in three notable Speochf»«, at 
Grocebs' Ham., on the late Solemn day of lhauksgivjng, 
Thursda^r, Juue 7, lQi9. The first was spokeo by Aldcrmaa 
Aikhi*, Tlie Moood by Aldeniaii lM«e PciiiiiMfitii. Tbetliifd 
by Hi^h PtUn (no Alderautn bnt) Cfcriena l» fkutp*» 

Riram teneatu Amiei. 
"Alderman Atkins, his Speech before Dinner to ihe 

SpBAKBR, Me6£NERAL,LlBUTBNANT-GEMBBAL, 

and Lord President Bradshaw^ oI Grocen* Hall, 
Tkunday, June 7. 

Mr. Speaker, 
" Oh, this is a blessed day, Mr. Speaker, and marvel- 
lous in our eyes, to see you become our Supreme Head 
and Grovernor, now that we have cat off the King's head : 
and^ as I take it, it is cue main reason of this heavenly 
thanksgiving to my Lord LieatenaDt-Getieral and Mr. 
Generals Excellency, fo? their great pains in the bosiness : 
▼erily, Mr. Speaker, I cannot choose bat weep for joy to think 
on't ; and yet I cannot tell yon for what, though I shall tell 
you by and by. — In the meantime — (prythee, Mr. Steward, 
set aside a couple of custards and a tart for my wife). — In 
the meantime, I say, I see no reason but why T may cry 
as well as haul. I say, Sir, I can haul as well as my 
Lord of Pembroke here, or any man else ; my mouth was 
made for baniiog ; and I think you all know it well enough 
in the house upon occasion. For yon may remember, Mr. 
Speaker, how I banid at the apprentices, two years since, 
when the House of Commons bad like to have gone to wrack 
like a bawdy bouse. I am sure, Mr. Speaker, then, for you 
looked as white as the driven costard, and had neither 
tongue, nor eyes, nor ears, nor nose, nor brains, nor any 
thing else, but were in the same pickle as when the King 
came to dcmatid the five memhers. I wonder he did not 
smell me out too for a traytor ; for i bad my breeches full 

c 
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on*t then, as I had half a year before in Tlnsbury, at Uie 
general muster of the New Militia,* at which Uuic, I siiy. 
Sir, I was one of the City Colonels, and came off cleanly, 
though I say it; for^ being wounded in the b( !ly, T re- 
treated home ; and, having asked couusel of a surgeon, tlie 
malignant knave would not undertake me ; and so the 
state might have lost a servant for want of piaister, but 
that my lutehen wench made a shift to care me with a 
dlsh-clont. 

** Bnt having seap'd this scouring, Mr* Speaker, and 
liv*d to see this glorious day, now let us sing the Song of 

Old Simeon, and depart in peace ; hut first, let's have our 
bellies fulls. O, Death, 1 defy thee, for here's a p:c)ud 
dinner coming in, twelve bucks out of Eltham-park, besides 
those of the City; not a Presbyterian bit, I promisr you ; 
therefore, sit down, gentlemen, and eat lustily ; I promise 
you it's well season'd, I'll pass my word for the cooks; for 
I was one of the committee that examined them, every 
man to their oaths, to forswear ratshane, mercury, and 
monarchy, t Besides, here's my Lord President hath 
brought a doaen taster* along with him : I hope he will 
lend us some of them* And now, Mr. Speaker, yon are 
welcome ; in the name of my brethren representatives of 
the City, I bid you heartily welconie ; you may eat, drink, 
and be merry, for you have laid up goo(l> for many years ; 
and now you are laying up the king's flo ods ; inore sacks 
to the mill stilL Sit down, Mr. Speaker, you are a good 
old Speaker; yon are the representative of the Supreme 
authority. It was the pope's first, next it was the kiog*s» 
and now it is yours, thank the army ! How daintily thing* 
are come about, Mr. Speaker, as well as you and I ! For as 

* SomescatidHloTis tale of this kind "was probably circulated respecting 
this Altlerumn, which occasioned l!ie filthy nick name given to him in a 
very scarce tract, in the Guildhall Library, of \\ hich the following is the 
title : — Reverend Alderman Atkius (The S — t B — h;, his speech, to 
BIr. Warner, the venerable fiCajor of London, the wise Aldermen, and 
most judiGioiiB Common Conncilmen, in relation to preeent alllun," &c« 
4to. London, 1618. 

t Every co<»k was sworn. 



Uigiiized by Google 



THE HALL. 



19 



I take it, you and I, and many more here have beeii at all 
thanksg^ivin^s these seven years. We have waited upon 
his uld Excellency, Essex, and the Admiral Warwick, and 
suog psalms with the assembly men here over and over. 
And now those black birds are all flown, and out of tune ; 
here*s not a man of tbem but Thomas Goodwin, and be is 
every jot as honest a man as his name sake /ohn : for 
neither of them cares much for saying grace. Therefore, 
sit down, Mr. Speaker; we have his new £i[ce]lencjr here 
now, and General CromwelPs honour, that cares as little as 
they. Indeed, you must sit down first, and my Lord 
Mayor next; for the Army I'm sure mado us vote it so; 
and that the City sword should be yielded up to you to 
make a thanksgiving- trencher-knife : and so you were as 
good a man as the king, and a better tbao my Lord Mayor ; 
and so you might have been still, had yoo not p^iven bim 
hia sword again ; for yoa lose your place in yielding up the 
sword, and leave the supreme authority in my Lord Mayor 
and the army. Howsoever, sit still, Sir, — I hope the 
General wiU not oppose the votes of the House, now that 
it is the army's own House, but let them pass, an't be but 
for fas hi on *s sake ; and, therefore, Mr. Speaker, fur fashion 
sake, you may sit uppermost j and next to you, ray Lord 
Mayor. 

** I think too, for fashion's sake, my Lord General, your 
Excellency may sit down next. I would be loth to dis- 
pl(»ase Mr, lieutenant-General's honour; I hope he will 
not be angfy at your Excellency, nor me ; I could wish 
yon had voted all your places before you came here ; but 
yonr Excellency may sit, I suppose, for Mr. Lieutenant- 
General looks as if he gave you leave ; on my conscience 
that's a meek humble soul, and will take some other time 
to set you beside the saddle. 

** And for you, my Lord President, I should have 
placed you uppermost, for I know none so fit to have re- 
presented the supreme authority as you that commanded 
the cutting off that head of it : O, how this scarlet gown 
becomes yonr honour ! It suits exceedingly well with mine 

c2 
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and my Lord Mayor's; tor you sentenced the old king aa 
a traytor, and we have proclaimed the young kiug to bo no 
liiog, and a traitor when we catch him. It was a daDgerous 
piece of work, indeed; and I was afraid, as yoa are^ of 
foUowiog Dr. Donslans ; the people did so threaten, as if 
they would have torn us for the very rags of aotbority, and 
cried np Chailes the Second londer than we conld cry him 
down. I think the rest of my brethren earned it little 
better than myself ; for my guts began to crow after their old 
tune, and wrought like bottle- beer, insomuch that I wished 
for Colonel Pride to stop the bunghole, till the troopers 
relieved us. 

" But now, my good Lord PresideFit, let's comfort one 
another; and though you deserve to be uppermost, yet sit 
down, and be content with your place. For fashion's sake, 
Mr. lieutenant-General's honour is content to let it be so, 
till be finds it oonTenient to turn you off, as well as his 
Excellency. Phty take it not ill that I whisper this in 
yonr ear ; for, now that be bath made you serve his ends, 
he cares not so he were rid of you, since you may serve 
Ihem ai! as 3011 did llie king, in a new High Court of Jus- 
tice, because you are pleased to let it be so. 

"The next place, Mr. Lieutenant-General, miist ik ( (is 
be yours. By bis Excellency's leave, you are the saviour 
of the three kingdoms. You are lie that hath filled our 
hearts this day with thanksgiving and gladness. You 
trained the king into a snare at Carisbroke Castle, and 
fooled and routed all bis party. Yon set up a High Court 
to cut him off, and you lie at catch for his son. Yon have 
made ns a commonwealth, that is (as malignants say) yon 
have given us power to put a finger into every man's purse 
and pocket. You have made the people the supreme 
authority, and left them no laws. And well done, Sir! for 
what should we do with anv law but the sword? or what 
law like liberty of conscience and power met together? 
You it is that led his Excellency by the nose like a bear, 
and at last will bring him to the stake. Yon have new 
moulded the city. You 'are the joy of ous hearts, the light 
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of our eyes, and the breath of oar nostrils, though cava- 
liers call you the cut-throat of our lives and liberties ; for 
all wliich we set this day apart to give thanks to God, iirjJ 
a dinner to you, and somewhat else into the bargain, as you 
shall see after dinner. Tn the m( aiitirne fall to ; a short life 
and a merry (may it please your booour), a short life and a 
merry ; and so give me leave to conclude heartily with part of 
the Lord's Prayer (though I do not use it) < thy kingdom 
come or, as the thief did npon the cro8s« ' Remember me 
when f hon coroest into thy kindom ;* and I pronuse yon 
faithfully I will never b e the palace/' 

" Alderman Isaac Pennington's Speech at the 
presentimj of the Golden Bason and Ewer unto the 
General, with Plate of £200 value, and iSSOO ta 
Gold to the Lieutenant-General, 

" Give ear^ O heavens ! and regard, O earth ! May it 
please your Excellency to open your month wide, and I 
shall fill it. I, Isaac Penmingion, Alderman of London, 
confess myself altogfetber unable to speak the praises due 

unto yourself, Mr. Lieuteuant-General, and all the faithful 
officers and soldiers of your army. Yet why should I hold 
my peace? I will speak, though I cannot speak: and 
though I cannot speak, I will not keep silence. Some 
have been so bold as to brand me for a crack^t vessel, yet 
I have been meet for my master s use ; and they shall find 
me as sounding brass, or as a tinkling cymbal. Afoses 
was a man slow of speech, yet he was a great leader ; and 
so have I been, and so is your Excellency. But as for 
Mr. Lieutenant-General, though he be such a one too, yet 
he hath the tongues of men and angels so mnch at his devo- 
tion, tliat the very noise of them drowns the fume uf your 
Excellency, and swallows up your senses. 

" For my part, I bless God exceedin^j-ly for you both, 
for all your labour of love in gunpowder and gospel, and 
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carqriog on that gloriom work of raformatkm, which^ 
though it began in desperatiotij yet yoa ha?e brought 
it into perfection. Henceforth, therefore, all geneiatioitt 
shall can y&u blessed, and m$ no madman, though I have 

been as Diad as any of yoo all; and yet I think I am fit 
enough to deliver the sense of the city, who by me returns 
you thanks for the great pains you have taken in purging 
the mahgnant Presbyterians out of the Common Council as 
well as the House, by which means you made shift to new- 
model the city, as yoa did the army, turning oat all that 
were not of year own temper ; so that we are all now of 
one soal and one mind, and lay all things in common for 
the use of the state, bat what is oar own. 

*' Add to these things year borrowing money of the city 
and never repaying it again • year breaking all theur privi- 
leges and putting daily nfFronls upon them; your impress- 
ing, firing, assessing, taxing, excising, free quartering, and 
fleecing all their fellows; your conquering them by 
treachery, and riding through their streets in triumph; 
your overawing them by the military power, and destroying 
their trade by land, and traffic by sea; for all which inex*" 
pressible favours, with the extirpation of Presbytery, and 
the sappressing of the LeTellers, they conceive tiiemselves 
bound to return an acknowledgment, and rejoice in the 
opportnnity of dedicating this day of thanksgiving unto yoti 
and your bellies. 

•* But, since man lives not by bread only, by killing of 
kings and loyal subjects, and seizing on their goods and 
estates, and turning them into money ; since gold is the 
only goddess of this Reformation, and the Saints cannot 
establish their kingdom without it ; since your Excellency 
•and your lieatenant-Greneral guardian have vouchsafed 
OS this favour of a vint, which you denied to the Presby- 
ters, we here present your Excellency with the same 
ffolden hasm and ewer which you refused from their hands. 
It cost them one thousand pound ; and, because it was of ' 
their providing, we can the more freely bestow it upon you. 
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I have been an old tbanksgiv in^ sinner, as well as Mr. 
Speaker, oi auy of them all, in tha days of uM Essex, 
who, I am sure, never received such a present for all his 
pains, but was content to be fobbed ofT with a close-stool 
and a pipe of tobacco ; which was the reason, I conceive, 
why my brother Atkins here, in those days^ kej^t so close 
to him after dinner. 

And as for yon, Mr. lieatenant-General, though yonr 
merits ontweigh whatever we can present to yon, and 
though in all the before-named exploits we must allow you 
the greatest share, yet be pleased to accept of the less re- 
quital, — a poor pittance of £300 in plate, and a vision of 
golden angels in a purse^ to the value or„i200, ail the gift 
of our own fraternity. 

" As for the rest of the lords and p^ontloraen hero pre- 
sent, 1 hope they will excuse us, and think themselves well 
satisfied with a good dinner: and, in particular, you, my 
Lord President, who deserve much in the settling of this 
republick. But having done but one single act towards it, 
if yon expect more than a dinner, we must leave yon to 
the consideration of Mr. Lienteuant^General, who set you 
on work, and will, no doubt^ in the end pay you your 
wages. 

** I have but one word more to say, and that is thi.s : 
we have great cause to rejoice in the settlement of this 
happy commonwealth, but 1 fear we shall not be quiet yet. 
God bless us from untoward dreams and restless nights, 
and send us well to digest this thanksgiving dinner, and tQ 
have no more of them, nor occasion for them in haste ; for 
the frights they put us into before hand are terribloi and 
the dinners themselves are chargeable indeed, if malig- . 
nants speak truth, who say this very day's thanksgiving will 
cost us no less than our heads, if not our souls too, into the 
bargain. Therefore, gentlemen, in a word, I think we 
have but one play, and that is, to hold up the state as long 
as we can, and to make sure of our heads and estates, and 
pillage other meu's, wheu we can hold it uo longer." 
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Tn answer to this, Hugh Peters, beiDg well whittled with 
wine, made the following reply : 

Reader, Peter, his being drunk is no fable (I asBiiTe 
jou), and he fell oat with the butler. 

Hugh Peters, hia Thanksyivin(f Speech for a 
farewell to' the City, iri the behalf of the General 
and Lieutenant- General, 

Mr* Alderman PemUnffton, and the re$i of the 
B^mentativei of the CUyt 

" I must tell you» I have been half the world over, and 
yet I am come baek agab ; and, by my faith, sirs, I most 
tell yon, I never saw suoh a jolly, godly crew as are here, 
all Ugh fellows together : Tis merry when maltmen meet ; 
and (they say) some of ns here have been brewers, and of 
worse trades too. Bat, oh, oh, — let that pass. I defy 
brewing ; for I have been all over your wine cellar, and 
that's another world ; but it's as slippery a world as this, 
and runs round too. What a Nicodemus is the butler ! he 
was loth to own me but by night ; he bade me stay all 
night, and then I should have my belly full. Now, sirs, I 
conceive that a bellyfoU is a bellyfall ; andj if a man hath 
not his beilyfttll, it is no thanksgiving. And if yon (gentle- 
men of the d^) have not a bellyfall of tlds thanksgiving, I 
say you may have a beUyfall. 

*' Had Dr. Dorislaus been so wise as to have staid at 
home, he might have had another kind of bellyfuU than 
he had at the Hague: but a bellyfall still is a bellyful), 
and at Grocers* Hall is a better ordinary than a Dutch 
ordinary for a bellyfuU. Pox o' your Dutch ordinaries, I 
thmk they will become English, and give us all a bellyful! ; 
bat in another kind (I fear) than I gave my Datch landlady 
and her daughter. 

" Bot no matter for that, a bellyfall is a bellyfall ; their 
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bellies were empty, and so was mine; for T h\v\ not so 
much 'ds a stiver to bless myself* and they would never let 
me be quiet, and I scorM up still, and so I got my belly- 
full, and they got their belly fall; which was one bellyfall 
for another, and so at length I was quit of them. 

" Then I went to New England^ and there I saw a 
blessed sight, a world of wild men and women lying round 
a fire, in a ring, stark naked. If this custom should oome 
up in London, (as I see no reason but it may, if the state 
will vote it,) then every woman may have her bellyfull, and 
it would be a certain cure for cuckoltls and jealousy, and 
so the city would lose nothing by tbis thanksgiving, 

** But now I come home to the point in hand, my Lord 
Mayor, and yon gentlemen of the city, I am commanded 
to give you thanks; but I would know for what? for your 
dinner? yes, I will when I have my bellyfull; but your 
butler is no true Trcjan ; he knows not how to tap and toss 
the stingo. Sure he is some Presbyterian spy, that is 
slinkt Into oflSce ; some cowardly fellow, that pines away 
at scaadalous siiis, and tlie stool of repentance, and he 
will never do well till he be drench'd for the humour: so 
that now I see I am like lo go away without my bellyfull ; 
and have never a jigg to the tune of Arthur of Bradley 
Sing O brave Arthur of Bradley Sing O! 

" But if things go thus, what should 1 thank you for? — 
The state foresaw what slender good fellows yon would be, 
or else some of you had been knighted, as well as my Lord 
of Pembroke. Nay, it was God's mercy you had not all 
been knighted: for it was put to the vote (I tell you) 
whether my Lord Mayor should be knighted; and whether 
yoii. Alderman Penninp^ton and Alderman Atkins, should 
be dubbed Sir Isaac and Sir Thomas, of the state'« own 
creation. But, since it is resolved otherwise, 1 pray you 
bid the butler bring up his bannikins, and I'll make you all 
lords like myself, for now I am uo less in title than Lord 
Hu^ d0 Samo Puiro Pintado, and every jot as qieny 
as forty beggan. 
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'* Now, I warrant, you expect 1 should tliank you for 
his Excellency's golden bason and ewer? 'Tis true, I was 
commanded to do so ; but what care I for a baton and 
metr! Crive me ajMjM vaiA^ehamher-pot; I mean a pipe 
of Canary into the baigain* or else it shall be no thanks- 
giving- day for me. Oh, for a conduit from Malaga^ and 
that we knew how to convey Middleton's pipes to the 
Canary Islands, then there would be no end of thanks- 
giving. 

** I am commanded, likewise, to thank you for the 
Lieutenant-General's plnte and his purse of gold ; and T 
am so much the more willing to do it, because I hope to 
have a feeling out of it anon, when we come home. But 
(as I take it) you have more reason to thank him, than he 
you : for, you gave him a little purse of money, and 'tis 
hu goodness he does not take all. I observe, too, you 
have given him but the value of <£S00, and hb Excelleocy, 
forsooth, as much more. Do yon know what you do? 
Cou d you not have ask'd my counsel before? You may 
chance to be switch'd (i'faitli) tur not setting the saddle 
upon the right horse; and well you deserve it, if I bo uot 
furnished with a pipe of Canary. Let me not be put off 
with nothing, like my Lord President and Mr. Speaker; 
you know whither to send, sirs. My lodging is sometimes 
at St. James's, but most an end in Thames-street : there's 
my maid, a handsome lass, I tell you, will take it in as 
well as myself, or else I would never keep her* Farewell, 
sirs, hm*8 nothing do (I see). 

A pox on your butler, and his lean joules, 
There's liberty lies at the bottom «f the bowles. 

** Thus it is in one of our modern authors; but I confess 
I can have none of this liberty, though it be the first year 
of freedom^ and then judge you, whether the state or the 
state's servants have any cause of thanks. Farewell, sirs, 
I am gone. Oh for a mUk-bowl, or his £xcellency*s hamm 
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and ewer dow to spue in, aod make ao eod of thanks- 
giving." 

The ffovcrnnient of the Commonwealth appear to have Queen Eii- 

xabeth's 

been trembliogiy alive to the destruction of every memorial afmg. 
of royalty, no natter how ancient or how trifling. The 
existence of Queen ESIizabeth*8 arms at the upper end of 
Grocen' Hall appears to have given them umbrage ; for, 
OB the 25th February, 1651, the Lord Mayor addressed a 
letter to the Wardens, directing the said arms to he taken 
down, and replaced by those of the Commonwealth, " or 
" by some other piece." The Court of Assistants did not 
evidently approve of this interference ; for, after consi- 
derable hesitation, they agreed ** that the fulfilment of 
this order should be left to the Wardens^ to cause the 
same to be done at as easy a chaise as they can, not 
** exceeding the sum of three pounds." Some further 
instances of the vexations practised by this precious go- 
vernment will be fonnd in the notice of the Company's 
history in another part of this volume. 

Tlie same spirit oi disUku to the nsurfiinii; Protector is 
observable in tiio conduct of the Company iu the early 
port of lt»54 : they knew 

That to his power he would 
" Have made them mules, silenced their plpadcrs, and 
*< DisproperlyM llit-ir (rerdoiiis ; holding them, 

In humuQ acliou atid capacity, 

Of no more soul, nor itneM for the world, 
** Huui canielB in the war ; who baro thdr pnnrender 

Only for bearing burdens, and awe blows 
** For sinking under Ihem."* 

On the dd February, " notice was given to the Court 

" of the citye's intention of entertaining the Ijord Protector 
** at this Hall, as it was lately agreed upon by the Lord 
" Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council," It was 

* CwU^OMMf act ii* scene 4. 
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notified that something would be expected of this Company, 
amoDg others, for the gracing of this entertainment in 
*' their standing lailes, for which it was supposed some 
ezpiess would be issued out in writing; and, therefore* 
" the direction of the Court was desired what should be 
" done in this Company to give satisfaction therein?** In 
leply to this, it was agreed and ordered, " upon consider- 
•* atioo thereof, that if any expresse shall coiner requiring 
** this Company's performance, that tlie manafifing: of the 
'* said business shall be relerred to the care aud direction 
" of the Wardens, and they to order and appoint, at the 
** charge of this Company, whatever 9hall he required by 
" €xpr€»HJ* No express did come, and the Company 
were spared the humiliation of acting, upon compulsion, in 
direct opposition to those feelings of loyalty and of attach- 
ment to their legitimate sovereig^i which they bad always 
professed, aud afterwards displayed, in so eminent a de- 
gree, at the restoration. 
^«**tjo Under the constant influence of these principles, it 
Monk. is not surjji'siog that tlie Grocers should seize, with 
eagerness, the earliest opporiuuiiy that otfered of 
publicly testifying them. They invited Greoeral Monk 
and his commanders to a splendid entertainment at 
their Hail, on the 8th of February, IGGD, that eventfal 
year which restored King Charles to the throne of his 
ancestors. 

To render this festival the more remarkable, it was 

ordered that, iu the course of it, the Master and Wardens 
" should tender the freedom of this Company to the Lord 
** General, as a mark of the particular respect and gratifi- 
" cation of this Society to bis Excellency, for his pro- 
fessious of tenderness and care for the honour and safety 
of the city/' This is the first instance of the Company's 
freedom being bestowed upon an individual, in approbation 
of public services; and surely one more deserving of such 
honourable distinction could not have been selected. To 
give the reader an idea of the splendour of this entertun« 
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menty which oreated sach a sensation at the time,* it is 
only necessary to state thai it cost iS215; a sum never 

before expended for snob a purpose. 

On the 2i)th of May 1660, King Charles the Second TheReiito. 
made his public entrance into London ; and, on this oc- 
casion, the Grocers took a conspicuous part in the pageant 
furnished by the city. Sir Thomas Alleyo, Lord Mayor, 
a member of their Company, received his Majesty in a 
splendid pavilion erected, for the occasion^ in St. George's 
Fields; and, after a suitable, address, delivered the city 
sword into the King's hand, who, with it, conferred upon 
him the honour of knighthood. The 29th of May/' say 
the records, *' being the day of His Majesty's birth, is 
** appointed to be annually observed for the restauratiou 

of His Sacred Majesty to his dominions and dignity." 
The above resolution was passed after 11 is Majesty had 
condescended to accept the ofiice of Sovereign Master of 
the Company; and, since that period, an entertainment has 
been regularly given at the Hall on the 29th of May, 
under the name of The Sesiaraiion Feast" 

I have now to advert to an event which caused a greater ^^^^^ 
destruction of property^ and entailed more severe and 
protracted distr«^ upon the city of London than any that 
has occurred before or since ; not even excepting the great 
plas^ue of l(iGl. The latter caused great temporary misery; 
but the former, in its effects, was felt for several genera- 
tions after. The Grocers' Company participated in the 
general ruin ; and did not begin to recover from the con- 
sequences for nearly a century after. It is not my intention 
to give a description of this great fire, because it is to be 
found, at length, in every book which treats of the iiistory 
of LcNDidon;t and, besides, it would be foreign to my 
purpose to do so» 

The fire, whtcb extended its ravages northward to for 



• See Pepys'fl Diary, vol. i. 

t See MaitUuid and Northouck's Histories. 
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beyond Lotbbury, in its process, consumed Grocers* Hall 
and all the adjacent buildings, save the turret in the 
garden. With the exception of tlic Company's records, 
every particle of the property in the Hall was destroyed. 
Under date of the 9th November, IGGii, are the particulars 
of an aoconnt given to the Court, by the Wardens, ** of the 
*' Company's plate being melted in the Hall, in the late 
" violent and destmctive fire» and ttie melted paneeli 
" earefully taken np and pat together^ and of the Con- 
" pany*s urgent occasions for a sapply of money irhere- 
npon it was ordered, *' that the same be sold and disposed 
** of to the best advantage and benefit of the Company." 
After a schedule of the Company's houses anti rents, as 
they existed betore the (ire, had been read to the ('ourt, 
Mr. Warden Webb declared that divers matters of im- 
portance are behind^ very bebooffull to be taken into 
" consideration, which, in regard of the shortness of the 
days, the distance of divers persons' abodes^ and the 
** danger and tronblesomeness of going, in the dark, 
among the mins, cannot, at present, be moved to admit 
" of time for debate and determination; and, therefore, 
" he and his brethren, the Wardens, did agree to have a 
*' Court of Assistants here every Friday, in the afternoon, 
for some continued time weelwly, where they would 
** attend for settling the Company's business in some order 
and form, and desired the members of this court to shew 
" their forwardness in appearing and giving their advice 
" and assistance for the concerns of the Company/* The 
place of meeting was the turret-honse, which served, also, 
as a residence for the clerk, whose presence on the ^ot 
was considered essential. 

The silver recovered from the ruins was remelted, and 
produced nearly '^OUlb. weight of metal, which was sold 
for present supplies; and it was declared ** that the parti- 
'* cular parcels of melted plate shall be made up again, 
** and the arms and inscriptions of every person graved 
** therein, for the donor's memorial and future encourage- 
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" nit nt of succession, as money sbal! come in. ''J'liis order 
*^ to be recorded and the Court put iu remetnbrauce when 
'* the GompaDy shall be in cash and condition to perform 
*' the same.** 

After the panic produced by this awfnl calamity bad, io 
a great degree, subsided, the Court of Assistants naturaUy 
turned tbeir thoughts towards rebuilding their Hall. The 
Company's funds were exhausted, and there were heavy 

debts outstanding, the liquidation of which was to have 
been effected by means of fiues to be levied un the 
renewal of the leases which were about to expire. The 
houses were almost all of them destroyed, and, with them, 
vanished the liope of supplies from that quarter. No 
resource remmned but that of an appeal to the liberality of 
the members of the Company in the form of a subscription. 
This was resoWed upon, and the Wardens, who appeared 
very zealous in the cause, undertook to wait personally 
upon every individual, and to solicit contributions. Whether 
there existed a dinncKnation, or whether the losses by the 
fire had crippled the resources of the uieuibers, does not 
appear, but the subscription, in spite of the exertions of 
the Wardens, was not very productive; for, on the 2d of 
May, 1667, Mr. Warden Webb informed the Court, " that 
** he accompanied some of his brethren to collect sub- 

scriptions for the Hall, that they had been courteously 
" received, and had collected seven hundred pounds/' 
according to particulars then read. This sum was far from 
sufficient for the purpose intended ; but, as it was found 
that the walls of the old hall had resisted the fire, and were 
sound, it was determined to new roof them, and to proceed 
with the money collected, in the hope that a further supply 
from the members might be procured. 

The work lan«;uished for many months, and, in all pro- Sir John 
bability, would have b< en entirely suspended, had not that 
strenuous supporter of the Company, Sir John Cutler, 
come forward. On the 6th of February 1668, he inti- 
mated to the Court, through Mr. Warden Edwards, his 
intention of rebuiidmg the parlour and dining-room, at his 
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owD charge, lor the Company's accommodatiou. As the 
Compaoy were at this time suffering^ the greutest incoavc* 
nience, ariaiog from their ioability to discbai^ge tbe debts 
contracted under their seal, for the service of tbe go?eni- 
ment and the city, in the yean 1610, 1641, and 1648,* he 
suggested, at the same time, as a measure of precantioD, 
that the ground should be conveyed to him under a 
peppercorn rent, for securing it, when built, against 
extent or seizure. " This proposal was referred, by order 
of the Court, to the Recorder, for a legal opinion thereon, 
and, as ho strongly recommended it, ** an indenture of snie 
** and demise of tbe grounds and buildings about the Hall 
" was made to Sir John Cutler*' and other members, sixteen 
in number, who had contributed and subscribed <£20 and 
upwards, " according to the direction of the Committee, 
for 500 years, at a pepper-corn rent/' The buildings 
were then completed, and, in January 1660, a strong vote 
of thanks to Sir John Catler, for his munificence, was 
passed ; and it was resolved that bis statue and picture 
should be placed in the Hall, as memorials of the Com- 
pany's cstLem and gratitude. T\\v fust meeting- and festival 
held in the llall^ alter tbe fire of London, were on Lord 
Mayor's day, 1668. 
Divine scr- Tlio churchcs wcro among the last edifices restored 
after the fire ; and the want of them was severely felt for 
a considerable time. The church of Saint'Mildred, in the 
Poultry, had shared the common fate of the other buildings 
in the neighbourhood, and the parishioners made application 
to the Company, in i(i70, for leave to have divine service 
performed in the Hall. Some doubts existed, in the minds 
of the Court, as to the propriety of i)errnittini; this without 
the sanction of the Bishop of London; but they were 
removed by a letter from that prelate, in which be not only 
approved of it, but added, that the Company's acquiescence 
would be agreeable to his Majesty. The permission was. 



* The particulars of these transactiooB will be found ia another part 
of this volume. 



viceinhaU. 



Digitized by Google 



TUB HALL. ^ 

of course granted, and divine service ]>erformed regularly 
io the Hall for many months after. 

I cannot lu re omit the insertion of a curious article, 
which I Had ia the Company's books, dated the 8th of July, 
1670; it serres to iUastnite the habits of the time* and 
displays, I am sorry to say, a want of polish and good 
manners in onr pradeoesson, which will startle their de- 
scendants. It is, however, consolatory to know that, even 
at that period, there were persons attached to the Company, 
to whom the proceedings complained of gave offence. The 
resolution is as follows ; 

•* Upon complaint and observation of the unseemliness Smoking 
** and disturbance, by taking- tobacco and having drink JuJiJg 
" and pipes in the court-room, during Courts sitting; and, the Bitting 
*• for the better order, decorum, and gravity to be ob- CawL 
served, and readier despatch and minding of debates 
and bosiness of the Court, and avoiding the occasion of 
offence and disgust, it is agreed that, heieafter, there 
he no taking of tobacco or drinking used or permitted in 
the Court*room, during the sitting of the Court ; and, if 
any person have a desire to refresh himself by a pipe of 
*' tobacco or cup of drink, at a convenient time or interval 
** of serious biisiru :ss, to withdraw into some retiring room 
more suitable and tit for the purpose* Any person in- 
fringing this rule to fine five shillings, for each offence, 
to the poor-box." There is no doubt that this wholesome 
regulation produced the desired effect, for I find no men- 
tion 4^ a Goatinnance of the above irregularities: it is true 
that what occurred soon after, was sufficient to banish 
from the minds of the members of the Court all ideas of 
indulgence and joviality. 

The Company, from the causes 1 have already stated. The Hall 
%iiig deprived of funds, were compelled to stop the pay- ^f^"***'* 
ment of the interest due upon their debts, as well as of some 
of their charities. The detail of the circumstances which 
brought them into this distressing situation will be found in 
another place, it is, therefore, unnecessary to repeat it here. 
Suffice it to say, that the Governors of Christ's Hospital 
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obtained a decree in Chancery, in satisfaction of arrears 
due to them, under the wilk of Lady Conway and Lady 
Middleton, by which they served a notice of ejeetment on 
the elerk and beadle» in Jane 1072, and» finally, took 
pomettioa of the Hall, '* wUcli they gtriotly kept by a 
" guard." The books, papers, and teal were remoTod by 
order of the C^urt, and oommitled to the care of Mr, 
Warden Booth. 

^tihttcSnit Court of Assistants, during a long" periodj were 

at various compelled to hold (heir meetings, for the conduct of 
places. business, at various places. In July 1673, a Court was 
held at Skinnen' Hall; several meetings took place " at 
the Crown Tavern, behind the £xchaDge and at the 
and Old Cooncil ChamberB, at Onildhall. The first 
mention of the Company's retnm, oocnrs on the 14th of 
October 1074, bvt this was merely on snffisrance, as pos- 
session of the Hall was still kept by the agents of Obrisf s 
HospiUl. This state of things continued for several years, 
for, in July 1677, one Jackson applied to the Wardens 
for certain taxes which he was authorised to levy, and the 
answer he received was, " that the Hall was still under 
sequestration and seisnre, the Company's meetings being 
at the pleasore and toleration of the disposers*" Aller 
great difficnlties and impediments, money was borrowed 
on security, and the Hall finally cleared of the intruders, 
Tha Con^ The books and papers were brooght back, and the Com- 
■ ' pany's ollicers reinstated m 1(579, during- the mayoralty 



of Sir James Edwards, one of the members. This was 
effected by a loan of «£25()(), to the Company, by a Mr. 
Kay I or, on mortgage of the Hall and other premises not 
oonneoted with the charities. 
The Hall Two years afterwards, it was considered that the Hall^ 
enlarged. |f enluged and beautified, might become a source of con- 
siderable revenue, as the situation would insure its being 
eonstantiy and profitably let as a residence for the Lord 
Mayors. *' Sir John Moore (a worthy member) taking 
** into his consideratiou the deplorable condition of the 
" Company, every year lessening in reputation, by reason 
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** of their Hall thus in ruins, (which not only discouraged 
*' men to take their frpctloms and apprentices to be 
'* bound there, and benefactors from their liberality* but 
** also rendered the society almost contemptible,) be was, 
** therefoie, very inclinable, at his OWD cbaige, to fepalr 
the great Hall, tliefeby to encoonige other members, by 
<« hk example^ fo contribute their assistance to re-edify 
** and augment it, so at to make it the most commodious 
*• seat for the Chief Magistrate in this city, as the only 
** means to preserve a succession of members in this 
Company; which being made known by Sir James 
** Edwards, (then Master) in a Court of Assistants, it was 
** referred to the Wardens, together with some other 
members, to consider of and propound a model for 
such additional building, as might make the Hall com- 
" modious, both for ornament and uae^ to answer so 
noble a design : upon report of which committee^ soon 
after. Sir John Frederie^ Sir James Edwards, and 
several other aldermen and worthy members, agreed to 
contribute liberally towards so good a work, ns being 
folly convinced that, if the Hall sli ould long continue 
** under these circumstances, not only ail that had been 
** done would bo wholly fruitless, but all that remained 
(for which they were trustees to the generations to 
" come) would soon waste into nothing, which would re- 
" proachfully render the present members most ungrateful 
to their ancestors, whose names still blossom in what 
remains of thoie pious monuments of their charities, 
and obnoxious to those who should succeed happy 
^ members of this society. 

** And, theroforo, concluded this great work to be the 
only leading means left to preserve the society ; and 
that as Sir John Cutler had so long before, for those 
very ends, at bis own charges, begun, and Sir John 
Moore had now undertaken to repair and beautifye the 
great Hall, so they held themselves highly ( 1i1ig:ed to 
promote and carry on so excellent a work ; and having 
caused the scite and fabrick of the Hall to be surveyed, 
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** and finding that with some more additional building: 
(then already propounded to be erected) it might be made 
a more oommodions and convenient habitation for the 
chief magistrate than any other em was before* within 
" the City of London; therefore, that it might answer all 
" these good ends, and might, with all possible speed, be 
carried on and finished, in order to invite and enoooiage 
*♦ all the members to contribute towards payment of the 
*• Company's debts, and arrears of diarities (wherein Sir 
" William Hooker, then one of the sitting: Aldermen and 
•* late Lord Mayor, and many other worthy members, had 
** liberally contributed as good examples) they liberally 
" subscribed and paid towards the raising and finishing of 
snch additional building, declaring: themselves (if occa- 
non should be, afterwards) to be farther asnsting to 
•* compleat so good a work; not doubting bot their 
bretfai«n» the rest of the members, would every one 
follow according to their degrees and qualities. 
** And that tlic beautifying and repairing thdrHall might 
•« not prove a bait to such creditors, if any should be, as 
** formerly seized the mins of the same, to endeavour 
'* again a sequestration against it, but mi^^^bt answer those 
, '* good ends so by them designed : the Company, by ad- 
** viee of learned counsel, after an inquisition taken before 
the Cmmisrimiertfw Chariiabh Uui, and pursuant to 
a decree made by those commissioners, have conveyed 
■* the same and all their revenue, and the equity of re- 
" demption thereof (subject to the said former securities) 
** to trustees, to secure the yearly payment, not only of 
** those charities wherewith that revenue is charged by the 
" donors, bat also with the overplus, (as the same Mill 
** extend) those other yearly charities, payable by the Com- 
pany to several places, persons, and uses, by the appoint- 
meat of other benefactors, who heretofore paid into 
their hands several great sums of money for those uses, 
for which now no fund remains, that they might also 
thereby not only discharge their consciences towards 
" God, and the memory of such pious benefactors, bOt 
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" also avoid the chargeable prosecutions of tho Commis- 
** sioners upon the statute for charitable uses, who have, 
" of late, put this Company every year to exceeding great 
** charges and expences." * 

Sir John Moofe'a contributioii amoiiDted to tlie sain of 
£500, for which, as well as for the seal he exhibited in in- 
citing others to follow his example, he received the cordial 
thanks of the Conrt, who ordered his picture to be painted 
and placed in the Hall, as a lasting testimonial of their grati- 
tude. He was the first chief magistrate -who kept his 
mayoralty at Grocers' Hall, and he paid the Company a nett 
rent of c£*200 for the use of it. It continued to be let for 
the same object for many years; and, in 1735, as the Com- 
pany's circumstances had much improved, it was ordered 
by the Court of Assistants that the Hall should not, for the 
fntare, be let but to a Lord Mayor attached to the Com* 
pany. 

Li the year 1694, the Bank of England was established, Bank of 

and the first Go? emor chosen, was Sir John Houblon, Knt. ^S**"**' 
a member of the Grocers' Company and one of the Court 
of Assistants. The first hve general courts of proprietors 
were held at Mercers* Hall, in Cheapside, hut, as the situ- 
ation was found to be inconvenient, a proposal was made 
to the Wardens of the Grocers' Company to treat for their 
Hall : thb was entertained by the Court, and a committee 
appointed to anange with the directors for the demise of 
the Hall, yard, and garden, for eleven years. Several 
meetings and discussions took place respecting the terms 
and conditions, and a final arrangement was condnded in 
October^ 1694 ; on the 4th of that month the following 
memorandum was agreed upon and signed ; 

Menwrandum.—T\mt it is this day agreed and concluded, 
between the Wardens and Commonalty of the mystery of 
the Citocery ot the city of London and the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England, that the said Wardens 

* A short account of the Company of Giocera, by Wiu. Kavenhiil, 
1G80. 
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and Couimoualty shall demise Grocers' Hall, yard, and 
garden, jis usually let to the Lord Mayor, to the said Go- 
vefDor and Company for the term of eleven years from tbe 
five^and-twentieth day of December next ensuing, the 
agceement veserr ing to the Company* the oleriL's and bea- 
dle's homes, mth ftee ingress, egress, and regress, at all 
seasonable times, to and firom the said eleik's honse, and 
resenring also to the said Wardens and Commonalty all 
the present lights looking into the said yard and garden. 
That the said Governor and Company of tbe Bank of 
England shall advance and pay to the said Company the 
sum of five hundred pounds for a £ae for the said term, as 
also the further swn of five thousand pounds more, to dis- 
charge a debt of foor thousand five hnndred pounds, and 
interest on mortgage, of the said Company's Hall and 
lands* 

That the smd Governor and Company of the said Bank 
oovenaot to pay all taxes, parish duties, river water, and 

repairs, during the said term, and leave tbe Jlali, garden, 
&c. in the same condition they now are, at the expiration 
of tbe said term ; and further shall mutually do as counsel 
shall advise. That the said Governor and Company of the 
said Bank advance and pay the said several sums of five 
hundred pounds and five thousand pounds on the said 
Wardens' and Commonaltys' asstgnmeot ui the said mort- 
gage to the said Governor and Company, at any time after 
the finrt day of November next, and that the said Wardens 
and Commonalty, or their suooessors, shall only repay the 
said principal sum of five thousand pouudsat the expira- 
tion of the said term of eleven years. 

That the said Governor and Company shall deliver to 
the said Wardens and Commonalty all such goods and 
utensils as shall be scheduled or meatiooed in the said 
demise, that tbe said Governor and Company shall haye 
possession of the said Hall and garden the fint day of 
November next, that the smd Wardens and Commonalty 
shall have the usual room in the said Hall to put their 
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trophies in on public oocauoiui. Witness oor huMb tlie 
4dayefOetolier»1604. 



John Shbrwood, 
RoBT. Dawson^ Sen, 

DaMIBL lyORVILLB, 

Thomas TucKPiBLDt 
Saml. Brbw8tbr» 

Philip Scarth, 



John Owen, 

MiCHABL GODFRBY, 
Wh« G^ORB, 
Wm . SOAWBN, 

Gilbbrt Hbathcotb. 



At the expiration of the lease, a new arrangement was 
enfmd into vith the Bank* for a period of foortaen yens, 
at a peppercorn rent and a fine of five thoasand ponnds, 
intb whiolk the fornier mortgage was paid ofl^ and the Hall 
finally released. Eleven years were afterwards added to 
the term, and, in 1734, the last General Court was held at 
Grocers* Hall; the Bank establishment was removed to 
the new offices in Threadneedle-street, and the Hall, now 
in the free and uncoDtrolled possession of its rightful owners 
after a lapse of sixty years, was ordered to be repaired 
and beantifiedy which was done in the following year» under 
Hie management and oondnct of a oommittee. 

Matters appear to have gone on very smootUy for some Riots in 
time ; and the only event which, for a short periodt dis- 
tnrbed the monotony of the nsnal routine of business, was 
the reception and quartering of a small party of troops at 
Grocers* Hall in 1780 ; they were a portion of the consi- 
derable body of military, which had been sent into the city 
to quell the riots excited by Lord George Grordon and 
others. The soldiers were liberally provided with food and 
bedding, and the officers treated with great attention and 
respect by the Court of Assistants. They were stationed 
at tiie Hall for several weeks. 

On Saturday, the 28th February, 1784> a grand enter- The Right 
tainment was given at the Hall, on the occasion of the pf^"' 
Right Honourable William Pitt reedving the freedom of 
the Company. His mode of accepting it appeared to give 
great satisfaction to the members, for he told th«m " that 
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in decay. 



be had previously declined a similar offer from the 
•* Goldsuiitiis, considering himself as already connected 
" with the Company of Grocers, into whose freedom his 
" father had formerly been admitted/' 
Th Ffaii About this period, yarions parts of the Hall began to 
show symptoms of decay » and it became necessary to take 
the sabject into serioos consideiation. Some of die mem- 
bers imagined that the constracting of two new rooms, in 
lien of the coort-room and great parlour, and a solid repair 
of the remainder of the building, wonid answer every par« 
pose; and, accordingly, Mr. Leverton, the Company's sur- 
veyor, presouted, by order, a plan and estimates. These 
were afterwards rejected, because the result of such a step 
would not, it was conceived, justify the lart^e expenditure 
required. The further consideration of the subject was 
postponed from time to time, without any apparent proba- 
bility of a final determination, until the year 1798, when 
the perilous situation of the roof, generaUy, and the totler- 
bg state of the lantern in the centre of it, deariy demons 
strated the necessity of an entirely new building. 
^•Bill Mr. Lerecton, the architect, was ordered to prepare 
plans and estimates, which were approved and adopted, 
and the new Hall commciiced; it was completed and 
opened on the 21st July, 1802, during the Mastership of 
Mr. William Clarance. Time, I regret to say, has shown 
that the Company's confidence and liberality were abused 
in the construction of their building ; they paid a price for 
it which justified the expectation that it would have lasted 
for a long series of yearB^ but they were deoeiTed* The 
careless manner in which the foundation was constructed 
soon became evident ; in IBld^ creeks were disco7ered in 
various places in the walls, and some repairs were Mdeied, 
under the jTull expectation that the damage would extend 
no further. This, however, proved fallacious, as, in 1827, 
the evil increased, and the Hall was threatened with de- 
struction within twenty- nine years after the first stone was 
laid! 

The Company have been fortunate in obtaining the 
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asaktamie of an exceUent arohiteet in the panon of Mr. 
Joseph Gwilt, a gentleman of known talen^ and ranking 
among tiie first men in his profession. He hta displayed 

great energy and zeal in the prosecution of the duty en- 
trusted to his care, and, I should add, considerable taste in 
the arrangement of the ornamental and decorative part. I 
am happy in having this opportunity of doing an act of 
justice to Mr. Gwilt's ability and peiseverance, of which I 
had constant proofs during the year I had the honour of 
presiding as Master of the Company. 

Before I oondude this part of my subject, I eannot avoid 
lemaiking on the good taste and good feeling of the Court 
of Assistants in reviving, on the walb of their buildings, 
the names and arms of tiiose illustrious and benevolent 
individuals, who, in ancient times, shed a lustre on the 
Company by their virtues and eminence, and avm;mented 
its power of doing good, by bequests for charitable pur- 
poses. An example is thus held up to future generations* 
whicb^ I trust, will not be without its utility. 

Let me, in conclusion, express my hope that the liberal 
expenditore incurred by the Grocers' Company in the re- 
storation of thdr Hall may ensure its duration, and that it 
may long oontinue to rank among the most elegant buil^ 
ings in the metropolis. 
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not a wind upon the sailor's compaWy 

15 ut from one part or uther was their factor 
i'o bring them in the best commodities 
Merchant e'er ventured for." 

Beggax'M Buth, Act 1. Sc. 9. 



The Grocers' Hall and its coiitii^iious offices having 
been destroyed by the great lire of London, in 1066, as 
before stated, md, with them, all the property they con- 
tained, it is at onoe fortunate and extraordinary that the 
records of this venerable Company should have been pre- 
served entire. Singular eaie must have been taken to 
place them in safety, as the series of Ordkumoef and Bb- 
mmihrmicea is nninterrapted and complete from the com* 
mencement, and from them I have gathered a great portion 
of the matter embodied in the following narrative. 
Pepperers. The original founders of the Worshipful Company of 
Grocers* were known, at a very remote period of English 
history, under the name of Pepperers ; and, although they 
bore this distinctive appellation, they were recognised as 
general traders, who bought and sold, or, according to the 

* " The word Grocer was a term distinguishing merchants of this 
** society, in opposition to inferior retailers, for that they usually sold in 
** gross quantities, by great weights. And in souk- of our old books the 

word siguitics merchants that, in their merchaadiuiug, deait iur the 

whoU of any kind."— JlMWiiUft'« OuriAcemU ^Ute Qrtem* 
Onetnf In Ubro atatatomm nMtforum aignUoit mereatoreB, qui all- 

qiuMl aMidiUB gflona tolum ccerannt,"— Mi. EtifnuriogUm iMigiUf AM' 
f boafuf* 
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legal acceptation of the word, engrossed all kinds of mer- 
chandise. At the early dawn of commerce in this country, 
they established the first mercantile association on record, 
and, no doubt, suggested, at an after period, the first idea 
of the East-India anjl Levant Companies. 

** It 18 well known," says Ravenhill, ♦ " this Company 
" bath bied the most eminent merchants in this city : and 
** thb soetety iiath been so prolific that many otber sooie- 
** ties ha?e been branched ont from henoe» as will be owned 
** by the most worthy of them* Tbe merchants trading to 
** the Levant seas, and other societies, have originally 
" been the offspring of this society, as appears by ancient 
" records of indentures of apprentices tu members of this 
" CompaDy." 

The most autLentic proof of the cxistt nee of the frater- 
nity of Pepperers, at an early period, is that of the name of 
Andrmo Bokerel, peppcrer, who, for seven consecutive 
yean, namely^ from 1231 to served the office of 

mayor of London. 

In the xeign of Edward the Second, anno the isis- 
fraternity came to be governed by rules and ordinances, 
which are extant in one of the books of the chamber of 
London, under this title, — " Ordinatio Piptrarum de 
Soper-Laney' and written in Norman French, beginning 
thus : ** Ces sount les pointz que les bons genz de Sopere- 
" lane dei mestier des peverers, &c. By the assent of Sir 
** Stephen de Abyudoue, mayor of London, John de 
" Gisors, Nicolas de Farindone, John de Wengrave, 
•* Robert de Kelsby, William de Leyre, and others, made 

for the common benefit of the whole people of the 

The first charter of incorporation of the Grocers was i945. 
granted by King Edward tiie Third, in the twentieth year ^J^^if 
of his reign. Anno Domini 1845. The foundation of the tioii of the 
Company took place in the same year, when twenty-two 

* A Short Account of the Cumpaoy of Grocers. 1689. 
t Strype'ft Slowe. 
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persons, carryine^ on (he business of Pepperers in Soper*s 
Lane, Cheapside, ag;reet] to meet together to a dinner at the 
town maDsion of the Abbot of Bury, in St. Mary Axe, now 
Bevis Marks,* on the 12th of June^ 1345, and committed 
the particulars of their formation into a trading frateriiity» to 
writing* Tiiey then elected two persons of the company so 
assembledf Bog^r Onkyn and Lawrence de HtdyweUe, as 
their first gofemors or wardens^ chonng» at the same time, 
in conformi^ with the pious custom of the period, a priest, 
or chaplain, to celebrate divine oflBces for their souls' wel« 
fare. The details of this meeting, and the ordinances 
which emanated from it, both which were subsequently 
transcribed into the first volume of the minutes of the 
Company, are set forth, partly in Norman French and 
partly in old English, as follows, viz. — 

" £n le hon'. de Dieu, & de sa doaclie Mere, & de 
" Sanct Antonin, & de touz Sancz, le viceseme jour de 

Mag, en Fan de graoe Mil cccxk, & del Tiers Roi 
" Edward, apres le conquest, six, nne FnVmik fnist 

fonndna des Compaignons Peveres de Soperes-lane, p^. 

Am', fit unite de pins avoir, maintener & entrester 
** ensem*. De quel Fraternite somes comenseurs, fuu- 
" dtmra 6& doneurs de cunserver la dite Fraternity. 

WiLLM. DE Grantham* 
John de Stanope. 

WiLLM. DE HANAPBTBDB. 
WiLLM. DB COTOUN. 

LAURBMOB DB Halliwbllb. 

JOHAN DB BROUMSFOSD. 

Richard lb Zongb. 

ROBBRT DB HaTFBLDB. 

• ** The hotel, or inn, of the Abbots of Bury ; a great house, large 
of tooma, fair courts and garden plots, sumetime pertaining to the 
BaaMtiy but since to Hm Abtwts of Bniy, in SuflTolk, and OMnfom 

** called Bntiee Harks, milgwUer Berie MarltB. Since tiie diiMlndon, 
the property of Sir Thonaa Heaeagei bob of Tlioinas Heneage."— 

Sinfpe'9 Siowt, 
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NiooL-As Corp. 

ROOBR OSBKYN. 

WiLLM. Brian. 

johan de la more. 
Thomas Freland. 
Roger Carpenfier. 
Richard de Totyngton. 
Hbnry dbTotymgton* 

JOBAN LaMMASSB. 

John €k>NWARDBY« 

RBtfOMD DB GURDBVS. 

Pbrbs Yak* 
Vivian Rogbr. 

Gbffrey db Haliwbllb. 



Alle these xxij persones before wretyd, were fonoden 
** of owre fraternitie, and the same daie before wretyn, they 

were accorded to bee togydre at a denoer in the Abbot s 
" place of Bery, the xij daie of Jayn, in the yere of owre 

Lord Jhu m."' ccc xW, and ib the xix yere of Kyng 
" Edward the Thredde, as it ^peryth behynde in the 

aame booke In the uij leff : and at the sayd denner were 
** cfaosyB ij» the freste Wardynes that eTer were, of owre 

Ihitmyte'— Whois names foUowe wretyn; Bogere Oae- 

kyn and Ijamenee de Halywelle— and at y* sayd denner 
•* was chosyn a presto to synge for them : and everie 
" brothre to paye j"^ a weke, aud tiie prei»te to have la* 
" everie weke." 

At this feast, or " mang-erie," as it is qnaintly termed 
in the books, eveiy member was to pay twelve pence, and 
twen^-three pence more was to be disbursed by the War- 
dens. It was agreed, at the same time, that such feast 
should be ealled their *' First Assembly," and that the 
whole of the members should be clothed in a liTery, for 
which eyery one should pay his share, even on the day of 
the feast t and, by common consent, it was fiirther ordained 
to havu a priest on the feast day of St. John, Midsummer- 
day, then next ensuing, to sing uud pray for the same 
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Company, and for all Christian people : and, for such 
priest's maiDtenanee, every one was to pay at the rate of 
one penny a week, the ^v^^t ^^ in advance of tlie twelve- 
month ensuing, amonnting^ to tour sliillinf^s and four-pence 
each person^ which was done, and the receipt thereof ac- 
knowledged by the Wardens, Then follow the names of 
eighteen penons of the CooipeBy, each of whom is credited 
for foar ibflling!* end foor-penoet making the smnof £B . ISr. 
in part of ^£4 • 16 . 4, the priest** yearly wageiy at the rate 
of one penny a week eaofa for the twenty-two menben . 
A memorandomy attached to the aoconnt, orders. 

Que le prestre comenceroyt de chanter le iij jour de 
Julij en 1 an uvaiit diet ilk, resbeveroil chei»kua semuigae 

Ordinan- lieru follow the llrst Ordinances, poinfz, ns thoy arc 
termed, and it is gratifying to see how admirably they were 
calculated for the good government and guardianship of the 
FratemiQr. Several of them yet remain in force; and 
although, at a later period, bye^laws Were institated for the 
regulation of the Company, in whieh, as was natural, the 
progress of knowledge and civiliaation was daly regarded, 
it is ohsenrable that they had for their basis the J^emem- 
hrane«8 and Ordinances institnted by our predecessors, 
daring the first two centuries of their existence as a Fra- 
ternity. I do not trauscribe them in tlie quaint language 
and orthography of flie original, because tliey are lou^r, and 
would, in that shape, be tedious : I take them, generally, 
from Mr. Bridgman's adaptation. 

* Hia following win ibsw what was eoaslitered enough for a pifott^ 

imiatfUUHcc n few years afterwttds ^^ 

" The rate at which a single man, a clprc:yman, might lire docontly at 
this lime(^. d. 1362), is to be seen by an act of parliament of tins :ii.ih 

** year of King Edward III. chap. viii. whereby a penalty was to be 
imposed by the bishops upon priests taking more wages than is 
assigned : and that no mna sliall give to a petlali pciest for his wagtt 
alwre Ave nnifci. oi time poondt^ six iliilliiigB, end eight pence (equal 

*' to £8 : 1 : 0 of modern money) ; or else liie boaid, and one ponnd, 
six ahillinga, and eight pence.' —<4ad<rssii en CejnMme, vol. i. 
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ORDINANCES. 

These are the Points ordained in the year of our Tjord 
1345, by common assent ot those ot the beforesaid Fra- 
ternity, to be kept and holden for ever, namely ; 

It is agreed, by assent, that no person shall be of the 
Fraternity if he is not of good condition and of this craft, 
that is to 9my, a Pepperer of Sopor's JUuie, or a Spieerer of 
the ward of Cheap, or other people of their mystefj, 
vfaerever tiiey reside ; and, at their eatrance, to pay at 
least 18«. 4d, sterling, or the valne thereof ; and, in good 
love and witii a luyal heart, shall submit for their obe- 
dience towards all those who shall then be of the Frater- 
nity, and bo hound to keep and maiotaio the points after 
written, on pain of j)ayinp:, without any refusal, to the 
Wardens as is agreed and ordained by common assent 
from thenceforth for e?er, as by the points after written for 
the keeping and managing of which Fraternity, the first 
year Roofer Os$kyfi and Laurmee de HaUywUe were 
chosen Wardens by the oommon assent, to manage and 
redress all things accordtng to the points after written, of 
which the first point is ; 

That every year, on St. Anthony's day, in the month of 
May, all those who arc; of i\iQ said Fraternity, and who 
are in London, shall conu^ to the monastery of St. An- 
thony,* to hear the high mass, and to abide from the 
beginniDg of the said mass, and each of them shall oOcr 
one penny in the .worship of God and the Virgin Mnry, St. 
Anthony, and all Saints, and whoever faileth shall pay 
twelve penee ;f and on the same day, or any day within 

* The Fraternity were at a considerable expense in decorating an altar 
in St. Anthonj's church, in Threadneedle-atreet. A long catalogue, in 
Latfai, of the omaBflBti In use for It, Is inseitod in tlie Conpon/s boc^. 

t Tills ofdioMMe Is tfim wofdod In die original : — ** Ate whiehe dale 

** and tyme, the aoeord was by comon assente jM everie man of the 

*' Broth.**, hec bf^infryn tbf' rytic the daie of Srint AntonyTieyn the monyth 
** of Maye, shall comen to the cherche of Seint Antonyn© aforeaeid, yf 
** they bee in London, lor to here the hij^h masse, and there to abyde 
** from the begynnynge unto the eodyng of the masse, and eche of yem 
AalloffVe a peny in the wonblppe of Godde* his blessed noder Marye, 
*\Seint jUtonyne, and all Seyntls." 
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the octave tbefeof that ahall be assigned by the WnrAenn, 

all those who shall be in London shall assemble together in 
a house, and commune and dine together, and shall be 
served according to the Ordinances of the Wardens ; and 
every one of the Livery shall pay Ss. 6d. and those who 
shall be out of town shall pay 2^. (hI. for the said dinner, 
and towards the maiatenance of the priest ; and those that 
are not of the Livery and keep sfaopa, shall pay twelve- 
penee« 

And if any one wonld wish to be of the Fraternity, he 
shall not be leoeived if not of good fame and by the assent 
of the Wardens and Company ; and for any bad eondnet 
that may afterwards happen, may be banisbed the Fra- 
ternity. 

And if any debate should arise between one and another 
of the Fraternity, from henceforward, they are to repre- 
sent the matter to the Wardens, and whatever they shall 
ordain shall be observed on one part as well as the other ; 
and if in case one party will not abide by their ordinaooe, 
and eomplains to other ministers, all the Fraternity who are 
warned shall come with the Wardens to oppose him, if he 
be not in a case of felony, or snch case tint cannot be re- 
dressed but before those who have the law to preserve. 
And if| also, that the case could be redressed by the War- 
dens, and one party will not abide by their ordinance, as 
before is mentioned, that it be awarded by the assent of 
the Company, on a day assigned by the Wardens, to consult 
and ordain what he shall pay for the trespass. 

And if any one of the Fraternity is injured in his right 
against another, be he whom he will, every one of the 
Fhkternity shall go with him to have the matter redressed 
according to the fact, if in London ; and those who fail, 
shall pay twelve-pence to the common box of the Frater- 
nity, vnthout denial, whenever it is demanded by one of the 
Wardens, to support the alms hereafter written. 

And if any one of the Fraternity Las a dispute wrong- 
fully, ill th(^ same manner they are to go with him to have the 
matter redressed to the bestead vantage that can be, to save 
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his honour, and, if no penalty shall be ordaiiied» the ex > 
penses shall fall upon himself, and those who are wamed 
and fail going with him, in the same manner as hefore 
mentioned, shall pay twelve pence. 

And if any one of the Fraternity dies in London, all 
shall attend his dirge and funeral nntil he is buried ; and those 
who shall be warned thereof and ftil, shall pay twehre 
pence. 

And in the same manner shall the Point be kept, if any 
of the Fraternity die out of Loudon, and any of the said 
Fraternity shall be where that event happens. 

And if any of the Fraternity dies, and U happens that 
he has not left a sufficiency to bury him accoidmg to his 
station, he shall be interred out of the eommon eleemosy* 
nary money for the honour of the Fraternity, and all those 
who are warned and do not come to his diige and inter- 
ment shall, as before mentioned, pay twelve pence. 

And if any one of the Fraternity shall be asked by his 
friend to attend a dirge or oblation, every one who shall be 
warned shall go with bim or pay tdree pence, if he shall 
have notice in writing the night before. 

And if any one of the Fraternity shall be asked, even 
on the same day, by his friend, to attend a dirge or an 
oblation, he shall go with bim, or pay one penny. 

And when any one of the Fraternity, from henceforward, 
shall take an apprentice, he shall pay twdnty shillings to the 
common box the day before he receives soch apprentice. 

And on every apprentice's leaving hu master^s servioe, if 
it pleases him to be of the Fnrtemity, he shall pay £2 to 
the Wardens, and shall be entered ; but he shall find good 
security in case of any bad conduct that may happen after- 
wards. 

And those who are of the Fraternity shall be clothed 
once a year in a suit of livery, and, if they desire more^ 
the same shall be by assent, whether as coats or as sartouts 
(mtriotesjp to be on the ordinance of the Wardens; and 
those who are Wardens when any livery is bought for the 
Company against any time that should be in their year, 

E 
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tkey aball bay them, and hane Ibeiii madot and dialiibvie 
tlmn ; and nay lawfaUy take ffoat eadi mm what diall 

amonnt to his portion, wi^nt taking any more, that is to 
.say, Ijy one penny ; aod every one shall keep their livery for 
two whole years. 

And when the livery shall be bought, the Wardens to 
take, in the manner aforesaid, forty pence of every man ; 
and when they nceif e their livery, they shall pay the re- 
mainder of the amonnt without any further chaige* 

And if any one of the Fraternity should become poor by 
adventmes on the sea, or by the ad -anoed price of mer^ 
cfaandiaet or by bonowin^ or pledging, or by other mia- 
fortunes, that the Wardens and Company do orddn that 
he may be assisted out of the common money, according to 
ids situation, if he camiut du vvithout, when they are able 
to maintain him or them by the said iiioney. 

And when any one of the Fraternity makes bis will, be 
may, according to his circumstances and free will, devise 
what he chooses to the common box, for the better sap- 
porting the Fraternity and their alms. 

The JZemeaiftraiiost of the Fratemity^s meetii^ are eon- 
tinned regularly, from year to year, and are extremely 

curious, as illustrations of the manners and customs of the 
time : I shall, therefore, insert some of the earlier ones, 
before I pursue my notice of the Company in the form of 
a continued narrative. 

Members received into the Fraternity in 1346, in the 
time of John de Stanope and Bobert de Hatfelde. 

Thomas Aubrey, 

Thomas Dolbbly, 

Sir Andrew Awbry, 

Thomas Saldsbury, 

John Salusbury, 

William Bkokesborne, 

Sir John Hammond, 

81mon dolsbly, 

John Nock. 
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Mbmorandum. — ^lliat, on the 21st day of May 1346, uic. 

which was the day of our assoaibly, Lawrence de Halli- 
well, executor of Geoffrey de If alii well, formerly a Pep- 
perer of Soper'sLane, gave and delivered to the Fraternity, 
in the presence of all those who were present, a chalice 
with the cover, made of silver, which weighed twelve onnces 
goldsmitbs* weight, and an lioly vestment for the priest, an 
alb, manaple, stole, and chesible, with the corptta and a 
little missal,* to remain with and be used by the Fraternity 
for ever, to enter and make the said Geoffrey as one of the 
Fraternity in their register, and to have his soul prayed for 
by those who are maintained and assisted hy the said Fra- 
ternity for ever ; which n quest was granted by all the 
Company, who received the same and entered his name 
accordingly. 

All the Companions of our Fraternity met together in 
the Abbot's Place of Btiry, the 2Ist day of May, in the 
year of onr Lord 1346, Roger Osekyn and Lawrence de 
Halliweil being Wardens and Purveyors; after which 
feast, and the doth taken away, the said Roger and Law- 
fence chose John de Stanope and Robert de Hatfelde to be 
Wardens for the year ensuing, in the manner as appears in 
one of our Points before made ; to which .John aiui Robert, 
the aforesaid Roger and Lawience delivirt d all tlie money 
of the Fraternity, that is to say £G , Ki in silver and 
gold, and the chalice with the vesture, in tlie presence of 
William Grantham, William Uanapstede, Thomas Freland, 
and John de Bromsford, who were chosen by all the Com- 
pany to superintend the accounts and the delivery of the 
afofesatd Wardens. 

And it waa ordained the said 21st day, by common assent, 
that the Wardens for the time being, and those who should 
afterwards be, in aid and maintenance of the F^temity, ^ 

* It mas tinu in the original :— Une chalice ore le paterie donrant 

qe. poise xij onces, pois d'orfevre, et un vestement saincti aiibe, manaple, 
stole, et chesible avec le corpus qne petite missale.*' 

r2 
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should ha? e power to distrain, .and the distress so taken 
to letain and keep during the time of their Wardenship, 
withont any other manner of officer ; those who shsll act 

contrary to any of the ordinances, or shall refuse to pay 
what shall be imposed on them by the resolutions of the 
Wardens for their opposition or other defaults, according 
to their deserts; which power was sealed by all that were 
of the Fraternity, to be kept in the hands of the Wardens 
from year to year, to maintain them, and to take and 
retain the said distress, until satisfaction made by oar 
Points firm and established to be kept for ever. 

And on the same day it was agreed that, whoever should 
be of the Fraternity thereafteri shonld seal the said power 
in manner as others had done before, and firom y^ to 
year, on the day of assembly, it should be read before the 
whole Company after the other P<nnts. 

And whereas some persons of the mystery had had live- 
ries made by diflereiit persons who were not of the Fra- 
ternity, it was agreed that, from thencefore, no person 
who was not of the Fraternity should have the livery, 
which should be purchased for the Fraternity against Saint 
Anthony's day, in the month of May ; and, also, that those 
of the Fraternity, but not others, should be clothed once 
a year with a full suit, as appears by one of the Points 
' before recited. 

U47. Mbmorandum .<*That all the Gompanbns of the Fra- 
ternity, that were in London, assembled together, at the 
Abbot's Place of St Edmund, on the 8d day of June, in 

the year of our Lord 1347, John de Stanope and Robert 
de Hatielde being Wardens and Purveyors. At which 
feast, the aforesaid John and Robert chose for Wardens, 
for the year ensuing, Nicholas Corp and John Gonewardby; 
and to the said Nicholas and John, the aforesaid John and 
Bobert delivered the chalice, the vesture, and all the 
iponey of the Fraternity, that is to say, £14 . 7 . 9 j . in 
gold, 4a the presence of Simon Dolsely, William de 
Hanapsted, and Lawrence de HalliwelL 
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Becei?ed ia the time of Jolm Gonewardby and Nicholas 
Ckwp, Wardens, 1B47. 

Jambs db Stanopb, 

Sir William DB Thorneyb, 
Sir John dk GRANXfjAM, 
Nicholas Chaucer, 
William Kkechisrchk, * 
John db Evonbfbld. 

Bb it rbmbiibbbbd, that the assembly of the Prater- 
aitjr of St Anthony was at the lUngdehall,* the Sunday 
before Ihe day of Saint Thomas the Martyr, the 6th day of 
Myt In the year of our Lord 1848, John Chmewardby and 
Nicholas Corp, being Wardens and Forveyofs, who, on 
the same day, ohose Roger de Carpenter and William de 
Hanapstede to be Wardens for the year ensaing', in the 
manner as is ordained in one of our Points before written ; 
when the aforesaid John and Nicholas delivered £22 .5.9. 
to the aforesaid Roger and William, in the presence of 
Lawrence de Halliwell and Roger Osekyn; and the chalice, 
vesture, surplice, a little missal, and a superaltar, were 
also delivered to the aforesaid Roger and William. 

. Received In the time of Roger de Carpenter and Wil- 
liam de Hanapstede, Wardens, 1848. 

Sir John de Hichan, a penon of St Anthony, who died 
thb 2d Deo* 1848. 
Sir Simon de Wy, a parson of Barnes, who gave to the 

said Fraternity a chalice weig fiin^ fifteen ounces goldsmiths* 
weight, and a good missal which cost <£3 .6.8. 

• R3mgedehalle, or Ringed Hall, a place in Saint Thomas Apostle, so 
called, where there was a messuage. In the reign of Edward Hi* 
a place named, with four shop^ and two gardens, was graated by 
Ednrand, Earl of Cornwall, wfiose palaee U bad been, to the Abbot of 
Beaolien, near Oiford, and roBinnted with n plan of Hnatinga. id of 
Mchaidll. 
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1348. Memorandum. — That, on the 6th day of July, in the 
year of our Lord 1848, there was an assembly of the Fra- 
ternity, now called the Fraternity of St. Anthony, in the 
bouse of one Fulgham, called the KjDgedehiiU^ where 
they dined, and, after dinner was overp the foUowiog Points, 
hereafter written, were ordained by common asmt- 

Thoie who ihuii henceferwsid ifaaU be chosen (by the 
Wardens as befove mdained) to be Wardens for the year 
ensuing, it is ordained, by oommoD assent, for e?er» that 
let them be in town or absent on the feast day, that at their 
first arrival in London, they shall receive and take upon 
them the office of Wardeoship, iu the same manner as if 
they had been present at the feast, withoat any refusal, 
under the peimity before mentioned. 

And that every one of the Fraternity from thenceforward, 
that has a wife or companion^ shall come to the feast, and 
bring with him a lady if hfi pleases if they cannot come, 
for the reasons hereafter named, that is to say, stck^ big 
with child, and near delivevaiice,>t without any other excep- 
tion; and that every man shall pay for his wife fjOd,; also, 
that each shall pay 55., that is to say, 20d, for himself, 
20d> for his companion, and 20d. for the priest. 

And that all womeD who are not of the Fraternity, and 
afterwards should be married to any of the Fraternity, 
shall be entered and looked upon as of the Fraternity for 
ever, and shall be assisted and made as one of us ; and, 
after the death of her husband, the widow shall come to 
the dinner, and pay iOd* if she is able* 

And if the said widow marries any one that is not of the 
Fraternity, she shall not be admitted to the said feast, nor 
httwe any assistance giveii her, as long as she remains so 
married, be whom she will ; nor none of as ought to meddle 
or interfere in any thing with her on account of the Fra- 
ternity, so long as she remains married. 

* In tli9 orisiiial, & ameynft avec luy vne denioiseUe ai luy ^est.'' 
t " Malade, on grofie d'esfaal k prts m ddiTcnoiice." 
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And on the same day, it was ordained for ever, to liave 
a Beadle to warn and summon the Company wheneTer be 
is desired by the Wardens; and those who should be 
warned by him and make defaidl^ shall be fined (as by the 
before ordinances) as if they were warned by the Wardens 
themseWes. 

Aiid that the said Beadle of the Fraternity shall have for 
his trouble^ his clothing of the Livery, that is to say, the 
WardeDs shall increase the charge upon every piece of 
cloth 12d., and shall g-ive him his livery at the market 
price, and pay him the remainder in money far his other 
necessaries. 

And, on the same day, it was ordained that, from thence^ 
forth, the Wardens should not adventure over the seas, 
nmther lend any of the goods of the Fraternity but at their 
own hanard* 

And the Wardens, during their time, are to pay atten- 
tion, if any iqpprentices are taken by any of the Fraternity, 
that they enter them on eommon paper, as it is ordained ; 
if not, then at the end of the year the said Wardens shall 

deliver a liiit of tlic names of the masters and the new 
apprentices who have not been entered, to the other War- 
dens by them chosen. 

And also it is agreed upon, for ever, that, after the other 
Points, this Point shall be likewise read, that is to say, 
wlien they are assembled. 

Bb it RBtf bmbbrbd, that the Fraternity of Saint An- 1149. 
thony was at the Ryngedehall» the 14th day of June and 
4th day of Jdy following, in the year of our Lord 1B4B; 

William de Hanapstede and Roger de Carpenter, Wardens 

of the mystery and Purveyors, rendered their accounts, and 
chose on the same days, W iliiam de Grantham and Nicho- 
las Chaucer to be Wardens for the year ensuing, and 
delivered unto them in proper moneys £31 . 19 . 7, or the 
value thereof, under the inspection of John de Goiiowardhy 
and Robert de Hatfelde, being auditors of their accounts. 
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Beceived id the time of Williaiii de GraDtbam and Ni* 
cholaa Chattoer^ Waidens, 1849. 

WiLCOT Canstonb, 
Richard Grace, 
Jenkyn Gadfrey, 
Phelypot Farnham, 
Sir John db Londrbs, a 

Parmn of SuAMlktmjf, 
William Hanapbtbob, Jun. 
* John Wbbton* 
John Zonob, 
John Flan, 
Trombxyn Grantham^ 
John Otbrlb, 
Simon Stapilfordb, 

WlLCOT COSYN. 

The yeariy meetiogs contiiiaed to be held regularly ; aod» 
from 1350 to 1375* no miation took place* save an m- 
crease m the number of the Fraternity. Their common 
ttookvas detivmd, from year to year, to the newly- 
elected Wardens by their predecessorsy and the details may 
be found in the Tolnminons and moootonoas entries of War- 
dens' accouuts. In 137G, new ordinances were made, some 
of which continue in full vigour to the present day, parti- 
cularly that which relates to the coronation of new Wardens 
in the prince of the livery. The foUowing are extracts: 

isya^ Ordinances made the 20th of August, 1370. 

In the name of God, and in the 50th year of the reign 
of King- Edward the Third, for advancing- the honour of 
God and his holy Church, and for enlarging the hour of 
charity, the Grocers of Iiondoo, with one accord and con- 
sent* have ordained and established* to strictly obserre* for 
ever, the following Ordinances: 

* I should here uieuLiuu liiat, in occurs the lirst iastance of a 

cliavUable atlowanoe by die Company, vii. awediDioThoiDai La* 
tier," tad* aleo, 4kl. a week §at aaleffj to John I«e«Bter* the ftrst Beadle 
of the Conpany. 
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Tbey have orddiied, , tluit all the Company of this 
Mystery shall assemble onoe io every year, Id the month 

of May, and dine together, which dinner shall be ordered 
and provided by the two Masters for the time being, and, 
after dinner, or, in the quaint wording of the original, 
** when the rnangerie was ended," the Wardens were to 
** come wyth garlonds on ther hedes/' and the Company 
were to choose for their three Wardens for the year follow- 
ing, those " upon whom the forseid garlondes shallen bee 
sett^" and to them ahonld " bee delyvered*' all meney^ 
papeiSy &e. which belonged to the Vmtamtj, wider 
penalty of £10 ; and, if it pleaiet the Maitefs to obooae 
one of the Company who should not be then present, the 
garland or chaplet shall be sent by the Cumpaiiy's Beadle 
to the house of him who is so chosen and not present, and 
he shall accept of the office without any refusal, if he shall 
be in town, or, if out of town, he shall accept of the oflice 
on his £rst retam ; or, if any of the Fraternity, whether 
present or absent, being chosen in manner aforesaid, shall 
refuse the office, he shall pay, within eight days ensoing, 
ten marks for the salary of a priest for one year, or, other* 
wise, be tnmed out of the Company; and that the new 
Hiistefs do accept the ehaiges after^mentioned, that is to 
say, that they shall convene four meetings in the year, 
principally to treat of the common business of the Mystery, 
namely, one meeting to be in the month of May, another 
in August, the third in November, and the fourth in 
February, to perform the ahove-meutioned articles, and 
well and loyally keep and maintain all the ordinances 
already made, and to be made, for the common good, and 
by the common assent of the Fraternity; and they shall 
promise, banAjide^ accoiding to the utmost of their power, 
without having regard to any single profit or favour of any 
person, that tbey will render a trae and faithful account of 
all their receipts to the new Masters, in the presence of 
six good people of the Company, to be chosen for that 
purpose. 

In 1379, the Company being fully and iirmly established, 1379. 
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several additional re^ilatioiis were made, and, among the 
rest, one which appointed the first Court of Assistants ; six 
associates or assbtants were chosen to aid the Wardens in 
tke dlsoharge of their duties:* they were to he elected 
flimiiallyy wad to fotfoit Ifid* eveiy time they failed in their 
atte^danee* • 

1389. The Company gmdnally ineieaied in nnmben; 



of the"*^" affieun wont on pmpeionslyy and I bannot give a stronger 
Company, proof of the importanoe vhieh tbey attained* than by stating 
that^ in the year 1888, there were no less than sixteen 

Aldermen of London, at one time, curolied among their 
members ; their namus, many of which are of great oele- 
brity^ ace as follows : . 



Aldbbman Sir Nicholas Brembre^ 
Sib John Haooblby, 
John Wards, 
William Babrbtt, 
Adah Cablyl, 
Adam Chavngbor, 
John Hoo* 
HuoH Falstolpb, 
Obpprby Crbmylford, 
William Badby, 
Sir William Standon, 
Richard Aylesbury, 
John Fl rneux, 
William Eyvesham, 
Richard Presto b, 
John Churchman. 

The Fraternity, after holding their meetings for several 
years at the Abbot of Bury's, as before mentioned, at the 
Hotel of the Abbot of St. Cross, and at Fulsham's house at the 

* lo the original, the resolution ii thus woided : At fatst oougve- 
" gacyon of y« Wardeyns there shall be chosin six of ye Compftnte to be 
" helpyng and connMUyoge of y flame Wardeyns for the yeere foUow> 

" inge." 
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Rjfoged llaily appear to have takea up their temporary resi- 
dence io Bucklenbury, at a place called the Cornet's Tower, 
which had heen used by Edwaid the Third, at the begioning 
ef his reign, as his exchange of money and exchequer.* 
fieie the Company began to exercise the fnnctbns entrusted 
to them, of superintending the public weighing of merohan* 
dize^t a privilege procured for them, no doubt, by John 
Churchman, a member of the fellowship, some acconnt of 
whose life will be fodnd in another part of tLis volume. 
The list of the wcighu attached to this establishment is 
detailed in a note, anno lt398, in which it is stated, that 
they are deposited ** in domo com. ura. m. Gro. in Boke- 
iersbury that is, ** in the house of our oommuoity of the 
mystery of Grocers, in Bnoklersbnry." 

Having afterwards obtained a license to purchase of the 1427. 
Idord FLtswalter the chapel in the Old Jewiy, as before 
stated, I together with a portion of the said Lord's domain, 
they proceeded, io 1437, to build thomseWes a hall, the 
site of which has remained ever since in the possession of 
their descendants. 

The Company's charter of incorporation, which had been 1429. 
several times renewed, was confirmed by iV.ing Menry the Qf tjjQ 

Charter. 

• 

• " This tower, of late yeere«, waa taken down by one Buckle, a 
Grocer, meaning, in place thereof, to have set up and buildcd a 
*< goodly frame of timber ; but the said Buckle, greedily labouring to 
u poll down the old tower, a part flMreof ftll vpoB Um, wUoh m lora 
** bruSsed him. Oat Us Ulb was thereby eho«toiMd» and another mail 
mmUd hie widow, let up the new ptepend ftame of Umber, and 
<« daifhed the yrorkJ'-^Stowe'a Survaiey p. 279. 

t " So considerable in the city were the Grocers long before that time, 
** (the rci^n of Hi nry VI.) that they may be well presumed (time out 
of mind) io have had the management of the King's beam, as an otiice 
^ peculiar to them ; not only aa principally using the same, but as being 
originally Tested tfaeida, they having hiid all along (beyond the mo> 
mory of man) the naming of the weighmasCer, and the naming, placing, 
removing, and governing of the four porten attending that office, all 
** to be elected out of their own Company, and to be sworn at their ovni 
" hall, a privilege allowed them as their undoubted and inseparate right, 
"as run u at as that office itself, used in the city."— RavetMUt Short 
ilttou/ti uj tint Com/Kiity of Crocera, 
t See page S. 
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Sixth, ia the seventh year of his reign, and they became 
** a body politick, by the name of Cuilodu ^ Commumitas 
** MyUrii Groceria Londmi" * 

The particulars of the fine and ooils of obtainiog the 
Bitent, are detailed in the books aa foUowi, vis. 

1429.— To V Chauucellorjorafyne to y*^ King £dO 0 0 

Alsoe tory«. sealeof owre greate patente 8 5 0 
Alsoo lor y% drawiuge of y*^. saide patente 

aod cofttys • 0 12 0 

Privilege The same charter granted to the Company the exchisive 
privilege of g^arbliog, in all places throughout the kiugdom 
of England. This garbUng* being chiefly confined to 
pepper and other spices, was deemed necessary, in order 
that the material might be sold in a clean and pure state^ 
unmixed with baser matter. The oflicer to whom this ope- 
ration was entrusted, was sworn, at the time of iiis appoint- 
lnent| to discharge bis doty faithfully and diligently, and to 
observe that the garble -ot merchants' goods should be 
impartial. In the year 1304, a petition was presented to 
the corporation of London by the Grocers* Company, and 
by Angelo Ciba, Reginald Grillo, Tobias Lomellino, Branca 
Doria, and other Genoese, Florentine, Lucca, and Lom- 
bardy merchants, complaining of the unjust mode of gar- 
bling spices and other sotill vmres. It was thereupon 
ordered that any merchant who should, for the future, sell 
spices, or other merohandiae belonging to garbelhige, with- 
out its being first cleansed by a garbellcr, chosen, accepted, 
and sworn for that purpose, should forfeit the goods. The 
Grocers' Company were requested to recommend some 
member of their own body to the Court of Aldermen to 
fill this oflloe, which they accordingly did, and Thomas 
Halfmark was chosen and sworn garbeller of spices and of 
9ot%U ware, f 

* Ravenhill. 

t ** The garbeller nf spiers is an ofRcer of preat Rntiqiiity in the city of 
*' London, whu is empowered to < ntei any sh()[) or warehouse, to view 
and liciutU drugSj &c. aud iu j^arblu aud cicauitc them." — Cowd. 
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TIlis charter was afterwards coiifirnied> vitb a few alier^ 
ations, lo the reigns of Henry the Eighth, Charles the 
Fbvt, Charles the Second, James the Second, and WilKani 
the Ihifd. The office of garheller, however, fell into desue- 
tude, and the last mention made of it is in Jafy 1687, 
when a ** Mr. Stuart, tjie city garbeller, oflered to purchase 
the Company's right In the garbling of spices and other 
garbleable merchandize." The Court, finding that^ 
from long disuse, their privilege of appointment to that 
office was weakened, the^ accepted a small fine of ,£50, 
from Mr. Stuart for the office for life, and twenty shil- 
lings per annum." 
I have already mentioned that the origmal Ordinances i46». 
of this Company were kept in Norman French, and, I lau^n 
should have added* partly in Latin ; as some confusion the OnU* 
arose from this irregular mode of inscrihing the acts and to j^giuh. 
proceedings, it was resolved, in 1418, during the Master- 
ship of Robert Chichely, that they should be translated 
into English. 'Ihis was uot^ iu all probability, executed to 
the satisfaction of the Court of Assistants ; for, in \^G3, 
Alderman William Marow being Master, the whole was 
renewed or re-copied, as appeare from the foUowitjg; entry: 
In the tyme of William Marowe^ Alderman, and alsoe of 
John Crosbie and William Browne, Wardeyns, namelie, 
of y^ Mysterie or Brotherhode of Groceres of the Cittie 
of London, elected y*. 29 dale of y^ moneth of Augoste, 
in y*. yeere of owie Lorde 1468, and in y*.' yeere 
Sang Edward IV. this hoke was renewed.'' New Or* 
diiumces were made^ confirming and improTing those 
already cited, and, further providing for the security and 
interests of the Fraternity. They relate chiefly to the 
obligation of secrecy on the part of the members, to the 
promotion of brotherly love, and, as the chief means of 
effecting this, it was ordained '* that yf anye debatis arose 
** betwixt anye two members, lor misgov^ruauuce of" w ordes, 
or askyng of dette, or anye othere thynge, the partye 
playntif should come to the Maistres for the yere, and 
*' telle his gnevattuce,*' and the Master was to make an 
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end thereof; bei if ke oooU aot* Umh, " by leve of the 
*' Meiitre they might goe to the Lawe;" whkh, I faope« 
ooDe of them hid the* impnideiioe 'to do. For a eonti* 
denble time after these new nraogemeDtSy there is no 
notiee of any oceumnee worth rebtiDg; the entries are 
^ oonfined to the registering of apprentices and freemen, to 
the elections of Wardens, and to the details of accouats of 
expenditure. As some of these are curious and worth 
preserving, I shall g^ive a few extracts from them in the 
Appendix ; their insertion here being supertiuous, and 
calculated only to intermpt the course of the narrative. 
Tlie Refor- Although there is no special mention of the fact, it is 
^^^^ clear, from a vane^ of entries io the books, that the 
Gfocers' Company went with the stream al the Reformat 
tioop and adopted the Pretestant iaith» in whioh ^ey ap* 
pear to have eontinned until Qaeen Mary came to the 
throne. The fint aot of her reign was the restoration of 
the Cslholis religion ; and this Company, in oonmion with 
the odieffs, was compelled to adopt, or to appear to adopt, 
the ancient faith. I find, accordingly, that oa Sunday, 
1566. June 8, 1556, " My maistres the Aldermen, the War- 
'* deyns, and the hole Liverie, assembled at their comon 
** house, called Grocers' Hawll, and from thens they went 
" to their churche, called S*. Steven's, Walibrooke ; where 
*' they heard dirge songe; and, that being ended, they 
** returned to their sayde HawU» where they drank ae- 
" cording to their olde onstome ; and after, as many as 
were memben, went to the eledion of thdr new War* 
dieynf and» on the day following, (Monday,) the whole 
. livery oame to the Hall at ten o'clock in the morning, 
and again went to St. Stephen's, where a sermon was 
preached by Mr. Christopher, " and the masse of Requiem 
" songe by note;" and, that done, they returned to the 
Hall to dinner, after which, they crowned Sir John Aylifle, 
Knight and Alderman, their upper Warden.* The War- 

* Hw Grocers had, wigioany, foiudid a duntry in Ibe ehvrch.of St. 
AstfaoBj.wUcikluullMearappfeiMdattlMllelbr^^ AttiUspetiod, 
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dens were tben requested to provide an honest pieste, of . 
goode fame/' to wait upon the JArery when they attended 
or on other occaiions, ^* where he might be 
" needed.* Sir John Hante, brag appointed to tliis 
oflke, put in his hnmhie snit " to be allowed the two ^ 
^* lodgings adjoyning the parsonage of St. Steven's, Wall- 
*' brooke, for his lodging there during pleasure, upon Iiis 
** regularlie attending the Companie." The rectory of 
St. Stephen's, being vacant at this period, tliree priests 
made suit for it to the Company, and one Dr. Staple was 
elected ; but as Eonner, the Bishop of London, refused 
to approve of this appointment* it is most probable that 
the said Dr. Staple was not considered by him as a genuine 
Catholio.* From this nominationj we may infer that the 
memben dS the Grocers' Company, in outwardly resuming 
the restored leligion, yielded to force and not to convictioo. 
A Mr. Busby was afterwards elected to the living. 

The fint compulsatory loan levied upon the city was at .i^^^* 
the eommenoement of tiie year 1556, and it had for obfeet 
to enable Queen Mary to prosecute that war with France 
which proved so injurious to the Enjjlish interests, and 
which occasioned the loss of the city of Calais. Maitlaud 
mentions the sum required as bei no- .€20,000, and he states 
the interest allowed upon it to have been at the rate of 
twelve per cent. He is evidently wrong in the amount, as 
the Company's records state it to be £65,000, and that 
their proportion of it was £7,055 • II « which was raised 
by individual contributions among the members, f 

tiMj sooi^t to ne«nr€rlt« ss appaan by the foUowliif entry Matter 
" Oflbome to be eonsalted as to atf Eausbeqnw writ to be sent to the pos- 

sessors and occupiers, or receivers, of the profits of the late chaunterie 

in the rimrch of Saint Antonie's, of London, of the foundatioii of the 
** cralt of Grocers." The matter came to nothing^. 

♦ '* On pretence of discouraging controversy, she (the queen) silenced, 
" bgraaairt of prerogative, all the pieaohen throughout England, except 
" muh at iMtfeMaiiia jMrHetildr JImhm; and it was easy to foveaeethat 
« none but the Catholics would be UjovomA with thia piMlege."— > 
Sume*8 HUtoi-y of England, vol. ir. 

t About Uu» period the sovereigns were frequently in the habit of bor- 
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Ftetl ve* So noeb wen men diiplmed with fhe oondact of Mm 

of Fro- the reign of Mary, and such were their apprefaen- 

sioDS of futurity, that a general and unfeij^ncd joy was 



manifested on the accession of Queen Elizabeth to the 
throne. Her education, as well as her interest, induced 
her to favour the Reformation, and she did not long hesitate 
with respect to the party she should adopt. The Protestant 
religion was once more establkhed ; and, accordingly, on 
1^69, the 5th of April I559p tiie Company's books describe the 
Wardens and livery as going to St. Stephen's church, 
pfevioos lo the deetion, to bem divine senrioe,'' and 
attendingt on the following daj» " a solemne sermon/ 
after wbieli the holy commanion was administered to the 
members. They, finally, got rid of all traces of tbe Roman 
Catbofio religion by ordering, in 1568, sale to be made 
of alle the vestymeiits, copes, albes, and other ornaments 
belonginge to churche stuffe, nowe remayuinge in this 
bowse, (the Uall,) for the most commoditie of the Com- 
** panie." 

Orocii"^ On the 12th July, 1559, the twelve principal corpora- 
tions of London sent out the same number of Companies, 
consisting together of fourteen hundred men, to be mus- 
tered in Greenwioli-pariL before the Qoeen; eigbt hnndred 
whereof were ^emen in bright armour, four hundred 
harqvebnssiers in eoats of mail and helmets, and two hnn* 
dred halberdiers in German riTets. These troops were 
attended by iwenty-e^ht whifflem, rioUy dressed, and led 
by the twelve principal Wardens of the aforesaid corpora- 
tions, well mounted, and dressed in black velvet, with six 
ensigns in white satin, faced with black sarsnet, and rich 



rawing null ranis of bom j tor Ihohr immediate raeeiiltiei. In 1S81, 
ffcAqoame sent lettns of prfrla srale to the Covpania form hnndrcCk 
** powndeo to be p&ide to her Gnko^s use, by waie of lone, Ibr n oert^n 

** time meDtioDed in the same lettres, to be ccrteynley rcpaidc agayn/' 
In Au^uat 1675, was received " a precepte nf the Lord Mayor to tliis 
howse to prepare £134 . 6 . 8, to be lent to the Queene's Mi^estie, for 

" one whole yeare, vad if they had not soe much in store, they were 

« eonmaiided to bonowa tho aoiSa, at intemt» at tho ootlet and chmgaa 

«< ofUwirhnwl." 
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miik.* Tie Oman' cootrilMtkm to thb bfiUiant pag^ 
is aodcafl as follows* in a |»ecept from the Lord Mayor, which 
orders, " 190 personnes, apte and picked men ; whereof 
** GO to be with cal^vers, flaskes, touche-boxes, morions, 
** swordes, and daggers ; d5 to be in corselettes, with hal- 
*• bertes, swordes, and daggers, for a shewe at Greenwich." 
These kind of exhibitions were several times repeated. 

On the 8th July 1560, a notice was received from the The Com- 
Lord Mayor» that i:400 was to be gathered of this Com- ^tore^ 
" paoie for a pioTisioii of come for the city ; the sayd 
** samme to be paide at the Gayldballe the Idth of the 
foUowyog mcmtb, on aceoont of the expected gteat and 
exoeisive price of wbeate and gtaine, and also the gfeate 
scareitie and wante of the same that there was» and was 
▼erie Ukeiie sfaorllie to encrease, by reason of the greate 
*' exoesse and abnndanee of imne and unseasonable wea* 
*• ther it has pleased Aim ightie God, of late, to send within 
'* the realme, if some good remedie, provision, and staie 
** should not be speedilie provided for the same ; and, it is 
further© ordered, to avoide the same, that there shall be 
** taken up and made, with all convenient expedition, of 
^* the Companies and Fellowshippes within the oittie^ a 
verie good and substantiaUe masse and somine of money 
to provide and bay corne withalle, as well beyond the 
** sea as elsewhere, towards which they are assessed as 
<* above.^ The object of this precept was to induce the 
Companies of London to keep by them a stock of eom, 
from which the poor were to be supplied, at periods when 
bread was dear, with meal at reasonable rates. This is 
demonstratod by the following notice, entered on the mi- 
nutes in March 1616: — A precept was received from the 
Lord Mayor, directing the Company " to furnish 6 quar- 
ters of wheate meale to be sold at the markett of Queene- 
hythe, evene Wednesday to the poore." The plan of 
keeping a store of corn for this benevolent purpose, was 
excellent, and was continaed for many years ; the Com- 
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* Stowe'f A«iali.~BlaitlMid'f History of London, vol. i. p. SS4. 
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pany had regular gnuiarifls at Bridewell and at the 
house, and made their puiehaies when corn was cheap ; 
lelUDg it, from tune to time, to pra^rent its spoifingy and 

replacing what was disposed of by new wheat. 

James I.'s There is one very sing-ular fact connected with the store of 

Son*io*the com, which I cannot avoid citiug', as it shews the streights to 

Company which the royal houseliolcl was occasionally reduced for want 
forconi* 

of money, during the reign of James the Ist. On the 1st 
of October 16^, the Wardens received a letter from the 
Duke of Lennox, Lord High Steward ; Sir Thomas £d- 
mondSf LordT^asurer; and Sir John Suckling, Comptroller 
of the royal honaahold; which, after being read to the Court 
of AsaistantB, was transcribed, wrhaHmf in the proceed- 
ings of the Company, and I here insert it at length ; 

" To our lovinge friends the Wardens and Assistants of the 
" Company of Grocers of the City of London. 

** After our hearty commendatiorjs ; whereas by the neg;- 
'* lect of His Ma"^" purveyors. Lis house is att ihh tynie 
" altogeather unfurnished with wheate, by means whereof 
" there is a present want of 100 quarters of wheate for the 
** service of his household, wee doe therefore pray and desire 
** yoti, that out of your stock, Hu Ma^ may be supplied 

with dO or 40 qnarters of your best and sweatest wheate, 
'* nntiU his owne provision may be brought in ; the which 

we doe faithfully psonuse shall be payd nnto you agayne 
" in November next att the furthest, and, because itt is 
*' intended that by the exchange thereof yon shall have noe 
•* losse, we have, therefore, committed the care thcrLot to 
" Mr. Harvye, one of His Ma' ' officers of the Grenclothe, 
** who shall see the same duelye answoared and brought 

into your granarie by the tyme appoynted ; and soe, not 
•* doubtynge of your willinge performance uppon soe present 
** and needefuU occasion, wee bidd you heartilie farewell. 
" Whitehall, tiie 27 of September 1622. 

" ITour loving friends, *' LENOX. 

Thouab Edmonds, 
johk sucxlinqb.'^ 
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This curious documctit, although sitrnecl by three of the 
greatest men in the state, failed of producing its full effect, 
for there appears to have been great hesitation, on the part 
of the members, to nccede to the demand; but the officer 
mentioned in the letter, being in attendance, promised 
" soe to mediate, that ten quarters should be taken in 
" satisfaction of the whole demande;" and, accordinglj, 
that quantity was ordered to be lent to his Migesty; bnt 
whether it was ever repaid does not appear. 

In the following feign, anno 1631, the Lord Mayor 
informed the Company that divers merchants trading 

to the East conntries, had, of late, broaght into the 
** kingdome great quantities of come, (being rye,) wliich, 
•* for quality, was as good or better than the growth of 
** this kingdome, though they had no vend for it;" that, 
on the suggestion of the Lords of the Privy Council, they 
were contented to sell it at Sd. per bushel less than it cost 
them ; and that the said Lords, as well for their relief as 
for the encouragement of fntore speculators, had recom* 
mended the Lord Mayor and Aldermen to press the 
Companies to bay it at the prices offered, blaming him 
for not having compelled them so to do. The Lord 
Mayor^s letter goes on, therefore, to command them, in 
conformity with this recolnmendation, to repaur to Mr. 
Alderman Clitheroe, Governor of the Eastland Company, 
and to purchase 500 quarters of that rye, at 6s. 6d, a 
bushel, ** beinge one-half of this Ctwnpanie's proportion, 
•* at the rate of 10,000 quarters, which tlicy were bound 
•* to have in store, accordinge to ancient custome, and 
** that fhey should laye up the same in the Companie's 
i, gYmiane, in readinesse for supplying the citie marketts, 
** as occasion may require.'* Whereto, ** after a grave, 
" mature, and deliberate debate,*' the Conrt ordered, 
that answer should be returned with all humble respect; 

1st, That the act of Common Council, ordering the 
Companies to provide com, expressed only wheat, and not 
rye. 

2d1y, That they had hitherto furnished the markets and 

p 2 
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wwds, ■gfeeably to iito LodUhip's dinetioniy to tlieir 
apparent lo« af £400 at dia leait» aad ware yat rtored 
with 400 qnarleiB for fntora tapply* irluefa proportioii, tbay 
aaneaived, woild ba soffioiaDt tiH banrast, whan {Qod 

willing) tbey hoped to renew tbeir store upon better and 
more es^y rates. 

3dly, That, besides the pro])ortion of coru they then 
had, they expected the performance of a contract, from 
Mr. Burlamacb of 2U0 quarters more. 

4thly, That tbey found, by tbeir experience and loss, 
notwithstanding the great scarcity and dearth, that the 
poor wonld not receive or use meal of either barley or rye 
alone» nor yet with the miitare of two*third parts of wheat 
with i^ ao that 600 qnartani af rya would laqnire 1600 
qnarten of whaat to ba pot to it, and thay, therefor^, 
coneeived it im possible for the Company to nndertaka snch 
a bai^iain. They state, besides, thai in winter, when 
wheat was very dear, and soaroely to be had, they were 
constrained to buy rye to mix with wheat, to furnish the 
necessity of the market at that time ; but thev found the 
city markets then so slack for that commodity, that the 
greater part of v. hat was then bought, remained still on 
their hands for want of purchasers, to the Compaiiy s g^reat 
loss; and they further contended *' that there had been no 
pnblic contract made for any com with the merchants 
mentioned, and they conceived, therefore, that tbey 
had only booght it in hope of prefit^ for whioh purpose 
they hnded some part pf it upon the ooast ; and divan 
" other merehants, both Dnteh and English, had likewise 
«« brought in great qoantities, whieh they offered to sell at 
** 5t« the bushel, whieh was the eanse of the said loss, it 
** being a thing usually incident to merchants to receive 
"** loss by overloading of a market with any commodity." 
They therefore humbly prayed to be excused. 

In 1642, the Court of Aldermen having communicated 
to the Court the distressed situation of the Protestants in 
Londonderry, who, in a petltiou, prayed for a supply of 
corn, requested a contribution from the Company's store ; 
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upon mhkk one hondred qtufftets were oideied Co be 
iMued for tbe purpose. Afler the Restotftte* in 1600« a 
sum of £12,000 was lefied» by the Common Coimdl, upon 
the Companies of the eity, to be laid out in eome as a 

** present to the King's Majestie." The proportion of the 
Grocers was £1080, which they freely gave as an acte 
*• of honor and respect from llie cittie, aod which may io 
*• doe time conduce to the singular advantage and benefit 
** the Compaiiie." The stock of com was constantly kept 
np, as before stated, until the great fire of Locdon in 
1666; the Company's property having been then entirely 
destroyed, the cnstom'was disoontinaed. I should have 
stated that the money for this pnrpose was levied by a 
personal oontribntion liom the nembeis,* and that two of 
tlie livery were, from time to time, appointed by the 
Conrt of Assistants, nnder the name of Come Renters^" 
to eoUeet it. 

• One of the popular acts of Qaeen Etiaabetfali reign was iMi. 
the restoiatioo of the circahiting mediam to a jost standard 
and Talae ; it was naturally expected that this wonld have 

been followed by a decline lu the prices oi' all kinds of 
commodities; but the dealers evidently conspired to keep 
them up, as appears by a curious article inserted in the 
Comtmny's books: — 

lu the year 1561 the Wardens of the Mercer's Company 
being summoned before the Queen's council " for uttehng 
** and selling velvetts, sattens, and damaskes" at the great 
prices they did ; " considering her Majesty liad brought her 
*' base coin to as fine a coin as ever was in England; 

which baseness of coin had been thentofore their's and 
*' othei^s ezcoM for the high piiees of all manner of wares* 
** and that the nobility and gentry perceived no amendment 

of the prices of the said sorts oif silks, to the great oflbnee 

of her Grace." The Mercers replied, that they had no 
power or authority over those who sold silks, except they 
were members of their own Company, ;ind that retail 
dealers of other Companies were much more faulty ; in 
proof whereof, they requested their Honors would send for 



Digitized by Google 



I 



70 COMPANY OP GROCERS. 

the Grocers, and take them to task, promising for them- 
selves to make sach reform as would give, satistaction. 
It is most probable, that some commuDication was made 
to the Company on this subject, ns the above appears in 
the records ; but as no farther uotice is taken of it, we 
have no means of ascertaining whether the Grocers pro- 
ceeded to reeominend a redaction in the prices of commo- 
dities to the members of their fratemify. 
1667. Xt has afaready been stated, that Qaeen £lizabetb» whose 
toij ia*''^ treasmy was freqaently at a jery low ebb, made occasional 
BBfiud. applioatleiM to the (Sompanies of LoDdoB for the loan of 
small suns of money. She resorted, besides, to other 
modes of snstaimng her finances, snoh as, discharging her 
obligations to her senrants and dependants, by granting 
them patents for monopolies, which they sold to others ; an 
impolitic proceeding on her part, which created p^neral 
discontent.* Tn 1567 she borrowed a hint from some <^ 
flie contiuontal governments, and liad recourse to the ex- 
{ledient of a lottery, the first ever known in England. The 
science of pufiing, which, in our times, has attained such 
perfection, was unknown at that period, and, in lien of 
placards and advertisements, she appears to- have adopted 

* Shft granted her ienaiifs and courtiers patents fbr numopulics i 
" and thoM patenti th^ sold to otiierB, who wove thordiT enabtod to 
M niM conunodities to what price they plMsed, and who put ioviacible 

** restraints upon all commerce, industry, and emulation in the arts. It 
" is astonishing to consider the number and importance of those commo- 
" dities, which were thus assigned over fo patentees. Currants, salt, 

iron, powder, cards, calf-akins, felts, pouldavies, ox-shin bonea> train 
" (hI; lists of clofh, &e. Th«iS am Intta pwt of (lis eoonnoditioSi 
*^ which had iMMnapptopriatod to inoiiopollstB. Wliett this'liat was icad 
** in the hovse, a member cried, not hrcoA in f&e pxmherl Bread ! said 
« cy(>r\' one with astonishment : Yes, I assure you, replied he, if tiffairs 

ga on at this rate, we ahall hnve bread reduced to a motujw^ b^WB tkt 
" Uixt itarliament." — Hume's History qf England^ vol. v. 

In 1676, a precept was read to the Court by the Wardens, of a license 
granted by tbo Queen's Migesty to one Aetrio JhvUellOf an Italian, tihat 
he 4»fely dmnld btinf into this realm ** waum and sallet oyle, and he to 

mU tta same to any peraon lie will, foreign or freeman, and at bis owns 
" beame," which being thought prejudicial to tlie freemen of the city, a 
petition to the Mayor and Aldermen, on the sul^iect, was ordered U> be 
drawn up. 
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the more direct mode of personal solicitation. A notice in 

the records, dated November 1567, sets forth, tkat the 
Lord Mayor sent a precept to the Wardens, to acquaiut 
them, that he had received from the Lords uf the Quccn'g 
most honourable Privy Council, in her Grace s name, a 
letter *' m comeudacion of the lotterie lately piihlished by 
** her Highness, which, for the furtherance of the same, 
" did reqoire, that the Wardens would call the Componie 
** together^ and exhorte the same to adventure some rea- 
" sonable'snm toward the preferment of the same lotterie.'^ 
The contents of this letter being eonsidered» erery one of 
the Company present promised " to put in somewhat, as 

to themseWes should seem good." It was also resolired, 
that the Wardens should, of the goods of tlie house, " ud- 

venture and put iii(o the said lotterie, the some of ^^xx, 
" Nvliicb is for xxxx lotterie shares," and tlio Court to be a 
safiicient warrant for the same. The posie to be this — 

« For die Orocen' Hawll, 
** A lott greate or Bdudl." 

It was likewise thought goodt that the Master and 
Wardens should cause the whole Liveiy and Commonaltj 
to assemble to the end the like exhortation might be 
" made to them/' The lottery here mentioned is described 
in a very curious and rare tract, in the Guildhall library, 
entitled, " The great frost ; cold doings in London, except 
** it he at the lotterie* A Jtimiliar talke hetweene a coun^ 
** tryman (mil a citizen^ touching this terrible front and the 
" great lot fe rip, and the effects of them,*' The following 
dialogue occurs in it : 

Cotfftfryman.— " I remember, in the eleventh yere of 
** the raigne of Queene Elizabeth, a lotterie began here in 

London, in which, if my memorie faile not, were foure 
" hundred thousand lotts to be drawne. 

* This lottery was drawn at the western duor of Saint Paul's Cathedral. 
— JUUMuhT* Jtfifflary tff London, 
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CUitmL/^** Yoa tay rigiit; lo maeli BtiU lies in my 
memorie. 

CbmilryMfi.— " Many, that kllerie wai ibr moiieyt 
and ereiie ktt was too sUilliiigB. Then there was anotber 
gvaat lottflria about the eight and twentie yeeva of Ike 
aame Qiieeiie*s faigne, whieh began is the middle of 
«• aommer» and was for lioh and eoslly armonn, guilt and 
engrayen. To win these annon, «lf ihs Ckmpames of 
•• the Cittie ventured general! summes of money.** 

Various entries demonstrate that the Company were fortu- 
nate and gained several prizes, but the amounts uf them 
are not specified. It is clear, however, that they were 
▼ery tardily, if ever, paid. In one place we find mention 
of persons appointed " to xeceive the lotterie money;" and 
later, in ld71« foor yean after the drawing, it is stated, 
that ** money is ooming to this honsefor the lotterie;" and 
that, as " eeiien of the Comiianie« for their adteatwe m 
the lotterie, have not been fNud," it is agreed to snpplieate 
the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, to take some 
" order for the payment thereof." It is eiident that this 
measore was attended with no beneficial resalt, for there is 
not one entty in the accounts to shew that the prizes were 
ever paid. Aboot 45 years after the Company were more 
fortunate; for, in December 1612, the following entry 
occurs ; ** A faire round salt and cover, all of silver guylt. 
" weighing 44^ ounces 1 dwt., was received by the War* 
" deos, in regard of «£ld . 10 . happening to them in the 
late lotterie, made for the plantation in Virginia, npon 
their adTontare of patting in of £0^ . 5 , and for Ids. M 
moie, paid by the Master and Wardens for the same.* 
These are the only two oooasipns on which mention of lot-> 
teries is made in the records; and although diese traps for 
the unwary were of frequent occurrence aflerwards, the 
Company, no doubt, profited sufficiently by the-experience 
they had purchased, and abstained from venturing in them. 
1568. It is well known tbat Queea Elizabeth, for having 
STjiwiiit i^e-est^lished the Protestant faith, was excommunicated 
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by a boll of Pope Pios V. Granger, ftlladinjip to tlris 

iact, adds that, " as she was the main pillar of the 
*• Reformed Religion, she was compelled by the great 
*• law of necessity, though not without grief and reluctance, 
" to let loose the laws against seminary priests and Jesuits, 
" her known enemies, as her personal safety and that of 
" her kingdom depended upon it." It is a carious fact, 
that one of the most formidable of these jesoits, and the 
first of that sect who tafiTered martjrdom in this reign, 
was Edmimd CampkMi, ao exhibitioiier or scholar of the 
Giocen' Company at Oxford.* Before he formally adopted 
the dootrines of the Chnrch of Rome, suspicions of his 
orthodoxy were entertained, and the Conrt of Assistants 
felt themseWes bound to make inquiries into the subject; 
the particulars of their proceedings and the final result of 
them are thus detailed in the bonks in the year 1C58: 

** To accorde and clere the suspicions conceived of 
*' Edmond Caaipion and one of this Companies' scollers, 
** that be may utter his mind in favoring the religion now 
" authorized ; it is agreed that, between this and Candle- 
^' mas next, he shall com and p^eache at Pawll's Crosse 
" in London, or ells the Companie's exhibitions to cease 
*' and be apoynted to another; and that he shall have 
" wamynge thereof from Mr. Wardens to provide faim« 
" self." Campion evidently disUked the proposed ordeal, 
for a snbseqaent entry states, that h», *' being one of the 
" Compame's scoUeis, and snspeeted to be of unsound 
** judgment in religion," petitioned them to postpone " the 
" cleering of himself herein by preachinge of a sermon at 
" PawPs Crosse, unto Michaelmasse/' which was agreed 
to. It is afterwards mentioned^ that he presented himself 
at a Court of the Company, " to know their pleasure as 
** to this business?" He expressed great disinclination to 
preach at theOross, and entreated, at all events, to be 

• A Iiead of Cupkm wm piivtsd at Riuue, with tliif inscriptioii at- 
tsehod to it&— P. Edmimd Campianna, qui pfioitis e Societ. Jean 
** Laadini, pro fide Cathol. Bfar^riium conswnnavit. 1 Dec. 1681." 
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allowed further time for preparatioQ. The Court, taking 
ill ootxl part that he did not absolately refuse, were satisfied 
to allow liim first to preach, ** as a less nottable place than 
** FawU's Crosse," at their church of St. Stephen*.^, Wall- 
biook. On this being communicated to him, he again 
endeavoured to evade the trial, and, on the plea of beio^ 
" a pnblick person, that could not do what he would, and 

that he was beside chaiged with the ednoatioii of diveis 
** wonhippfnll meo's ohfldien/' he asked a longer tiine« 
As the Company would not eonsent to this» he reqoesled 
a note* in writing, containing the pieoiie natue ci their 
desires. Having obtained this and not ohoosing to comply 
with its contents, he, subsequently, resigned his exhibition 
at the university, aad the Compujiy appoiuied another 
man in his place. 

As this extraordinary man obtained great celebrity in his 
time, and as he was in some dep:ree attached to the 
Grocers' Company, it may not be irrelevant to give a brief 
sketch of his life. Edmund Campion was educated at 
Christ's Hospital, in London, whence he removed to Saint 
John's College, Oxford^ He there distinguished himself 
as an orator and a disputant, in both which capamties he 
entortained Qneen Elisabeth at a pnUio aet^ when she 
visited the nnivenity. He soon allter became a convert 
to the Church of Rome^ and retired to the college at 
Bonay, where he took his bachelor of divinity's degrees. 
In 1573, he travelled to Rome, where he became a Jesuit, 
and was soon after sent by his superiors, as a missionary, 
into Germany, where he composed his Latiu tragedy, 
intituled Nectar and Ambrofjia, wliich was acted with 
great applause in the presence of tlie Emperor. The last 
scene of his life was in England, where he was regarded as 
a dangerous adversary to the Established Church. He was 
executed at Tyburn, the Isi of December, 1681.* His 

♦ " Campion was detected in trea?onnble practicf^ ; and being jiut to 
** the rack, and confessing his guiit, he was p»»biici> executed.**— 
Hum*$ History of England, vol, 
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wrilaDgs show him to have been a mm of various and 
polite learning. His Jheem raiumitf written against the 
IVotestant Religion, have been solidly answefed by several 
of car best divines. The orgiDal manuscript of his History 

of Ireland is in the British Museum.* The jesnit Paul 
Bambino has left a History of the Life and Martyrdom of 
his Colleague, which concludes with these words — " Deo 
laus, B.Q.V.M. M. et beatissimo nostroram martynim 
Anglorum principi, Edmundo Campiano." 
However inclined we may be to view the transactions of 1*^.1 • 
the Catholics^ at tJtnn period, in a liberal light, it cannot be f ""nhe* 
denied that they acted ap^ainst the existing laws in endea- ^^|^]^ 
Touring, by intrignes, by libels, and eonspiiacies, to procure 
the snbvenioii of the established leligion* A precept 
from the Lord Mayor, illnstrative of this act* is thns noticed 
in the books 

On the 16th October, ISffl, the Wardens made an 
exhortation to the genendtie of this Companie upon the 

" declaration of certain conspiracies." They informed 
them of ** the greate zeaie aud love of the Queene's 
** Majestie towards her good cytezens of this Citie of 
** London ; ^v ho, with her owno mouthe, declared the 
same unto the Lords of her Highness Privie Counseyll, 
willing them to declare the same unto the Lord Maior, 
the Aldermen, and Comoners of the said cytie, vis. 
that her Grace doth hope that the good cytezens doe 
well like of her Grace's government And whereas 
** there be now certen persofies comytted to saff kepyng, 
" that the same ys for matters of greate weyght and ym- 
<« portanoe; for there ys uttered and com to knowledgOf 
** by the greate goodnes of the Almigbtie God, soche 
horyble conspyraeies as did extonde to the destruccion 
of her Ma*'**' person (whom we beseeche God of his 
infinyte mercye, long to couliuue in good and prosperous 
" estate) and also to the subvercion of her Grace's govern- 

* Gnuiger's Biographical History of Eogland. Il»upplemeiit. 
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** ment aod to the utter destniccion of this noble cytie, 
for evin aboute this tyme shuld certen evill persones 
** have gathered themselves into this cytie, and sodenly 
'* made aa uproare in the same and theo should certen 
stranngers owte of the Low Countreyes of Fiandeni 
** liaTe enterid at som porte nighe onto the cytie^ to ayde 
M Hiem In f^^gn devyliBhe enterpryse vnte the which the 
ipojle of the oytie was pFmei^ ; so that yf Almygfatie 
" God had net disapoyoted there ungodly pttrpose, we had 
all heen ntterlie undone ; and yet the enemyes, that u 
" to saye, the Pope, Doke Alva» and there adherents, 
*' have promysed to be redy -to fynishe there said entre- 
" pryse, assoone as occasion shall serve. Wherefore yet 
*• it is necessarie for us to be all vigylant and carefulle over 
** this cytie, and specialy everie man in his owne how.se; 
" and alsoe yf any of us heare any evyl disposed psones 
** go abowte to allow, maynteyoe, or defende any of those 
« that be now justely comytted to saf kepyog, that we 
** cawse the same to be apprehendyd, and to informe the 
Locd Maior thereof, that snohe evyll members may haye 
condlgne panishment for thehr mysdemeanor. God save 
" theQaene'sMa'tieandGonfowndeherenemyes. AmenP* 
The eonspiracy here allQded to is that of which the Doke 
of Norfolk was the head, and, for which, he, in the year 
1572, lost his life on the scaffold. His object was, partly, 
to procure the restoration of the Roman Catholic Religion, 
and, partly, to obtain the liberation of Mary, Qneen of 
Scots, who had given him a promise of marriage, in case 
of success. His principal agent was a Florentine mer- 
chant, named Rodolfi, who managed all the oorrespondence 
with the court of Rome, and who commmucated with the 
Deke of Al?a respeeting the proposed invasion of England 
by the Spanish forces,* It mast be admitted that the 
Queen, in the above commnnication to the oitizens^ eoatrives 
very artfully to mix op her own danger with their safety. 

* Httsie's Hiilofy of England, vol. v. 
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The probability of ElinbeH^t marriue widi Hie Dqke 1579. 
of Anjou WM veiy strongly nmioiired at the oommenoe- sq^i^ 
meet of the year 1579, and was generany dupleaiing 

to the nation. A book, written by Stabba,* a puritan 
clergyman, against the proposed match, was every where 
read with avidity, and created a strong sensation; so much 
so, that the Queen thought it necessary to order an 
address to be issued to the citizens, by the Mayor, for its 
suppression; and, accordingly, we find an entry in the 
Company's records to the following effect : 

On the 16th of September, 1579, all the members of 
the Company were eaUed« together by the Wardens, in 
coniequence of a precept from the Lord If ayor, to give 
them warning ^' that they should be verye caiefnU in per- 
" formynge all tlungs that are contayned in her Ma****** 
proolamaeon latelie set owte, which doth cbntayne the 
** forbyddinge of the having, reding«, or kepinge of any 
** of the sedition libells that have of late byue exposed 
*• abrode against the Duke of Anjoye and his embassa- 
doors, and to the distorbinge and troblinge of the 
Queen's Matie*s subjects, and in dryvinge a mistrust 
'* and great dowte of alteracion of religion ; and ernest 
*' warnynge was giren to them all, that her Ma^''"* pleasare 
*< ys that no person, which hath regarde to her Ma**^ 
» honor, do estemtf of the said sedioions hooke or the 
" maynteanors or spreaders thereof, otherwise than as 
traytors devyae to discredit her Ma^ with her good 
safajeets, and that her Ha*** doth wille and stnightiie 
charge, (hat all the said boolLes or libeDs shall be de- 
atroyed in open sight of some publique officer, aud that 

• Henry Stiibba was a puritan divine, of distinguished merit, who 
" was eflucated at Wadham College, Oxford. In 1564, when he resided 

in the city of Wells, ke was appointed oae of the Commissionera for 
" i^eeting %lMnui< and scandaioui minister*, Mr. Wood speaks ol him 
''Ma Mditiims pieaoli«r; Imt Dr. Cthmj, who is aoknowlcdgad to be 

a writer of aiove candour, ^es m a veiy different oharaeter of him, 
^ and represents him as a man of great humility, meekness, and charity, 

« ando^elf/iwIimMAKaMRft.''— 6ff«n^ 
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" the favourers and with bowlders thereof, are to atached 

" to answer accordiuge to the demeritts. 

•* God save the Queene's Majestie/' 
The members of the Company all promised compliance, 
but they were slow in performing, as two other precepts, 
to the same efieot^ were isAued before the books were 
brought in. 

1584. The seal and vigilance of the Qaeen*8 muustera^ Bur* 
^y^^e- ^^S^ Wakbgham, bad beeo kept in coostant actmtjr 
ciaration by the ooospiraciea detected, from time to time* in Taiions 
of loyti^. coontry. Many of them were, with great 

appearanee of reason, atiribntod to the intrignes of Mary 
Queen of Scots ; others were kdd to the charge of the 
Catholics. To neutralize this spirit of disatrection, an 
association, in support of the goveraiuent, was set on foot 
by the Earl of Leicester and other individuals attached to 
the court ; and, as Mizabeth was generally popular, multi- 
tndes willingly came forward to sign a declaration which 
emanated from it The dooumeot, although rather long, 
is euions; and, as i have never met with it in the works 
of any historian, I shali transcribe it from the Company*8 
reoordsi in whioh it is to be fonnd entire* It is conceived 
in the fiillowing torms:» 

** Memorandum. — -That the xj daye of November, 
** 1584, the Assistants and Liverie assembled to- 
** geather at the Hall, to seale and subscribe unto 
*' two severall relies of parchement, and to take 
oatbes to pertorme the articles folio winge, beinge 
" entred at the beginnynge of the same rolles^ 
" beinge sent from the Lord Maior, by direction 
*' from the Lord Chauncelor, togetlier with the 
** oatfae hereafter also fi^owinge. 

" Forasmoche as AUmightie fiod hath ordayned Kingea, 
Qneenes, and Princes to have dominion and role over 

all theire subjects, and to preserve them in the profession 

" and obligation of the true Christian religion, uccoidinge 
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" to Ins holie word and eommandement, and in like sofCe 
"'iliat all sttbjectB shoiild love, feare, and obey theiie Sove- 
" laigne Princes* beinge Kinges or Qneenes^ and to the 
" ntteimoBt of their powen at all tymes te witbslande, 
" pursue, and soppTewe, all manner of peraonnet that 
** shall, by aiiy nieanes intendc and attempte anoy thinge 
•* daungerous or hurtfuU to the honors, estates, or per- 
** sonnes of theire soveraignes : Thearefore, we, whos names 
*' are or shall be subscribed to this writiuge, beinge naturall 
borne subjects of this realme of Eoghmd, and havinge 
" soe graeioofl a Ladye- oar Soveraignc Elisabeth, by the 
** ordynance of God, onr meat rightfnU Qoeene, raigninge 
over as theia many yeaiea with gteate felieitie to oar 
" inestimable oomfort ; and findinge, of late» by dyven 
depositions* confesnons, and sondrjc adtertisements out 
of foraigne partes by credible peraonnes weH knowen to 
** her McQestie's Connsell, and to divers others, that, for 
** the furtherance and advancement of some pretended 
** title to the crowne of this realme, yt hath bin manyfest 
•* that the life of our gracious Soveraigne Ladye Queen 
** Elizabeth halh bin most traiterouslie and devilishlie 
** sought, atid the same followed most daungerouslie to the 
'* peril! of her personne, yf Almightie God, her perpetnall 
'* defence, of his mercie had not revealed and withstood 
the same ; by vhos life, we, and all other her Ma^ 
*• loyati and tnte snbjectes doe injoye an inestimable bene- 
fitt of peace in this land, doe for the reasons and caases 
before alledged, not onlie acknowledge onrselYes most 
jnstfie bound with onr lives, landes, and goodes. In her 
** defence and for lier safetie, to withstand, pursue, and 
*• suppresse, all suche mischievous persounes, and all other 
** her enemies, of what nation, condition, or degree soever 
" they be, or by what color or title they shall pretende to 
" be her enemies, or to attempte any harme unto her per- 
" soQue : But we do alsoe think it our most bownden dutie, 
" for the greate ben^tt of peace and godlie governemeut, 
" which we have more plentifnllie received, theis manie 
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** yean, under her govemmeiit, then our tonfyAtm 
have done in any longer tjnie of any other her Progenia 
ton, Kinget of thb realme, to declare and, by this 
" wrytinge, make manifest oar loyall and hoonden dntie to 
•* oar saide Soveraigne Ladie for her safetie, and to that 
•* ende, we and e verve of us, first callinge to witnesse the 
*• holie name of Almightie God, doe voluntarilio ami most 
•* willin^Iie birule our solves, everye one of us to the other, 
joynllie and severalhe, in the bonde of one firme and 
" loyali societye, and doe hereby vowe and promise, before 
*'tbe Majestie of Almightie Gkidy that with car whoU 
powen, bodies, lires, landes» and goodes, and with our 
children and senraontes, we» and everie of us, will faith- 
" foUie serve and hnmblie obeye onr sayde Sovereigne 
Ladye Qoeene EUiabeth, agaiost aU estates^ dignities, 
and eartUie powers whatsoever, and will, as well with 
onr joynte as partienlar fortheominge oor ttves, witfattande, 
oflRnide, and pursue, as well by force of armes, as by all 
*• other meanes of revenge, all manner of personnes, of 
•* what estate soever they shall be, and theire abettors, that 
** shall attempte any acte, counsell, or consent to any tbinge 
" that shall tende to the harmc of her Ma*'*** royall persoime, 
" and we shall never desiste from all manner of forcible 
" pursuite against such personnes, to the uttermost exter« 
mination of them, their counsellors, aiders, and abettors; 
** and if any snch wicked attempt against her Ma***"* most 
royal! personne shall be taken in hand or procnred, 
wherebye any that have, male, or shall pretende title to 
** eome to this reabne, by the untimdie deatbe of her Ma***, 
be wiokedlie procured (which God, for his merc^e sake^ 
'^forUdd) mate be advanced, we doe not onlie vowe and 
•* binde our selves, bothe joyntKe and severalHe, never to 
** allowe, accept, or favour any such pretended successor, 
** by whom, or for whom any sucbe detestable acte shall be 
** attempted or comitted, or anye that maie any waye 
" clayme, by or from such personne or pretended successor 
as ys aforesaide^ by whom, or for whom snch an acte 
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*'dhall be attempted or eommitted, as nnworthie of all 
governmeat in any Chmtiaii realine or civill soeietie, bat 

*' doe also farther vowc and protest, as we are most 
** bounden, and that in the presence of the eternal aud ever 
*' living"© God, to persecute such person or persons to the 
" deathe, with our joynt or particuler forces, and to take 
*♦ the uttermost reveng^e on them that, by any possible 
" meanes, we, or any of us, can devyse and doe, or cause 
" to be devised or done, for their utter overtbrowe and 
exterpation ; and to the better corroboration of this our 
** loyidl bond and assoeiationr we doe also testifye by this 
wiytinge^ tiiet we doe oonfirme the contentos hereof by 
*' onr eathes, corporallie taken upon the holie Evangelists^ 
with this expresse condition^ that no one of us shail, for 
any respecte of personnes or causes, for feareorrewarde, 
*' separate ourseWes from this association, or faile in the 
** proseculioa hereot during our lives, upon paiuc to be by 
'* the rest of us prosecuted and suppressed as perjured 
" personnes, and as publique enemves to (iod, our Queene, 
" or native countrye. To which punishment 6l paynes we 
** doe Yoluntarilie submitt ourselves and everie of us with- 
oot benefitt of any exception to be hereafter oballendged 
by any color or pretexte. In wittenesse of all which 
promises to be inviolablie kept, we doe to this writtnge 
pnt our brades & scales, and shall be most reddye to 
*' accept and admitt any others hereafter to this societie 
«« and association. Dated the sixt daye of November^ 
anno Beg- EUaab. xxvj«»- A. D<»* 1584." 

The oath alluded to in the above declaration "waa ixa 
follows : 

'* T, A. B., havinge throughlio & advisedlie waied and 
** considered the contents of tliis present instrunient of 
*' association, through God's good grace, doe promise most 

iaithfullie, under my hand and scale, to performe the 
« same to the attermost of my power. So help me God, 
" and the holie contentes of this booke." 

Signed by seventy-two members, whose names are given. 

G 
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1591. After the destruction of the Spanish Armada, tiie Queen 

waiffor-*^ a»d lier govern nient resolved to iacrease the naval forcd 
^Clty' of the nation, for the purpose of acting against the Spa- 
niards, on their own coasts and elsewhere. Letters were 
received by the Lord Mayor from the I^rd Treasurer, and 
from the Lord Admiral of England, written " at the 
requeste of the Qoeetie's most excellent Majestie, that 
six sbippes of war and one pynasse should be fnrnyshed 
and set forth by the Cittie, for her Majestie's service, 
** and that .£8,000 should be levied otit of the Halls of the 
'* Cittle, by an equall and indifferente assessmente." The 
Chrocers ivera nOtmally compelled to famish their propor- 
tion, which the acconnts shew to have amounted to the 
sum of £G22 . 10 . 1. A further snm of £526 was levied 
on the members in August 1596, for a similar purpose, 
namely " for the Betting forth of the sliippes and pyn.isses 
** latelic furnyshed by the Cittie, under the Rififht Honour- 
** able the Earl of Essex and the Lord Admiral, to annoye 
the King of Spaine." And, in January 1603, a further 
call was made, to fit out two ships and a pinnace, ** for the 
ai^piessinge of the Dankirkers.'* 
tfios. At the beginning of the reign of James I., the Ghrocers' 
NewChar^ Company obtained fhim that sovereign a new charter. A 
Janes I. notice in the jonmals of the month of August 1605, de- 
clares, that ^e new charter was read to the Company, 
" in English, by the clerk, when the whole of them with 
** one voyce and free consente gave greate approbation 
«• and allowance thereof; and returned Mr. Tipper, a 
** member of the court, thankes of his great paines and 
talent in the business a gratuity was ordered to Mr. 
Tipper*s clerks, and a remuneration of £8 . 8 . to Joyce 
Knight, *• paynter stayner, for lymninge, gnilrlynge, and 
" flourisbinge the Companie's charter, with the King's and 
Prince's armes, and with divers of the Assfstants their 
armes,** besides an allowance of 8s. for two skins of 
Tellnm. 

On the 8th July, 1006, Uie Company were called upon 

by the Lord Mayor to pay £87 . 8 . " parcel of £1000, for 
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** the makeinge of a pageant and ravUuge* of the streetes, 
** as of other necessaries to be performed by the Cittie at for the 



if 



the royal passages of the KiDg's majestie and the King JJij^^i 
" of Denmarke, M'ith their traynes, throughe this Cittie, 
** the last of this month." 

The King of Denmark here alluded to, was brother-in- 
law to the King; and the pageant made by the City, oo the 
ocoaaioii of his entry into LoiidoD, is described ia a scarce 
tract in th& Ghiildhali library, entitled, " The most royall 
''and hononrabte entertainmettt of the famous and ve> 
nowned King Chiistiem the Fourth, King of Denmarke, 
who, with a fleete of gallant shippes, arrived on Thnrs- 
** day the 16 day of July, 1606, in Tylbery-bope, near 
** Gravesend ; with a relation of his meeting:, by our royall 
f* King, the Prince and nobles of our real me : the plea- 
" siures suiidry times shewed for his gracious welcome, and 
** most famous and admirable entertainment at Theobald's; 
with the royal passage, on Thursday the dlst of July, 
through the Citty of London* and honourable shewes 
'* there presented them» and manner of their passing* By 
" H. B„ 1606." 

Thd royal party having landed at the Tower from €vreen- 
wieh» " they made no long staye, b«it as suddenlie as the 
tiaine could be marshalled, .according to their annoient 
*' mminer, they set fcrwardes, where the Kioges were en- 
tertained by that worthie magistrate, Sir Leonard Holly- 
** day. Lord Mayor of the honourable Cittie of London, 
■* who delivered the sword unto his higlmesse, who gra- 
*' cionsly received it^ and then proceeded in the following 
" order, namelie:— 

** The Marshalls of the Cittie first, who had with greate 
** care and deserved commendations for their travailes, 
from the morning very early, rid up and downe the 
€Sittie» carefully oveneebg the multitudes of people 
which came to be partakers of these royal sightes, who, 
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The railing here alluded to, was placed in front of the stands occu- 
pied by the City Companies on each side of tho streets through which 
public processions passed. 
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" by the straight eommnndment received from the Lord 
Maior and Aldermen for the peoples' safeties, and that no 
" liarme might befall any of the Companies; so higfalyt and 
" with snch greate regard did they apply tiiemseWes, that 
*• thereby much harme was prevented.*' In describing the 
first part of the procession^ the writer proceeds to point 
out, with evident marks of wonder, ** the Kinge of Den- 
** marke's di uiinner rldingc upon a horse, with two dmms, 
" one of each side the horse's nocke, whereon he strooke 
"two little mallets of wood, a ihinge verie admu^ble to 
" the common sorte, and much admired." Then came the 
Lord High Admiral, who carried the sword, " and hetweene 
" two other two, the Lord Mayre of London, who carryed 
** the mace;*' then the most gracious Prince Henrie, and 
** after, those two famous honours of estate and majesties 
the two King€s» onr dreade Sovereign and his beloved 
" brother, Christieme the Fonrth, King of Denmarke.^ 
They marched on in this order till they came to Cheapside, 
where stood the Companies of London in their- Uverie 
gownes and hoodes; for whom there were places double 
" ray led, which were hanged with blew broad cloth, aud 
** the rayles garnished with aiincy^nts very richly guylt with 
** the Kin£^'s arms of England, and the auncyents of silk 
" of each Hall, with streamers and pendants ol their armes 
** and several fellowshippes, the better to be knowen, 
while the windowes and pent houses were richly decked 
" with arrace and other costly hanginges." Of the pageants, 
that next the Grocers* Hall is described as being ** made 
witii greene boughs, a very artifictall arbonre, which was 
gamyshed with all sortes of deiightfuU fmites, and, in 
this ari>onr was placed most sweete masicke, which 
greailie delighted the hearers, and, no doubt, pleased his 
Majestie. 

** At Temple barre, his Majestie and his brother Kinge, 
" giving many thankes to the Lord Mayor and cityzens, 
** for their great charge and paynes, delivered the sword 
" to the Lord Mayor, and rode on their way to Somerset 
" House ; the Mayor returaiog, was mette by the Sheiiffes 
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" & Aldermen of the Cittie, who accompanied him to 

•* his house/'* 

The first mention of the events which led to the estab- 
lishment of what was tenned the City of London's colony, 1^^,"™" 
or plantation in the north of Ireland/' occurs in the "mH 
records in July 1000; and as the Grocer's Company he- ""^^ 
came, in consequence of those events, proprietors of an 
estate in the province of Ulster, a fuil account oi the cir- 
cumstances connected with it cannot lail to prove interesting; 
but as the detail is rather long, and if inserted here would 
impede the progress of my narrative, I have preferred 
drawing up a distinct notice of the Company's Irish estate, 
which will be found in the Appendix, and to which I refer 
the reader. It is a curious document, and will, I believe, 
afford a correct idea of that interesting and valuable portion 
of the Company's possessions. 

Queen Illisabeth had, on more than one occasion, during ici i. 
her reign, ordered the Lord Mayor to issue exhortations to 
the citisens, " to avoid the great excesse of apparell now 
•* of late osed and crept in among them, willing and com- 
** mandiiig thein, at tlie satue time, circumspectly to look 
" to the daunger of the estatutes thereof, made both lu 
" the raignes of King Jlenry V ill. & of Phillip & Marie." 
James I., who loved minutiae, and who, evidently, took au 
interest in that which, to use his own peculiar phraseology, 

• There are frequent illusions in llie records to the pa^^ciiuLs furnished 
and set forth by this CoiupHiiy. Sumc on the occasiou of royal viHitu to 
the City ; othm when the Lord Mayor for the year happened to be a 
member of the Comptny. These performances, which were generally of 
a dramatic ca i, consisted of pcrsoniGcatioiis of Industry, Commerce, the 
City of London, tiie Thames, and beings of the like kind, inti>rmixed with 
pods and gjoddessen, and s««.'m to have afrorder! -rciit dr!i<r|it to the rude 
and UDcuUivated uudurstandings of those lor whoso cnlerlaitiinent they 
were intended. To illustrate the mode in which tliesc matters were 
cimdnctedby iheOrocen' CompHuy, I have extracted from the recordii 
the complete accoont of the expenses of the Trimi^, as they were termed, 
for one year. The Reader will find it in the Appendix. The last pageant 
furnished by the City wa^ in 1707; and the office ofCity poel, whose 
duty it was to dra%v up the pro^^rammes, and to write the necessary 
verses, expired with Elkiumh t>etUc, Uiu last of the civic Uurcalcs. 
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may be termed the res vestiaHa of his loyal eitusens, car- 
ried tlie matter farther ; he enteied into efaiborate detaOi of 
what apprentices and maid eervants might be permitted to 
wear, and ennmeiated the artioles of clothing and oroap 
ment which they were to aToid. A precept to this effect, 
which, by bis order, was issued by the Lord Mayor to the 
Wardens of the Company, in 1611, is so remarkable, and 
grives so curious a description of the costume of the time, 
that T cannot refrain from inserting it. 

Id the precept complaint is made of *' the abuse grow- 
" ing by exoesse and straunge fashions of apparell, used 

by manye appientiseB, and by the inordynate pryde of 
" mayde cervaiiDts and women servauntes in their excene « 

of apparell and foliye ui varietie of newe fashions ; and 

to admonish them to ha?e a due and special! care to see 
'* a spedye reformacSn had in everye one of theur sdr* 

yannts." The Company were called together and the pre- 
cept read, with " sundrye godly and charitable exhortacdas 
** made by Mr. Warden Burrell to each, to see reformacon 
" made in his owne familye according to the meanlnge of 
*' the same." The act of Common Couucil, subsequently 
promulg-ated, orders apprentices to wear, during their pe- 
riod of servitude, such apparel only as should be provided 
by their masters, or, if provided by the friends, such only 
as should be subject to the masters* appointment " for the 
« stuffe^ fashion, and goodnesse" therein declared ; namely^ 
none to wear any hat lined, faced, or staffed with TeWet, 
silk, or taffeta, but only the breadth of three inches in the 
bead ; nor any hat, other than such as the hat and band, 
with the trimming, as shall not exceed in all the Taloe of 
five shillings. Not to wear in his band either lawn or cam« 
brick, but holland or other linen not exceeding five shillings 
the ell, nor wear any lace, edge, or other work about the 
same band, but only a plain hem and one stitch : and if any 
apprentice shall wnarany ruff band, the same not to exceed 
three inches in length before it be gathered and set into the 
stock, and not to be more than two inches in depth before 
the setting in of the same into the stock. No apprentice 
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Co wear any piceadilly or other support, in, with, or about 
the collar of hu doublett ; nor to weare about his collar, 
" eyther poynt, wellbone, or plaits, hut the collar to be 
** made close and comely: nor wear any breeches or 
** doublett of any kind of siike, or stuir miugled with 
** silk, but only of cloth, kersey, fustian, sack-cloth, can- 
** vasse, English leather or English stufl", which stuft* shall 
not exceede 2#. 6d, a yard ; not to wear in his cloak, 
** coat, jerkin^ doublett, or breeohei, aoy broade dotbe 
*' above 10s. a yard, nor any keny exoeediag 5*. ; nor 
" wear in the gamishmg, lining, fadng, setting forth, or 
drawing out of hia appaiell either velvet or any silk or 
stnff, save only silk battens and silk in the button holes 
to hb coat or jerkin ; nor any gloves above ISd, a pair, 
and these without any fringe or gamtshiDg of gold or 
** silver lace, velvet lace, or silk lace, or ribbon. None 
" to wear any girtlU', point, garters, shoestrings of any 
** kind of silk or ribbou, nor any rose or such like toys 
*' at all, either on his charters vr on ins shoes, nor any 
** silk, worsted, or kersey stockings, but stockings only 
" of woollen yarn or kersey ; nor Spanish shoes, nor shoes 
** made with Polonia heels, nor of any other leather than 
seats leather or calves leather ; nor wear his hair with any 
'* tuft or lock, but cut short in decent and comely manner.** 
Breach of these regulations was to subject the apprentice to 
imprisonment in *' little Ease"* for eighteen hours. The 
like confinement was to be imposed on any apprentice who 
should be found in any " danncing sohole or of fence, or 
** Jearn or use dancing or masking, or should use dicing or 
** any other play, or haunt any tennis court, common 
" bowliiii;-alley, cock lighting or brothel houses; or which 
** should, without his master's knowledjxe, have any chest, 
press, trunk, desk, or other place, to lay up or keep any 
apparel or goods only in his master's house, or with his 

* LUtle Ease was u pliicc of ronfinetnent for unruly apprentices ; it was 
situated in <li«; Oiiildlmll, nn<| is .saiH to have derived iUi iiauit from the 
cirvumi>Uuice oi the cuipril tiiut up in it not being ablstoftUy Stand, or 
lie down. 
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maBter't lioenee; or should keep any hone* gelding, ,or 

dog» or bitch, or fighting cock.**. 
With regard to the maid-mvants and women-aervants, 
it was ordained* 

That none should wear on her head any lawn, cam- 
*• brick, tiffany^ velvet lawn, or white silk wires, either in 
my kerchief, koyfe, crest cloth, or shaddow, nor any 
" linnen cloth therein, saving such llncQ cloth only, as 
should not exceed 5s. the ell, nor any lace or edjG^ing" 
upon the same o^ any part thereof: nor any band, 
neckerchiefy gorget, or stomacher, but only plain ; nor 
" any ruff exceeding 4 yards in length before the gathering 
or setting in thereof, nor 8 inches in depth within the 
setting in thereof; noranylawne, Telret, tiflfhny, cob- 
*' webhiwne, nor white silk cipres at all, other than about 
" their neck or otherwise ; nor any linnen cloth bat of the 
** price of 5s. the ell, or lace or edging whatsoever, but 
plain hem and one stitch ; nor any stomacher wrought 
•* with any gold, silver, or silk, or with any kind of stuff 
** made of or mixed with silk ; nor wear any gowne, kirtle, 
*• waistecoat, or petticoat, old or new, of any kind of silk 
** stuff, or stuffs mingled with silk, nor other stuff than of 
'* 2s.6d.SL yard, nor any kersey mm than ds. a yard, or 
broad cloth of 10t». the yard. Nor wear any silk lace or 
gnard upon her gown, kirtle, waistcoat, or petticoat, or 
any other garments, safe only a cape of velvet ; nor any 
fardingal at all, either little or great, nor any body or 
sleeves of wue, whalebone, or with any other stiffing, sav- 
** ing canvass or buckram only the restrictions as to shoes, 
stockings, &c. are the same as those of the apprentices. 
1616. Among the earliest ordinances for the governance of the 
m(ra»ber8'°^ Company, was one, cited at page 40, which rendered it 
wiTcs. imperative on the brethren to attend at the funerals of any 
deceased members of the Fraternity. In IGltJ a wish was 
expressed by the livery that the same respect should be 
shown to the remains of their wives, and, accordingly, an 
order of the Court, dated the 11th September of that 
year, declares, *^Tbat severall brothers of the clothinge 
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being desyrous, oo tlwir wyves* deeeasse, to loYHe the 
*• ryght worsbippfuU M", Wardens and such brothers of 
** the said J.iverie as maye be willing to accoiiipanie the 
corpses of their said wyves, soe deceassing, to their 
** funerall (as in other like Companies of tiie Citty hath 
been and is accustomed), and this Court, holding it a 
commendable work of charitie soe to doe;*' it was or- 
dered that whatever brother should, on sach occasions, 
gi?e £6 .8.4. ** or any other benefytt or g^yft to the 
valae thereof, snch brother should have his wyve's fane- 
" rail oHeDded to the ehnrch by the Wardens and such of 
^ the IsTerie as maye be willing upon somons soe to doe.** 
It nay not be. inelevant to state thatt on these occasions, 
the corpse of the deceased was previooslj removed to 
Grocer's Hall, and that the train proceeded, with great 
ceremony, from thence to the church. When the deceubed 
was a person of consideration, the proceedings were di- 
rected by the Heralds of the College ot Arms, who, after- 
wards, nuide a formal re^stry of the ceremony, which was 
termed a " Funeral certificate/' Through the kiodoess of 
C. G. Young, Esq. York Herald, I have obtained a copy 
of one of these, which I here insert as a matter of curiosity. 

Mr. Wilham Peoytatheri Esqnier* citiseo and merchant Funeral 
of London, who had fyned for Sbrieff and Alderman of <^'^«>«* 
the said Citty, departed this mortal Ufe on the first day of 
May 1688, at his dwellmg house in the parish of Saint 
Martyns Orgars, and bis body was worsbipfally conveyed 
** from Grocers Hall, with all funeral rites, to the said 
** parish church, and there interred iu a vault iu the chaun- 
eel, on Thursday the xxiiii*'' of the same month ; he mar- 

" ried Marp^aret, the daiir of ~ Reade, the relict of 

William Atmore, of Loudon, by whom he left no yssue. 
" This certificate was taken by me Thomas Thompson, 
LancasUr Heraidd, and is certified to be true by the 
snbscriptton of Thomas Large and Samael Avary, exe- 
entofs of the defnnct The officeis of anns that di- 
reefed the sayd fnnerall were Sir William Le Neve, 
Knight, CUuineiniXp who appointed Robert Browne* 
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** Rouge Croix, to wait in liis stead. Georgo Manwairin 
^' Richmond IJerauldy and Thomas Thoinp84Ni» Esquire^ 
** JUmcaster MerauifL 

Thomas LAftas, 
" Samubl Avary." 
1616. The offiee of Glork to the Compaoy, which was institated 
aboot the year 1400, and to whiofa the ofiginga tahuy 
Compuiy. attaahadwas£6*18..4.|ier annoniyhadbecomey inlfflL^ 
a desirable appointmeiit; at least I conjeetiife so ftom the 
dnmmstaiiee of the raveiskMi of H being sought for hj 
numerous suitors. ThiB circumstance gave umbrage to the 
Court, "on the supposition made, that the clerke no we 
** being subject to much sickness, intendeth to leave the 
** same place to some others whom, for meere aflTection or 
private proitytt to himself, he should procure to become 
suitors for the same place in reversion, to this Courts 
and thereby deprive tins Court of their future free elec- 
tion of a fytt man, when the place shall beoome ▼oyde.'' 
The eletkf If r. Jt^n 6roTe« defliledy in respeetfal terms, 
that he had any intentioo of interfering with the free ehoice 
of the Company ; hot as he died in the month of December 
in that year, the Goart proceeded to elect Mr. John Bun- 
bury, *' one of the Atturneys of his Majestie's Courte of 
" Common Pleas at Westminster," who, having given 
security Tor i^500, was accordiugly sworn into the office. 
This is the first instance on record of a lawyer being chosen 
to fill that situation, which he was to hold ' ' for soe long 
^' a tyme as he shall well and duly behave himself in the 
execution thereof." 
1616. I ought, perhaps, to have stated at an earlier period, 
^livifei^of charters, the cofporation of the Wardens 

SitpeeSon and Commonalty of the mystery of Gfocefi^/' iachided 
ti^n of^' ^ control over, all druggists, confectioners, tobac- 

eonists, and tobaeco oatlers, as having beea branched oat 
of and bred by Grocers," says Ravenhill, " there being 
then iio Company ot" thein, or any oi' them." According 
to the privileges and ancient usages of this Company, the 
Wardens had the power of entering the warehouses and 
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shops of all persons who followed any of the above-men- 
tioned trades, for the purpose of iospeeting the articles 
they dealt in, with a ?iew to prevent adttlteration, and 
likewise ef aassybg their weighta. There are frequent 
entries in the records to shew that they regalerly diichaiged 
this part of their doty* Id the Appends will bo Ibond one 
instance of a fine of di. 6if. levied in 1456, on John Aysh- 
felde, '* for makynge of nntrewe powder gynger, cynanuMi, 

and saanders/' It appears that the spvriooif nMrterial 
was always seized ; as, in 1561, the books show that*' bags 
" and remnantes of certeyne evil and naynte pepper" were 
ordered to be conveyed over sea to be sold, but the dust 
of the ** evil pepper syrnamed gynger" was to be burned. 
Thus it appears that the Court, although they had " a reve- 

rend.oare" of 4he liealth of their fellow citizens, did not 
scruple, on occasion, to poison their continental neighboois. 

In IJSOB^ the Conit made an order that '* gtooerie waves 

ihonM not be told in the streeies, figges onlie excepted 
and that the Apotbeoaries, freemen of the Cmnpany, shoald 
not use or exercise any drogs, 8im]de or eorapoond, or 
** any other kynde or sortes of Poticarie wares bnt snch 
** as shall be pure and perfyt good." In 1571, King, a 
brother ot the Company, ** and certein others, makers of 
" comtVtes, charged before the Wardeyns for their misde- 
*' meanours in minglinge starche with tlie suy;er, and such 
** other thinges as be not tolerated nor sullVid. And the said 

Raof King having now in his place a goode quantitie of 
f* comfyfes, made with corse stuffe, and mingled as aforesaid 
'* with starche and snch like," it was <»dered, that the 
comfits should be put into a tab of water, and so consumed 
and poured out; " and that e?erie of the comfy tt makers 

shall be made to enter into bondes in £30, that they 
" shall not hereafter make any biskitts but with clere soger 
** onlie, nor make any comfytts that shall be wrought 
" upon seeds or any other thinges, but with clere suger 

onlie/' 

The Wardens and Court of Assistants, by the Charters 
above mentioned^ possessed the power of co mmitt i n g to 
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prison any individuals guilty of vending damaged or adul- 
terated goods, which came within their jurisdiction ; and, 
accordingly, on the 7th February 1616, we find that, 
Michael £ason, having been convicted before the Court, 
he being an Apothecary, and brother of the Company, of 
selling " fli?en aortes of defective Apothecarie wares, 
wbiofa, on trial!, were found to be defective, corrupt, 
" and luwholeBome for man's body;" and it hemg farther 
proved, that he had scold and uttered the like wares to 
" Mr. Lownes, the Prince hb Highnesses Apothecarie, 
** and others; and he alsoe being foand veiy nnfitt in 
making of compositions and confections, and insufficient 
** and uQskillfull to deale therein, he is, by the Court, in 
consideration of the great damage and danger which 
might happen to the Companie by permitting such enor- 
** mities, committed to the Poultrie Compter." There 
are repeated instances of the Company proceeding to these 
extremities, not only in cases similar to those quoted, bat 
also in those of the non-payment of Livery and other fines* 
In October 1635, one Bellors was committed to Newgate, 
for refusing, after being snmmoned before the Lord Mayor, 
to pay his lively fine of £30. 
I have now to advert taa circnmstance which, in itself, 
James's ^ of little importance, bat which afiWds a striking example 
intarfo- of the andae interference of the Crown even in the private 
tb« eleo- aOairs of corporate bodies, in the reign of James I, 
Jjjjy*^* It is probable, that the King, in the main a kind 
and good-natured man, was in some degr( c compelled 
to act as he did, in order to provide for his numerous 
courtiers and their importutiate dependants.* This evil 
increased to an oppressive degree in the following reign, 
and contribated greatly to augment the feeling of discon* 

• " JaiiH =3, who, through his whole reijin, was more guided by lem- 
per aad inclinatioa than by tiie rules of puiiticai prudeuce, had bruughi 

^ with liiu SMSt munben of his Scotch conrtiefi, whose impatienee 
and importanitT wcm apt, in many particolan, to impose on the easy 

" natare of their master, and extort favours, of which it is natural to 

<' imn^inp, his English stitit|ects would loudly complaui.''<^£ftMRe'« ll|f> 

tory qf Engkaui, vol. vL 
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tenty on tiie part of the people against the go? emment, 
which finally destroyed the unhappy Chailes: it will be 
seen, in the sequel, that the Grocers* CompaDy were, on 
several occasions, exposed to the efibcts of it. I haTO 
already cited the instance of the King demanding a sapply 
of corn, for bis household use^ from the CompaDy*s store ; 
and, in 1022, we find hioi interfering in the election of 
their servants, in a mode so unj us tillable as to elicit great 
discontent from tlie members of the Court. By the records 
it appears, that the oflice of cook to the Company became 
vacant in December of the year above mentioned ; and as 
the appointment was deemed to be of some value, there 
were no less than six suitors for it, all well recommended.* 
The interest of the whole Court appearing to be vested in 
two of the above indi? iduals, it was agreed, on a shew of 
hands, that the other four candidates should he withdrawn, 
as having no chance whatever. As part of the curiosity 
attached to the proceedbgs, consists in the quaint lan- 
guage in which they are narrated, I shall extract the 
greater part of them verbal im from the journals. 

" This day sundry petitioners and suretys sued to this 
" Court for to bee cooke of this Company, being nowe 
" voyd by (he death of Arthur HoUiugworth, late cooke 
thereof; namely, William Norringroet, nowe cooke to 
the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, and by his 
** Lordshipp commended to this Court to be both very 
*^ sufficient in his profession, and of an houest & civil 

• Till' i nioluiiK tits and perquisitos of the office of cook were consi- 
dered to be so unreasonable, that in July 1658 the Court fixed a tariff 
of the fees to be allowed ; the note of them tf as fotlowt, ▼!>. 
For thtt cmnniMnoiatloii and electkm diiiiieni> vis. Ibr diw- 



aiiig eaeh dinner, without any other allowance £t 0 0 

For aprons and dresser cloths for each dinner 1 0 0 

For the quarter dinner; for dressing each dinner, without 

any other allowance 1 16 8 

For dressing the accompt dinner, both days 1 6 8 

For dieasing every dimer for the Aisurtnnts 0 6 8 

For dressiDg every Stewards' dinner t 0 8 



And also, that the cook shall have the benefit of all the dripping and 
venison tooes and gnUetts, without any other fees of the meat 
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behftvioor 111 ooune of Ufe^ i«q«eitiiige the wlole 
Cmirt, for hit Mke, to take cooridenitioB ef fait tujfe. 

" The second, Francis Acton, nowe eooke to the rigfht 
•* worshippfall Sir Iluuiphrey Handford, Kt. one of the 
" Sherilfes of this Cittye, in whose behalfe the right 
•* honourable Sir Georg^e Calvert, principal Secretarie to 
" the King's most excellent Ma^*, did "write a letter by 

appointment and commande from his M'^^ aa tolioweth. 
To my very loyinge freikb the Master, Wardens, 
•« and Assistants of the Company of Gioeeis of the Cittye 

of Ixmdoiu 

After my ▼ery.heattye oomendaeone ; I have received 
** a GomEuidnieiit fjrqm his Ma*'* to leoomnd onto yon 
** earnestly and effeetnally, in lui name, one Frandi Acton 
to be the codke of yc^ Company, a very honest man, 
singularly skillfall in his profewdon and soe knowne unto 
*' his Ma'^'^ a.^ having served the late Queen Anne of happy 
'* memory for divers yeares, and by that meaaes hath beene 
*' oftentymes ymployed in liis Ma*'^'* owne service; I cauii 
'* assure you that his Ma^ = will take yt in very gracious 
** parte the favour that you prefer this man uppon his 
** recommeadaeion and will expect from mee an accompt 
** of the snccesse, which I wish with all my heart to besach 
as may give hie Jkfa^ contentment and that he may ae- 
knowledge yt unto yon with hii Princelye thanbiy as I 
** donbt not but he willy and soe I bidd yon hearlilyefiare- 
" well; 

your Teriebvinge friend, 

GfioRGB Calvert. 
Ffrom my house in St. Mark's I^ne* 
" 12 Deeemher, 1622. " 

After the above letter and the testimoniab of Norriogroet 
bad been read, the two candidates were put in election 
for the sayde place, whereupon it was agreed by the 
Court to trie the sayde election by the ballotynge box ; 
which being tiyed, the sayde Francis Acton had 19 
balls and the sayde William Norringroet 14 in there 
*' boxes, 2 balls were found to be in Uie utter box, and- 
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one lost in pottinge into the box* by renson that some of 
" ihe aamB^iaf ag it W€U affirmed, being not acfjuainted 
" with the sayd kind of election, were mistaken in puttingre 

tiierc balls into the boxe, and thereuppon a tryal wa^ 
** made the second tyrae by the ballottynge box &l then 
*• Norringroct had in his boxe lU balls and Actoa 18, 
** which being examined by the Court howe the same 
** came to passe, seeing that there were but 35 personnes 
** in Court, and thereupon it was found that the Lord 
** Mayor and Mr. Warden Wynch had putt into the boxe» 
'* each of them, two balls which was by the Conrt adjudged 

not fittinge nor ntnall and therefore this tryal of no foroe, 
'* for that there can be in a Conrt but one casting voyce 
** or ball and that in case of a difference when the persons 
** in choice are even, accordinric to an order here made 
" the 25th day of Januane, A.D. liiOT, unci thereupon 
** Mr. Warden Wynch yeelded that the Lord Mayor 
'* should liave the castinge voyce or ball; and then yt 
*' pleased the right worshippfull Sir Thomas Middletoo, to 
" avoyde all mistakinges in the sayd choice, to propound 
** to the Court that there might be a tryall by scrutinie, 
" that is, the snytors names to be written and eyerie As* 
" ststant to give his score to him that he would have 
" cooke» which wis well approved by the Court and done 
*' accordii^e and vpon the sayd tryall, the sayd Francis 
" Acton had IS persons and William Norringroet 17, 
** which togeather with my Lord Mayor's castinge stroke 
** made up 18, whereuppon the Court, being all this tynio 
•* unresolved of the sayd election, deferred the same till 
«* another court." How a " castinge stroke" was neces- 
sary where the niimbers were not equal, is not explained, 
but, in order to shew the issue of this juggling transaction^ 
it is necessary to state, that, a few days after the attempted 
election, Sir Geoige Calvert sent for the Master and 
Wardens *< to come to speake with him.*' They accor- 
dingly went up and Sir George demanded of them why 
they had not returned an answer to the King's letter, par* 
ticularly, as the choice, as he bad been informed^ had 
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ftlleii upon the Kjng*f oaadidate t They rapUed duit the 
election was donbtfal ; hut he, taking them ronndly to task 

and not ** beinge sattisfied with the sayde answer, requyred 
•* a further and speedie answere conceruing the King^'s 
requeste." Upon which a Court of Assistants was imme- 
diately summoned, and, after grave and solemn delibera- 
tion, it was agreed that Francis Acton was, in tmth, the 
successful candidate, and he was, accordiogiy, elected 
cook to the Company ! 

This transaction does not redonnd to the credit of any of 
the parties concerned and scareely merits, from its insigni* 
cance, the space which has been devoted to it, nor should 
I haTe adverted to it at all bnt in illnstration of the temper 
of those times, in which the liberty of the subject was 
regarded rather unceremoniously. 
^ lew. Hume states that at the end of the year 1636, 
Charles I, ** of council was passed, importing, that as 

*' the urgency of affairs admitted not the wa) of par- 
*' liament, the most speedy, equal, and convenient method 
** of supply was by a general loan from the subject 
** according as every man was assessed in the rolls of the 
*' last subsidy. That precise sum was required which 
** each would have paid, had the vote of four subsidies 
** passed into a law: bnt care was taken to inform the 
people that the sums exacted were not to be called 
** sobaidies but laom.^ The above was' one of thoee 
ill-judged stretches of prerogative which Chailes I. so 
frequently committed, and whbh, in the end, fanned the . 
embers of civil war into a flame* In consequence of the 
above act. of council, the City of London was ordered to 
raise one hundred and twenty thoasand pounds for the 
King's service ; it was levied upon the Companies on the 
same priuciples as the corn rate, and the proportion of the 
Grocers was <£6000, for which, however, security was 
demanded and given; the Mayor's precept states that the 
money was to be paid " alter his Majestie and the Xiords 

* History of England, vol. vi. 



Digitized by Google 



THK COMPANY. 



97 



and others of his Highness most tionourablo privie 
•* counsell shall sigiie the articles of agreement betweene 
his Highness and the Citty toiu lunge the assurance of his 
Majestie's lands to be absolutely conveyed in fee farme 
to this Cittie after the rate of xxviii years pure bass, for 
" and in satisfaction as well of the sayd cxx thousand 
V pounds as of the cittie's former debt." Half the 
amoont was to be paid in ten days from the 20th Be- 
eember 1027, and the remainder in six months. The 
secnrity given for this loan proved to be available, as it 
appears by an entry, dated the 10th March, 1630, that 
the Wardens *' made reporte nnto this Coort that they 
have received oat of the Chamber of London" ^6000, 
and £7ol for interest, less a sum of £430 due by the Com- 
pany to the City, for what was termed *' pageant moiay." 
Whether the funds were produced by the sale of tlie 
King s lands does not appear, as there is no other mention 
of the fact than that the money came from the chamber of 
London. As the times became more stormy and as the 
public troubles increased, other loans were raised or rather 
enfoioed, bat no solid securities being given, the Grocers* 
Company suffered inconvenience and distress, from the 
effects of which they did not recover for more than a cen- 
tury, as will be seen in the sequel. 

If James L acted unjustifiably in interfering, as it has less. 
been alread%' shewn ho did, in the election of the Com- y"p"°«t*- 
pany's servants, his son Charles went further, by attempting interfe- 
lo influence the disposal of their property and church [he^King 
patronage. An attendant of the King's, Sir Peter Sal- in the 
tonstail by name, held an unexpired lease of certain pre- ny's 
mises in Mincing-lane, belonging to the Company, and 
b^ttg anxious to secure an extension of his term, at the 
tame rent, he induced his Miyesty to apply to the Court 
of Assistants in his favour. Accordingly, on the S7th of 
June 16SiS, the Wardens received the following letter from 
theKitts::-^ 
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" To our trustie and well-belovcd the Aldermen 
•* and Wardens of the Companie and misterie of 
** Gro eerie in our Citty of Loadony and to e?ery ' 
** of them. 
" Charles R. 

Trustie and well-beloved ; Whereas. we are informed, 
*' that your predecessors the Wardens of the robterie of 
" Grocerie, did, about threesoore yeares' since, graunt 
unto Ferdtnando Poynte, gent", a certaine messuage 
. with some other small tenements lyinge in Minsinge Lane» 
Loudon, for the tearme of 70 yeares, att the rent of 
*' £20 per annum. In bnildinge whereof, and the grounds 
** therein leased, the sayd Poyntz bestowed very great 
** sointis of money, and then assigned over his tearme lu 
•* the premises (the bnildinge not fuilie linished) for a 
•* valhiable consideration unto Sir Richard Saltonstall, 
" knight, deceassed, whoe likewise in his life tyme was 
" att great charge in the finishinge thereof, and since the 
^ same is come to Sir Peter Saltonstall, kt. our servannte, 
" his Sonne, whoe bath bene att greate charge, and must 
be att a greate deale more in the repare of itt, and, as 
^ wee sire informed, is a suitor unto you to inlaige the 
** remainder of his tearme in the premiiea to 81 yeares, 
** under tlie same rente as is nowe reserved; which request 
^ of his, wee, eonceivinge to be retio reasonable, have 
*-* thought good, in our especiall grace and favour to our 
** sayde servaunte, to recommend him to you, that his tearme 
*• unexpired may be enlarg-ed under the same rente as 
** aforesayd, which favour done unto him, wee shall take 
•* notice of, and retayne in our princely remembrance, to 
recompense as occasion shall serve. Given under our 
" signett, att our Pallace of Westminster, the five and 
twentyth day of June, in the fourth yeaie of our reigne.'^ 
On the letter being read, the Court " entering into a 
" deliberate constderatioii thereof, which may give all 
" dutyfuU and obedient respect and performaunce to hia 
" Ma^* request, as far as the orders established in this 
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** Companid for the renewal of leases will permit/* it was 
agreed tbat tlie letter should be registered, and when 
the old lease was within two years of its expiration, thej 

would have especial regard to his Majesty's request, and to 
Sir Peter's suit. Tiiis was done, and an addition to the 
term granted to him on the 12th March, lijQO, on payment 
of a small Hne. 

Another instance of oppressive interference on the jiart 1634. 
of the Crown took place in 1635. On the 17th February terafron 
the Wardens received the following commonioation from 
bis M^sty : 

To our trostie and well-beloved the Mr. Wardens 
and Assistants of the Gompanie of Grooera in 
" London. 
** Charles R. 
«< Tmstie and well-beloved, wee greete yon well ; Wee 
•* have received verie good testimonie of the learning, and 
** other abilities^ of Aaron Wilson, now incamhent of 
** Saint Stephen's, in Walbrooke, and therefore have 
" thought fitt for his better incouragemeut to conferr upon 
" him the vioaridge of Plymouth in the conn tie of Devon ; 

and because the smd rectorie of St. Stephen's will 
*' thereby beoome voide, wee doe therefore expect^ that 
when it shall bee in your disposall^ you forbeare to present 
any incumbent theiennto nntill you know our further 
pleasure, wee hoMing it reasonable^ tbat wee having 
preferred your clerke, you should respect us soe farre as 
" to leave the naming of the successor to us. Given under 
*' our signett, att our I'alace of Westminster, the 14th 
•* daie of Februarie, in the tenth yeare of our reigne." 

On the above beings read to the Court, it was deter- 
mined that there should be no presentation until the rectory 
should become void. On the lOtit of April, a second letter 
was received from the King, couched in the following 
terms: — 
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To. our tmtie and well-beloved the Mr. Waidenft 
*' and Aflfliatanfs of the Companie of Gfocen^ of 

*• London. 
«* Charles R. 

•* Trustie and well-beloved, wee greete you well ; 
** Whereas wee were lately pleased to direct a letter 
" unto you, requiring; you to forbear to present any clerke 
" to the rectorie of St. Stephen's, in Walbrooke, voide by 
" tbe preferment of Aaron Wilson^ late incambent there, 

till wee should nominate one to yon for that pnrpofie, 
" year conformitie whereto u Terie aeceptable to us ; wee, 

taking speetall care that that place ihonld bee supplied by 
" a person of worth and abilttieSy are pleased, by these oar 
** letters, to nominate and recommend nnto yon Thomas 

Howell, Dr. in divimtie and one of ear chaplatnes in 
** ordinarie, requiring you forthwith to present him to tbe 
•* said rectorie of St. Stephen's, la Walbrooke, to be by 
** bim enjoyed, with all ris-hts and profitts thereunto be- 
** longing; and these our letters shall be your sufiicient 
** warrant and discharge in this behalfe. Given under our 
** sigoett, at our Palace of Westminster, the third day of 

A prill, in the eleventh yeare of our reigne." 

On receipt of the above letter, the Court sent for 
Dr. Howell, and inquired whether, if he were presented 
to the living according to the King^s recommendation, he 
wonld reside upon it! He replied, that having another 
living of greater value, near Guildford, which he conid not 
give up, he could only engage to reside in London during 
the winter, but that he would provide an able and learned 
man in bis absence. In the meanwhile, the parishioners 
of Saint Stephen's, as was their custom m lieji the rectory 
was vacant^ memorialised the Court on the subject of their 
minister, transmitting to them the names of three indivi- 
duals, one of whom might be selected to 611 the vacancy. 
One of these, a Mr. Saxby, and Dr. Howell, were put in 
nomination, according to old custom; and the shew of 
hands being in faronr of Mr. Saxby, he was declared duly 
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elected rector of Saiot Stephen's, aod his preseDtation 
accordingly sealed in Court.* 

On the dOth April ** the Court was informed, that the 
** King^s Migestie is much displeased therewith, for that 

Dr. Howell, his Ma^' ehaplame, was not elected and 
** presented to the rectorie of Saint Stephen's, accordiog 



• I have already had occuaion to alladeto thn Companj' as prupriftDrs 
of the rectory of St. Steplien's, W'albrook. They purchased the advow- 
80D in 1502, as appears by the fuiiuwiog entry in the accounts of that 
period* 

IMS, Bee'. Pftyde Maister Veney fur purchasyog the vowmii of 
Saint StepheyBe*fl» and a tenemente to the same 

perteyninge, 325 marks, or £216 . 13 . 4" 

The church was destroyed by the great fire of London in 10C6, and 
■when the City was rebuilt, the parish of St. Tionet or Rencdii f Slu'rehog, 
Pancras-lane, was united to that of Saint Stephen, Waihrook j and it 
W'diB arranged, in cou»equence, tiiat the right of presentation to the rectory 
ahoold real alternately with the Crown and the Orocer't Company. Aa 
I hare alluded to the fiut of the parbhlonm potitionuis the Court on 
oocaalona of a vacancy, I Inaeit an application made hj them In Febraary 
1644. 

" To the worshippfull the Aldermen, Wardens, and AsaUtantft of 
** the right worshippfull Company of Grocers. 
** The humble petitiuu of the churchwardens and pariiihioners of St. 
Stephen, Walhrook, sheweth, tliat whereas, the lectorie of the church 
" in St. SteplMUi'a, in Walbrook* whereof your Company are the vn* 
" doubted patrons, is now vacant, and the pariahioncrs destitute of a 
" pastor by the resignation of Mr. Thotnas Warren, the late incumbent 
" presented thereunto by this Court ; and, forasmuch as some unhappy 
** differences have been heretofore amongst us in the said parish, con- 
cerning the miuiiittirs, and that we are now generally agreed in the 
affectiona towards Mr. Humphrey Cbamberst a man of approved inle- 
** giitf and learning, and do desire unanimously to ei^oy lum for our 
« pastor in the said church, to the end the said differences may cease, 
" and amity and quietness may be settled, your petitioners earnestly 
" desire your worships to confer your rectorie upon the aforesaid IVIr, 
*' Chambers, and to grant him a presentation under the seale of your 
" Company. And your petiiioners will acknowledge your favour with 
'* reipeot to then, and pray. 

Signed by «« James WHBBtEB, J churchwardens," 

<• John Berx, » 

And several other parishioners. 
The prayer of the petition was granted, and Mr. Chambers was in- 
ducted. 
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*' to the directioa of bis Highness' letter, recited in the 
*' last Court, and that Mr. Saxby w as, by the same Court, 
*' elected and presented to the said rectorie." Mr. Saxby 
thereupon presented himself, and, after thaokiog the Court 
for their preference^ infonned them that he had heard of 
the King's ditpleamre, and not wishing to be the eaiue 
of its coDtinaance, freely tendered to the Compaoy the 
snmnder of the tiviiig ; the Cowt accepted hb leMgoatioD, 
and voted Uni a benevolence 6f £80. The leotoiy 
being tbns decbved vacant. Dr. HoweH was again sent for, 
and became a soitor to be admitted " by the Cen- 
•* pany's right." The Court, after deliberately advi- 
siug, declared the reverend gen tie man elected parson of 
the vacant rectury, the frea and uuaiiiuious consent of 
the whole Court!" We may fairly say, that the whole 
of this transaction affords a striking specimen of the un- 
constitatiooal exercise of power in the Crown at this 
period. 

16S9. King Charles made Ins last attempt to levy that odioTTs 
impost, the iSltji-maaay, in the jear 1639** On the 18tli 

* A few words reapecting this unpopular impoBt may not be unaccept- 
able. King CliMrlM I. in d«teniiiiwd on fittliig out a Ibniii- 
dabto fleet, and conunanded the Citj of London to send to Portttnontht 
at tibeir sole charge, their qaota of diipoy being seven in namber, with 
ordnance, tackle, and stores for twenty-six weeks, for the following year ; 
and slinilar commands were eoni to the other seO'pork towns for their 
proportionate quota, viz. 

One ship of 900 tons and d50 men. 
One ship of StO tons and MS men. 
Four ships of MO lone and 100 men. 
One ship of SOD tons and 150 men. 
This is properly the first year of that King's ship-money project 
which 8o much contributed to his ruin. In 16!?5, tho King, \M»nt on 
briiii;inL,r llir Dutch to acknowledge his sea dumiuion, had, beside other 
naval armaments, boilt tlie greatest ship of war that had ever been seen 
in England befine, and gave it the eupeib name of the I2«fni Ammta^, 
of96 guns and 1740 Ions. To pnj for ^lis, and to It oat a snperior fleef^ 
he sent his special warrant to bis Chancellor CoTentisr, for issning writs 
to the sheriffs of the several counties, for assessing and collecting money 
" for suppressinp: of pirates, and for the gimrd of the seas." — AnAertoik 
on Commerce^ vol. ii. ; M^Pherson's Annals oj Commerce, vol. ii, ; Iigmer*s 
FaderUf vol. xix. p. 658. 
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.of April, a letter, addratsed to tbe Waidens, was recMved 
fnm the Lord Mayor, *' for the loane of l(iO£ from this 

** Company for six mouths, towards the setting forth aiul 
*' fumishifig of a shipp." The proposal, or rather the 
order, was as unpalateable to the Court of Assistants as to 
the rest of tbe nation, and, consequently, after the subject 
had been gravely debated and considered, it was reiolved, 
" that forasmuch as it appears that this Compaoy is much 
** indebted, and hath yearly payd the shipp money, and 
hath heretofore lent several sams of money to this Citty 
for the like oocasions, which are not yet repayd, and for 
divers other thinges, it is resolved aod agreed by tb>^ 
*' Court not to lend the said money required by the said 
** letter, unlesse snfBctent security be given for repayment 
** there of alt the end of six months.'* This arbitrary mode 
of levying money by virtue of his sole prerogat've, and 
without the consent of Parliament, hastened the crisis 
which, a few years after, deprived of throne and of life a 
monarch who^ though possessed of many and g^eat virtues, 
was ever eager to extend the power and iofluence of the 
Crown beyond all constitutional bounds. 

I have now to feeord the cirenmstance of the forced ^.J^^^* 
loans to which I before alluded^ and which, from the ioadi. 
injnstioe and bad faith committed towards the Grocers* 
Company, not only involved them in trouble and ailversity 
for a long period, but, at one time, threatened to annihilate 
tlicui altogether as a public body. In July, 1040, Charles 
the First wrote a letter to the Lord M.iNor. ilt inatiding 
from tijt' City a loan of €:?()0,()00 ; the occasion of it was 
this: the dangerous situation in which the King found 
himself at this period, in consequence of disputes with the 
Parliament, and of the discontent manifested by the Scots, 
induced him to grant the latter a renewal of the Covenant. 
The Scottish Parliament, fully aware of the King's position, 
farther insbted on certain privileges necessary, they said, 
to freedom of debate, and required that tbe Estates of 
the Kingdom should be convened» at least, every three 
years. On receiving these demands, Charles thought he 
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beheU a fonned seheme for uDdmiinuig bis rojal authority, 
and iiutaDtly prepared to renew the war. The Scots did 
not wait till the King shoald invade Scotland, but boldly 

crossed tlie Tweed, and, entering England, attacked a 
detachment of the royal army, at Newborn, in August, 
1640, and routed it. The King, surprised and alarmed at 
this defeat, retreated into Yorkshire, and commenced a 
negotiation with his inaargent subjects. The Scots for 
some time took up their quarters in England, but, gratified 
at length with a donation of three bondred thonsand pmiDdf, 
given under the delicate Dame of brotheiiy assistance, they 
retired homewards, and left the Bjng and Ftoliament to 
settle their own^fihirs.* It was to make vp tins sum that 
the King borrowed of the City the money 1 ha?e men- 
tioned. By the Lord Majror*s precept the proportion of 
the Grocers was £4500, *' to be by them lent on the 
*' security of the Government;*' and it wah accordingly 
paid. 

Lo'n'fo ^^^^ June 1642, a message from the Lords 

the ParUa> and Commons was read^ tbankiog the Citizens for former 
ioans^ and asking the Companies for a further supply of 
one hnndred thousand pounds, for one year, at eight per 
cent* per annum, and the interest to be regularly paid into 
the Chamber of the City. The message was ngned J. 

Browne^ Clerke of ParKament" The motive given for 
this loan was the relief and pieservatbn of Ireland, where 
an tnsnrrection had broken out, headed by Roger More 
and Sir Phelim 0*Neale; but there is abundant reason to 
believe that the money was intended to strengthen the 
Parliament party against the King.f The Grocers were, 
on this occasion, assessed in the enormous sum of £9000, 
and I cannot discover the reason why their proportion was 
so excessive. The application was considered, and, as 
may naturally, be expected, the Court determined that the 

• Scott History of 8eo«laiid, vol. i. Sd series. 

t " They levied money t)n<l« r prptcncp of the Irish expedition, but 
reserved it Tor purpMe» which cunccrnt'd tUcm more nearly." Hum, 
vol. vi. 
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money sliould be raised on the Company's seal. Eacb 
member was asked to inscribe in a book, opened tor the 
purpose, the sum whicb be was willing to lend upon the 
security of the Company; and it was further added, that 
" if» at the end, any damage ensue, each member of the 
Company to be rated proportionably to repay the same.* 
The wliole amount was levied, and it will be seen, pre- 
sentlj^ how faith was obserTod towards the Companj. 
At the expiration of 1643, " seTeiall persons, membeis of 
this Company, applied to the Court for repayment of 
their portions of the ^6^9000, advanced for the benefit and 
'* the reliet of Ireland,'' whereupon the Wardens were 
ordered to take up enough to pay them, under the sea! of 
the Company, and " at as easy a rate of interest as thej 
** can." 

To shew the efforts which the Company made to meet f^^}^'^ 
the calls thus made upon them, I will cite an order of the Comp«iy*t 
Court of the 8th May 1643^ which directs, " that part of 
** this Company's plate, not exceeding the value of one 
thousand pounds, shall be taken out of the treasuiie and 
aold to the best advantage, for payment of debts, and 
" other necessaiy ehaiges and affairs of thb Company ; 

and it is agreed that when the troubles of this kingdom 
" shall be composed, and this Company's stock returned, 
•* the sayd plate shall be repayred and mado good, to re- 
" main for a nieinorial in tiiis Haii^ according to the gift 
** and intent of the donors.** 

The troubles of the time, also, caused the following TheCom- 
letter to be written, at the same period, by the Lord Mayor : JJi^'bor- 

'* To his loving friends, the Master and Wardens of the ''^^^^^^ 
•* Company of Grocen. * ^*'^* 

^ AAer my hearty commendations; according to an act 
" of Common Council, this day holden, for the better 
fonning a safety of this Cittie, in this time of eminent 
danger, I am to desire you forthwith to send for the 
arming of aoxilliary forces ra\ sed by the Cittie, all the 
armes of your Compnny, which, by promised engage- 
" ment of the Common Council, shall safely, in the same 
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*' condition, be restored mto you, or others of the same 
** g^oodiiess, and the full valiio thcreor iu money; and 
** Cap? Hooker, Sargeant Major Turner, Cap'^ Player, 
** Cap" Tibborn, Cap" Frans. Howe, Cap'!' Hunt, and 
" Cap? Thomson, or any two of them, are appoynted by 
" Common Council to joyne with raoh as you shall assigoe 
" for the valuing of the said armes, to receive the same by 
iDTantmy, for the parpose aforesaid ; and, therefore, in 
regard cf the prosoDt want and neoessity of the said 
aimes, I pray yoo to expedite the business, and canse 
the said armes to be forthwith delivered onto the afore^ 
** said parties. Thas, not donbting of year confomiity 
and readiness herein ; I rest, 

*• Your loving friend, 

" IsAACK Pennington, Mayor/* 

This was received at the time that the civil war was 
raging in the neighbourhood of Bristol, and when appre- 
hensions were entertiiined for the safety of the City of 
London and so deeply were they impressed on men's 
minds, that all business and pleasure were suspended, as 
appears by the following- notice of the month of June, 1643 ; 
'* This Court, entering into a sad and serious consideration 
" of the miserable distractions and calamities of this king- 
" dom, threatning the ruin thereof by sickness and fambe« 
" the certain attendants of an unnatural and bloody warre 
*' which now reigneth in this kingdom, agree and order 
" that the election feast shall be omitted." 

The last drain upon the Company's resources and credit 
was made towards the end of 1643, by the City itself. On 
the 9Sd Angfost of that year, the Lord Mayor addressed a 
letter to the Wardens, stating, " that a sum of £50,000 is 
*' necessary for the defence of the City in these dangerous 

• The King's party, Afltor the tidung of Bristol, " proposed, and 
** leeiniBgiy with kssoo, to maich directly to Loudens where every 
** thing was in confusion ; where the army of the Parliament was baffled^ 

** weakened, and dismayed j and where, it was hoped, either by an 
" insurrection of the citizen^j, bv victory, or by tre.itv, a speedy end 
might be put to the civil UiburderiS. " — JJume, Ukt.of LngUndj vol. vi. 
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tiiiK s, as the parliament forces are upproacbing/' and 
requiring that £4500, the usual proportion, should be ad- 
vanced by the Grocers' Company, for which they were to 
ha?e interest at eight per cent, per annum, and the security 
of the City-seal and of the Exoise-offioe.* Any attempt to 
mist this order, wonld, under rach circumstances, baye 
been useless ; the Wardens were directed to endeaTonr to 
levy the sum nnder the seal of the Company, and to pro- 
ceed, besides, to the sale '* of all this Company's plate (save 
the ?alne of £900 for necesaaiy ase and service), towards 
the mm of £4500, agreed and ordered Jby this Coart to 
be lent to the Cittie : it is, moreover, ordered, that a 
*' register of the same shall be kept, and the donors' names; 
*' and that the same shall be replaced, upon the peace of 
" this country being restored." These repeated sales will 
give the Reader some idea of the large stock of plate pos- 
sessed by this Company in ancient times : there are frequent 
entries in the books, to shew that the members either pre- 
sented some article of silver to the Company as a memorial, . 
or bequeathed one in their wills. I have preserved a list 
of some of the more ancient contributions of this descrip- 
tion, which will be found in the Appendix. 

I have already quoted several instances of the arbitrary i64S. 
interference of the Crown in the affairs of this Company : ^f^^SfetyT 
I shall now mention a fact to demonstrate that those pure 
reforiiuTs of state abuses, the Committee of Safety,t 

• " The Commons ordered Ihe Lord Mayor to summon u Common 
** Couocil, to meet the Monday after ; whither ii committee rcpairt <l, (o 
'* desire the citizens to advance the money required; and, as security 
** for the repayment of the same, proposed the doty of excise and Bishop's 

landx."— iir«ll«id'« HUtortf itfL(md«m, vol, i. 

BMidM tli« loans, then weie otIi«r ctUt made on the Company for 
occasional contributions at thil time, £30 per waek was demanded by 
the Parliamrnt towiirdg the payment of their troops ; £6 was levied as 
the Comp any's proportion, " for the cost of chains and cni^in* i made and 
" employed about the City for the defence thereof ;" and iia lor the relief 
of maimed and woQDdedaoldiers. AU this occurred in 1649. 

I ought to state, tbat £160D, or one-tfaiid of the above amoont, was 
fepaid oatof theExdse-ofllee/' in August, 1044, but another sum of 
£500 was borrowed by the Parliament on the same security, in 1645. 

t See page 14. 
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went coTisiderably farther, in this particular, than either 
King- Jmiih s or Kit)g Charles. This Committee, sitting- at 
Haberdashers' Hall in June 1645, sent for the Wardens 
and informed them that they had learned the Company 
were indebted in the snin of five baadred pouads, upon 
bond, to one Rieherd Greeooagh ; who, as they alleged, 
" was found to bo a delinqaoDt to tbe ParUament and 
tky, thereupon, Toquired a speedy payment of tbe 
game to them* The Wardens were, naturally, startled 
at this proposition, and desired time to take the advice 
of the Court; they were told to return, on the Friday 
foHowing, wiA a definitiTe answer. It being- ascer- 
tained, on discussion, that the demand was peremptory, 
and, if not consented to, might entail unpleasant conse- 
quences on the Company, it was ordered that the War- 
dens should borrow the sura required upon the Com- 
pany's seal and retire the bond; which was accordingly 
done. 

1S40. The same Committee, in May 1646, summoned the 
Wardens '* to answer the complaint of Bartholomew 
Edwards for his having been suspended from a porter's 
place in the weighing-house, on account of his relation 
** to that Committee and bis employment in the Parliament 
service." Tbe Wardens attended the call, and, as they 
succeeded in proving that the dismissal of this man had 
arisen entirely from his own misconduct, and from no other 
cause, the matter was abaodoned, but not without a strong 
recomnu adation, from the Committee of Safety, that he 
should be again recei?ed into the Company's service on 
performance of bis duty to them, and " that he might not 
" fare the worse for his relation to that Committee." The 
Court of Assistants accordingly called Edwards before 
them, and " lovingly admonished him to submit himself to 
the orders and rules of the Courts which he obstinately 
and contemptuously refusmg, he was excluded, ezpulsed, 
** and discharged*" 
lOM. The Company, about this time, were compelled to sus* 
^ooL P^°^ ^* Walwyn, the master of their school at Col- 
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vail,* '* on account of his irapnaoiimeDt od a ehaife of a 
" fluppoaed disaffeetion to the present goTennnent;** hot 
tbey GODtiiTed, in Jaly 1651, to restore him to his p1aee» in 
consequence of a certificate of good conduct from the 
minister and inhahiCants, which, as it alludes to " a former 
distemper of lus hrain/* procured liis acquittal and fibe- 
ration. 

A special committee, entitled ** the Committee of Cor- 

_ L/Oininittee 

" porations/' was appointed by the Pariiament in 1652. I ©f Corpo- 
cannot precisely ascertain the object of this appointment, 
but I imagine they were instructed to ascertain the validity 
of the charters of the different corporate bodies existing ; 
as I find that, on the 1st December 1652, the Company's 
charter was . called for by them. The Wardens were di- 
rected by the Court to proceed with cantion, to take the 
original and a copy with them, and to endeavour to leave 
the latter, bui ** not the oiiginall unless peremptCMnly re- 
" quired." A proposal for confirming and renewing the Cm* 
charter appears to have followed this interview; for, on the chllrter. 
15th of the same month, it was ordered that " the business 
" concerning the renewing" of this Company's charter to be 
** left entirely to the discretion of the Wardens^ to pro- 
pound such alterations and additions therein, for the fur- 
ther privilege and advantage of this Company, if they 
shall see cause." Cromwell, who assumed the protec- 
torate in 1653, is stated to have granted the Company the 
charter by which they were empowered to make bye-laws 
for their government in future ; and, among other privileges, 
it conferred on them the power of levying a fine of £80 on 
every member on his admission. 

The Grocers' Company took a eonspieuons part in the J^J^ 
rejoieings and festivities with which was celebrated the tion. 
restoration ot Charles II. The Lord Mayor of London, 

* " Humphry Walwyn hy his will, 10th December, 1619, pne to the 

" Company and their successors the rent of two hoases to be purchased 
" with £600 by his executors ; the rents to be applied, inter aiitf, in the 
" maintenance of a free-school at Colwall* in the county of Hereford, 
the master whereof to be elected and removed by the Company/'^ 
Tie Compwu^B RegkUr ^ Qrtmit, 
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Thomas AUeyo^ who was a member of the CompADyt went 
forth with a spleiidid tfain to meet hie Majesfy on his 
entranoe into LoodoQ, on the 29tb of Majt 1060; oa 
which ocoasum he reoeived the honour of knighthood at the 
King 8 hand.* In the month of Jone, the Citj tesolying to 
give a magnificent entertainment to bis Majesty and hb royal 
brothers, a sum of three thousand pounds was levied upon 
the CompaDies towards defraying the expense, as aj){>ears 
by a precept addressed to the Wardens by the Lord 
Mayor, demanding ^270 as the proportion of this Com- 
pany towards the charge of entertaining His Ma***, the 
** Dukes of York and Gloaoefiter« the two houses of Par- 
" Uament and other persons of qoa^y." It should be 
stated that the City required thu money only as a loan, 
giving the seouiity of the Cily-seal» and paying six per 
oent per annnm for the nse of it 
Oatbs of j^i this period^ dso, in consequence of a letter firom his 
andSi^ra^ Majesty, the Lard Mayor wrote to the Master and 
Wardens, requiring " tint no person be permitted to be in 
'* any office or publick employment or counceU in the 
" Company, but such as have or shall take the oaths of 
" allegiance and supremacy, and bring- certificate thereof 
" to be registered here." The above being read, ** it was 
*• declared by the Lord Mayor, present here in Court, 
** that the said oaths had been administered and taken in 
Common Council, and that the same ought to be taken 
by the particular persons then present^" wliich was ac- 
cordingly done. 

1060. I have hitherto omitted alluding to the mode in which 
ll'FcJa* ^ Company's festivals were conducted. The custom of 
▼all. selecting two or three individuab from the livery to act 
as stewards for providing the dinners and superintending 

the general arrangements, prevailed from the first esta- 
blishment of the fraternity tu within the last century.f . 

* For tbc details of this ceremony, see the Biographical Sketch of Sir 
Thomas Alleyn at the end of the volume. 

t On great occasions, an additional number of persons were named to 
aitiflt tlie sfewtidty and their dntlM were pointed o«t to ttMB, as eppetis 



Digitized by Google 



THE COMPANY. 



Ul 



The office vas one of oonndenble mponnblfity and Mine 
expense, as appean from the fact of a - fine being levied on 

anj individual wishing to be excused from serving ; the 
aniouut was varied from £10 to ofSO, according to circum- 
stances. The stewards were held responsible for the 
fitness as well as the sufficiency of the provisions, as is 
manifest from a complaint inserted in tiie journals agaiijst 
Messrs. Randall Parris, and Hummerston, stewards for a 
dinner given on the 5th of November 1660.'* Complaint 
was made of the " scantiness of the provision^ unfitting wine 
** and diarespectfnll canriage, nnbeseemtng the due ob* 

semnee and entertaiiunent of the Company •** A vofe 
of eensnie was passed by liie Contt and a fine ocdeiedy the 
amount of which was to be fixed by the Master and 
Wardens. A few days afterwards one of the Stewards, 
Mr. Parris, ** appeared in Coart, to excuse liimself from 

any share in the late miscarriage/' and, after pleading 
inexperience in such matters, charged the faultiness of the 
wine upon the abuse of the vintner, wiiom Mr. Hunimers- 
ton had employed. The plea was of no avail, and, as the 
whole of ttie arrangements appear to have given dissatisfao-* 
tion, be was mulcted as well as his ooUeagnes. 

The eitiaens resolving to demonstimte their respect and K'^it . 
attachment to the King^s person by a magnificent disphiy ofo^^'' 
at the ceremony of the coroDation, passed an act of Com- II* 
mon Council empowering the Lord Mayor to levy the sam 

by the following entry in the year 1659. " Twelve of the lirerie ap« 
"pointed to be waitera at the ensuinge Lord Mayor's feast, whereof three 
** tO- welcome guests, two to stand at the dresacrs and see meat served 
*• in, two to receire in victuals, two to provide plate for the same feast, 
" two to see the Company served, and one to see the Hall garnished and 
** aha tablM set in order.* 

* Theamiheiieiyef tbe gunpewder-plot wis legakily obaemd fu 
many years aad a feast was given at Grocers' Hall; this is shewn by 1h» 
books wnder date of November, 1616. ** Ordered that the right wor- 
" shippfull the Kuights, Aldermen, Master, Wardens, AasiHtmits, ^md 
Livery, do assemble on Monday, the 6th November, 1610, at the Hall, 
vhence they ibaU lefeiie to Penlb, there to iMsr » ienum end give 
•< tiiealui for the aaffe deUraiy of mu dewe Sorenign Lotd King Jftmes 
** from file PowdwTnnaon." 



Digitized by Gopgle 



112 



COMPANV OP GROCERS. 



of ^6000, to be furnished by the Companies of London, 
" towards the charge of the intended preparations by this 
*' City against bis Mnjesty's coronation, sig^riified to be in 
** April next." The proportion of the Grocers was £640, 
which the Wardens were directed to raise on the security 
of the Company's seal. A farther snm of £270, for the 
completion of the same object, was demaaded of them in 
the mooth of May, bat it was refased on the ground of • 
ineqiiaUty in the proportion of rates charged this Company, 
when otlieis of greater revenue were assessed at less. 
Another and more pressing motive for refusal arose from the 
embarrassed state of the Company's finances, winch, from 
the serious amount of moneys drained from them by 
former loans, and by their expenditure in Ireland, gave 
the \V ardens and Court of Assistants great uneasiness. 
A Committee was appointed to snperiutend the recovery 
of the debts due to the Company, and to devise the 
readiest and most equitable mode of extricating them from 
their difficulties. The labours of this Committee produced 
no immediate result ; and another for the same object was 
appointed in 1663, which recommended that the interest 
on the sums due should continue to be paid until the 
principal could be redeemed by finesj to be levied on 
renewal of the leases whidi would shortly fall in. How 
this project was defeated will be seen in the sequel. 
Sir JolM On the 2d October 1661, Sir John Frederick, Lord 
^cvoMWK. jjjjyQr elect, " moved the Court, through Sir Thomas 
" Alleyn, to be received into this Society upon his trans- 
** lation from the Company of Barber-Cbirurgeons, whereof 
'* he is a member; and from which, by the rules and 
" customs of the City, he must remove into one of the 
twelve great Companies, and that his Lordshipp bad 
" expressed a friendly affection to this Company upon the 
<« occasion of his motion.''* It was thereupon agreed that 

* Mr. Norton, in hii valuable CmmtnioHet mi OtB HitUrg ind IfVflM* 
eJUiM ^ ih« CUg 4f Lonimtf piiUisIi«4 in 1820, has this passage It 

** even became a common impressioTi, that the former (i.e. the Lord 
Mayor) must belong to one of the twelve great Companies^ as they 
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the said Sir John Frederick should be admitted a member 
of the Company and of the Court, and that " some 

•* publick show of solemnity and triumph, by pageantry, 
** baclielors, gownsmen, aud other ornaments, bcc pro- 
f* vided at the charjs^e of this Company, to be in readiness 
•* against the day of his l^ordship." 

Hume, in allusion to what was termed the Corporation 1C62. 
Act, says, ** During the violent and jealous governmeot tloi/Acti 
" of the Parliament and of the protectors, all magistrateSt 
<' liable to snspicion, had been expelled the Corporation ; 
« and none had been admitted, who gave not proofs of affee- 
«< tion to the mUng powers, or who refused to subscribe the 
'f coyenant To leave all authority in snob hands seemed 
** dangerooa; and the Parliament,, therefore, empowered 

the King to appoint Commissioners for regulating the 
" Corporations, and expelling such magistrates as either 
** intruded themseWes by violence, or professed principles , 
** dangerous to the Constitution, civil and ecclesiastical."* 
The Commissioners above alluded to, in the exercise of 
their tunctiuus, made a communication to the Grocers* 
Company, which is reg-istered, on the 13th December 
166Sr, in the following terms : — This day, the Wardens 
" acquainted the Court that they had receiYed an order 
*' (sent unto them) from the Commissioners for regulating 

of Corporations, which was produced and read; the 
" tenor whereof is as follows : 

** Lunm tnemno nono Novemhtit 1062 

*' Amio Cardi Seeundi Angl. Regis quarto dedmo. 
At a meeting of his Majesty's Commissioners, for 
'* & in the city of London, authorised by his Ma^y*' com- 



Sfe called ; though it would ht diffionlt to asslgii any groimd fov such 
« a dogma." He adds, in a note, " theie is a precedent, however, of 
the Lord Mayor being elected frrai the Coopefs' Company, which Is 

" not one of the twelve chief companies, as early as 1742.'* It is clear, 
from the fact I have addm cd ol Sir John Frederick's tmimlation into the 
Company of Grocers from that of the Barber-Chirurgeontf, that the 
castom was iu vigour as late as 1G61, although I can quote no legal 
aathoiit; for it 
* History of England, vol. vii. 

I 
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mMmap midor the great seal of Eaglmd, fe pnttui^ 
in ezeailioii an aot of tka fifeient ParUanent fo Ihe 

*♦ well govming and fegalating of Corporations; 
** Ordered, that Mr. John Owen, one of the late Wardeos 

** of the Company ol Grocers, Sir Stephen White, Richard 
Waring Esq. Thomas Grower Esq. &. Matthew Shep- 
pard Esq. late Assistants of the said Company, being- 
lately displaced by the said Company of and from tlie 
said places and all other places of trust or other em- 
ployments relating to or coDoeniiiig the goTonunent of 
the City of London* flball not hencefordi ait in the Court 
of AnistantB in any afiain of the same Compsny tnm 
«« tine to eonM, and the Master and Wardens of tfaia 
<« Company aie to see*Ais etder aeeoidingly perfocsMd. 

** William Aveby,* 
The nature of the effbnee committed by the indindfiafo 
named is not alluded to, but I take it for granted that they 
were adherents of the Puritan party. On perusing the 
above, there is no denying that, whatever might have been 
the offence^ politically, it was rather a strong measare that 
a Committee appointed to examine into and regulate the 
prooeedings of Corporations, should proceed in so arbitrary 
a mamief to deprire members of the Company of their 



irm. On the 89th I>eoember 1668, tiie Company purchased 
to^tain- ^ impropfiation of the living of AHhaUowa Stsinbg, io 
^ Maik-lane; itwaswofth, at that period, £B6pmrmmim, 
and they paid £6S0 for it* 

* " On the south side of T.nnsbourne Ward, and scnn-i\ I lat within 
" Mart Laue, on the south Bide thereofy ia this parish church of Alllial- 
*' lowsy oommonly called Staiie>Charchy for a diffiBveaoe (u may be 
" t«ppowd) ftm other ckanfaei of that bum la tiw flity, wUcb of «1d 
WOM boilt of tfanbor, bat nbiee wen bniU of Umtj Ibr Scaa, ia tho 
Saxon langnage, sigoifieth a stone. It if subject to the Arcbdeacoo, 
save only as to wills and administratioiis, which brlonj:;: tn the Oom- 
" missary. This, of oid, was arector>. n\u\ m the pHtiunap^o of the i>< 
WalthamSf and, after thein^ of Williain Hyneland, priest^ who pre> 
« MBted to it in 1366.*'— Avwe't Smuut , ^. 2Si, 

SiM CoOege, MS. 
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On tM M May ie64« tbo following mrtkie wm entered i664. 

OD the books:-!-" Diwm memhm of this Company, ^"»8K^' 

" trading in drugs, made request and suit for the counte- 

*• liaiice nnd protection of the Court in the freedotn of 

" their trade, against the invasion of the College of 

" PbysLciaDS, who, having lately obtained from His 

** Majesty a patent, with new and strange power aod 

*' privilege of search^ seizure, (ioe, and imprisoninent» 

" were attempting the paasing of a bill in Parliament for 

*' the mttfieatioo of the same ; ytkush, if effected, will be 

tm iniopportable inconvenienoe and prejndtoe." They 
prayed the aid of the Court, whioh vas grantedj and a 
Committee appointed to consnlt and instraot coonsei to 
defend them before the Committee in Parliament ; it was 
lilcewise ordered that the charges incnrred by the druggists, 
for the defence of their right against the physiciaus, should 
be defrayed by the Grocers' Company. 

•* A sum of two thousand pounds was granted by this ^ l**^**- 
" Company as a loan to his Majesty for his present (Jharksll. 
** supply; the money was paid into the Chamber of 

London, and a receipt taken for the same." This 
was the Company's proportion of £200,000, lent by the 
City of Ipondon to his Majesty, to enable bim to prosecute 
the war with the Dutch. Such was the alacrity displayed 
on thja oecauon by the City, that the following vote of 
thanks was passed by Parliament:—'' Die Vemris, 25 
« Novem. 1644; Ordered, by the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal, and Commons in Parliament assembled, that 
'* the thanks of both Houses of Parliament be given unto 
*' the City of J^iidun lor their forwardrK ss in assisting 
'* his Majesty; and in particular by furnishin<^ liim with 
" several great sums of money towards his preparations 
** for the honour, safety, and trade of this nation."* 

About the beginning of May 1G65, one of the most 
terrible plegoes that ever infested this, or perhaps any piagneof 
other country, broke out in the City ; its ravages were so i^ondon. 

* MaUliuid'0 HjAtory of London, vol. i. 

i2 
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drettdlM that, in the coarse of the year, near 90,000 persons 

perisbed. The King's Court and the Parliamunt removed 
from l^ondon to Oxford. All business and pleasure were 
naturally suspended, as appears by various notices in the 
books: on the 10th July it is stated that ** tlie eiection- 
" ieast is to be forborne this year upon serious considedra- 
" tion of the sadness of the times and encrease of this sore 
** visitation in the City/' Such was the distress of the 
poorer Glasses, that, for the relief of their pressing neoee- 
sities, the Companies were assessed for Tarions soms of 
money, and were bound, besides, to famish a certain 
quantity of coals, of which the proportion of the Groeem 
was 675 chaldrons. 
IMS. At the commencement of 1665, the citizens of London, 
prMented ^® ahuw their attachment to King Charles, and to assist 
widiaship liim {q prosecuting^ the war against the Dutch, resolved to 
theCily. build a man of war at the City's expense, and to present it 
to his Majesty. This vessel, named The Loyal London, 
was finished and fitted for sea at the commeQcemeot of 
the following year, in sufficient time to take a part in the - 
Duke of Albemarle and Prince Ropert^s yiotory over Do 
Kuyter and Van Tromp.* The Compames were assessed 
by act of Common Conncil, and the amount demanded of 
the Grocers was ^860. This sum was le?ied on the 
members in the following proportions: — ^the Aldermen £9, 
the Assistants «£7, and the livery o£'5 each ; and it was 
ordered by the Court that, '* if any refuse tlie payment of 
" their proportion, their names are to be reported to the 
** Lord Mayor, to be exposed to such censure and course 
** as shall be taken with them for their ill example and 
" avcrseness to the public good." So maoh for whmtartf 
contributions at that period! 
Greaf fire ^ i^ost dreadful conflagrations that 

oflxindoB. happened in any age or country, broke out in this 
city.f The fire commenced in Podding^lane, and extended 

* The Compfiny gave a grand entertainment, in Au^st 1665,*' for the 
" success of bis Majesty's naval force against the Dutch." 
t For the pftitkotara of this fire, te« the IimiM GwUe, 10 Sept. 1066. 
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its ravag^es from Tower-hill to the Temple ; and, iiorthwjird, 
as far as London-wall, destroying in its progress not only 
Grocers' Hall and the adjacent offices, as I have already 
stated,* but the whole of the Companv's property and 
lioiises, excepting a lew small tenements in Grub-streeLf 
Tiie Court of Assistants assembled at the Turret-boose, in 
tiie garden, the only place the fire had spared, as soon as 
the panic cantsed by this dreadfnl visitation bad, in some 
degree, snbnded, and a oonunittee iras appdnted to take 
into serioos eonsidaration the situation of tiie Company, to 
devise means of liqnidaling the debts , and relieving its 
bnrdiens. As almost every indtvidoal attached to the 
Company bad suffered in the general calamity, the lirst 
measure adopted was to suspend the pajrment of interest 
*' on the Company's debts for the present," any attempt 
to levy a personal contribution at this moment being con- 
sidered superfluous.;}: A schedule of the houses and rents 
bdonging to the Company, as they existed before the fire, 
iras ordered to be prepared, together with a note of the 
tenns and periods of expiration of the leases* Tiiiswas 
a matter of no diffienlty, for, as I have already steted, the 
records and papers were the only things appertaining 
to the Gfocers' Company which escaped the all-devoaring 
element. 

* See page 29. 

t WiDiuB BoUmoo, bywDl, dated OAagutUei, gave the Company 
aU his teneniffiits u Gmb-stiee^ duvgeabls wiCh seTeial mumal pay- 
neata, bb detailed in the Beport of tiie " Commissiuners for inquiriog 

** concerning Charities/' appointed by Parliament in 1818. 

I " The fire laid waste and consumed the buildings on 436 acres of 
" gToand» 400 streeU, lanes, &c., 13,200 hooBes, St. Paul'a cathedral, 

86 parish choYcbeSy 0 chapelf, OoUdhaU, the Royal Exchange, the 
^ Casloiii-boiMe, Blackwell-hall, diren hospitals and libraries* SS of 
M the companies' halls, S of the city gates, 4 stone bridges, end the 
" prisons of Newgate, the Fleet, the Poultry, and Wood-street compters. 
" The loss of which, together with that of merchandize and household 

furniture, by the best calculation, tunounted to £10,730,500. Yet, 
" notwithstanding this terrible devastation, only six pcraons lost their 
** livee."— Misttad's HiMery qf London, voL L 
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Fin^oom Committee coDtiniied its aittiiigs until November 

VdSfff «t which period thay were leqnevted to consider the 
intemts of the Cowpioy'f tMumts, thefar appUcatioDi nd 

new kaaei for the htmies wfai«h had been 
dertioyed. They reoonmeiided, in reply, that a petition 
■hoold be preiented to Bnlianiettt for an Aet to empover 
the nrisfog of money upon the members of the Company 
for payment of debts, as the readiest and sorest way 
for effecting the same/* and that £20,000 should be the 
amount to be raised for the piir[)ose. In tlie mean while 
every nerve was strained to enable the Wardens to sustain 
the credit of the Company ; the silver in the Hall, which 
had been melted by the fire, was sold to meet the present 
wants,* an additMHi of nhiety-fonr members was made to the 
imry^and thlB lesalt vas» thaty in Oeaeoiber 1068, the Wat^ 
dens wm enaUad to diaohaige oaaHnxthpartof the dahte. 
1668. A t>ailoiBr and coart-room haying been encted at the 
sole cost and oharges of that nealmn fiiend af the Oosa- 
room built panj, fifar Jofao Ciitler,f the Company were onee more 
joLo Cut- enabled to hold meetinj^s in a place of their 6wn ; and, 
accordingly, as the sitnaLion of their affairs became more 
tinpleasiiiit, on account of the clamours of their creditors, 
heightened and increased, no donbt, by the losses occasioned 
by the late contlagration, the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee was adopted, and a general meeting of the whole 
Company held on the 12th of November 166^. As the 
proceedings of that and of several subsequent meetings on 
the same subject are highly interesting, I have extracted 
them wtrhaim from the books 
1000. occasion of the snmmons and maetu^^ l^elng 

Oenen^i of ** P^^lly declared by Sir Richard Pigott, Warden, 45ir 
ibcT Com- '* William Hooker, and llr. Sheriff Edwards, and the sad 
P*"y> «* condition of the Company laid open, groaning nnder 
the great debts and engagements formerly incurred, 
" and under continued clamours and reproaches for uon- 

* 8oe page SO. t See pages tl aad 8S. 
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payment and latiafiictiiNi, and inntiog In a diaailul 
" and leaAj assutance for supporting^ the moiety and 

ledeemiagf tlie honour and repntation of this great and, 
** formerly, eminent Company, and it being by common 

** cousent and agreement declared that the loan of the 
** g^eat part of the money (whereby the Company became 
" so deeply involved) in former times, that il any danger 
** or loss do faU upon this CoinpaTiy thereby, it .shuiild be 
equally and oontributoriiy borne and made good by the 
" particular members of the Corporation ; and the active 
instruments and promoters of these great engagements 
and loans being passed wwwf, and an act of indemnity 
and obliTion since granted and in foroe for the actions 
of those times* there was no other way now left for the 
'< discharging of the great debt now run np, and amounting 
«< to c£24,000 at least, upon bonds and interest, .and 
redeeming the Company's honour and fireedom from 
*' suits, seizures, and vexations, but by the helping hands 
'* of the present fraternity, in some expedient way to be 
** for that end advised and concluded ^ which being 
** assented to by the brotherhood this day assembled, it is 
" by unanimous consent, upon the question, agreed and 
w thought fit that the Company's debts be satisOed, and 
the persons now present do declare, by the holding up 
of their hands, their wiUingneis and concurrence therein. 
" Two ways being proposed by the assembly for raising of 
«« Bione|S for that occasion* either by Tolnntairy subscription 
and contribution among the members of the Company* 
" or by way of petition for a pailiamentary authority for 
•« an equal distribution of the charge, if the other be 
«* not likely to produce the expected effect. That time, 
*' opportunity, and advantages be not lost by too long 
** protraction and delay ; but, upon debate of the matter, 
" it was moved and desired by divers of the Livery 
and Generality, that a further day be giv( t), and that 
« those absent may not be concluded by the party dow 
i^pearing, they being inconsiderable to the rest, and 
ttoft of tiKMe that came npon the summons this day 
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QDwittiDg of tlie oooaaioD, and had not timo lo oonanlt 
<• their own minds for 8o Borioat a work, and that tho' 
caiuo of the rammoni may be eipreawd in the tickets. 

It is, therefore, agreed, for fall satisfaction to all desires, 

** that summons be again made out for assembling tiie 
whole body of the Company, on Wednesday, the 17th 
instatjt, at tliis Hall, at two of the clock in the afternoon, 
** and the occasion to be set down for raising of moneyM 
** towards satisfying the Company's debts, the way and 
** maimer to he then retahed an : the persons now present 
" promising their readiness of appearance at the next 
" meeting." 

In pnrsuance of the aboTo resolntion, anodier general 
meeting of the Company was held on the 17ih November 
1609, and, after a lengthened debate, it was agreed to try 
the experimwit of a petition to Parliament, the snecess of 

a voluntary contribution of the members being despaired 

of, in consequence of the failure ol' the lornier attempt to 
raise money by similar means for the rebuilding- of the 
Hall. As the petition fully and clearly sets forth the 
sitaation of the Company at that time, and the causes 
which led to it, a copy of it is here given twrtoua 

** The form of the Petition agreed to be presented to the 

Fkvliament 

*' To the Qononrable the Knights, Citiaens, and 
" Burgesses assembled in the Commons Hooae 
*^ of Parliament 

« The hnmble Petition of the Wardens, Assistants, 
'* Livery, and Commonalty of the Company of 
" Grocers, of the City of London, 
*• Sheweth, 

That the petitioners, being an ancient Corporation, 
have m several ages, by the charity of well-disposed 
persons, been entrusted with diven. lands, rents, and 
gifts, and, by means thereof, are charged with the 
maintenance of and contribution to seTeral hospitals, 
*' alms-houses, schools, provisions for ministen, exhthi- 
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" tioits to poor scholars in the nniveisities, and other good 
and oharitaUe nses. 
That, in the year 1642, when the kingdom of Ireland 

'* was gjeatly distressed by the rebellion newly risen there, 
** tliis Cooipany baviug; then a considerable estate, which 
is since impaired by the late fire, did, upon the credit 
*' of their coiumon seal, borrow aud advance the sum of 
** £9000 for the relief and defence of tliat his Majesty's 
" kingdom, and have been constrained to borrow of 
others and to pay in the said whole £9000 principal^ 
*' with the growing^ interest thereof till since the late fire, 
« and are in debt for the interest sipce then* being in all 
aboat 27 years* being reimbnrsed do more than <£645, 
whereby the said Company is become greatly indebted 
to seve^ widows, orphans, and other persons, divers of 
iHuch will be inevitably mined^ if the Company be not 
enabled to satisfy them. 

** That the Petitioners' estate, consisting, principally, 
** in hoases destroyed by the late dreadful fire, and they 
" being now in no cnpacity to raise money, either by 
*' making or enlarging of leases or any other way, and the 
** now remaining part of their estate not being sufficient to~ 
" defray the ordinary charges of the said Company, as by 
" their books doth appear, they are disabled, as a Corpo- 
** ration, to satisfy their debts, or discbarge those many 

debts and.tmsts npon them which they are obliged to; 

that, at the time of the advancmg of the said sum of 
** JS9000, it was agreed, by the Assistants, Ii?ery, and 

Commonally of the said Company, then assembled at 

a general meeting at Grocers* Hall, that if any damage 

or loss should happen to the Company by reason of the 
" said advantage^ that every brother of the Company, of 
•* ability, should contribute towards satisfaction thereof 
" such rateable share as, by the Wardens and Assistants 
" of the said Company for the time being, should be 

assessed. 

" May it, therefore, please this Honourable House to 
" give leave for a Bill to be brongbt in, whereby power 
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" may be g^ven for and towards the satisfaction of the 
" debts of the said Company, to raise the sum of £20,000, 
'< by ao equal asseisment upon the aeyenU members of 
" the said Company of ability, under such ooune for 
^ appeab and other proTisioQ for their josk praoeediigSy 
^ asm your wisdoms ffaall seem meet 

And year .PelitioneiB^ iq dvfy bovid* 
' shall e?er pray." 

Asobiaqient meetfag was held >t the HaU on Ihe 11th 
of May 1(170, and wn attended by a Tery moderate 
number of the Company. The application to Parliament, 
before alluded to, was, by Sir Richard Pig^ott, the master, 
declared to have failed ; and he stated the present assem- 
bling of the brotherhood to be with the intention of pre- 
serving the honour of the Company, by an endeavour to 
raise money among themselves for the satisfaction of their 
debts. It was moved and lesoWed, that, in ofder to gain 
a better attendance and appearance of the Livery, a dinner 
slmnld be made on the doth of this months for." tim more 

likely promoting the work in hand." 

The coBsidenition of dns important question was, accord- 
iDgly, rosomed on the dOth of May ; and the eanaea of 
Company's present distress again detailed : upon which 
•* it was thought fit (no other expedient being left) to sum- 

mon a common-hall, that an assessment or subscription 
*' may be made, by every brother of the Company, towards 

tiie satisfying of their just debts and engagements, to 
** uphold the honor and preserve the well-being of this 
" great and ancipnt Company." A resolution was then 
passed, that books should be opened at the Hall to 
reeeive the names of the sabscriben^ that their cootanbwtioii 
*' shall be paid npoo the terms* and in the wanner 

ibUowingt yenly; that is to iay» one-fiflh |>art diereof 
** evwy year* iat ive years next ensuing; and tba^ 
" unless the wMe sum ef .£90,000 be snbsoiibed at or 
" before the of Norember next, 1690, every one 
*' that has subscribed to be discharged of his snbsorip- 
** tion;" but if the amount was by that time filled up, 
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" tlieti erety MibiGriber» Ut henxi^ execvlon, waA 

Distrators, is eDgaged to pay the stim respectively 
*• subscribed for the purpose aforesaid;** and a committee 
was appointed to conduct fhe business. 

The iDdividuai distress inflicted on the members by the fire 
of LondoDy evidently absorbed all ideas of that of the Com- 
pany ; for, on the 25tb of November, the amoont sabscribed 
was under £6000,^ The Master and Wardens^ nothing dis- 
eonntged, proposed an additioii to the number <ii the Com- 
mittee, the memben of wfaioli nndeildoi to make peiwmal 
applieatioii to the livery And Coiiimoiial^» and the next 
itaeeting upon thb sabjecl im postponed nnlSI the mid* 
summer following. 

In the meanwhile the situation of the Company became t*'** 

, . . Thp credi- 

daily more embarrassing, on account of the increasing tor»' peli- 

clamour of the creditors. Some of them presented a ^IliJ^''' 
pe tition to Parliament, in January 1671, praying that an 
act might be passed " for the sale of the Company's Hall, 
'* lands, and estate, for satisfying the debts owing ; " to 
counteract which the Court poblished what was teimed the 
Company's vindication^ and circulated a thousand oopies 
of it ; whtle, in a menlorial to the Court of Aldermen, they 
prayed for idd And assistanee* on the plea tlmt the Com- 
pany's distress arose, in part, from the ioans made to th6 
City. Threats ftf legal prooeedings imd been issued ftom 
various quarters: but the storm did not burst nntil 1679. 
The Governors of Christ's Hospital were the first to enter 
the lists, by serving the Master and Wardens with a writ 
in Chancery for the payment of Lady Conway's chanty .f 

* ** The several tuembers tiiea at the helm, who (most of them.greaUy 
« safiiMred in their owo private capacitiee) were separated, and so taken 
^ up witfk care <rf lUbpoifaig of tteniBelvfit and famiUet, fliat rttj Um 

caold attend tfie aihdrB of tho Company^JRavaiAtfl^ page 9. 

t VisconntesB Conway left a som of money to the Grocers' Company, 

tipon trust, the intere9t of which was to be applied to various uses, as 
87>ecirie(l in the report ol the Coinmissionerg for Inqniring into Cliarities, 
and paxticulaily tht: fiuiu of Jt^20 to tiie Governors of Christ's Hospital, 
f4Hr thett to place out loaf poor chikboD of fieomen of the Citj, fraoi die 
iMMpitaU 
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This was followed by a suit, iirg-ed in the same Court, by 
oneChomley; others by Cropley, Moore, and by several 
of the pariihes having claims upon the Company. The 
catastrophe Meiiu to have been the seizure of the Hall, 
under sequester, by the Gevemors of Christ's Hospital* 
and the ejeetmentof the membefs* who were obliged to 
hold their meetuigB at Taiioas placett as has been already 
stated.* 

im. A Committee, appointed to eonnder the best mode of 
extricating the Company from its difiicalties, submitted the 
following proposals for relief, to be considt'red, viz. — 

1. An application to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen for 
the money lent to the City. 

2. The disposal of the Irish lands. 

3. An admission of members to the livery. 

. 4. Sttbseriptions of the particular members to be vigo- 
rously pressed. . . 

5. An address to His Bfijesty for re-payment of the 
money adyanced on the secnrity of certain lords. 
1674. Xhe first step taken, in conseqnence of the abote xecom- 
tion to the mendalioDs, was a strong application to the Court of 
^yjy^^^ *^^ Aldermen, "for the paymeut of the Citty's debt;" to 
which their worships returned the following laconic answer, 
** that the Chamber had not the money;" and recom- 
mended that the Grocers should raise money as the other 
Companies iiad done. 

Soon after/* says BaTenhill, " it pleased God to stir 
**. np several worthy members, who (continuing their en- 
deavours to cany on so good a woik begun) procured 
money to be raised on secnrity of their revenne* to 
discharge those sequestrations; and, by letting their 
lands in Ireland, sinking the rent to £10 per annum ; f 
and, by benevolences and gifts of their members, paid 
off a good part of tiieir debts; and, to supply what they 
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• See page IS. 

1 10 Jane, ISTS, tlM CosipaBy dMUtsed Ibeir Uuids in Ireland to Mr. 
George Finch, apona ItMe for thirty- one years, fkom AlUiaU0)lv-tide, 
1076, at £10 a-ye«r lent, and a fine of £S60a. 
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could not oiiierwaya for the present advance, they took 
** up money upon geonrity of the equity of redemption 
** of their vhole estate ; vhereby it plainly appean, they 
^ wed all ways And means to preserve thdr Hall and 
gronnd-renty as a' seed for their posterity ; they having 
** ahready paid, of their own benevolence and what they 
** have su borrowed on security of the remaining part of 
'* their estate, far above the real value (to be sold) of what 
" they receive thereout, over and above the yearly charities, 
*' wherewith the same are charged by the dononrs/' 

All these, however, were but temporary expedients, and icso. 
qnite inadequate to give effectual relief to the Company* £^^htw 
Towards the close of the year 1680, the creditors became ag^t^^'^tthe 
more argent tiian ever, tlueatening further legal proceed* 
inga if their demands were not liquidated ; att^hments 
were laid on the rent dne by the tenants ; and, in short, 
every mode of compulsion which legal ingenuity could sug- 
gest was resorted to. On the other hand/ one of the most 
fruitful sources of emolument, that which arose from fines 
levied upon new members, was stopped, owing-, as the 
records state, in July 1()80, to " many persons having 
** been alarmed at taking np their freedoms and livery in 
** this Company, on account of the heavy charges for 
" which the members have been liable." It became 
evident that if these apprehensions were not removed from 
the public mind, the Company would, in a few years, be* 
come extinct; to prevent which^ the Wardens and Gonrt of 
Assistants redonbled their seal and exertions to stem the 
torrent which was rushing with soch force against them. It 
was agreed that the most effectual mode of regaining pub- 
lic confidence would be by rebuilding the Hall, and thus 
retrieving that constant and regular revenue which arose 
from its being let to the Lord Mayors. Sir John Moore 
had the glory of being the first to hold forth a liberal ex- 
ample to the members, by contributing ^500 towards this 
desirable object ; he was followed by Sir John Cutler, Sir 
James Edwards, Sir Henry Tnlse, Sir William Hooker, 
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viaoed thai if the Hall ihoakl im^ coaliane wider flieae 
6tnmaU$moMt not pqIj all thai bad bean dana waidd be 
" wholly froUlaw» but idl thai laauiiiad (te vbiab Ihey 
were trasteaa to the generatioDt to emne) would soon 

** \(abte into nothiog, which would reproachfully render 
the present members most ungrateful to their auceutorB, 
** whose namea still blossom in what remains of those pions 
" moDuments of their charities, and obnoxious to those 
*' who ahoald ancceed happy memben ef this society." f • 
1681. After inonaieiiible obstacles and dallQr** the restoration 
af the Hall was aaaipleted at Michaelmas 1681« in iafiialattt 
ttae to allaw Sir Joha Miooia to keep his oM^amllf theie. 
BiivenbilldaeciibaBilai ** fa awllingaayhril thai turn 
*' or, |irobab|y» am was In Londan bat ba adds* "that 
the eharge of cooqplatlag the same, akbaofb la ydat a d 
** with as good bnsbimdrj as was possible to be laaiiagied* 
yet swells to double the sum which was at first propounded 
*• to he disbursed, and therefore called for farther assis- 
tancc of our members thau at first was designed, to con- 
*' trii>ute to the same ; which work heinsf so completely 
finished, manifestly appears to have been the only means 
left to keep the Company upon a fonndatioa, which, 
otherwise, must, in a short time, have naturally dissolved 
" of itself; for that the apprentices and freem^, of aay 
estate or Talne, who, before whoUjr .dediaadt bair^ aow 
^* (that Up in dailjr ancraaaad^ as hariag a piospeel, 
by wbal is visiblef of a proqpems canryijig on die whole 
woik answerable terato: wfaieh work, now eonplealady 
u in itself of far greater yalne than all the other part 
•* of the Company's revenue (over and above the charities 
'* issuing thereout), and that those several sumius so sub- 
** scribed were thus freely given by several worthy mem- 
bers on purpose for this great work ; that it might incoa- 



• For particulan nspectiag the veitorilioii of thfi HtJl, see page M. 
t RavtJiluU. 



Digitized by Google 



4< 
4* 
U 
4i 
4t 



THB OOlfPANY. IS7 

" rage the whole meml^ers, freely aod Ubenlly to oontribntt 
towaidfl the reaidna of this work and the debts/' 
This appeal, on the part of the worthy Mr. RavenhU}* 
hammei pathetic in his opiakm, had bat little we%hl vith 
the livetymeii of the Conpany; the additiooal bwtbea 
kid iqm flnir dioiilden by the 0xoen of the eftinuUet for 
fanildmg was not to thehr taste, and the money eano in 
yeiy slowly. Measnret of secnrity beoaroe necessary, ia 
order to prevent a second sequestration, the II all having 
become more valuable than before; and, accordinjrjy, the 
worthy clerk g-oes on to state " that the beautifying and 
repairing: tlieir 1 tail might not prove a bait to such creditors 
(it any should be) as formerly seized the mines of the 
same, to eadeayour again a seqaestration ag^st it, but 
might aavwer those good ends so by them designed : the 
Company, by advioe of learned counsdi, after an inqui- 
sitioB taken befone the Commissioners for CharitsJile 
** Vsm, wmA pnouant to a decree made by those Commis* 
sionen, ha99 oooYeyed the same and aH theur ffeYenue, 
** mA the eqaity of TedemplioD theieof (subject to the said 
** former seenrities), to tmstees, to secure the yearly pay- 
** ment not only of those charities wherewith that revenue 
** is charged by the dououra, but also with the overplus 
*• (as the same will extend) those other yearly charities, 
** payable by the Company to several places, person and 
uses, by the appointment of other benefactors, who 
heretofore paid into their hands several sums of money 
** for other uses, (for which now no food remains^) that they 
might also thereby not only dtschaige their conscieaces 
towards God and the memory of such pious beDcfactoiSy 
bat also avoid the chargeable prosecutions of the Com- 
mi|sione» npon the statute for charitable uses^ who 
" have» of late, put this Company every year to exceeding 
great chaiges and expences/* 

To secure an accession of influencei and talent for the increase of 

support of the Company's affairs, a considerable number of and^uH^ 
freemen was called to the Livery, aiul, iii August atid Sep- ^ery, 
tember 1681, eighty-one members wore added to the Court 
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of Assistants. Every exertiot) was made to forward the 
rabflcriptioD} and thnsy gmdiiallyy to extricate the Company 
from its embarrasBmeiits ; a tadc of no snail difficolty» for, 
althoogh the energy of the leading memberB of the Court 
had achieved moch, a great deal remained to be done, 
lest. ^ ^ ^ February 1682, I find a eircomstanoe 
A freeman recorded which gives evidenoe of a privilege of the Lord 
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Uont'"^'' Mayors of London at that period, and which, I believe, is 
now obsolete. It is thus recorded in the journals : — "This 
" day Mr. Thomas Prettyman appeared in Court, and 
*• produced an order of the Court of Aldermen of the 9th 
" instant, whereby it a})pears that the Right Honourable 
tlie Lord Mayor had presented him to that Court to be 
made free of the City, as the first of three due to bis 
Lordship by prerogative, and that, thereupon, if was 
** ordered be should be taken into the freedom of the City; 

upon which this Gonrt, at his humble' request and the 
** recommendation of his Lordship^ do ofder be be taken 
and admitted into this fellowship ; and accordingly, here 
in Court, the Wardens being present, he is admitted, a$ 
5y redimptUm; amember of this society of the Grocers." 
I ought to state that Sir John Moore, a member of this 
Company, was the I.ord Mayor of that year. * 
1683. "^^^ greatest diflicuUy which the Court of Assistants had 
Arra^nge-^ to encounter, in their ( iideavours to conciliate the cre- 
Chrisfs ditors, was with the body of Governors of Cbrisfs Hospital. 
Hospital, ^ prompt in acting agabst the 

Company, so, on the present occasion, they opposed ob- 
stacles to any arrangement save that of an immediate pay* 
ment of their whole demand. They claimed arrears and 
charges as follows, vhs. 
On £20 per annum for Lady Conway*s gift for nine 

yearf, and £140 for charges. 
On £10 per annum on Lady Middletoii s gift. 
On £5 per annum on Mary llubinson's gift 
Besides arrears of allowance under Lady Slaney's will, and 
a debt of i:500 bequeathed to them. After mwh debate, 
it was agreed that the matter should be left to arbitration. 
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and five persons were chosen on each side, whose decision 
Bhoold be oonndered as final. They decreed that a part of 
the elaim should be paid in foarteen days, and the re- 
mainder by yearly -instahnents : this decision gave great 
satisfaction to both parties, and was highly advantageous to 
the Company, as it pa?ed the way towards bringing their 
other refractory creditors to a similar arrangement. The 
situation of the Company improved by degicu^s, and every 
expectation was entertained that, -by economy and hy per- 
severance in the course pointed out by the arbitrators, they 
might, at length, become free from all embarrassments, and 
recover their ancient importance in the City; but an event 
occurred which threatened ^ to neutralize the expected 
benefit, and to defeat the hopes which had been cherished. 

The event to which I attade is the issuing of the cele- 1084. 
brated writ of ^ho warrania by Charles II. in 1684, ^mmt. 
against the City charters and liberties. The circumstances 
which gave rise to this arbitrary proceeding arose from the 
Illegal inteWbrence of the court with the privileges of the 
citizens in their election of Sheriffs, and are detailed at 
length in the biograpiiical sketch of Sir John i\loore, at 
the end of this volume. The court party, with his assis* 
taace as Lord Mayor, succeeded in forcing tlie election 
of their own candidates for that time ; but, being conscious 
that to accomplish their purpose a fresh struggle was to be 
encountered every year, they resolved to stfike a blow 
that should at once obviate all future interruption in their 
progress^ that should fetter parliament altogether, and 
leave the lives and liberties of the subject entirely at the 
mercy of the Crown; Their project was to seise the 
charters of all the cmrporate boroughs in England. Saw- 
yer, the attorney-general, with a previous understanding in 
the proper le;^al quurtcis, intimated that he could under- 
take to prove a forU iture ot the city charters and liberties.* 
A writ oi qno varranto, that is an inquiry into the validity 
of the charter, was authorised to be prosecuted; and 

* Maitlandy vol. i. p. 477. Bumet, History of his own Time. 

K 
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Charles well knew that a victory over this strong hold of 
liberty, would be followed by the implicit sorrender of all 
other corporations, where the establiahineBt of the Court 
ioAaeiiee night be thought neoesaary. The pretence of 
forfeiture was, first, an act of Common Council* paued 
nine yearn previous, by which a new rate of foils had 
been levied on persons nstng the public markets which had 
been rebuilt after the greot fire : secondly, a petition pre- 
sented to the King two years before, in which it was 
iiUt ged that, by the Kiog*s prorogation of pailiament, 
public justice had been interrapted, and M hicb petition the 
Court of Common Conncil had caused to be printed. 
Whether any corporation could lorfeit its existence, as a 
corporation, by any abuse of its powers, or even by volun- 
tary surrender, was not at this time cleorly settled, nor in> 
deed is it now.* Whether the represnUaiiveM of- a cor- 
poration, such as the Court of Cooimon Council, could 
. effect a forfeiture of the rights of their constituents (which 
would imply that they could, by an act of their own, defeat 
the trust reposed in them, and alter the essential constitu- 
tion of the body at large) may still more reasonably be 
doubted; and ample authorities may be referred to, 
showing that it cannot. But that a bye-law, if bad or 
doubtful, or a disrespectful addiess to the King, however 
reprehensible, could legally f)roduce any such effect, is a 
position hardly requiring lo be confuted ; especially when it 
is known that, by one of the city charters, it is specifically 
provided, that none of its liberties or franchises are to be 
forfeited by any abuse of them whatever.*)* 
^^''^^ Having thus, by way of preliminary, stated the causes 
the Com* wfaich induced Charles to take this impolitic and unpopular 
P»7* step, I shall briefly relate how the Grocers' Company acted 
on the occasion. On the 28th of Blarch 1684, the Wardens 
acquamted the Court " that they had recmved his Ma- 

* Kyd on Cofpocationt, vol. ii. 

t Chatter 7th Richard II. The above aeeonat ie, in gveeft measuie, 
taken from Norton's Conunentariea on tihe Fnmchiiei of tho Cilj of 
London. 
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" jesty'fi writ, in tke aataie of a quo warranto^ ratimiable 
the first day of the term;" and tbey stated, further, that 
the same had been served on the other chief Companies. 
The first step resolved upon was the election, of a com- 
mittee to oondiiot the proceedings on the part of the Com- 
pany; and the chief persons who composed it were the 
liord Mayor, tho Earl of Jjcrkcley, v/ho had served the 
office of master the year preceding-, Sir William llookt^r, 
Sir John Cutler, ajid others. A deputation, attended by 
the clerk, waited on Mr. Secretary ,T( iikins, on the 0th of 
April, ** in order to be informed what utight be acceptable 
'* to his Majesty as expected to be done by this Company 
in obedience to the said writ, to the end the Committee 
** might 80 report to the Coqrt, that the Company might, 
" without delay, act as became loyal subjects and pnt- 
dent members, having iflso regard to the trust in them 
reposed? They received for answer, from the Secretary, 
tfaiit his Majesty designed not to intermeddle or take 
away of the rights, property, or privileges of any Com- 
** pauy, nor to destroy or injure their ancient usages or 
" franchises of their Corporations, but only a ret/ulalwu of 
" the (jovvrnlng party SO as his M*'> might, for the future, 
** hav e in himself a moving' power of any officer therein for 
mi^governmcnt, in the same way and method that they 
** themselves now used and claymed to have by power 
derivable from the Crown," or, in other words, that they 
should be incapable of exercising that free control over 
their own affairs which all their charters, even that 
granted by Cromwell, had so solemnly conferred upon 
them. Resistance was considered fruitless, and, therefore, 
in order to derive all possible advantage from their ready 
submission, the Clerk was ordered to prepare an instrument 
of surrender to pass the common seal, and to accompany it 
by a petition to his Majesty, " in order to obviate his further 
*' displeasure in prosecution of the said writ, and to ob- 
" taiue his -^race and favour of the ancient charters, rights, 
" and jirivdeges of this Company." In pursuance of an 
order of the Court, the Wardens were directed to consult 

k2 
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Mr. Holtj the conntel, respecttng the same writings or id- 
etnunent; and be ga?e the following opinion, viz, ** that 
the writing, so to be passed under the seal of the Com- 
" pany, does not id any way amoant to a rarrender of their 

" cLar t( r or corporation, or any way to exting^uish or 
** weak* II any franchise or liberty of the Compaiiv, but 
** only their power of naming and chusing their Wardens 
** and Assistants, and Clerk, under such regulations for 
*' the future, as His Majesty shall, in his great wisdom, 
" think fit for the well governing of the Company; 
" and, notwithstanding such surrender when made, the 
" Corporation will still remain upon its old foundation, 
" and ahall enjoy all its andent rights and hbertj, and 

be in the same capacity every way, under such regula- 
" tion as it was before snch surrender made. All which 
*' being debated in Conrt, and information given that 
" other Companies in London are already prepared and 
" very forward to attend His Majesty i^ith cheerful and 
" ready compliance with his gracious demands by his said 
** writ, this Court thought fit, in order to the security and 
** welfare of the whole Society, that this Company, which 
** his Majesty has been graciously pleased so highly above 
" others to honour, in condescending himself to become a 
" member of it, might not come behind others in demon- 
** stration of their loyalty and submission^ herein have 
" thought fit to order that the whole Commonalty be som- 
" moned to meet here at the Hall this afltemoon, at two 

of the dock^ in order to have their application and com- 
" plete the whole matter of a speedy address to His 

Mqes^." 

Althbngh the notice was short, the Assistants, Livery, 
and Commonalty assembled in gicat liunihers, and the 
petition to the King, with the instrument before alluded 
to^ were submitted to them^ couched in the following 
terms : — 
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THE PETITION. 

" To the Kings s most excelleDt Majesty. to hS*** 

*' The humble Petition of the Wardens and CommoDalty Mi^iesty. 
" of the Mystery of the Grocerio of London, 
In most hnmble manner shewetb, that yonr Majesty's 
'* royal progenitors. Kings and Queens of England^ did, 
by the several letters patent under the great seal, incor« 
porate your petitioners, by which divers immunities, 
** privileges, and franchises were granted to your pctition- 
** ers, and for that, lately, your sacred Majesty in your 
" princely wisdom lias thought fit to bring a quo ivarranio 
** against your petitioners, which has given your petitioners 
** just occasion to feare they have highly oHended your 
*' sacred M«yesty, whom in duty and allegiance they ought 
" to obey ; 

Your petitioners earnestly beg that your Majesty 
** would be graciously pleased to pardon and remit what is 
*' passed, and to accept of our humble submission to your 

sacred Majesty's good will and pleasure ; and that your 
" Majesty will further graciously be pleased to continue 
** our former Charters, with such regulations for the 
" government of the said Company as your bucred Majesty 

shall think fit. 

" And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever 
" pray," &c. 

THB INSTRUMENT. 

To all whom these presents shall come, the Wardens 
" and Commonalty of the Mystery of the Groceiie of the 
*' City of London send greeting ; 

Know ye, that we, considering how much it imports 

" the concernment of our Company, to have men of known 
** loyalty and approved integrity to bear offices of magis- 
•* tracy and places of trust in the said Company, the said 
** Wardens and Commonalty have grunted, surrendered, 
" and yielded up, and by these presents do grant, surreii- 
" der, and yield up unto bis most gracious Majesty King 
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Chailes the Second, by the grace of God, Kiog of 
England, or Ins heirs aod sucoessors^ all and smgolar 

" the powers, firanehises, privileges, Uhertys, aod aatho- 

" ritys wliatsoever, granted, or to be used or exercised by 
•* the said Wardens or Cuniinonalty, by virtue of any right, 
'* title, or interest vested in them by any charters, letters 
patent, custom, or prescription in force, of or concerning 
'* the electing, uominuting, constituting, being, and ap- 
** pointing of any person or persons into, or for the several 
** and respective offices of Wardens, A^ssistants, and Clerk 
of the said Company ; and the said Wardens and Cora- 
*• monalty do hereby humbly beseech His Majesty to 
accept of this their sorrender, and do» with all submis- 
^ sion to His Majesty's good pleasure, implore his grace 
^ sod fiivoar, to re-grant to the said Wardens and Com* 
** monalty the naming and choosuig of the said ofiices, and 
*' the said liberty s or franchises, or so many of them as 
** His Mcijcbty, in his great wisdoui, shall jiidg^e most 
** conducive to the g^overnment of the said Compaiiy, and 
" vvitfi and under such reservations, restrictions, and 
** quaiilications, as His Majesty, in his princely wisdom, 
sbali be pleased to appoint. In witnesse whereof, tlie 
said Wardens and Commonalty have hereunto affixed 
their common seal, the eighth day of April, in the six- 
** and- thirtieth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord 
" Charles the Second, by the grace of God; of England, 
** Scotkmd, France, and Ireland* King, Defeoder of the 
Faith, &c. and in the year of our Lord Christ, one 
'* tiioasand six hirodfed and eighty-fonr*" 

The above docoments having been solemnly read, and 
the question for their adoption put, it was carried unani- 
mously, and the Company's seal ordered to be affixed to 
them. A deputation was also appointed to attend His 
Majesty therewith at Windsor, 
tervisw The Wardens reported, on the 9th of May , that pursuant 
JharlwIT order of the Assembly, met the 12th of April last, 

they, with Sir James Edwards, Sir John Moore, and dirers 
other members, attended His Majes^, at Windsor, on 
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Sanday last. Tluit His Majesty, being- informed that a 
deputation of the Grocers was in atteiuUince, ** came forth 
&, with a very kind aspect, received them ; where Sir 
** James Edwards, at toe reqiMgl of the rest of the mem- 
" bers, presented the petition and iostnimeut, and de- 
" clared to His Majesty, in the presence of the Lord 
Keeper, Lord Chief Jastioe, and masy of the nohility, that 
Im loyal Bahjeets, the Crroaen, (tho Goiapany Hii Ma- 
jesty had been gradonsly pleased to mtke vitb a doable 
** stroke of Us Ihf oar, in eondeseending so low as to 
*' become a member of their fraternity,) had no sooner 
" read the writ of (juo warranto but they called their 
** Assistants and consulted, and soon resolved upon their 
duty ; and, suuiuiuiiing their cominonaUy together, they 
had, unanimously, (not one dissenting member,) agreed 
that a short, bumble address, which, together with the 
" instrument under their common seal, in the name of 
the whole Company of Grocers, they humbly prostrated 
at His Majesty's feet ; and so on bis knee presented 
them, which Ht^ Jlfejesf^ vost graeioasly ^reoeived, 
** deebaeing to tbem be was a member of their Company, 
** and tbey might assure tbemseWes of all kindness and 
finronr be conld, aceordiug to tbe laws, bestow npon 
tbem; and so His Majesty went to Chapel, dismissing 
the whole assembly, witbont bearing any other persons ; 
** and committed tlie Com]jany*s petition to the care of 
*' Sir Lionel Jenkins, with particular comuiand to take 
** care of this Company ; and that Sir Lionel Jenkins has 
" siDce got the same referred, and declared himself yery 
" zealous and ail'ectionate to serve this Company to tbe 
" otmost of iiis power; (hat all care and diligence have 
** since been osed to search records and make preparation* 
ibat Ike Company may have a confirmation of timir 
Charier to the best benefit and advantage.'' 
TbeKmg baving obtained, by means of cormpt judges, Judgneat 
a Terdict on the wammto against tbe City, tbe ^^^y?*'^^ 
following sentenoe was pronounced by Justice Jones, on 
the 12th of June, 1G84, in Trinity term :— 
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That a City m'l^ht forfeit its charter; that the malver- 
** sations of the Conimoa Council wert; the acts ot the 
** whole City ; and that the two points set fortii in the 
*' pleadings were just grounds for the forfeiting- of a 
" charter; upon which premises the proper conclusion 
** seemed to be, that, therefore, the City of London had 
" forfeited their charter !" 

But the consequences of enforcing the forfeiture were 
so much apprehended, that it was not thought fit to venture 
upon it immediately; and the Attorney General moved, 
contrary to the usual custom in such cases, that the judge* 
ment might i|ot be recorded** 

The citizens, in the meanwhile, after much debate and 
consideration, agreed to submit themselves and their case 
to the King: the Lord Mayor and a deputation repaired 
to Windsor, where they had an interv'n \\ w ith His Majesty, 
who"accepted tlieir submission on fho foUowing conditions : 
viz. that, " in future, no Lord Mayor, Alderman, Sheriff, 
' Recorder, or other officer, should be allowed to enter 
** upon his office without the previous sanction of the King ; 
'* that, if persons elected to any of the above offices did 
" not meet His Majesty's approbation, that he might elect 
*' others, by commisnon, if he pleased.** The Lord Mayor 
communicated the six conditions, of which the above is the 
substance, to the citizens in Common HaO assembled, 
where, after violent opposition, they were carried by a 
majority of eighteen, to the surprise of all the friends of 
liberty.f 

1685. The natural consequence of this servile submission was. 

Death of that, in a short time, all the Aldermen obnoxious to the 
CharlMlL 

Court, were got rid of, and others chosen in their room by 
royal commission. A new Lord Mayor and Recorder, and 
new Sheriffs were appointed, in the same manner, to act 
during pleasure. In short, the City and the Companies of 
' London, at the death of Charles IL, in February 1685, 

* It was entered a short time af(envnrd«, when the citixens had made 

their submission. — Kmnrfs Historif of En^tnnd. 

t Ketmet'ti History oi i^uglund. — Muitland'ti History of London. 
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were left with charters scarcely deserviof^ the name, which 
placed their liberties and municipal privileges at the dis- 
posal of the CrowD, In a manoer unprecedented in the 
annals of English history. 

Tbat " unieal jnookexy," miscalled the charter of the chart r of 
Grooefs' Company, was in no degree more favourable than 
tbat of the City. It commenceiB with a recital of the In- 
tirummip or snmnder of the Wardens and Assistants, and 
goes on to state that His Majesty is gradoosly pleased to 
grant them another charter, under suck resirictUnu as he 
shall ihink fit. He incorporates them h) their ancient 
name of The Wardens and Commonalty of the Mys- 
tery of Grocery of London," to have perpetual succes- 
sion ; and to have power, yearly, to choose Wardens, with 
the proviso^ however, that they must hold communion with 
the Church of England, and that they shall have received 
the holy sacrament according to the forms prescribed by 
the church, within six months before ; that after their eleo- ^ 
tion they shall, before they act, take the several oatbs, and 
subscribe the declaration appointed by act of parliament; 
The WardeniB' and Clerk's names are, by a special clause, 
to be first presented to the King, and if approved, under 
the sign manual or privy signet, they may proceed to ta}(e 
the oaths; if, on the coutrary, they are rejected, the Court 
of Assistants are to elect otliei s, aud so on, from time to 
time, until His Majesty is satisiied: every election made 
contrary to this clause to be null aud void. The King 
reserves to himself the power of removing, by an order of 
privy council, any Wardens, Assistants, or Clerk. The 
said Wardens and Commonalty are to be subject to the 
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, who are to approve 
sill persons proposed to be admitted to the dotfaing. In 
short, although there are several apparent privileges de- 
tailed in tfaos charter, all liberty of will and of action is 
effectually absorbed, and the Company are allowed to 
exist only during the pleasure of the King ; and, as if in 
bitter irony of the le&t, this memorable document closes 
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with *' a confirmation of all charters, grants, usnages, aad 
*' privileges in and by all things; so that the Company 
« tbaU not be troabled or molested by the King, hb hein» 

or racceoon, or any of their mifiurteit, for or by veom 

of any ilnifle or misonge for the past!'^ 
1 68«. Iff B«f enyU fliaies that the Grooen' Company, wIm 
New bye- tfao gtio wrronto woB brought agaliiflt then, iMVio 1664» 
** veto (of all Conpaiilet in London) nndor the moot 
•* irregular government, as to bye-laws and ordinances, to 
*' warrant their actions and proceediags, not haviog any 

extant (that he could find), made and legally confirmed, 
" since the time of King Henry VIII. ; in whose reign, 

(continues he,) by search, I foaod on record, in the 
. " town-clerk's office, many suited to the distempers and na- 

ture of the mystery of the Grocery io those days hanag 
taken oopies, amountiog to neaily one handred 8heeti» 
he found moat of them obsolete and iuapplnable to the tiaM. 
The renewal of tbe charter elfered, in tiie opinion of the 
Court of AnriatantSy an csoellent opportonity of firaming 
a new aet of bye-laws;*' and, availing themsehes of the 
assistance and inflnence of the Earl of MalgraTe.f their 
Master for the ycur, they procured, what is termed in the 
records, an enlars^ement of their charter," with the toU 
lowiiig advantages, viz. a conllrmation of the charter of 
Henry VI., granting tlie ofiice of garbling* to tbe Company, 
in all places in this kingdom, the City of London excepted, 
and " declaring the species of the mystery, which in former 
" chaiten was expieaied tinder the denomination of Gro- 
** eery, bttty in the present, was declared to inolnde aH 

dsoggisls, tobacoonista, and tobaceo-eattersk'* 
Aec«wion It bad been snspeeted that Chadea II., natondly a good- 
ii/^d hM Btt^*"^ inAneneed in those measnres against 

tynuuy* the liberty of the sdijeet, which imp ics sed so deep astain on 



* Thfy mm not liiMlly conipleted and apprared until the beginiiiag of 
1688. 

t AfterwanU created Bakt of BockingliaiBsbire. 



Digitized by Google 



THB OOMPANY 



the latter port of bii idgn^ by llie emiiMelf of U* bi«tlier, 
the Doke of Yoik. The eondaet of lamof, oii attaiaiD; 
the erowD, fully confimed these suspicions ; for hi* first 
aot was an infnogemeot of the most saered right of the 

citizens. His jealousy respecting the election of members 
in his new parliament was so excessive, that on the 6th of 
May 1()85, he directed the Lord Mayor to issue precepts 
to tljc Companies, the object of which was to influence the 
selection of voters. The one addressed to the Master, 
Wardens, and Assistants of the Grocers' Company, re- 
quired a return of such loyal and worthy members a$ 
** may be judged worthy end fit to be» by the Lord Mayor 
and Coort of Aldermen, approved ef as IdYerymen to 
eleet members to serve for the City of London at the ap- 
proaohmg parliament." The allusion to the judgment of 
the Court of Aldermen was the more insalting, as the eom- 
mission issued at the commencement of the year, to 
whicli I have already alluded, had appointed sixteen new 
Aldermen, and hnd dee^raded eight of the old ones, known 
to be of indepeiideiit jjrijiciples. He next proceeded 
to wreak liis vengeance on Alderman Cornish, who, 
tc^ther with one Bethel^ had been cliosen Sheritf in op- 
position to the Co art, and who had shewn himself a staunch 
supporter of the Exclusion- bill. The proceedings against 
Corninh excited universal indignation ; he was thrown into 
[ffiaon, and after remaining there for a few days, was snd* 
denly informed, on Saturday at noon, that an indictment fiir 
high tieam w&a prepued against him, and that he woold 
be tried on the ensuing Monday. His oUldren petitioned 
the King for time to prepare theff fathei's defence, and for 
a copy of the indictment, the nature of the charge being 
uokuown to the prisoner; they urged that his witnesses 
were at a distance, and that he was, in consequence, unable 
to establish the proofs of his innocence. Tiie subtle 
monarch referred the petition to his venal judg-e??, who, 
of course, rejected it. The trial took place on the Monday, 
and a convictioii foUoiFed» obtained on the sole evidence 
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of two pardoned traitors.* He was executed within a 
week of his committal, and, a few days afterwards, his in- 
nocence and the perjury of the witnesses for the prosecu- 
tion were so clearly established, that the King* could not for- 
bear returning the forfeited estates to the injured family. 

This execution was, of itself, sufficient to alienate, for 
ever, the affections of James's subjects, had they enter- 
tained any towards his person ; but his subsequent acts, in 
levying dnties without the anthority of parliament, in dis- 
pensing with the operation of the Test-act, and» finally, in 
prosecnting the seven bishops^ so completely detached the 
body of the people from his interests, that they adopted the 
resolution of expelling him from the throne, and of inviting . 
William, Prince of Orange, to reign in his place. The 
instant James was apprised of his danger, he seut fur the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen, and vohmtarily declared his 
determination to restore the City charters and liberties as 
they existed before the issuing of the writ of quo warranto. 
His great legal adviser, Jefferies, accordingly came to 
Guildhall and delivered the charter, with two grants of re- 
storation, to the Court of Aldermen.f 
1687. In August 16B7y the Court of Assistants, taking intO' 
Hi^Riive^ Gonsideratloa the many and valuable services rendered to 
^« the Company by Mr. Bavenhilly tiieir clerk, during the 
period of theur embarrassments, and the pains taken by bim 
in drawing up and printing what was termed lAc Com- 
pany*s case, a publication eminently useful, as it explained 
the true causes of their inability to discharge their charities 
and other ohh^ations, and thus rescued them from the 
obloquy incurred at the period of the sequestration of the 
Hall, and of the suits prosecuted ac^ainst them, voted him 
a gratuity of two hundred pounds, and another of one 
hundred to his son for his assistance. 

• Goodenough, the seditious under-sheriff of London, who had been 
engaged in the Kye-house plot, and was taken prisoner after the battle of 
Sedgemoor, and Colonel Rnmsey. — iJume, vol. viii. 

t Norton's ConuneDtorieB, p*SlS. % Repertorium, 1688. 
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James II. had hardiv left London, with the view of .^l*^* 

The ReTO- 

CDcuuntering bis opponents, when several lords of parlia- lution. 
ment assembled at Goildhall, and in the Court of Aldermen, 
issued a solemn declaration in favour of the Prince of Orange ; 
this was followed by an Address of the Court of Common 
Council, in which they implored that Prince's protection, 
and promised him a welcome and joyful reception. Wil- 
liam shortly afterwards arrived in London* and received 
from the CSorpoiation a warm address of congratalation 
throngii the bands of the Recorder. 

The nation baving thus emancipated itself from oppres* The 
sion* resolved to secure, at this opportunity, that free and SecUre'd tu 
constitutional form of e^ovemment which had been so illegal 
ardently desired, and which has since distinguished it neuU 
above all the empires of the earth. This was accomplished 
by that memorable statute termed the Bill of liights. 
The security of tho City of Tendon and of its irnimuiifn s 
and privileges, being considered essential to the naliuual 
welfare. Parliament passed a law,** declaratory tliat the 
judgements obtained upon the late quo warranto, and ail 
the consequent proceedings, were illegal and arbitrary; 
** and it was enacted, not only that such judgement should 
'* be reversed, annulled^ and made void, but that the 

Lord Mayor, Citizens^ and Commonalty, should for 

ever, t^reafteri remain a body corporate and politic, 
" without any seizure or fore-judger, or being thereof ex- 
** eluded or ousted, upon any i)retence of forfeiture or 
** misdemeanour, whatsoever, theretofore or thereafter to 
** be done, cominitfrd, or suffcred."'!- 

In November 1G88, (lie King and Queen published a pro- q^^'. 
clamation, *' for restoring Corporations and members of bo- i.fihrCom? 
*' dies politique to their state and degree in which they were g^^^^ 

at the time of the quo warranto, brought against them." 
On this being read to the Court, the clerk stated that as 
there was some obscurity in the wording, which threw a 
doubt as to the Companies in London, and in order to 

• 2 Will, and IMary. sess. 1, c. 8. 
t Norton's Commentarie*, p. 316 
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•▼Old nnpletMint Donsequences, it M appeared to liiiii 

desirable to procure back the Company's surrender, if not 
enrolled, and to cancel it. This he had done, and pro- 
duced it in Court, far which act of fore&ight and precau- 
tion, he received the thanks of the Assistants, 
mm. The 22d of October 1689, is a day memorable in the 
Ham IIL^ annals of the Grocers' Company. His Majesty, King 
Sovereign WilliaBi III., the restorer of the liberties of tbe nation at 
the Con- Inge, end of those of the Cit]r> coodefloeBded to be enrolled 
a brother of the Compeny, and to take iipoB hiaiaelf tha 
offioe of iii Sorereigii Mailer for the year* The detail 
of the proeeediogB is so enrioas^ that I am mwilliiig to 
diminish any portion of tlie interest it iespires, by oflRsr* 
ing it to the reader in any other form than that in which 
it is registered in the Company's books ; tbe extract is as 
follows: — 

1689. " The 22d October 1689. Gvgl. et Maricc, liegis ef 
'* Reyina', anno pr into. AtaConrt of Assistants assembled 
in Grocers' Hall upon this solemn and happy ocoasioii, 
the right honourable Charles, Earl of Dorsett and 
**' Middlesex, Jjord Chamberlain of His Majesty's honse- 
^ hold, came here in person this day» and aoqnainted the 
" Wardens and Asnstants, that oar most sovereign lord 
** Kong William, of England, &e. is graeioosly pleased, of 
his special grace towards this Company, to assume the 
** title, and graeioosly permitting tlieir election to be re- 
♦* corded Sovereign Master of this Society, upon which the 
*' Wanleas and Assistants here a.ssemhled do with most 
** humble and grateful sense of such His Majesty's con- 
*' descension, with thankful hearts, embrace His Majesty's 
" royal favour therein, and do, with most submissive alle- 
giance, in humble manner, elect and receive his Sacred 
Majesty for their Sovereign Master accordingly; most 
humbly beseeching His Majes^s gracious acceptance 
thereof, in an exemplified copy of this entry, together 
with their most humble dnl^ and thanks, in the name of 
the whole Company of Grocers, to he presented in a 
« gold box to His Majesty, by the Wardens, and sach 
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members as tbey shall take to their assistance, attending 
his honomr io so solemn a duty to His Majesty. 

" God save the King and Queen.'* 
And afterwards the Clerk read the following account of 
tiic Company, in Latin and English, viz. 

** Aula Aromatanorum (vulgariter Grocers' Hall,) oitai 
" nominahatur Domus illusttimmi Damhd FiixwaiUr, 
" umus regni hujus Paribus, jiim regnanU filmru» 
Sexto, socutali Aromatariorum ^(mdidU. Siia eH m 
ipto urbis mediiuUio, eui tu^t koriua, qui ami UbeH- 
ori spatium det, necnon area prm farUm mOs ampla, 
" qu& Senaiarum, vice ComUumque, dim Proton, re- 
" huquepub&a$ inhermuni, NobUium etiam quacumjue 
" decoMi&hMetuscedentium, eurrus recipuuUui- , nc ea de 
" eoasa Communitas Aramaiariorum, post coujlayratio- 
" nem urbis horrendam, rc-<',!iJir(i(H(t , umplwrcm fecit ^ 
" omnis generisnecessariis adonun a, ul domus ad stmmum 
*• magistrulum niagnifice recipiendum pr<s omnibus aliis 
maxime commoda viderelur : Summus emm Moffiatratw 
" vicem gerit ijysius Ragis ; nulUs igitur sumplihus peper- 
cit Aromatariorum societas, ul recepiaculum euet ianio 
" officio, tanto Magisiraiu digmm; turn in hoe opere 
'* perjiciendo, mtdia expenduniur tnUHa solidorum, ut 
** ad^ehm met eplen^dum, apium Ss tuie ctm&iis convex 
me»$, qui m beo hoc eese solemnibus conviviis, amidiiam 
" siioat wmcm ieeiantur & uugtnt ah omni cii itatis 
** parte congregati hws aecedunt, ut muiuam erga sdpsns 
** henevohntiam exerceant. Hoc quocjne honori 5f gloriis 
** totius regni veriitur dam egredienles do mi redeuntes, 
" peregrini et dornestici, auiam /umc conepicuam miraatur 
** simul et amant, 

*' Quod ad antiquitatem special egregiakiffusSocietatis, 
" originem euam longa serie deducit a mercatotHnts Bo^ 
'* manis, qui oum OrientaH orbie regione emmereia 
" habuerunt pro aromatihui eomparandie 6f devictd hoe 
" ituuld, urbem hahiiabant. Quibus noetratium in re 
** w»tUA peritia originem swm dehere i/idetmr^ saltern 
*' ab Wis multum incrementi aectpit, atque adea maris 
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in^^erium, fuod hme innUa iar^B laiBpu per muita 
" r$iro HBcwIn Atimai, Htdan aHquo modo aec^imn 
rrferi. Qua propiir in dmtU$ ahundtmti rtrum 
** copiAt eaierat ommM eomwumUaiu facile etqtenAemi* 
** Hineoria eunifmUimUhiiriieiauBt met prolem Utue^ 
** triorem datura, 

" Hac communitaSf corpus fit politicum, sub curd et 
" ffithernahojie qualuo}' cusiodum, qui vocari possini su- 
** peri/iU'juli^nh'S, nomine Magisiro excluso, ut capiti 
" coroudto semper locus relinquelur, quern locum Carolus 
** Secundus fbeata memorim) Rex implere non dedignaius 
'* est; cujus nomen, ut atermieUi consecraret gratissima 
** Sodetae, eiatuam ejus erexit in hyre& Regia ^ in 
" reifieiro euo nomen ^ue uuer^um kahei, ut ieeiimomum 
*' eii poeteris ^€Uiiudim$ eua erga Regem tarn henipatm^ 
*' qui chariam UH Jixam reddidU is^rmams qud im re 
exen^um propoeuit Regihueeuieeucceeeorihue, ut famne 
" euo perpetuo communiiatem hone foverent, ut perpetuum 
•* sit charitaiis diversorium 5r feriiHesimum mercaiorum 
" opulenlorum, piurum avium Si Jidetium aubditorum, 
*' seminarium.^ 

" Which may be thus read in English : — 
" Grocers' Hall was once the mansion-house of the Lord 
Fitzwalter, a peer of this realm^ of whom the Company 
" pvichased the same, in the reign of King Henry VL, 
" being situate in the centre of die City of London, and 
" having a fair open garden behind for air and diversion ; 
" and before it, within the gate, a large court-yard for 
*• the reception of coaches, as the Aldermen and Sheriffs 
*' attend the Lord ?ilayor on public aflTairs, especially from 
Guildhall, aud the sessions at the Old liailey; or as the 
** nobility, and other persons of quality, shall either pay 
•* their visits, or be thither invited by his lordship. For 
** these reasons, the Company of Grocers, after the late 
" dreadful fire, rebuilt and enlarged it with all offices and 
" accommodations, far beyond any other place that ever 
** was, or now is, for the most commodious seat of the 
chief magistrate, as he is, for the time being, his Ma- 
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" jesty's representative b this famoas oity^ at the expense 
« of many thoasaod pouDds, as designing it for eiicourage- 
" ment of their members, and convenienoy of the citizeDs 
*' resorting thither, as to the fountain of justice, from all 

parts of the City ; as it may, also, redonnd to the honour 
*' of the kingdom, being conspicuous (in their transient 
** view), to ambassadors and foreigners, as well as natives 
" o^* His Majesty's dominions, passing and repassing 
** through thii City. 

** And as this Society may boast of its antiquity, de- 
" riving its original from merchants in Rome trading in 
" spices to the Eastern parts, who from Rome transplanted 
" themselves to this City with the conquest of this island, 

and first gave wings to navigation here, from whence 
" this island hath been able to give law by sea to all the 
*' world ; so hath it (above all other Companies in London) 
*' abounded in wealthy members, tradings both at home 
" and abroad, from whence have sprang many honourable 
*' ' families, being incorporate by the name of Fonr Wardens, 
«* as superintendents, without a Master, and so most ca* 

pable of adoption by a crowned head: King Charles the 
" Second, of blessed memory, having been their last 
** Sovereign Master ; and, as other Companies have done, 
" in memory of the King from w liutu they have received 
** the like honour, so this Company hath set up his said 
'* late Majesty's statue in the Royal Exchange, and re- 
*• corded his sacred name here in their register, that so 

the generations to come may know how far they are 
** debtors to his. memory for the foundation be laid, whereon 
" his royal Successors might build, to carry on and com* 

plete their happiness, in restoring and settling so pious a 
'* nursery of charities, and fruitful seminary of eminent 
*' merchants and good citiaens. 

God save the King and Queen.** 

One of the first acts of the ConrC of Assistants, after the i69o. 
accession of King William and Queen Mary, was to obtain ^^g. 
from their Majesties a new charter, which fully confirmed ^^T'^y^^ 
and established the privileges and advantages contained in and M^ry. 

L 
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the last one of James II. and which adtled to the mystery 
of Grocery all persons following the trade of Sugar- bakers. 
« Oar bye-laws," says Kavenhiil, by learned couusel, 
were settled, and again perused, examined, and ap- 
proved of, as the law directs^ by the right hooonnible 
** the Lofds CommiMionen for custody of the great seal, 
** and the two Lord CUef Justices, Sir John Holt and Sir 
Henry Pollexfen, pursuant to our late charter sd^ en* 
larged, whereby our ancient usages and privileges, for 
" well governing and ordering onr members and mystery, 
'* are in every kind re<;ulated, augmented, and supplied 
" with addition of new , suited to all our defects," This 
charter and tlH sr hye-laws, subsequently confirmed by 
Queen Anne in 1711, and by King George I. in 1722, 
are those by which the Company is ut present governed. 
Quarter- Before I dismiss the subject of charters, I ought to 
mf iition that the Wardens were» by the authority contained 
in all their charters, empowered to le?y on the members a 
small annual sum towards the charges and expenses of the 
Company, received four times in the year, and termed in 
the records QuarUrag$,* The collection of it had been 
suspended after the fire of Loodon, on account of the 
distress of the members until the year 1690, when it was 
again claimed, with seven years arrears. The Clerk iiud 
Beadles appear to have derived a portion of their salaries 
by charging a comtniHsion on the collection of this impost. 
It was finally abolisluMl on the 11th July 1759, when the 
circumstances of the Company had assumed a decidedly 
favourable appearance, and an addition was made to the 
salaries of the Company's officers, by way of compensation 
for the loss they sustained by the abolition. 
1604. Tranquillity and confidence having been restored after 
diMniMd'to ^ accession of William and Mary, and the privileges and 
rights of corporate bodies firmly established by Parliament, 
land. ^0 aflairs of the Company began gradually to improve ; 
and, for several years, no occurrence worth recording took 

* It wsLs a mere trifle, amonnttog to a contribotlon of I«.64f. per 
from each member. 
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place. In the year 1604, as I ba?e already stated^ the 
Conpany entered into an agreement with the Directors of 

the Bank of England, to grant thera, for a series of years, 
the use of the Hall for the condiK t of the business oi that 
corporation : this was renewed Irora time to time, nntil the 
year 1734, wLen the establishment finally removed to 
Threadnee die-street. 

Although the Company's affairs had been for a consider- 1700. 
able time in a state of progressive amendment, they had yjj'^^ 
still some difficulties to combat in the year 1700, arising pany's 
principally from the non-payment of monies due to them by ^^^"* 
the Irish Society and by the Vintners' Company. A com- 
mittee was selected from the Goort of Assistants to consider 
the natter^ and, on the 22d March 1700, they reported as 
follows:— 

" We, whose names are here nnderwritCen^ having met 
^* pnrsnant to an order of the Court of Assistants held> 
<* on Wednesday the 10th May last, in order to inspect 

and examine the state of this Company, as to the rents 
and charities, do find the same to be as by the case 
thereof hereunto annexed ; and, upon reading a letter 
** from Mr. George Finch, the present tenant of this 
** Company's lands in the kingdom of Ireland, bearing 
" date the 7th day of February 1698, are of opinion, it 
** may be for the Company's advantage to treat with the 
" said Mr. Finch for an additional term to his lease in 
*< being, upon his forthwith advancing a fine and a con- 
siderable rent to the Company; all which we hqmbly 
submit to the forther consideration of the Conrt of 
« Assistants. Dated 9th March 1099." 

This is followed by the Case above allnded to, and which 
I insert tierfialtm:^ 

" The Company s Case as to their Revenues and Char ities, 

'* the I9lh March 1699. 
The Company, in the year 1686, obtained a decree 
from the Commissioners for charitable uses, for settling 

• See page* S7 to SQ. 

h 2 
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their estate, in trastees, for the due pajment of their 
charities for the fatare; and procared^ from the said 

" Commissiooen, twenty years' time, from Midsummer 
1686, for the payment of ail arrears of charities tlien dae 

*' from the Company. 

Per Annum. 

" The charities due to the several persons and places 
respectively appointed to be paid by the donors' 
** wills, together with the interest of the mort- 
** gage-money then charged on the Hall, 

" amounts to £ 941 15 Q 

" And the revenue then settled by the saiJ decree, 
** in which the Hall was charged at £200 per 
" annum to discharge the same, amounted to no 

more than 877 16 8 

** So that the revtenae fell short of duchaiging the 

charities and payments by ••'«*.£ 63 18 4 

** Which arrears of £63 : 18 : 4 per annum more 
. than the revenue, for 13 yMis, to Midsummer 

" 1699, amounts to 830 IS 3 

" Lost by the Hall when unlet by the Mayoralty of 
" Sir John Chapman, being half a year, £100, 
" and in the Mayoralty of Sir Thomas Pilking- 

Um, being two years, £400 ; in all • 500 0 0 

And by loss in payment of the Parish and Ward 
" dntiesi repairs, King's taxes, and other charges 
on the HaU, not allowed by. the decree for 8 
«< yearn, till let to the Bank of England 500 0 0 

And by non-payment of the Irish revenue, pay* 
" able firem the City of London and Company of 
" Vintners, to Midsummer 1699, charged in the 

said decree, at £100 per annum 905 0 0 

" Sum total***,** •£27:35 18 3 



« 



** This Account examined by us, the 19th March 1699 ; 
" Thomas Bourne, Saml* Bubwstbii, John Owen/ 
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The recommeadatioo of the Committee was considered 
and adopted, and the Irish estate let to Mr. Finch on lease 
for 61 years, at a fine of £1400» and a rent of £100 per 

annum ; the former was, shortly after, apportioned in 
liquidation oi the debts. 

lu the month of October 1769, a question arose respect- 17C9. 
ing the Comjianv's right to tlie third presentation to the }j)^n*r!*tt'e 
rectory of Saint Mary-le-lKjw, in Cheapside. A case was Kectorjof 
submitted to tiic Solicitor»geoeral, who decided in favour u^iwirT* 
of the Grocers* Company, and the result was, that they 
inducted their candidate, the Rev. Mr. Sclater. I should 
not have alluded to this fact, did it not appear to me a 
matter of some interest* that the members of the Grocers* 
Company should be acquainted with the circumstances 
which obtained for them the privilege of every third pre- 
sentation to this important benefice. 

Simon Strete, by his will, dated the 14th March 1456, AUbal. 
gave to the Grocers' Comi)any, and their suceessors for ney.lane. 
ever, certain premises in iioney-lane, together with the 
right of presentation to the rectory of Allhallows, iloney- 
lane, chargeable witli certain charities therein meotioued.* 
As no vestige of this church remains, a brief account of 
it, extracted chiefly from Newcourfs Ecclesiastical Paro' 
ehial History oj Limdm,f may not be uninteresting : — 
" This is a rectory and was a small parish church, 
which stood in Cheap Ward, on the north side of Cheap- 
side, in Honejf-lane ; a place not so called for the 
sweetness thereof, being very narrow and somewhat 
dark, but rather from the often washing to keep it 
*' clean." Newcourt then ^(»es on to state that *' the 
*• patronage of old was in tlie gilt vi' private persons, 
*' citizens of London, the last whereof was Thomas 
** KrioUes, who, in 1399, was Mayor of London, and 
'* being by Company a Grocer, in all likelihood, either 
he or hb heirs gave the advowson thereof to that 

• The Company's Register of Oranto and Wills, 
t Editiim 1708, p. 851. 
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** Company: lor it appears, l>y what follows, that it has 
** been in thoir pafionagc ev( r since the year 1471, and 
** probably tor some years before.'* Newcourt's coiijec- 
tare is completely set at legt by what I have stated at the 
commeDcemeDt of this paragraph. " Thisrectoiy/' oon^ 
tioue he, is Bubject to the Archdeacon, miog only as 
*' to wills and administrations, whioh belong to the Comf 
" intffftarTi* 

" Sir John Nonnan, draper^ Mayor of London in 
" 1458, was buried in tbis oborcb* He was son of John 
'* Norman, of Banbury, in Oxfordshire, and was the fint 

Mayor that was rowed by water to Westminster to take 
** his oath ; be caused a barge to be made at his own 
*• charge, and every Company had small barges, well 
** decked and trimmed, to pass along with him; for joy 
" whereof the waterman made a song in praise of 
" him, beginning thus. Row thy boat, Nortmn" This 
church was burned down by the great fire of London, 
and on the site, by act of parliament, was erected a part 
of Honey-lane-market.t This parish was, on the re- 
building of the city, united to those of St. Pancras Soper- 
lane, and St. Mary-le*Bow, and, by a decree then made, 
the presentation to the rectory was vested, in turn, in the 
Crown, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Grocers' 
Company.} 

* ^ In 16S6 the yearly proills of tlie duiieh of AUhaUows Honey* 
'* lane were retttrned as follows:— 

" Tythp^ £ 40 0 0 

Cusuaityes 4 0 0 

" Glebe 13 0 0 

(( Tythes now of this psriili, St. Mury>le-Bow sad 

St. Pancns, as united, ere yearly WO 0 a." 

Newcourfs EcclesiatHeti Btttory, Sion College MB, 
t When the market was built, the Company received from the City 
£120, in satisfaction fur the parsoni^ hous^ in Honey-Une, taken 
** down for the new market." 

t The Company's last presentatioii wss in July 1796, when they die- 
played their good taste by tndnclinf the Rev. William Van MiideH^ now 
Biiliop of DqAan. 
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I have DOW to record a circumstance which, at the time, ^ 1770, 
created very considt ruble excitemeut amon<^ tho citizens ^i^^, 
of London, and, for a short period, phi< * d the Grocers' f;°J^P^y^; 
Company in jeopaidv. Political animosities and party poratioiiof 
feehngs ran very high in the years 1768 and 1760 : Mr. 
Wilkes engrossing, about this period, a great share of 
public aud of parliamentary attention, and being supported 
by a strong party. He and his coadjutors were thoroughly 
skilled in the most effectiye modes of acquiring political 
notoriety, and encouraged and promoted the holding of 
public meetings, clubs, and associations, and of framing 
resolutions and issuing remonstrances and pamphlets. The 
public mind, thus stimulated, was in a state of ferment 
whicfi liad rcaclad its lieight at the period when Lord 
North succeeded the Duke of eualioii as First T.ord of 
his Majesty's Treasury; this was at the commencement of 
1770; and, after the Corporation of London had j)reseMtcd 
a strong and somewhat intemperate petition to George III., 
who did not pay to that production the favourable attention 
which its authors had the presumption to expect. Thus 
disappointed, they determined to deliver to the King 
another paper, entitled^ The humbU Address, Eemon- 
« sirance, and Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
** and Citizens of London." In this application the citi- 
zens undertook to declare what they conceived to be the 
law of the land, and wherein it had been Tiolated, and to 
prophesv thut its viulatiou would produce more ruinous 
consequences than the ship-money of Charles I. and the 
dispensing power of James IT.; they declared the l^arlia- 
ment a non-entity, an illegal assembly, whose acts were 
not binding, and, therefore, could require no obedience. 
As a specimen of the terms in which the Corporation 
dictated to the Sovereign, and of the indecent license of 
the period, I will cite the conolnding paragraph of this 
remonstrance Since, therefore, the misdeeds of your ^^^^'""^^ 
** Majesty's Ministers, m violating the freedom of election mon- 
" and depraving the noble constitution of Parliaments are S^^'^it^.^ 
*' notorious, as well as subversive of the fundamental laws sens. 
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" and liberties of this realm; and since joor Majesty, both 
** in honoor and justice. Is obliged inviolably (o pieserve 
" tfaem, according to the oath made to God andyour subjects 
at the coronation ; we, your Majesty's remotuiranU, as- 

** sure ourselves that your Majesty will restore the constitu- 
*• tional goverameiit aud quiet of your people, by dissolving 
** this I'arliament, and removing those evil Ministers for 
** ever from your councils."* The Kingfs reply was in 
the tone of temperate but dignified and forcible reproof; 
it was couched in the following" terms :— *' I shall always 
** be ready to receive the requests and to listen to the 
** complaints of my subjects; but it gives me great concern 
** to find that any of them should have been so far misled 

as to offer me an address and remonstrance, the contents 
** of which I cannot bnt consider as disrespectful to me, 
** injurions to my Parliament, and irreooncileable to the 

principles of the Constitution. I have made the law of 
** the land the rule of my conduct, esteeming it my chief 

glory to reign over a free people. With this view, I 
'* have always been careful as well to execute faithfully 
** the trust reposed in me as to avoid even the appearance 
*' of invading any of those powers which the Constitution 
** has placed in other hands. It is only by persevuniig in 
** such a conduct that I can either discharge my own duty 
** or secure to my subjects the free enjoyment of those 
** rights wiiich my family were called to defend ; and, 
** while I act upon these principles, I shall have a ri^ht to 
** expect, and I am confident I shall continue to receive, 
*' the steady and affectionate support of my people.^f 
Conduct The proceedings of the Grocers' Company, at this 
CompMij. juncture, show them to have been loyal and faithful 
subjects, and opposed to the irreverent and factions pro- 

* I have called this the Address of the Corporation ; but I ought, in 
justice, to state that, at a Court of Aldermen, held at this period, sixttoB 
of tiiat body Bigii«d a protest, declariog that tiiey were not asaeatiag to, 
uor had ngeiAed Ihelr appiobation of the Mid AHrm, Eim mut n tte e^ 

Pctilhn. 

t Bisset's History of the Aeign of Geo. III. vol. ii. 
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ceedings of the Corporation of Londoii: their conduct is 
tlius recorded in tlieir jourruils : — 

** The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor* having issued 
** precepts for summoninii;^ the ery of this City to meet 
** at Guildhall, on Tuesday, the 6th instant, to consider of 
" farther application for redress of grievances, which gave 
** existence to n paper entitled, The humble Address y Re- 
** monstrance, and Petition of the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
** men, and Umry of ihu City, ivhich ww ordered, and 

afterwards presented to His Majesty; the same was 
*' taken into matare consideration, and, after great debate 
" of the matter, it was resolved upon the qaestion, that 
** this Court entirely disapproves of the said paper, being 

fully persuaded that His Majesty's people, as well as his 
** Parliamerit, will reject with disdain every insidious sug- 
" gestioM of those ill-designing men, who arc, in reality, 
** undernuuin^r the public liberty, under the specious pre- 
** tcnce of zeal for its preservation, and, theretbre, look 
" upon it as indecent and highly disrespectful to His Ma- 
" jesty*s person and dignity, injurious to the supreme 
" authority of Parliament assembled, and unwarrantable, 

as it tends to subvert the happy constitution of this 

kingdom. 

** Then it was resolved upon the question, and ordered 
" for the future, that no Warden of this Company do 

summon the Livery thereof to attend at any meetings 
«• in the Guildhall of this City, except for the purpose of 
** elections, without the express order of this Court.'* 

A few days after the passing- of this resolution, namely, 
on the 9th of April i77i>, thi following precepts were re- 
ceived from the Lord Mayor, and submitted to a court 
specially summoned for the purpose 

To the Masters and \yardens of 
" the Company of Grocers. 
" These are to require you to cause all tiie livery of 

* Aldflmwa BeckM. 



J By the Mayor. 
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your Company to be summoned to meet at Guildhall, on 

*• Thursday the 12th instant, at eleven o'clock in the fore- 
*• noon, to receive the report of His Majesty's auswer to 
their hnmble address, remonstrance, and petition, and 
** to take into consideration some late resolutions and 
** orders of the Courts of Assistants of the Companies of 
Goldsmiths, Weavers, and Grocers. Hereof you are 
oot to fail. Dated the 9ih day of April 1770. 

HODGBS.'' 



After Gonnderation thereof, the Court is voaoimoiuly 
'* of opinion that hie lordship had no legal anthority to 
issue piecepts for oalling a Common Hall» to he held on 
the 12th instant, for the purposes mentioned in the said 
preeept, partienlarlj to that part whioh relates to the 
reselirtioiis of this Conrt; and, therefore* thb Conrt does 
determine and resolve not to summon the livery of this 
" Company on that piecept." 

Hie other precept is as follows ; — 

" To the Master aiid Wardens of ^ p ^ 
•* the Company of Grocers. S 

** Having received information that certain orders and 
•* resolutions have been lately made in your Company 
** whioh affect the rights and dignity of the City of Lon- 
** doD $ tiiese are^ therefore, to reqiure that yon, forthwith, 
" transmit to me anthentio eopies of all orders and resoln^ 

tions made by year Compaiiy, and every part thereof, 

during the month of March last past, together with the 
" names of the members present, distingoishiog the offiee 

they discharged. Hereof fail not, as yon will answer the 
" contrary. Dated this 9th day of April 1770. 

** Hodges.*' 



** After taking the same into consideration, the Court 
" was unanimous in opinion, that it becomes them, as a 
** Court of Assistants of the Grocers' Company, to refuse 
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" his lordship's demands, contained ia the said last pre- 
*' cept ; and the Clerk was ordered to vait on the Lord 

Mayor with a copy of the said pxeoept^ aod this Coorf a 

determinatioD theteon.'' 

The other Companies who joined with the Grocen in 
making this noble stand against disaffection, were, as ap- 
pears by the above precepts, the Goldsmiths' and the 

Weavers', aod tbey passt^d le&oluUoas of a similar Leu- 
dency. 

At the instigation of the Lord Mayor, and bis party, a Decision of 
committee of the Livery* was appointed to consider of the oAconrt. 
proper mode of proceeding against, what they termed^ the 
rrfraciory Companies, and to leport their opinion theieon 
to the Common Coancil. A case was, accordingly, pre* 
pared and sobmitted to counsel, and it paved the way to 
the legal proceedings which bad for object the disfranchise- 
ment of the three Companies.t Several informations^ in the 
Lord Mayor's Coort, were prepared and filed; but one 
only, against Mr. Alderman Plumbo, Master of tbe Gold- 
smiths' Company, was brought ibrward, the others waiting- 
tbe event and issue of that. Tlio case was tried, by a spe- 
cial jury, before Mr. Recorder Glyu, (who was one of the 
counsel that bad signed the opinion,) and a verdict of 
guUty was given. A motion in arrest of judgment was 
made, on which tbe judgment was affirmed ; but, a writ of 
error being brought, it was afgned several tames before the 
five judges assigned fi»r that porpose, (which is a peculiar 
tribunal, in the natnre of a court of enror, in all matters 
decided in the Mayor's Court, |) and the judgment of the 
Lord MayoT^s Court was reversed, upon the grounds stated 
in tbe argumentii dtilivLicd by the judges. The substance Judgment 
of these opinions is thus given in a periodical production 
of the period: — "Yesterday, Lord Chief Justice De 

*The Committea congi«ted of six Aldermen luid twelve Comoioii 

Councilmen. 

t Deputy, lifterwards Sir John, Hopkins, being Master at this time, the 
notise of aetion wm serred upon him. 
% Payne's Treatise on Moajcipal Righte, ptge lOS. 



Digitized by Google 



»* 
«( 
•« 



it 



106 CUMl'ANY OF GUOOEKS. 

Grej, Lord Chief Joitioe Baron Smjtlie* Mr. JmliGe 

** Aston, and Mr. Justice Asfaburst, the GommiMioDen 
** appointed to review the proceedings oa an information of 
disfranchisement; filed by the Common Seijeant against 
" Mr. Alderman Plumbe, met, according^ to adjournment, 
at Guildball, and delivered their judgment, which was, 
that they were mammousl^ of opinion that the informa- 
tioD was emiDeoiis in many particalars, which they seve- 
rally specified, and tfaat Mr. Alderman Plumbe, by 
neglecting to sammons the lirery of the Goldiniiths* 
Company, of which lie was Prime Varden, to attend 
" Alderman Beckford, when Lord Mayor, at a Common 
HaH, had not been gnilty of any oflfence against bu oath 
and duty as a freeman; consequently, the judgment of 
•* disfranchisement pronounced a|2:ainst him, in the Mayor's 
'* Court, by the Recorder, was, by them, reversed."* 
Chief Ju»- Lord Chief Justice De Grey's opinion is so clear and 
G^y^pi- lamhiousy that it merits to be here recorded. He observes, 
nion. •* thus far we know, that the constitution of the City of 
London does not contain these Companies, I mean on- 
<« ginally, and from their charters, and all prescriptive 
^' rights; it is hy snbseqnent accident that they came now 
to bear the reldtion they do to their Companies as 
^ Liveiy* The Livery are not formed out of their corpo- 
rate body; for whatever their constituent parts, their 
•* obligations, duties, powers, customs, and rights are, 
•* either as altogether, or as individuals, they are no part 
of the City customs or rights, but a subordinate, de- 
tarhed, and independent body; T mean iudependeut 
with regard to the original constitution. 

Now there is nothing in law more defined, or better 
understood, than the mles by which the powers of eor- 
poiate bodies are to be exercised; and they have no 
power bat nnder tfaeur charter, or by prescripttcMi, or, in 
some few instances, by act of parliament, or the general 
roles of law applied to them. They cannot go beyond 

* London Magazine for July 1775, page i76. 
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" their aatbority, and its UKsidental oonseqaenees, tliftt is 
most clear; and the goveroiog power, whateTer it is, 
'* can DO more impose demands beyond the oonstitutional 

" authority, than the governed can disobey any within it. 
** As the wliole hody must keep witliin the liiiiits oi its 
** authority, so must every derivative part of it; so must 
" the otlicer confine himself to his duty iu the exorcise of 
** the power given him; and the different parts of the 
'* constitution, each having their peculiar department, all 
*< must be subservient to the good of the whole. Now the 
** head can no more compel any particalar part of the 
<* corporatioD to meet, but for the purpose of doing snob 
" bosiness, whioh by the constitntton belongs to such part, 

than any otiier man* If snch law is issued contrary to 
" the constitution of the City, as such, it is void ; that is, 
" it can derive no authority from the constitation of the 
•* City, or corporation, any more than it would from the 
•* authority of a private man. It hns been truly said, every 
** body has a right, by our constitution, to petition tho 
" Sovereign. The Lord Mayor and Aldermen have a 
" rights as individuals, to petition the Sovereign; nay, 
•* they may have a right, since they have now as a body 
" certain rights given them, partioularly by the late act of 
« parliament giving the power of elections, they have 
** given to them by a legislative act, a certain right (I 
« do not know how to call it a corporate right, but a 

certain right belonging to that meeting,) the right of 
" elections ; and, therefore, I think a body might possibly 
*' suppose a case, in which the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 

and Livery, as such, mig-ht have some business upon 
** which thpy micfht think proper to address the Crown ; 
*' and if they did so, if such precept was issued to the 
'* Warden, it would be his duty to obey it; there it would 
** appear to be, I cannot say a corporate purpose, but a 
'* legal business to be transacted legally ; and if a Warden 
** was to disobey such an order as that, he would offend as 
" a Warden; there is no doubt about that; but the 
** question is, what is to be done where it appears the 
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rabject of their meeting is not tlie partieiilar fmnnesB of 

*• that body, nor even the particular business of the City, 
*• but relates to supposed nationali grievances, which is the 
*• concern of the citizens, as subjects and Liverymen, as 
it concerns every body, to present a petition to the 
Sovereign ; but it has nothing to do with the corporate 
** eafmcity of the City, and nothing to do with the ooUee* 
** tive ebancter of the Livery^ bat it might be a matter 
^ equally relative to tbe gabjeet at laige ; eoDseqaeatly, it 
is ai clear as the sua, they could not meet npoo this 
** sntqectcofjNMvliltr.'** 

The delerminatiflii of tbe judges thus completely nega- 
tived the opinion given by tbe Recorder and tbe other 
learned counsel, which in effect stated, ** that it was the 
•* doty of the Wardens of the refractory Companies to 
** have executed the precept, and that by a wilful refusal 
" on their parts they committed an offence punishable by 
•< disiianchisemeDt," their Lordships mling, '* that Mr. 
Alderman Flumbe had not been gailty of any oflbnce, 
either in his character of Warden of the Company, or 
of a freenmn of London ; as well as^ that the livefj 
«« could not either address, remonstrate, or petition as a 
corporate body.*^ It may thus be inferred firom this 
decision, that as the Livery were not bound to attend the 
Common Hall for the purpose, so the Lord Mayor was not 
legally bound or required to call them together for such 
purpose ; and, therefore, that it was an improper inter- 
ference with the general rights of citizens, and their ancieul 
legislative body, the Court of Common Council. 

No ooemience of public or private interest took place 
for more than twenty years ; the Company's affain pro- 
ceeded smoothly, and nothbg happened to vaiy the ordi- 
nary fotttlne of bnsmess, which was limited to the manage- 
ment of the estates, and the djstiibnfion of the charities. 
As their ciremnstances improved, the disposition to do 
good increased ; and there is scarcely a charitable institu- 

* Payne's Tre«tiM an Municipal RighU. 
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Hon in the TrretropolU wLose records do not bear ample 
testimony to the generous liberality of the Grocers' Com- 
paDy, The Marine Societyi in parttcnlar, which in itself 
tiDites ebjeets at onoe bene? olent and patriotic, received, 
for many years, sums varying from £60 to iSSOO: the Tari* 
out hospitals and asylums for the relief of mental and 
bodily infimuties,. were munificently assisted; nor was the 
Company s purse closed when the necessities of the state 
called for aid; in short, an example was affi>rded to the 
world at large of the most eiTectual aud legitimate mode of 
applying' tlie funds of a public Company. 

In no instance did the Company's loyalty shine forth 1798. 
more brightly than at the period when an attempt was made, Jj^JJajjo^ 
in 17912, to introduce into England the principles of the 
French Revolution. The association known by the appel- 
lation of the Friends of the People, and the London 
Corresponding Society, by their addresses and publications, 
infected a laige portion of the middling classes with the 
fOTolationary fever, which operated in the wildest and most 
extravagant ravrngs."* Thomas Paine poblished the second 
part of his Biffhit of Man, in which he recommended the 
abolition of eveiy establishment, and the let elling of all 
distinctions* He was seconded by a seditious paper, called 
1%0 Argus, by the Anafyiiool Bmew, and by ionnmerable 
democratical pamphlets ; and the necessary consequence of 
tins violent excitement was» to instil into the most indus- 
trious and useful classes of the state an eager desire to 
abandoQ their own conrse of beneficial and productive 
labour, and to take the management of public affairs into 
their own hands. At this crisis it became absolutely neces- 
sary that the Government should make some public demon- 
stration to check the growing evil ; and a proclamation was 
issued in May 1792, warning the people against inflaDuna-- 
tory writings, and enjoining ail magistrates to use their 
utmost efforts to discover the authors and publishers of such 
seditious woriu. A copy of the proclamation was after- 

• Bbset's Reign of 0«o. III. toI. r. 
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wafds laid before parUament, and its merits disentsed ; oa 
which oooasion his present Majesty, then Prince of Wales, 
deliveied Us first speech in the Mouse of Lords, in whieh 
he forcibly testified his intention of supporting the British 

coDstitution, in oppositioQ to what bis Royal llighDess 
termed ** the wild ideas of untried theory," and concluded 
his memorable address with tlu so words, ** I exist by the 
love, the friendship, and the benevolence of the people, 
and their cause I will never forsake as long as I live." 
At this eventful period it became imperative on the 
advocates of the constitution, and the lovers of sooial oider, 
to make some public demonstration of their sentimentSy and 
to avow their determination to support the authori^ of 
the Crown ; particularly as the seditions practices before 
alluded to had produced, in various parts, such disorders 
as rendered the vigorous interference of the executive go- 
vernment necessary. The Grocers' Company were among 
the foremost in the ranks of loyalty, and as their admirable 
and fearless address cannot be too generally known, I have 
extracted it from the books, with the preUminary observa- 
tion which accompanies it 
Thr^om. ** ^ Assistants, afler taking into constder- 

pan/s da- '* ation the necessity of a public declaration, to be made 
of ailegT- ^ members of tins Company, cf their alliance to 

** His Majesty, and their firm attachment to our happy 
" Constitution — adopted, unanimously, the following- de- 
duration, which was subscribed by the ^ya^deus and 
'* Assistants, and inserted in the London Gazette and all 
the public papers. 

** We, the Wardens and Assistants of the mystery of 
Grocers of the City of London, whose names are here- 
** unto subscribed, (observing with the most heartfelt conr 
cern the seditious, inflammatory, and fisillacions opinions^ 
which have been industriously propagated to introduce 
principles of anarchy incompatible with civil government,) 
think it a duty we owe to ourselves and our posterity, 
thus, publicly, to declare the most smcere and unshaken 
loyalty and attachment to our most Gracious Sovereign 
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** and the liappy constitution of this country, and our de- 
" termined resolution to support that glorious establishment 
which breathes the spirit of liberty, cherishiDg the inesti- 
mable and sacred rights of QDivenal security and pro- 
tection to oar persoofs and property, and dilFasing the 
blessings of peace through every order of the comma- 
nity ; an example of happiness unknown to other na- 
tions, the birthright of an Englishman, for whicli our 
ancestors have so bravely struggled, and the greatest 
pride of a free and prosperous people. 
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ardens. 



(Signed) '* Thomas Jackson, 
** Wm. Hopkins, 
*' Thomas Higoinb, 
** John Dod, 
** And by the Goart of Assistants and Livery." 



At the end of the year 17I)"J, a considerable number of ^Md<m 
the most respectable merchants, bankers, and traders of hqu, 
the City of London united themselves into a body, termed 
the London Association for Aiding the Civil Power. 
They requested of the Company the loan of their llali^ 
and of the old Committee-room, for the purposes of holding 
their meetings and learning the military exercise. The 
readiness shewn by the Court of Assistants and Livery to 
forward the objects of the association produced the follow- 
ing vote of thanks, beautifully inscribed on vellum. 



GROCERS HALL. 



December 2^th 1792, 

" At a General Meeting of tlie Members of the London Vote of 
Association, instituted the fourth day of December 
instant, for aiding the Civil Power, held here this day, 

'* The Right Honourable Sir James Sanderson, 
** Lord Mayor, in the chair, 

M 
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*' Resolved uuanimously, 

** Tfmt the ^rntefiil thanks of this Assoriation be 
** given to the gentlemen who compose the Court of Amis- 
taots of the Worshipful Company of Grocen, for the 
very handsome manner in which they have been pleaaecl 
" to give permission for the Association to make ose of 
their Hall for the purpose of leamingthe military ezereiae> 
" thereby enabling the members to give effect to the 
" principle of this Institatiottt that of protecting the per- 
** sons and property of their fellow citizens, and preserving 
oar happy Constitution, by strengthening the arm uf the 
*• Civil power. 

James Sanderson, Chairman." 

^^1793. The firm and consistent conduct of His Majesty King 
George George III., supported and guided by the talents of that 
Mr*Fitt. ^^^'^^^^ statesman, Mr. Pitt, gradually and successfully 
steered the state vessel through the shoals and breakers 
ifith which it was surrounded. Foes abroad and enemies 
at home had placed England in the most awful and critical 
position; but the firmness of purpose and the love of 
country, naturally inherent in the breasts of Englishmen, 
showed on this, as well as on former and subsequent occa- 
sions, that however the efforts of a few factious and disaf- 
fected individuals may, lor a period, disturb the general 
traiKiuillit}-, the moment of real danger absorbs all party 
feelings, and produces an unity of action which is irre- 
' sistible. Thus, the war which was commenced in 179'3, 
was not the war of the Gonrtt of the ministers, or . of the 
prifileged orders ; it was a war of the great majority of the 
peopb of Britain. In declaring it against France In 
Febrnaiy 1793, his Britannic Majesty spoke the voice of 
the British nation.* Its duration, as is well known to us 
all, was for a period of thirty years ; the success was 
various, but its termination eminently glorious to the Bri- 
tish nation, which, by its internal unanimity and by heavy 

* Bisset's Reign of George III. vol. v. 
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personal sacrifices, carried all Europe through a straggle 
wbich^ on more occasions thaa one, had appeared hopeless* 
As far as the Grocers' Company are concerned, I have 
now broQght my labours to a close ; the journals^ from the 
period I have last alluded to, presenting aotbtog worthy of 
fecoid, which has not been noticed in that portion of my 
work which treats of the Hall* The task, although some* 
what laborions, has been most gratifying, inasmnch as it 
has made me thoroughly conversant with the history and 
transactions of the ancient and venerable Corporation to 
which it is my pride to be attached. It has enabled me 
to see that the conduct pursued by the Company, through 
all times and in all circumstances, good and i vil^ has been 
consistent and highly honourable ; loyalty and good faith 
having^ been, from their earliest institution, their maia 
springs of action. Constituted as the Company now are, 
the same principles will, I am persuaded, continue to ac- 
tuate them ; and charity, attachment to the institutions of 
their coantij ci?il and religious, and brotherly love among 
themselvesy he, to the end of time, their distinguishing 
features* For my own party partaking most ccndially in 
these sentiments, I cannot hieathe a better and more ap* 
propriate prayer for the prosperity of the Society, than by 
fervently reciting the grace which u, on all festive ocea* 
mons, pronounced at the Hall, — OoD pkbsbrvb tbb 
Church, the Kino, and thb Worshipful Com* 
PANY OF Grocers. 
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" Clarobom virorum facta moresquc po^t* ris tradcrc, antiquitua 
** usitatum, ne nostris quidem temponbus, quanquam incuri(*sa Huonun 
** astas omisit, quotiens niagua aliqua ac nobilis virtus vicit ac supt r- 
** greiM ut vitinm, parvlf tMgnUque oiyitatnMia commane. ignoraniiam 
lectiet invidiam/' 

C. CwnOii TtuiHAgrieola. 

** But what doe I tlu-ir luinifa scfke to relirrse, 
Whicli all the world have with their issue hid ! 

** How can they all in this lo narrow vene 

*' Contained be, and in small com|iaue hold? 

" Let them record them Uiat are better tkild. 
And know the moniments of passed time: 

** Only whatoeedeth shall be Itere fultild." 

Upenser's Faerie Qwene, Canto XI. 
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ANDR£W BOK£R£JU 

Andnw Boier^, ^ Pfepp( ^r,y4ag Mayor of London in 
the reign of King AfMRK^^r seven consecntiYe years, 
namely, from 1281 to 129Xr The traces of the Boker^ 
fiunily, of whieh this distinguished dtiaen (the first noticed 
in the- Civic annals as a Pepperer) was a member, are 
faint, and very widely scattered. The Bokerels, there is 
no doubt, came originally from Italy, where they were 
known by the name of Boccherellif (a family whose de- 
scendants are still to be found at Pisa, in Tuscany,) as in 
the Hundred-rolls, or Inquisitions,* of the second year of 
Edward I., William Bokerel is named, together with 
Gre^y de Rokesly, the BasmffM, and divers other great 
city men of the time, as being one ** among other Lo$n- 
** hards of whose names the jury were ignorant:" it 
is further said, of the same William, *' that he held the 
" fourth part of a knight's fee, or about 170 acres of 
** land, in the manor of Chatham ;''t and, moreover, 
that King Henry m., having extorted 1500 marks from 
the City of London, for suflfering WUHam 4» Bokerel, 
who had been sentenced to an exile of twenty years, to 
live in it, tiie Londoners offered to prove that the King 
had pardoned Bokerel long before : but the wily monarch, 
prepared with a subterfuge, rci)]ied, that Bokerel had been 
pardoned by him when he was in his minority, and, there* 
fore, the pardon was not obligatory4 

* Calend. Kotula. Uundred, No. 1, p. 415. 

t Ibid. p. 222. 

X Northouck'g Hist, oi London, 177a, p. Hi. 
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Stephen Bokerel^ Sheriff of London with Henry Cocham 
in in the jnayoraUy of Robert Duke, wai alio of 
thb family; a citisen, and» most probably^ of the same 
trade as Andrew.* In the return to an inqoisitioii on a 
writ of Quo Warranto against him and WUHam de 
Hadstoke, in which they are styled ** Masters of the 

Bridge of Luiidon," in the 14th year of Edward I., re- 
specting the repair and kcepii'i; up of the bridg"es in the 
comity of Herts, the jury k tin iied '* that a certain tene- 
" meut therein described, and which was appropriated 
** towards sacb repairs, had come into the hands of the 

said Stephen and William » as Sheriffs of London, and 
*' had not been so applied;*' andihey, being sammoned 
before the justices itinerant at St. Alban's and not ap- 
pearing, were ordered to be distrained upon«t 

Olr Andrew Bokeret, the chief of tliis family, the only 
mention made is in Stowe, and that is confined to regis- 
tering his name in the roll of the Majors of London. 
By that it appears that he first served the office of Sheriff 
for two successive years, viz. in 1223 and J 224, with 
John Travel's, during the mayoralty of Richard Bender, 
He was Chief Magistrate^ as before stated, from 1281 to 
1237, and the following are the most remarkable OYonts 
which took place in the City during his long mayoralty:^ 

In 12S2, a fire broke out which destroyed a great part 
of the City ; notwithstanding whicb« King Henry exacted 
from the citieens £20,000 to obtain his lavonr::j: probably 
be had not forgotten the tumult at Westminster, three 
years before. This year, also, the King sent a precept to 
the Mayor, to summon all tlic citizens, who could bear 
arms, to assist in taking, alive or dead, the Chief Justice 
Hubert, from the sanctuary in Merton Abbey and in 
bringing him to London. The citizens joyfully assembled 
to the number of 20,000, resolving to execute the order 

• Str>pe's Stowe, 1764, vol. ii. p. 213. 

t Calend, Haeitft d« Quo Wamnto, 14 Eld. I. p. 2m. 

t Strype'B Stowe, irM, vol. ii. p. 21S, 
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without mercy ; bot the differeoee between the King and 
the Chief Jiurtioe was afterwards aeeommodated. 

In 1SS5» Walter le Bmin, the farrier, had a grant of a 
piece of groond to erect his forge upou, for which the 
qfut-rent of counting the horse-shoes and hob-nails is still 
rendered by the Sheriffs, though the City at present has 
no claim to the ground. 

In 1236, on the 14th of January, was solemnized, at 
Canterbury, with the utmost magnificence, the marriage 
of the King with Eleanor of Provence. On their way to 
London they were met by Bokerel, the Mayor, with the 
Aldermen and principal citizens, to the nnmber of three 
hundred and sixty, riding npon stately horses, sumptuonsly 
acooatred, and each man carrying a gold or silver cnp in 
his hand, in token of the Mayor's claim to the chief bnt- 
lership. The streets of the City, throogh which the caval* 
cade passed, were adorned in the richest style, and the 
Mayor attended the Sovereigns to Westminster, and had 
the honour, according to custom, of officiating as butler 
at the Queen s coronation. At night, the City was bril- 
liantly illuminated ; and this is thought to have been the 
most pompous show that ever was seen in Loudon till 
that time. 

This same year the foreign merchants, who were pro- 
hibited landing their goods in London, and had been 
compeBed to sell them on ship-board, porchased the liberty 
of landing and housing them, for 60 marks per annum 
and a fine of ^00, towards supplying the City with water 
from Tybourn.* 

SIR JOHN D£ GISORS. 

The remote period at which the family of Gisors flou- 
rished renders it difficult to obtain accniate information 

• Nortbonek'i Hitt of London, ms, p« 4S. 
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fespecting them* Ai I jfiad the name written Oimnio in 
some of Hie early lecoids, it i» pfoVable timt Hiey weie of 
Italian origin, tad that tliey eamb to England with the 
Bokerels, the Basings, and other Lombards named in the 

Hundred-rolls, or Inquisitions taken in the reign of 
Edward I. Two of the family were Pepperers, and 
Mayors of London. The first of them mentioned by 
Stowe is John Gisors, Mayor of London in 1245, 1246, 
1250, and 1259; the Sheriffs with bim being, in 1245, 
Hohert of Cornhill Adam Beivley ; in 1246, Lmorence 
Frowicke, Fepperer, and iSimon Fitz-Mary ; io 1250, 
Humphrey Bat and William Fitz-Richard; and, in 1^59* 
John Adrian and Robert Qf Comhill. 

The printed calendais of the public reoords fuiniih na 
^iih a few additiona to theie meagre notices. Among 
. the Patent-Tolla, in the d7th year of Henry III,, u one 
which empowers John Ouotm, the King's Chamberiain of 
London^ to regulate the price of winea; and, eariy in the 
xeign of Bdward tbe Fixat, in the Pkeiia dt Qwk War* 
ranio, John Gitort is 8nmm<med to answer the King as to 
his making claim to tronage and poundage, in the town of 
St. Botolph Lincoln, without the King's license; he an- 
swered that he had such rig'ht (as John, the son of Nicholas, 
had before him) by ffrant from JbAn, Ihike of Brittany ; 
and, thereupon, a day was assisfned to hear the plea. In 
the same documents, John Gisors, as Mayor, in the 26th 
year of Henry IIL^ is said, in conjunction with the Cor^ 
poration, to have purchased of Richard, Earl of Com' 
wall, the King's brother, his fee-farm of Qneenhithe, in 
ThamesNstreet, with all rights, cnstoms, and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, for which they were to pay the said 
Eari a qnit^rent of £50 per annnm. This porchase was 
rendered valid by a charter of confirmation from King 
Heniy, which may be seen at length in Maitlan^s History 
of London. 

In 1245, an order was made, by the Mayor, that, in 
future, all huuiies £>hould be covered either with slates or 
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tOes, instead of thatch, more eqiecially those that stood 
together and in the prindpal streets which were then bat 
few in number; for the heart of the City, where Cheiqunde 
is now sitnate; wes an open spafce» called Crown-field, from 
the Crown inn, which stood at the east end of it* 
- In 1250 the King granted that the Mayor of London 
should bti presented to the Barons ol tbe Exchequer, and 
that they should admit him. Sir John Gisors was the first 
Mayor who had the honour of performing this ceremony. 

He died in the reign of Edward II., when iiis son 
and heir, John, was called on to answer for his father, 
as King's Coroner of London.f By this John Gisors was 
bnilt the noble mansion^ in BasUig^-lane« called Gforrard's* 
or Gison* Hall, of which theie still remain the fine stone 
crypts^ or vanlts, now oecnpied by a wine-meiohant* They 
are of considerable extent, divided into a donble aisle by 
a row of columns, which support a series of pointed arches, 
and, by their solid construction, indicate the importance 
of the mansion of which they once fornied a part. 

Another Sir John Gisors, Mayor of Tiondon and Con- 
stable of the Tower, in 1311, and also a Feppcrer, was 
grandson, as we may presume from the data, of the first 
John. He was one of the representatives of the City in 
tho'Fariiament held at Westminster in the year 1815, mid 
also resided in the mansion, in Basing-lane^ but having 
aisnmed; in his magistracy, the illegal power of taxing ihb 
citizens, complaints of Ins conduct were made to the King, 
and he was obliged to abscond. Nothing more of him is 
known but that he died in 1329, and was buried in our 
Lady's Chapel, Christ Church, in the ward of Farringdon 
Within.' 

• Stowe's Annals. 

t Placitn lip Quo VVarrantu, 14 E<1. II. The original ruub thus; — 
** Itii Jucrunt turonatores poit uitimum iteTf viz, Johis de Guars obiit per 
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SIR AIAN DE LA ZOUCHE. 

sir A Ian De la Zouche is one of the earliest, at well as 

one of tlje most illustrious members attached to this Com- 
pany. His (loscerit was uoble, as will be seen b^ the fol- 
lowing; extract : — 

ZOUCH OF ASHBY. 

lit Baroii**->King Richard I. William De la Zouche de- 
scended from the Earls of Britanny, obt, 
sine prole f 1199, 

2d Baron— King John. Rogtr De la ZomhB^ brother aod 
heir, Imng io 1329. 

8d BaroD^King Henry IIL Aktn fie h Zouche, son 
and heir^ died in 1^0.. He was a Citizen 
and Pepperer, and twice Mayor of London^ 
dnring the reign of Henry IIL in the years 
1267 iiud 12l>8. 

This barony is now in abe^fauce between the descendants 
and representatives of Elene and Maud, daug^hters of 
Alan De fa Zouche, p;randson of the Alan above-mentiotiod; 
which grandson was baron by writ, from the 6th of Febru- 
ary of the 27th year of Edward I. to the 26th of Novem- 
ber of the 7th year of Edward IL The mode of Sir 
Alan's election to the office of Mayor seems to have been 
rather summary In 1627» a difference happened between 
the magistrates and the commonallj of London^ re- 
specting the election of a mayor; for which purpose a folk- 
mote being assembled* the aldermen and chief citinens 
declared for Aktn De la Zouche, and the commons for * 
Thmmu FUz-T^omae, who waS at that time a state pri- 
soner in Windsor Castle. De h ZowMe party, who 
feared this opposition^ had previously engaged Sir Robert 
Leydornef a hold and enterprising courtier, to come to 
their assistance. He accordingly repaired with his friends 
and followers to the place of election, and, falling furiously 
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upon the naked Commons, seized many of them and had 
them committed to prisoo. This put a stop to all iurther 
opposition, and 2>e la Zouche was declared duly elected.* 

Burton, in his History of Leicestershire, speaking of 
Ashby De la Zouche, in that county, (" so called from 
" the Zouches, some time Lords thereof") meotioos the 
" family of Zouche, as descended from Geffery, second 
sea of Alan ViscooDt de Rohap* in Little Brittainc in 
" France, by Constance, daughter and heiress of Cooan 
the Gross, Bake of Brittaine, by Mand hb wife, nataial 
" daughter of King Hemy I.** 

Banksf says that Alan De la Zouche^ in the 46th year 
of Henry III. obtained a charier for a weekly market at 
his manor of Ashby De la Zonche, and in the same year 
was constituted warden of all the King's forests sontb of 
Trent ; and soon after, a justice itinerant for the counties 
of Southampton, Bucks, and Northampton. Furthermore, 
he stood firm to King Henry in the contentions between 
him and his rebellious barons, whereby he was in such 
favour, that, in the 51st year of that King*, he obtained the 
redemption of the Lordships of Tonga, in Salop, and of 
Ayleston, in the county of Leicester, for the benefit of his 
nieces Orabel and Margerie, daughters of William De 
Hancourt, who had forfeited the same for bis adherence to 
the King^s enemies. 

This Aianj; (as is reported by Thomaa WWu, canon of ^^^^ 
Ouseney, in his annals) having antborify granted nnto him zoache. 
by King Henry HI., amongst other commissioners of the 
nobility, to convent certain persons to be examined upon 
several articles, bat especially by what right and title they 
held their lands, John Earl J>s Warrenne and Surrey 
was summoned among the rest, who bdng demanded, by 
the said commissioners, by what title he held certain lands 
in bis posbbssion, suddenly drew out bis sword and said, — 

* Fabian's Chronicle, p. 7. 

t Extitictand Dormant Peerage, vol. ii. p. 617. 

I Nicbol's History of Leicester, \ol. iii. p. 565. 
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*' by this ray grandfather held his lands, and with this will 
** I keep them and, beln^ reproved by the said Alan De 
la Zouche for this his misdemeanor, after some inter- 
clNiDge of words paaaed between them, he made au assault 
upon the said Alan, and sore wmmded hUoy as he sat 'm 
1868. Westminster HaU» of which wound he soon after died.* 
These eiroamstanees are alio related by sereral of our his- 
torians, hat " in tUs» si^s Dogdale, they are mistaken, he 
'* bemg only wonnded, as was also iRoger his son, (at 
*f the same tiaie with him,) as appean by the inqnisition 
'* taken after his death, which shews that he died nearly 
** two years after, being Aen seiied of the manor of ^ 
North Mnlton, in Devonshire, and also of the manor of 
Ashby Do la Zouche, in Leicestershire, held of the heir 
** of the Earl ofWinton, by the service of a knij^bt's fee, 
" and that Roger JDe ia Zouche his son and heir was 
** twenty-eight years old." It appears also that the Marl 
de Warrenne entered into a recognizance upon forfeiture 
of all his lands and goods to Edward the King's son, to 
stand to the doom of the King's Court^ for the trespass 
done to Sir Alan De la Zouche, and Boger his son. In 
Westminster Hall 



HAMMOND CHIKWELL. 

T 

■ i B * • 

.Hammond CSKfaoaff, Fepp^rer, was six times Ibyor of 
London, daring the reign of Edward II. ; namely in the 

years 1819, 1321, 1322, 1324, 1325, and finally in 1327. 

The periods at which he presided over the City, as lis 
chief magistrate, were stormy and tamultuous, and he 
appears, by his activity and decision, to have effectually 
maintained order and tranquilhty, and, thereby, secured to 
himself the approbation of his fellow citizens. In 1321, 
the parliament assembled in London, for the purpose of 
impeaching those two unworthy favoorites of Edward II. 

* Matthew of WMtmittster. Flm Historiamiik, lib. il. p. - 
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the Speneen ; and the nobility, coming to town attended 

by great numbers of armed men, who, together, composed 
a considerable army, took up their quarters in the ^ul>urbs 
of the City. Such dangerous neii^libours obliged the civic 
authorities to take precautions for their safety, and the 
Mayor appointed a g-nard of a thoasand citizens, com- 
pletely armed, to be stationed at the gates and other places 
of the Citj, from four in the momiog till six in the evening; 
these were leliered hj a night watch, and two alderment 
attended by proper officers, patrolled the streets during the 
night.* These precautions, however, were nnavailing, 
for the King, unable to oppose the haughty barons, gave 
them leave to enter his capital with their whole army, and 
could not get i Icar of their threats until he bad ratified au 
Act of Parlianieut for the banishment of the Spencers, 
father and son.f 

ChikwelLs devotion to the Court displayed itself by an 
act, which even the unbridled license of the times cannot 
justify : it is thus related in a tract entitled, the History 
of the MoU Uufariunaie Prince^ King Edward 11*% 
" The queen, being informed that the King had forsaken 
his royal chamber, and had stolen a flight to Bristol, she 
soon apprehends and lays hold of the advantage, addres- 
" sing a Mr but mandatory letter to the Mayor to keep the 
" City to the use of her and her son, that was like to be his 
" sovereign. The inconstant citizens, that ever cleave to 
" the stronger pnrty, are easily persuaded and entreated. 
" Staple fort, Bishop of Exeler, that foresaw and feared 
'* the danger, summoned the Mayor to surrender him the 
" keys of the gates fox bis assurance. ChikweU, that 
*' was then Mayor, incensed with the imperiousness and 
*« injostioe of this demand, apprehends this inconsiderate 
Bishop, and, without respect to his place or dignity, 
makes his head the sacrifice to appease the angry Com* 

• MaiUand's History of London, vol, i. p. 118* 
t Thomas Walk's Hihtoiy of England. 
' I Harleian Miscellany, vul. i. 
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** inons. This act had engaged him too far to recoil ; he 
'* must now wholly adhere to the Queen's faction. Foar 
" of the gravest and most substantial burghers are sent to 
" let her truly understand their tlevotion. They are gra- 
** ciously and lovingly received, and the Mayor has thanks 
" for his late bloody act, which was stiled aa excelieot 
** piece of justice.'** 

Edward IL was imprisoned at Kenilwortb, in 1327 ; the 
Spencers were executed, and Qaeen Isabel and her sod 
joyfully received in liondon. 

Ch^kweU died in 1328, and was buried in St. Paul's 
Cathedra], " in the north west walk, egdnst the ehoir.''f 



ANDREW AUBERY. 

Andrew Auheryy Pepperer, was thrice Mayor of Lon- 
don, in the reigu of Edward III., namely, in 1339, 1340, and 
1351, and one of the btirgesses for the City, in tlie Parlia- 
liament held in 1337. He appears to have enjoyed, to an 
extraordinary degree, the confidence of his sovereign and 
the esteem of the fellow citizens. The former he, no 
doubt, obtained in consequence of the zeal and firmness 
which he displayed in the preservation of the peace and 
good order of the City during the three years that he 
was-its chief magistrate. The King, having resolved to go 
abroad in 1399, ;{; granted a commission to the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and ComnMMudty of London, for the oonser?a- 
tioD of the peace . in the City daring his abseooe, and in- 
vested them with power to canse due and speedy punish- 
ment to be done upon any malefaetors and disturbers of 
the peace in the nod City.§ Soon after the King's 
departure, a contest arose between the Companies of the 

* The bishop was seized near tJie north door of St. Paul's, and ex- 
•euted in CheapBid««— JfirillMf. 
t Stowe's Somie of London. 
% Rymer's Foedera. 
i Mnillnnd't History of London. 
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Skinnen and Fishmongers, which terminated in a bloody 
skirmish in the streets. The Mayor, with his officers, 
hastened to the place of riot, mid apprehended several of 
the (listarhers of the peace, as required by his office and 
duty ; but TJiomas Haunsart and John U Bruere, with 
some of their accomplices, resisted the power of the magift* 
trates, and not only rescued the malefactors, but Thomas, 
with a drawn sword^ violently asaaulted Andrew Auber^, 
the Mayor, and endeavonied to overthfow him ; and, in the 
meanwhile, the said John grieyonsly wounded one of the 
city officers. They were, after a straggle, secnred, and 
conveyed without delay to the Gnildhall, where they were 
indicted and tried before the Mayor and Aldermen : having 
severally pleaded g^uilty, they were condemned io die, and 
being forthwith conveyed to West Chepe, or Cheapside, 
were there lit headed. This severity of th(^ Mavor was so 
well timed for the preservation of peace within the City, 
and for preventing the riots and outrages, so frequent in 
those days, that it gave great satisfaction to the King, who, 
with his own hand, on the fonrthof June, at the Tower^ 
signed the following patent in justification and eommenda* 
tion of what had been done 

We connderiog, if so great rashness of the foresaid 
Thomas and John had been passed over unpunbhed, it 
** bad yielded boldness to others of doing the like things, 
and so thinking- the said punishment very seasonable for 
the conservation of our peace, and to be well done ; and 
** wilhng, by the consideration aforesaid, that the Mayor, 
** SheriflTs, Aldermen, and Commonalty be secure ; and to 
" provide that they be not troubled by reason hereof in 
" future times, what hath been done by tiie Mayor, 
** Sheriffs, &o. as much as belongs to us, we approve and 
** confirm. So that they may not hereafter be sued, 
either by ourselves, our heirs, suocessors, or our justices, 
on occasion of these deaths.""-'* Tesis Be^, ignid Ikur^ 
''rim. Lend. 4 June."* 

* Record ia the Tower. 

N 
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Aabery appears^ nho, to have been very popular with the 
foreig'n merchants establislitd in the City, for they raiaed, 
among themselves, a contribution, amounting to fifty 
marks, which they gave towards the si^port of his 
Mayoralty. 

SIR NICHOLAS BREMBER. 

** floMo Ml crudel iinpM* 
Troppo mai non si tace. Un 6ognO| wa QnlNra 
" Pasaa per fallo e si punisce." 

Metastatio. II Ciro, Act 2. 

OCtba fawUiy of Sir NkMm BHm^, I IwTa bean 
able to diaaoTor aothing ; but, that he was a hhmi of 

great consequence in his time is certain, for he took a coo* 
spicuoiis part in tiio troubles -wliich shook this kingdom to 
the centre, in the reign of iliciiard II. He was four 
times Mayor oi London, name ly in 1377, 1383, 1384, and 
1385; and Member of Parliament for the City, in 1382. 
He received the honour of knighthood from tiio hand of 
King Richard II., at the same time with the celebrated 
Sir WiUiam Walworth • 

The assertion so fieqiieBtly made respecting the par- 
tiality of historians in narrating facts coaaaoted with emU 
oeot persons, and oolouiiiigf them aoeording to their own 
politkaL prqudioes, is partieiilarly bone oat im the case of 
Sir NicMoB Brember, Maitlandt aaHs him ** a pai& 
dions and emel mao,** and " one of the wicked foTOViites 
of Bichard," while Pennant:!^ styles him the stoat Mayor 
who safiered for his attachment to his royal master," and 
Hame,§ who, in foeling and indignant terms, attwdes 
to the mockery of the trial at which he was condemned, 
considers him as one of those, who was treated by the 
faction oi the ambitious Duke of Gloucester " without any 

« Stowt^s BunraSe. EdUioa 16SS, p« SffT. 
t Hittwry of Londo% wl* i. p. 179* 

t Account of London. 

i History of Enflaad, toI. iii. 
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" ngud to feasoir, jostHte^ or humanity.'' GraHon in Iub 
Chronicle, mentions bhn as a worthio and pniwaflt man 
" of the CHf, y^hich Waft the King^s draper, called 
Nicholas Brmi^erJ' It is not my intention to make 
any attempt to reconcile theae contradictionB ; I viS^ there- 
fore, content myself with giving a brief narratire of the 
events in which Sir fiichard was concerned, and leaTO my 
readers to draw their own condosions, entreating them, at 
the same time, to bear in mind, that he tiTed at a period 
when the laws were so feebly executed that no subject 
" could trust to their protection,"* when men openly asso- 
ciated themselves under the banner of one or other of the 
great political parties of the day, wliich parties were con- 
sidered legitimate in proportion to the success tliey ob- 
tained. This was particularly observable in the following 
reip^n, wlu ii Henry IV. patched up his title to the crown in 
the best manner he could, and became the lawful sovereign 
of England, with no ground of right but his present posses- 
sion. 

■ 

'« lUe enicMn welerif pretinm toUl, kte dwtea." t 

The first remarkable event which occurred in 1377, was 
a dangerous riot, occasioned by the conduct of the lard 
Pfsray, Marshal of England, who committed a chiaen of 
London to his prison of the Marshalsea, contrary to the 
rights and immunities of the City. The Mayor and Com- 
mon Council assembled to deliberate upon the afiSeur; but, 
• in the meanwhile, the populace, having learned that one 
of their fellow citiaens was in duress, and, being instigated 
by the Lord Fitzwalter, the City standard-bearer, brohe 
open the M ar&halsea, liberated the j)risoncr, and spoiled the 
Marshal's house ; they then ran to the Savoy, a palace in- 
habited, at tluit time, by the King's son, the Duke of Lan- 
cosier, to attack it. They had a grudge against him, on 
account of his having- endeavoured, in parliament, to 
abridge the liberties of the City^ by having the office of 



* Hume, Tol. ii. page S2. 



t Juvenal. 
N 2 
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Mayor abolished, and a Citstos, as in ancient times, set 
over it, and also by giving- the Marshal liberty of arrest 
therein. The Duke, havin^^ notice of their approach, 
escaped, but a priest was murdered by the mob, under the 
idea that be was Lord Piercey, in dUgaiae.* 

The Mayor and Commonalty, apprehensive that a storm 
woold burst upon the City in consequenoe of these OTeots, 
sent a deputation of their principal citueebs to deprecate 
the filing's wrath. They produced a momentary impresaion 
upon the royal mind; but the lower orders, whose dislike of 
the Duke of Lancaster was unconquerable, continning to 
insult him by means of lampoons and pasquinades, the 
Mayor and Aldermen were summoned to attend the King 
at Sheen, for the purpose of apologising to the Dnke in 
the City's name. They entreated the King not to permit 
the innocent to suflTer for the guilty, and offered to use 
every exertion to discover and bring to punishment the delin- 
quents, but they dtLliucd tbo apology: the result was, that 
Adam Staple, the Mayor, and several of the Aldermen, 
were dismissed froba their offices, and others, by the King's 
writ, appointed in their places. Sir Nickolcu Brember was 
then named Mayor. 

A few weeks after this event, Richard II. ascended the 
throne, and Sir liichard, with the assistance of Parlia- 
ment, succeeded in obtaining a confirmation of the City's 
charter and the King's interference for the a6commodati(m 
of the dispute with the Duke of Lancaster, which was 
brought about without any compromise of dignity on either 
part. 

In 1383, the second year of Brember^s mayoralty, the 
City charter .received further confirmation and additions, as 
was announced to the citizens, in a remarkable proclama- 
tion, issued by Sir Richard, *' on the Friday afler the feast 
" of the B.V. Mary, and in the seventh year of the King.'' f 
Great and beneficial changes also took place in the Com- 
mon Council, which, it was ordered, should consist of 

* Stowe's AonalB. t Maitland, vol. i. 
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" rafficient peraons/* fonr of whom, fhe Aldermen were 
ordained to cause to be chosen from eaoh ward, in lien of the 
ancient mode of 'taking them from certain mysteries or 
crdfKs. By means of Sir Nichola* Brember, most of the 
Aldermen were turned ont by the Common Council, and 
new ones elected in the respective- wards. The return of 
4ie Lord Mayor himself, for the ward of Bread-street, n 
thus recorded Bread Str^ie — Dommus Nicolas Brmn- 
" Srs, MUtt, ehctua est in Alderman, Warda prtedkim^ 
" perpraboe honunee ^uedem Ward^J* 

The maladministration of aflUrs by Jls Peh, Earl of 
Suffolk, the Chancellor, and Robert de Ytre, Duke of ' 
Ireland, wideoed the breach which then existed between 
the King and his nobles. These favourites saw the impos- 
sibility of enc^rossing the royal favour during the life of the 
Duke of Gloucester, uncle to the King, and they entered 
into a conspiracy to kill him. Sir Nicholas Br ember is said 
to have been concerned in it; and when the Uuke, who 
secretly assembled his adherents at Homsey, got possession 
of the King's person, Suffolk, the Duke of Ireland, 7W- 
silianf and Brember, were declared traitors and enemies to 
the state. A charge of tbirty-mne articles was delivered 
in by the Dake and his friends ; bnt, as none of the ac* 
ensed, except Sir NieheUu, was in custody, the rest were 
cited to appear,* and, upon their absenting themselves, the 
House of Peers, after a very short interval, without hear- 
ing a witness, without examining a fact, or deliberating on 
one point of law, declared them guilty of high treason. 
iS^tr Nicholae Brember, wbo was produced in court, had tfie 
appearance, and but the appearance, of a trial : he denied 
the charges, and insisted, as a kniglit, on the privilege of 
defendiog himself by single combat, but this was refused 
to him.*}* His words, on this occasion, deserve to be re- 
corded: — "Whoever has branded me with this ignomi- 
** nious mark, with him I am ready to light in the lists to 

* Htame, vol. ii. 

t Malham't History of EnghuMl, vol. i. 
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*• maioCaiD my iijuocency, whensoever the King shall ap- 
** point. Af)d thin he spoke with such a fury, that his eyes 
** sparkled >vith rage, and he breathed as if an ^tna had 
" laid bid iu his breast, chasing rather to die p:1oriously in 
*' the field tiiao disgracefully on a gibbet."* Tiie peen» 
thoogb they weie not, by bur, bis proper judges^ pro- 
Bonaeed* in a veiy anmniarj maoDer, tenteooe of deatb 
upon faim.t He ww adjudged to be dmwp and hanged, 
wbieh aBntence was aeeordiDgly ezeeoted upon him at 
Tybora. % Froiuari tbas allndes to the death of Sir Ni- 
MUt» Hit dethe was lore complayned of loaie men 
** of London, for he hadde been IVfayre of London before, 
and had well i^^os crned his oirycu, and dyde one day great 
•* honour tu the Kyng, whan he slewe, with hiB owne 
** handes Lyster, wherehy alio the rebelles were discon- 
*' fyted, and for that good servyce the Kyng made hym 
" knyght.''§ He was afterwards buried in Christ Chnrch, 
Newgate-street, wbero a monnment was elected to his 
memory. 

' * . SIB JOHN PHILPOT. 

iSiir /dJIji was born in Kenty at Upton-Coortj ia 

the parish of Sibbert*s Wood ; he was a Citisen and Gmer» 

and became Lord Mayor of London in 1378. 

The following account of him, h'^ Fuller, \\ is quaintly and 
curiously worded, and I give it verbiitim : — " Tn thu second 
'* of Richard the 2d. our English seas wanted scouring, 
" over run with the rust of piracies, but chietiy with a 
** canker fretting into them, one /oAjt Meresr, a Scot, 
".with liis fifteen Spanish ships, to represse whose inso- 
" lence, our PkUjfot, on his own eost, set forth a fleet i 

•HtfWiaUitedUiBy. 

t Maifland's History of London, vol. i. 

X Stowe's Survaic. 

$ The Chronycle of Froyssart, vol. ii. p. 803. 
II Worthies of £oglan«l, vol. i. fo. 509, art. Kent. 
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*• a project moro proportionable to the treasury of a 
** prince than the purse of a private subject. His snccess 
" wsis as happy as his undertaking honourable, and Mercer 
" brought his wares to a bad market, being taken with aU 
'* his ships, and rich plunder therein. 

" Two years after, he eon?eyed an English army into 
" Brittaine in ships of liis own hiriogi and, with his own 
** money, released more than 1000 arms there» wldoli the 
» sonldiera formerij engaged for thev ▼iotnab. But this 
^ indostiy of Pftftjpol interpietatively taxed the lasinesse 

of others ; the nobility aecnsing him (drones aoeonnt all 

bees pragmatical) to the King for acting without a oom- 
** missioii. Tea, in that ongratefol age, under a oMId- 

King, pro iantorum sumptuum promo vemam wt o5- 
^ tinuit ; however, he who, whitest living, was the seoarge 
•* ot the Scots, the fright of the French, the delight of the 

Commons, the darling of the Merchants, and the hatred 
" of some envious Lords, was, at his death, lamented and 

afterwards beloved of ali^ when bis memory was restored 
" to its due esteem.** 

Another version of Philpofs courageous conduct, on 
this occasion, is as follows: — 

** John MerceTg a merchant of Scotland, who used to 
" trade with France, and was in great favour with the 
** King of that country on account of his prudence and 

good services^ when returning home to Scotland, in the 

year 1377, was driven by stress of weather^ upon the 
** eoast of England* seized, and confined in the Castle of 

Searbnigh* till an order from Court effected bis dig- 

cbaige. His son, to- revenge the injury, cruised before 

Scaibnrgb, with a fleet composed of French, Scots, and 
^* Spaniards, and took sevml vessels. John Philpot, an 

opulent citizen of London, thereupon took npon himself 
«* the protec tion of the trade of the kingdom, neglected by 
" the Duke of Tjaiicaster, who, without the name of regent, 
'* governed the kingdom in the minority of his nephew, and, 
" having hired a thousand armed men, sent them to sea in 
" search o( Mercer, whom they took, together with bis prizes. 
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and tifteeu Spaoish vessels, his coosorU, all ridbly 
" loaded."* 

It should^ however, be stated, in ji^tice, that Richard II. 
as a reward for his services, gave him ao estate of £40 
per annual, f 

Sir John Philpot was, likewise, an honest and iudepeo- 
deot Member of Parliament; for, about Iho year 1377, J 
" wheo a bill was brongbt in, in the Dame of the King, by 
" means of the offended Duke of Lancaster, that the City 
** should be no more governed by a Mayor, but by a 
*' Custos, as in tunes before, and that the Mafshali of 
\' England, who was then Lord Perde, should have all the 
*^ power of making anesta within the Ci^» with other 

petitiona tending to the like derogatiott of the libertiefl 
" of the City, be stood np and said, Soch a matter was 
** never heard of before, and that the Mayor of London 

would never suffer any snch arrest to be brought into 
" the City; with more such words of the like stoutness." 

iS^tr John Philpot had a handsome residence in Lang- 
bourne Ward, upon the site of the present Philpot-lane, 
which was named after him. He departed this life in 1384, 
and was buried in Christ Church, Newgate-street, together 
with the Lady Jane Stamford, his wife. § 

JOHN CHURCHMAN. 

John Churchman, Grocer, served the oftice of Sheriff 
in 1385, during the mayoralty of Sir Nicholas Bremher, 
and to him the trade of London is indebted for the esta- 
blishment of the first Custom-house. Whether that fact is 
of itself sufficient to justify his being banded down to pos- 
leiity, as a favourer and supporter of commerce, is a qnes- 
tioD whioh I shall not attempt to decide; but his claims to 

* Blaopherion's Aimali of CosuaefM, vol. i, page MT* 

t Speed. 

t Strype. 

$ Stowe'a Suivate. 
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the remenibnuice of the Company rest on a different basis. 
It is to him, nndoabtedly, that the Grocers are indebted for 
the management of the Weighhonse and the King*s Beam, 
which were entrosted to them, and from which, for many 
yean, they derived botii emolument and patronage* I 
oonjectnre this from the following passage in Strype:* — 
1 read that, in the (8th year of RiohardIL John CAtireA- 
maut Grocer, for the> quiet of merchants^ did newly 
build a oertwn house upon the key called Woolwharf, in 
" Towev-Street-Ward/Allhallows Barking parish, betwixt 
** the tenement of Paul Salisbury on the east part, and 
'* the lane called the Watergate, on the west, to serve for 
•* troynage,*!* weighing of wools, in tbe port of London ; 
*' whereupon the King granted that, during- the life of the 
•* aforesaid John, the said troynage should be held and kept 
" in the same house, with easements there for the heames 
' ** and weights, and a conveoient place for the customer, 
" comptrollers, clerks^ and other officers of the said troy- 
*' nage, together with ingress and egress to and from the 
" same, even as was had in other places where the said 
*^ troynage was wont to be kept, and that the King should 
** pay yearly to the said John, during his life,. 40 shillings,' 
" at Easter and Michaelmas, by even portions, by tiie 
hands of his Customer, or farmer of the Customs, with^ 
out any other payment to the said John, as in the said 
*' indenture mora at large thereof appeareth." It is more 
than probable that Churchman^ being unable of himself to 
control and manage so considerable a concern as the pub-' 
lie scale, was induced to obtain the assistance of the Com- 
pany to which he belonged ; and as this Company, at a 
period when commerce was restricted to few hands, was 
of the first importance in the port of London, tbe Kin^ 
must have found it highly advanfag-cous to him to commit 
the management of the Weighhouse, and the appointment 
of the officers connected with it, to so inflnentiai a body* 

* ToLi p. 618. 

f JUhm Cbarclunaii built the above, the trimage of wool was at WooU 
chaioh-Haw, by Stook'e Market. 
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Tbe CcNirt of Aldflrmea nm <1hd once had daim to the 

management of the Weighhouie on the part of Uie Citj, 
and occasioual tiiscussioiis witli the Compauy took place 
in conso(|uence ; but tho latter retained their influeuce 
uutil tiie privilege fell iuto desuetude, and tbe public scale 
gradually came into the bands of the government. 

The geoeral Weighhoase and King's Beam were io 
CSocnhiU, upon the site of the present Sun-Court, the 
hornet in which aie tlie property of the Grocem' Com- 
pony. 



SIR THOHAS KNOLLES. 

Though none of this family, says Dngdale, arrived to 
•* the honor of Peerage till the bei^nningot King Jaoics his 
•* reign, yet v, ore some of them men of groat note in their 
** times, for Robert Knolles (ancestor of Sir Thomas), who 
*' was at first a person but of a low fortune, betaking 
" himself to a military course of liie, made such advantage 
** by the tronbles in Normandy and Brittany, that, in the 

d2d year of King Edward the Thirds aboondiog with 
** ziohes gotlea by the wan, he heoame an eminent Com- 

mander in those parts. He was* tfaereopoo, chosen 
** by Prince Edwafd (commonly called the Black Prince) 

to accompany him into Spain, to the aid of Don Pedro, 

then King of Castile and Leon, against Henry the 
** Bastard, son of King Alfonso/' 

Sir Thomas KnolleSf a member of the Grocers* Company, 
was twice Lord Mayor, namely, in 1399 and in 1410, and 
was, likewise, a benefactor to it. By bis will, dated 12th 
July 1432, he bequeathed them a messoage in St. An- 
tholin*Sy Budge-Row, " for a pure and perpetual alms for 

the support and relief of the poor of the said Company." 

Here*edified« at his own cost, the said church of St. An* 
tholin'iB^ and was buried there* His son, Thomas KnoUea, 
caused the following doggrel epitaph to be inscribed on 
his tomb 
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Here lyetli graven 
under this stone 
Thomas Knowles, 
both tleih and bone, 
Gfooer and AldemaB 
yeeres forty, 
SherltTe and twice 

Maior, truely ; 
And for he should 
not lye alone. 
Here lyeth with him 
his good wife Joane: 
They were together 

sixty yeerr, 
And ninete<'U children 
they had in ieere 
of God. 

WiUiarn KnoIleSfdescGudiid from the same coiiuiiuii ances- 
tor as Sir Thomas, was, by letters patent of tlie 13th May 
1603, in the first year of King James the First, created a 
Baion of the Realm, by the title of Lord Knolkji, of 
Giays, 10 the county of Oxon, first Viscount Wallingford, 
Earl of Banbunf, in the county of Oxford, on the 18th of 
August 1636. Tlus WUUam died, without legitimate issue, 
in 1633, when all his honours became extinct. 

This Earldom was claimed, in 1813,* by Geiieral 
William KnoUes, as heir male of Nicholas, son and heir of 
the l!larl, of whose legitimacy there was much doubt; and 
the House of Lords decided, .March the 9th 1813, that the 
petitioner had not made good his claim, and, coiise4uently, 
established the illegitimacy of the said Nicholas. 

SIR ROBERT AND SIR THOMAS CHICHELEY. 

Two individuals of this ancient famijy have been dis- 
tinguished members of the Company ; and the following is 
the best account I haTe been able to obtain of their origin 

Thovias ChicheU of Higham Ferrers, the father of 
Umry Chichekp Archbishop of Canterbury, was of low 

• Nicholas's Synopsis of the Peerage. 
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extraciioD and of mean station in life.* He is commonly 
imagined to lia?e been a tailor| and it is probable tbat this 
idea originated in the insnlt ofeied to his son, by one of 
the courtiers of Henry VL who sent him a present 
of a rag pie, though there is nothing in the mode of relating 
the story which fixes npon the father the trade of a tailor.f 
In the older pedigrees, particalarly tbat in the Harlelan 
collection, some of his aDCL'sturs are mentioned as esta- 
blished at Higham Ferrers, though their rank and station 
in the world is not ascertained. Dr. Hoveden, (warden of 
All Souls, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth) who wrotti 
the life of the founder, in Latin^ says tbat he was " honestis 
" natut par^ntibuBf* which would imply tiiat bis parents 
were of some repnte and credit^ on account of their 
extraction. 

namoM Cldehde married Agnes, the daughter of 
WUliam PynchwH, who is allowed in the pedigrees, to 
have been a gentleman, ** as be' hath coat-armour thus 

" blazon: Or, a bend, 3 plates, with a bordare counter- 
** changed azure .mtl sable.'* 

Thomas Chtthele died the 25th February 1400, as may 
be seen by the inscription on his tomb-stone, in the north 
aisle of the chancel at Uigham Ferrers, known heretofore 
by the name of the Lady Chapel. He had, by bis wife Agnei 
Pyneheon, three sons, Henry, Archbishop of Canterbnry 
and founder of All Souls, Robert, and William* and a 
daughter whose name is not ascertained, and of whom we 
know no more, than that she married a gentleman of the 
name of Tbolw. 

* Stemmata Chicheleana. 

t •* One of the conrtiers ia Henry the Gih'b time, sent, by one of the 
Slag's Senrants m fram the King, a pye fUI of rags, as a present to 
** Ctr^mA ClidMIt, at a tooni to his eztraelioo, aoa of a bmkar or 

*' draper. The Cardinal received the messenger very ciTllly, deoliad 
<* him \o present dnty to his Majesty, and give him many thanks for 
*' reminding him uf a very worthy and Hffcctinnntc parnnt ; and to (pH hitn 
" thathesbouid make it his coustant prayer that Iiis Majesty niiirht as 
« mneh out-go his father, Henry the 6th in all acts of prowess and virtue, 
aa he had done ftu ia hoaor aad piefBnii6Bli."<— Hart. M89. No. 091, 
lbL27. 
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Robert ChicheU, the second sod of Thomas, was a 
Citizen and Grocer, and lived in the parish of Saint James 
Garlyke-Hythe, in the ,City of LondoD. By his great 
applicatioo to business and indastry, be became possessed 
of great wealth ; and, by means of bis fair character* 
attired great importance among hb fellow-citizens. He 
was the intimate friend of Sir Richard Whiitington, whom 
he emplated in knowledge of trade, as well as in acts of 
charity and munificence. Pic had an estate and residence 
at Romford, in Essex, wliere, in the year 1410, he con- 
tributed largely towards re-building the chapel (which was 
a chapel of ease to Tlornohurch), and obtained for it, 
through his influence with the Warden and fellows of New 
College, who are the patrons, the privileges of sepulture and 
cemetery, for the parishioners who frequented that chapel* 

In the year 1428, he gave to the pariah of St. Stephen 
Walbrook, a plot of ground two hundred and eight feet 
and a half in length, and sixty-six feet in breadth, where- 
upon to build their church and for their churchyard. In 
the year following he laid the first stone of the new church, 
and gave one hundred pounds more towards tlie expense, 
and bore the charj^es oi' all the timber-work on the proces- 
sion-wav, as wt;ll as those of tlie lead upon it. In addiliou 
to many other charities, he gave, by his last will dated the 
17th December 143d, several tenements in the parish of 
Saint Antboiin, to the Master or Warden and the College 
of the Blessed Virgin, St. Thomas the Martyr, and Edward 
the Confessor, of Higham Ferrers, (which his brother, the 
Archbishop, bad founded,) that the said Warden should 
pray for the souls of Thomas and Agnes, his father and 
mother; Elizabeth, Agnes, and Agnes, his wives; William 
Chichele,* his brother, and Beatrice, his wife. It is said, 
by Weever, that he ordered by his testament, on his 
birth-day, a competent dinner to be provided for two 
thousand four hundred poor men, householders of the 
City of London, and every man to have two-pence in 

• Also a member of the Grocers' Company. 
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money, but the copy of hi» will in All Souk College does 
not notice this legacy.* 

He was Sheriff of London in the year 1403, Lord Mayor, 
for the firsl time, in 1411, and again id 142I» wlwn hb 
leceived the honour of Knighthood.f 

8ir RoSert Ckichde died in 1440» and, if we may 
believe SimD$, and, if the positive directions in his wiQ 
were observed, he was bmied in tfie ehnroh of St. James, 
CMyke-Hythe, of which he calb himself a parishioner: 
bnt Werner, by one of those errors in the arrangement of 
his collectiotts to whieh he was oecnionatly Hable, gives the 
following epitaph upon him, in Mack letter, as transcribed 
from the church of St. Mary Bothaw • 

" Chich .... vocUatus RobertMf 

** mud katfilf rt^ferius, pauperikm kvgus, fim tMU «l 

mOa turihu, morite* mnaliii, Jaui liHUc lalwiiiiltlii^ 
" corpore proa rus, hit Moitt it arte OhrutnUi Am»mUUm 
<* C fprntfr, X fMier amo. •».. • " 

SIR THOBffAS CHICHELEY, who descended in n 
right fine from the said Sir Robert, was Master of the Ord- 
nance, afterwards Chancellor of the "Dwshf of Lancaster to 
King Charles the Second, and to King James the Second, and 
member of their Majesties' most honourable Privy ConnoiL 
He was a Liveryman of this Company, and Master thereof 
in the years 1G86 and 16S7. After the church of St. 

• Fun«. Mon«. p. 409. 

f Au entry occurs in the Company's books, during his mastership, 
shewing the authority which the law allowed them toexeroi^ over Uioee 
•f their tiade:—^ Ordered, that ell flM giDger, maces, ead etiier wvee, 

which are falsdj ooloimd, shall be viewed by the Masters with one of 
** the Mayor's servants, who shall search and overlook all goods of 
** Grorers brought in the galleys as well as in the City of London and 
the same year, 1416, a barrel of maces, which were falsely coloured, was 
taken before WiUiam Walderne, Mayor, and his Aldermen, when thejr 
adjudged the merolumt who owned the same to be bound in n fine of 
£1, not to sell, or canse to be sold, the said miaces, in England, at any 
price. At the same time, also, cevtain otiher Otoceries woie oeodemnad, 
and their sale prohibited. 
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Stephen's Walbrook was destroyed by the great fire of 
London in !()<)(), he laid the first stone oi the new church, 
and was a liljeral benefactor towards the cost of the re- 
building-. He also built the Company a new barge at bis 
own charge, and purchased for them the tenant right of a 
baige-boase. In grateful remembrance wbereof they 
caused lus pictve and an inscription to be set up in the 
HaH 

SIR WILUAM SEVEKOKE. 

" I see lord mayor written on his forehead ; 

*' Tlie cap of maintenance and city sword, 
Borne up in state before him." 

Ma$»inger, City Madam, 

About the latter end of King Edward the Third's reign, 

there was found, by Sir William Rmnpsted, in the hollow 
of a tree, as some report, in the street of Sovcnoke, 
a poor child, whose parents wore unknown, and wiio, for 
that reason, was named after the place, where he was dis- 
covered, WiUiam Sevenoke. 

This orphan was, by the assistance of Sir William and 
other charitable persons, bronp^ht up and put apprentice to 
Hugh de BoU,* a citizen and Ferrer of London ; and the 
term of his apprenticeship being expired, in the eighteenth 
year of King ]^cbard XL, he petitioned, as his master had 
used the trade or mystery of a Grocer, and not a Fener, 
to be admitted to the freedom of the Grocer's Company ,f 
which was granted. 

By degrees he accumulated wealth, and rose to be Lord 
Mayor of London ; which office he served in 1418, the 
sixth year of King Jleory V., and received the honour of 
Knighthood, then bearing for his arms — seven acorns, 
three^ three^ and one4 

• Lanb. Peram!:». p. 574. 

t Strype's Stuwe's Survey, book v. p. 117. 

t Ibid. p. 118. 
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At which time calling- to miad the goodness of Almighty 
God, ntul the t'avour of his patron, Sir WUliam Rumpsted, 
and the inhabitants of Sevenoke extended towards him, 
he determined to leave behind bim a lastioig memorial of 
his thankfulness ; therefore, at his own cost and chaige, 
he foonded an hospital^ consisting of certain Alms-houset' 
for twenty poor people ; and a Free-school for the edu(^ 
tion of youth, within that town; endowing them with a 
proper and sufficient maintenance,* To effect which, be» 
by his last will and testament, dated JToly 14, 14S2> devised 
all his lands and tenements, with other appurtenances, 
wluch he lately had by feoffment ifrom Margaret Watiim 
In Petty-Wales- Street, In the parish of All Saints Baiking 
in London, to the rector, vicar, churchwardens, and other 
parishioners of the town of Sevenoke, for ever, upon trust, 
that they, out of the rents and profits of them, should find 
and maintain tor ever, one master, well skilled in grammar, 
and a Bachelor of Arts, who should keep a Grammar 
School, in some convenient house within the said town, 
to be purchased witli his goods, at the discretion of his 
exeoators ; and likewise, out of the said rents and profits^ 
for ever, to giro and pay twenty poor men and women of 
the said parish, quarterly, ten shillings apiece, who should 
1i?e within the said town, in bouses to be purobased by his 
executors, and for other charitable purposes, in the said 
will mentioned. 

After which, in the second year of Queen Elisabeth, 
through the care of Sir Rit^h BawUle, Knt,p and seveial of 
the inhabitants there, not only the yearly stipends were much 
increased, but their former litigated possessions were set- 
tied and quietly established ; the Queen'e letters patent, 
dated July 1st, that year, having been procured, which 

• Sir A\ illiam Sevenoke (or Scvenocks, as he is called in the Act of 
Parliament relating to his chantries,) served in Farliaraent for the City 
of London, in the time of King Henry V. He was, by his wUI^ « ban** 
Dwtor to tliA pariflh of St Dnnstiii-iift-tlM-Eait, snd, dying, was Iniito^ 
in the olnireh of St Mwrttn Iiiidgste«-'-aififyjM^« Stmn^B Suntf, AppaadtlL 
booka. p,4T»booktti.^7e. 
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dneoted, that '* there should be for ever in the town of 
" Sev^okes, a free Gtammar School, called the Grammar 
'* School of Queen Efizabeth, for the education, institution^ 
and instruction of Children and Yonth in Grammar and 
" other learoiog : and ihat» in the paruh of Seveuokes, 
" there should be an Incorporation, to consist of the two 
wardens of the said parish and of the free-achool» and 
of four assistants, inhabitants of the said town and parish, 
** by the name of the wardens and four assisUnts of the 
" town and parish of Sevenokes, and of the free-school 
*• of Queen Elizabeth, in Sevenocks." All which was con- 
firmed by an act passed in the 30th year of that reign, 
not only as to this school, but the said Incorporation was 
more firmly established as to the said hospital or alms* 
house, for the relief of the poor, which bad been for many 
years in the said town and parish* at first erected by the 
said WiUiam Sevenokes, and endowed by bis will ; which 
endowment of both had been augmented afterwards by 
others.* 

The Iiady Margaret, daughter of Sir Ra^ Bonnik, 
Kui*, before her death, which happened in 1692, settled 
a farm, called Hallywell-in-Bomham, in Essex, upon cer- 
tain trustees and their heirs, for ever, to pay and dispose 
of the rents and profits, to the founding and endowment 
of two scholarships in Jesus' College, Cambridge, of £12 
per annam each, the scholars to be called " Sir WiUiam 
BotwelTs scholars," and to be chu&eo out of Sevenoke- 

• John Potkine, D.D. " sometyme scholar" in thi'f sclmnl, hy bit 
•will, dated the 8Ui of April 154S, gave £9 per anuum to the school, 
payable out of bis capital house, called The Sttrre, in Bred>8treate," 
in Loudon. 

AiiTBOM Y Pops, Gent, Ij hit will, dated the 10th of December 1671, 
gtve atenenent in Petty Wales, within the Cittie of London, towazde 
the " meyntenance of God's glory, and the eruditione and brinpin-:f up 
of the pore schollcr^ of Sc^venoke in verluonse discipline, godly ieaminge, 
and good and civil! mauuers." 

John Pett, Oent*, by deed, dated the Kth of September 1689, gave 
an aonnliy of issniag out of hie lands and tenementi, called li|y«er- 
HUt," to dio nae of the poor of the alnwhonaesof Setenokee. 
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Scbool ; aiidt fot the wwt of lads ittii^ ihm* out 
Tonbridge School ; and upon overj vaeaBoy, £Z a-pioee to 
two of the fellows of Jotofl^ College^ tacome ovor to prove 
the capacity of the lada. She alio left £13 yearly to a 
school-master, to instruct fifteen of the poorest children, 
bora in this parish, ia the Catechism of the Church of 
England, aud to write and cast accounts ; and £18 per 
annum more, to be kept in public stock, to place those so 
taught, to handicraft trades or employments. 

In the 8th year ot^ King Georp^e I. 1722, the leases of 
the warehouses, which had been erected on part of the 
lands called " Wool Key/' in the parish of All Saints 
Barking, devised for these charitable purposes, being 
«xphred« and the School and Almshouses being maoh oat of 
repair; aod it being thought that it woold prove of groat 
advantsge to the efaari^» if tfao Wardeiir and AsBistantB 
were ODabkd to raise by the disposal of those premises, a 
oompetent sam of money, to be employed in ra-bvlklng, 
repairing^ famishing^ and fitting np the Free-School and 
Almshouses, and in enlarging them, and for other charita- 
ble nses, appointed by the founder's will ; and, likewise, 
to obtain a settled revenue, for the support and maiutenaiico 
of tlie said charities in future ; on a proposal made to the 
Wardens and Assistants, for the purchase of them for the 
use of Government, an act passed, to vest the fee of the 
above-mentioned wharf, quay, and premises, in trustees, 
for the use of tlie king, bis heirs, and successors, for the 
use of the Crown, as lying contiguous to the Royal Cos- 
tom-Hoiise, that they might be fitted up for warehouses, 
offices, and other conveniences for merchants, or the Com- 
missioners aod officers of the Customs ; and the kin^, to 
promote this so beneficial a charity, having agreed that 
£2,500 should be paid to the Wardens and Assistants^ 
towards the re-bnildiag the scbool, abashonses, &o« that 
sum was confirmed to them by the act then passed. And 
the said wharf, quay, and otiier premises were made sub- 
* ject, by the said act, to a yearly rent of £650 to be paid, 
for the future, to the sssd Waidens and Assistants^ and 
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their siieeesson for eme, for the perpetual rapf^rt and 
mabtenanoe of the chaiitable ims, tbo fowUer and att 
other bene&cton* i& tioie to oom. 

In pnrsnanoo of which, the present sehool-boase was 
erected upon the old foundation in 1727; and the 
Hospital, or Almshouse, was completely repaired and 
fitted up. 

There are six exhibitions belonging to this school; 
four of which ore of £15 a-year, and are not confined to 
any college or either Universitj.'*^ 



The following poem is both curious and interesting ; but 
whether that part of it which attributes the germ of Sir 
WUUam Sevenoke^s fortune to the purse given him. after the 
Battle of Aginoourt, by the Dauphin of France, is trae* 
I have no meona of knowing. The ezistenoe of the poem 
proves, at all events, that Sir Wilfiam was a man of great 
o^ebiity in hia time, and, tlwielbie, linsnrt it 

In JohMKm'a Nine Worthies of Iiondon^'' 4to. 1562, 
and re*-printed in the Haildan Miseellany, 4to. London 
Edit. 1811, edited by Mr. Park, ^Slir WiUiam SmfW^, 
who ranks aatiie thhrd Worthy amongst the Nine, is thns 
notioed. 

SIR WILLIAM SEVENOAKE. 

My harmlesse byrth, misfortaoe qiite cootenn'd. 

And fimtt my pappe did make my youth a prey ; 
8o ieaieely bndd, my Immcliet wert mutanM, 

My byrth-howre was deathe's black and gloomia dtf : 
Had not the Highest stretched forth his might, 
Hie lureftke of day bad beeoe tbe darkeei n^gkt. 

Some monitor, timt di4 owflo Naten^o wodu, 
(WlieaIwMbonM,lBKoM,) 4idoMlMoflMrd^ 

In deaert wUdes, wheiet tiioagb bo beast did Inrko 

To apoyi that life the heareos made for woortb: 
Under seaven oakes yet Mi:ichiefc Ouag me downe, 
Where I waa found, and brou^t unto a towne. 

* Haated'g Hist. Kent^ r.i. p.7ii. jCirlifto** Eod^od Grammar 
Schoola, T. L p. 616. 

O 2 
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Behold an ebbe that n«*ver thought to flowe, 

Behold a fall uiilikelic to recover. 
Behold a tibrub, a weed that grew lull lowe. 
Behold a wren that never tbought to hover ; 
Behold yet ham the highest can eonmiaiidy 
And make a sand fonadatioii fiimelie ftand* 

For when my infant's time mduste more yeares. 

After some education in tte mSutfAif 
And aone disoietion in my lelfe appeares. 
With labour to be tanght in manuall toole, 
To leame to live, to London thus being fonady 
Apprmtiee to a Grocer I was bound. 

To please the honeatcaie my maater tooke, 
I did refuM no toyle nor drudging payne } 
My hands no labour ever yet fioisooke, 

Whereby I might increase my master's gayne. 

Thus Sevenoake liv'd, for so they calde inyname. 
Till Heaven did place me in a better frame. 

In timOt my pientiBO yeares were quite expir'de, 

And dien Bellona, in my hotnelie breet, 
My c'ountrie's honour with her flaines had fir'de, 
And lor a souldier made my fortune prest. 

Henry Uie Fift, my king, did warre with Fraunce ; 
Then I with him, his right to re-advance. 

Th^'i'f- did courageous men with love coin pare. 

And strive, by armes, to ^;et their prince renowne ; 
There sillie 1, like thirsty soule did fare, 
To drink their fill would Tentnre for to drowne: 
Tlien did the height of mj inhaustdesiw 
Oiaunt me a little leasure to aspire. 

The Dolphyne,* then, of France, a comelie knight, 

Disguised, came, by chaunce, into a place, 
Whore I, well wearied with the heats of Hgk^ 
Had layd me downe, for warre had ceas'd his chaco; 
And, with rcproachfull words, as " layzie swaine/** 
He did salute me, ere I long bad layne. 

I, knowing timtka was mine enemio, 

A bragging Frenchman, (for we tearm'd them so,) 

111 brook'd the proud flisgrace he gave to roe. 
And, tlu'folbre, h nt the Dolphyne such a blowe 
As ■w arm'd hia courage well to lay about, 
Till he was breathlesse, though he were so stout 

* Daiqpkki. 
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At last, the ooble Prince did aske my name, 
Mj birth, my calling, and my fortunes past; 

With admimtion he did heaie the Mane, 
And so a bagge of crownes to me he oast ; 

■ And when he went away, he saide to mee, 
Se?enoake, be proad, the Dolpbyne fought with thee ! 

When Engliih had obtainde the vieforie^ 
We crossed backe the gntdginge seas agalne. 

Were all my friends supposed warre to be 
For vice and follie, virtue's onlie bane : 
But see the simple, how they are di ( f av'dp, 
judge that horrour honnour hath bereav'd. 

For, when my lo^tdiex'a ftne was laid aside. 

To be a Grocer once againe I framdc ; 
And He which rules above my steps did puide. 
That, through his wealth, Sevenoake in time was iam'de 
To be Loxd Haior of Lmdon by degree, 
Whete Jnatloe made ne sway Wth eqvitie. 

Gray haires made period unto honour's call, 
And firostie Death had furrow'd in my face 
Colde winter gashes, and tosommers fall. 
And Minting Natnre left my mortall place ; 
For with the date of flesh my life decayde. 
And Sevenoake died ; for eveiy flowec mnst fode. 

By testament, in i^ent, I built a towne, 
And briefly eaUed it Sevenoi^ fiom ny name $ 

Aftee-sehode to sweete learning, to lenowne, 
I plac'de for those that playde at honom^s game ; 

Both land and livinge to that towne I gKre« 
Before I tooke possession of my grave. 

Thither I bare my flesh, bat leave my Ame, 

To be a president for London wights ; 
And you that now behold fair vertue's maime, 
Thinkehe in happie, for his countreye fights ; 

For, for my guerdon to this pleasant field, 

My caikas did my dying spirit yeeld. 



SIR JOHN DE WELLES. 

Sir John de Welles, son of John de Welles ^ of the city 
of Norwich, was a liveryman of the Company of Grocen, 
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Lord Mayor of LoDdoQ in 1181, in 4ho lOth year if King 
Heniy the Sixth, tad lepreieiitative ler llie City ef Lon- 
don in four parliaments. The family of De Welles is of 
g^eat antiquity, as may be seeu in Uu(/dale, whose 
authority, however, does not clearly prove from which 
, branch Sir John was descended. The principal estates of 
the family were in Lincolnshire ; and it is certiiiri that, from 
1299 to 1421 , one of the branches wa^ possessed of a 
Barony by writ. Leo de Welles, the last who hehl the 
JBarony, was slain in 1461; when, being attainted, iiis. 
honours became forfeited. Sir John de Welles, according 
to Stowe, " bnilded the Standard in Chepeside/' and 
wat« a]so» a great benefaetor to the new building of the 
chapel by Gnildhallp uliioh was pnlled down, a lew yeara 
ago, to make way 4ot the new law eonrts. He, alflo» bmlt, 
at hia own eoat, ihe eonih able ef the eMr of Saint 
Antiiolin^a ehoreh, which/' says the City Hiaterian, by 
'** his picture, (strangely there found,) iiis motto, and 
•* armes, doth yet plainely appeare and he left, by will, 
a sum of money to repair the highway leading from London 
to Westminster.* This was substantially performed, under 
letters patent from the king, by bis executors, Thomas 
Knowles and John Cbichley. 



SIB STEPHEN BROWNE. 

Sir Stephen Browne, son of Jobm Browiuit of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, was Lord Mayor of London in 1438, 
the 17th year of King Henry the Sixth, and Member of 
Failiament for the City in 1453* In hta mi^oralty, wheat 
waa at the extraordinary price of three ahillingathe bnahel, 
and, 80 great waa the dearth, that bread waa made of 
▼etohea, pease, beana, and fem-roota.t The famine waa 
'eonaidefably alleviated by ^ condoet of Sir Stephen, who 
aent into Fmaaia, and caused to be brought from thenee 

* Anold's Chroniele. t Siryiie. 
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certain ships laden with rye, which was a great relief in 
80 extreme a necessity. 

Fullers account of this action of Brovme^s is so curious, 
and so quaintly worded, that I cannot retrain from inserting 
it verbatim, ** He was Lord Mayor of London in 1438» 
*^ in wliich year happened a great and general fanune, 
oanaed mneh by nnseasMieble weather, bat more by 
" some (huckstering) hnsbandmen, who properly may be 
termed kmmt$» m gram, insomuch Aat wheat was sold 
for three sUliiags a bnshel, (intollerable» according to 
the standard of those times,) and poor people were 
forced to make bread of fearn- roots. But this Sir 
** Stephen Browne^ sent certain ships to Danz, whose sea- 
'* sonable retnrn with rye suddenly sunk graiu to reasonable 
•* rates, whereby many a lang^uishing life was preserved. 
** He is beheld one of the first merchants who, in want of 
** corOf shewed the Londoners the way to the barn-door, 
I mean Into Spmseland, prompted by charity (not 
oovetoasness) to this bis ad?entare. It may be said 
** that, since his death, he has often relieved the city on the 
like occasion, because, as ^msMicAiii well obeerretb, 
** Amdor ut hanorum BtqumUum, qui honum r9lm^[mi 

SIR THOMAS CANNYNG. 

** The noble merchant 
Who, living, was for his integrity 
** And upright dealing, (a rare miraols 
In a rich dtken,) Xxmdoii's beat bonovr.*' 

The family of Cannyng, or Canning, were originally of 
Bristol, and belonged to that class which has contributed 
so largely towards the splendour, the honour, and, it may 
be added, the cespeetability of the English nafion.*-They 
were Merchants. 

WiUiam Cannyng was of distinguished eminence as a 
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piincipal merchant and foreign trader^ as the friend and. 
palroD of leamiiig and religion^ the able magistrate and 
ehaiitabie betfefaotor .of bis ciij, (BrUUd,) the wealthy 
and the wise, ($apkn1uinimM» ei ditisimuB, says WUUam 
Iff Woreeaier,) he was the second son of John Catmyn^, 
Mayor of Brkiolm 1892 and 1888, the son of WUHam 
Camnyngy six times mayor, buried in St. Mary*s Chapel, in 
the Churcli of St. Thomas.* 

John Cannyitii inherited a considerable estate from his 
father^ and pursued a mercantile life, increasiug bis for- 
tuue by marryiog Joan, dan^litor and heiress of John 
and Margaret Wot ton. He leit liis children, in mou cy, 
£72 : 12 : 0 each, which at that period was esteemed a con- 
siderable sum, when wheat was 4J. per bushel, a fat ox 
sold for St. 4d, and a sheep for 16d. 

nomas Canmyng, who, at his father's decease, was ten 
years old, was sent to London, where be became a Grocer, 
and served the office of Lord Mayor in 1456 •$ while ' 
WiXUam, bis brother, who bad remained in bis native 
place, and had been bred ap to merchandise, in which he 
was very snccessfol, was chosen Mayor of Bristol; so that 
the first and second cittes in the kingdom had two brothers 
for Mayors in the same year. 

On reference to Rymer'a Fcedera.f I find two curious 
documents, which prove the estimation in which the 
Canny nga of Bristol were held by their sovereign. They 
are in the form of recommendatory letters from King 
Henry the Sixth, in 1449 ; one to the Master-General of 
Prussia, and the other to the Magistrates of the City of 
DantziCt both in behalf of two of Cannynys factors, 
residing in Prussia ; requesting all possible favour aod 
countenance to be shown them. The king stiles Cannyng 
" his beloved, and an eminent merchant of his City of 
*• Bristol." 

The followmg is a brief sketch of the pedigree of this 
family. 

• Barratt's History of Bristol. Cony's ditto, 
f Vol.xi. p.»M* 
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William Cannyngf, 
six times mayor of iiristol, 
tpe £. iij. 



T 



John Camunge. 



I 



John Camunge. 



T 



John Camunge^ cf *11ioinaa Canninge,=pMargaret, daw. 
Biutol. (Stowe.) of Foxcote,ca War- 
wick, jure uxore, 
tpe H. vi. 



andheirof John 
Solman,ofFox- 
rotp, CO. War- 
wick. 



Cannings, of Foxcote. 
See page 291. 



"I 



Sir Thomas" Canninge, Sir William ( uminge, JdmCaoninge. 
Kt Citizen & Grocer, Kt. ob. 1474, bu. in 
Lord Mayor of London, Redcliffe-church, Bris- 
anno 1456. tol, (vide llowluy's 

Poems,) which he re- 
bdlt ; five times mayor 
of Bristol. 



• From this Thohab Is deseended the Rmrt Hon. Oiobos Cammimo, 
eleeted a Brother.Orocer in 169i. See aecoiuit of his life, page 280. 
The pedigiee of this femllj prinfed ia Bsnatfs HiHory of Brbtol is 
ineorreet. 



• < 
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The period of Li.s Mayoralty was very tumultuous, riots 
taking place frequently. The most violent and dangerous 
of these was suppressed by Sir Thomas Cannyng^ whose 
firmness on the occasion merits to be recorded. In 1456, 
a simple and passionate young mercer, who bad been 
denied the liberty, or had been punished, for wearing a 
dagger in Italy, contraiy to the laws of that coontiy, vbere 
he had resided for some time^ being returned to this city, 
met an Italian in Cheapside with a dagger by his side, 
which so enraged htm, that^ without considering the dif- 
ferent laws and customs of countries, he insolently told 
him that as the English were not allowed to wear swords 
in Italy, neither ought he to wear any weapon in England. 
The Italian, sumew Lat iiritated at this manner of address, 
returned an answer not agreeable to the furioas temper of 
the young censor, who not only snatched the stranger's 
dagger from his side, but broke his head with it.* The 
injured foreigner applied to the Lord Mayor for redress, 
who, greatly concerned at the indignity offered to the 
stranger, summoned the mercer to appear and answer the 
complaint next day, at the GuildhaU, before him and a 
lull Court of Aldermen. They committed the aggressor 
to Newgate, he not being able to urge any thing in alle- 
Tiation of his offence. But the servants of the Mercery 
way-laid them near the end of Lawrence-Lane, in Cheap- 
side, and rescued the prisoner in a tumultnous manner; 
after which the baser sort of the populace, availing them- 
selves of the conlusion, rose in a body, and, running to 
the houses of the most eminent Italian merchants, pillaged 
them. The Mayor and Aldermen, assisted by a number 
of the principal citizens, seized upon divers of the ring- 
leaders, and committed them to Newgate. The tumult 
was not appeased without some bloodshed, and the offender, 
who contrived to escape, took sanctuary in St. Peter'% 
Westminster, till the affair was finally determined.t The 

* De Worde. Ad. Polychron. Maitiaad. 
t Fabimn's Chronicle. 

s 
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CovRt irere abunned at Uie le^ogt of fio^ femSag U 
miglit prove the beginoing of tRMiblet Bgaiost the Stelo 
hf the laetioii of the XM» ^ Todb. The Queen flent 
ieto the City the J>uk99 of Exeier mid Bvckinffham, and 

others of tbe nobility, with a special commission to asaist 
the Lord Ala^or aud Aldermen m the trial and punishment 
of tbe transgressors. But, white the Mayor, as chief judge, 
assisted in the Commission by the said nobles, was calling 
tbe panels of tbe inquest at Guildhall, the rabble assem- 
bled in greater numbers than before, and uttered loud 
threats of vengeance if the trial of their fellow-citizens 
was persisted in. The Commissioners were 80 alarmed at 
this, that they, without ezeouting their Commission, hastily 
took leave of the Mayor and retired from the bench. 

The Lord Mayor, wisely considering that if a stop were 
not suddenly put to the dangerous {iractices of the mnt- 
titnde, ail goveniment of the citf wonU be at an end, 
snmmoned a Common ConnoO, oldeied alt Wardens to 
assemble their feUowships in thdr respeetive Halls, and 
there to charge e^eiy member to keep and nse the best 
endeavonrs to maintain the pe^oe of the city ; and, if they 
should disooTor any persons faTonring riotous assemblies, 
or the forcible deliTery of persons committed to prison, 
they should, by gentle means, try to dissuade them, and 
give their names privately and expeditiously to the Mayor. 
By SDch excellent measures an effectual stop was put to 
the riot, tbe Comniissioners returned to tbe city, and, in 
conjanction with tbe Mayor, tried and condemned divers 
persons. Three were afterwards banged at Tyburn, and 
Beveral others amerced in pecuniary mulcts. 

SIR JOHN CiROSfilK 

" Happy were LondoB, if, wWblo ber welle, 
** 8h» had Duy siidi fkh men.'' 

The Company of Grocers liavc reaaou to refer, with 
feelings of pride and satisfaction, to the name of Sir John 
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Chrot^, as to that of one' of their most bononiaMe mem. 
ben. Among^ the many emineiit citizens of LondoD, 

whose wealth and extensive dealings, when trade was in 
its infancy, contributed to lay the foundation of that com- 
mercial pre-eminence for which this kingdom is celebrated, 
was Sir John Crosbie. That his family was ancient and 
highly respectable is pertain, although a silly tradition re- 
specting him was current in the time of Stowe, who says, 
" I have heard that he was named Crosbie, of being found 
*' 5y a cross.'' This absardity is effeotuallj negatiTod bj 
the following pedigree : — 

JOHAN DE CrOSSEBIB, 

King's Clerk in Chan- 
cery, tpe Bd. ij. 



Sir John Crosbie, 

tpe Ef], iij. 
Kt. and Aid. of London. 



T 



John Crosbie, Esq. 
Called in a Patent of Hen. iv. 
" The King's Servant.** 



1st Wife, Annys,=pSir John Crosbie, Kt.=2d Wife, Anne Ched- 
OT Agnes. - - - ... 



ibunder of Grosbie- worth, hie Widow, 
house. Aid. and Sher. m 1475. S.P« 
of London, M.P. for 

the said citv. Died in 
1475, buried at St. « 
Helen's. 



Johanna Talbot, 
otherwise ClOS- 
bie. 
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The fint mention that occun of John Crot^ in onr 
reeordsy is in the will of Henry Lord Scrope, of Masham, 

who was beheaded at Southampton, for bemg concerued, 
with Richard Karl of Cambridge and others, in the plot 
against Menry V., and who left him ** a woollen gown with- 
** out furs, and one hundred shilling's."* 

In the seventh year of Edward IV. we fiud Sir John 
Croshie returned to parliament as representative for the 
City of London, together with Ralph Jocelfu, Thomas 
Urswiekf Recorder, and /o^Jt Warde. He was soon alter 
elected anAlderman, served the office of Sheriff in 1470, 
and, finally, vas promoted to the important post of Mayor 
of the Staple,t at Calais. 

In 1470, also, he attained the honour of Knighthood, 
which was coiilerrtd upun himself and eleven others in the 
field, by King Edward the Fourth, for their fidelity and 
valour in resisting- the attempts of the bastard Faiconbridge 
to surprise the City. 

In 1471, Crosbie was appointed one of the Commis- 
sioners to settle the differences with the Dulre of Burgundy, 
and to treat with the Governors of the Hanse Towns.;]: 
He had previonsly served, on several occasions, the office 
of Warden of the Grocer's Company, to which he made 
some liberal bequests in his will. 

Siowe, in describing the magnificent mansion in^Bishops- 
gate-Street, known by the name of Crosbie- House, says, 
*• It was built by Sir John Crosbie, Grocer and \\ oolnian, 
** in the time of King Edward the Fourth, in place of 
" certain tein ments, demised to him by Alice Ashfield 
'* and the Convent of Saint Helen's, for 99 years ; — viz. 

from 1466 to 1565, and was finished in 1471. This 
« house he builded of stone and timber, very large and 

• Rymer's Foedera, ix. 278. Dugdale bar«^. i. 660. 

t *' The English word staple is, in the civil law Latin style of those 

times, temed tttMU eiiqiartiMi, that is a flsed port or mart for the im* 
'* porting of necdiandiM. Fkom whence, piobablyt the contracted 

word stapUf used, with some small Tariation of orthogn^Ay, allOTer 
« Europe, has its derivation."— >i»4er«m'« Iftftory^tf Cmmate* 

I R]r»er'a Foedera, xi. 7S8. 
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•* beMtifiil, being esteened, «t tNit fiim, the bighwl in 
*' London. Sir John died in 1475: so short s fpneo 
enjoyed he that snmptnoas bailding." The nansion 

is described as a re§vdence fit for a prtnce; and, soon 
after its founder's deatl>, was actually inhabited by royal^ 
itself, in the person of the Duke of Gloucester, Lord 
Protector, afterwards Klchard the Third. 

Althotig^h Sir John Croshie inherited a liberal patrimony, 
be early embarked in trade, and, by his success, consi- 
derably augmented his wealth ; the extent of his dealings 
u proved by his iatimaoy and connection witlji the .FWmN 
hal^, of Fknenee, who, with the JBMkh 

were the gienl 
bankers and engrossers of the commeroe of Europe.* 

Sone notion may he formed of his property by the pfo- 
vhrions made in his wiO, oC whkh te foUowrag is an 
abstniet The will is dated Mareh 1471* «id was proved 
6lh Fehnmiy 14f After bequeathing oonsideinble snou . 
to the nnns of St. Helen's, HoUwell, Stratford and Siont 
to the Angostin and Cmtflhed Friars, tlia iiriars, minors, 
preadieriv and oarmefites, the Hos|ntal of St. Mary willioiil 
Bishopsgate, Bedlam, St. Thomas Southwark, Elsing and 
St. Bartholomew, the minoresses and the Charterhouse, and 
to the gaols of London and Southwark, for their prayers and 
relief, and instituting a solemn obiit annireTsary, or twelve 
months' mind, at which the Grocers' Company were to assist, 
(and, after the decease of his wife and all his executors, they 
were to be the trustees for that purpose,) he gave to the 
repair of St. Helen's Cliufch five hundred marks ; and liis 
arms were to be seen in Stowi^* time, both in the stone- 
work, timber, roof, and glazing; among poor bcnsekeepers 
in Bishopsgate ward £80; to the repair of Hanworth 
Chaieh, Middkesex (the manor of whioh belsnged to Um),f 

• See the letters nf this family in the British Museum. 

t Mr. Gough, who wrote a very brief memoir of Sir John CrosbUf 
is ndfltaken to his a<Nu«otav0 Hut 8k Jhhm paiekMeA his aasMr of 
l li m s st lH ia «0BSf^tM6 «f Msg iwaissd • Iwg^fMoaa ta tiai«> 
Th« mmn mcl adwi t s s n «f Hsawoftb, mMemed in ta l a rtiu ment of 
Edward ths Blsek Priaoe, appear to hare belonged to the Sir John who 
was AMsrauu of London, in tho reign of Bdwaid III* and wero man- 
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£40; of Biflhopsgate and LoDdon-Wall £100 ; towards 
making a new tower of stone at the south-east of Loo- 
don-bridge, if the same were begun by the Mayor 
and Aldermen, within ten years after his decease, £100; 
to the repair of Rochester-bridge £10 ; to every prison 
in London liberally. Also, he gave to the Wardens and 
Commonalty of the Grocers in London, two large pots of 
silver ehased^ parcel-gilt, weighing thirteen ponnds five 
otinces, troy weight, to be nsed in their Common Halt* 
To his daughter Johanne two handred marks ; to his wife 
£2000, aa ber dower, besides all her and his olothea and 
fnrnitnre, and his lease nnder the Prioress of St. Helen's, 
for her Kfe. The above snms were to be raised by sale of 
his manor at Hanworth, and other lands in Feltham in the 
same county, within two years after bis decease ; or, if 
there were a sufficiency \vitbout such sale, the estates to 
go to his wite, or the child she might chance to be great 
with at his death ; or, in default thereof, to his daughter 
Joan and ber heirs; failing tiiese, to his eonsin Peter 
CkrUtBmas and his heirs ; and, in default thereof, to the 
Grocers' Company, to be sold, and the arnonot divided 
among themselves, 'and in charitable uses, as in his will 
spedfied. Onr historians celebrate the liberality of this 
worthy eitinen in these public repairs.t The lesidne of hit 
effects, after the decease of his last wife being distribnted 
agreeably to his will, one instance of this distribution 
remains to the church of Theydon Gernon, in Essex, 
commemorated in the following inscription, in raised letters, 
on a stone in the south face of the steeple : — 

Pray for the aouUaqf Sir John Crosbu, Knyght^ late 

*' Ahin-man and Grocere of London; and, alsoe, Dnme 
** Ann^ and Annya, his tcyveSy of whose godys was gevyn 
" ...... it toward the makyng qf tkys tiepyUf ao V*. . 

" fwdTni, 1620.$ 

mitted to the trust of Thomu Rigby till the next John Crosbie, the heir 
ud « King's swraBl,'' sttsiiMd Iris iiiiuorlty.-kI. B. H. 
• AUhonitL tlMie Is a MJledlitl of tk«C«ii|MDr^plstointbei*. 

cords of that psilod I MiiBOt find any trace of these " pots." As articles 
of less yalue ave oarefnlly Qoted, these would hardly hart beau omitted. 

t Gough. 

t Morant, ia bis History of Essex, says the steeple was finished this year. 
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SIR JOHN F£CM£, KNIGHT. 

Sir Jakn Pe€^$, Kniffhi, was desceDded from CHlbiri 
de PedU, who was suminoDed to Parliament as a Baron 
of tins realm, in the 13th year of King Edward II. He 
had two sons, Sir WiUiam Pwhe, and Sir Rahert P€ch$, 
who both aeeompanied King Edward I. in his victorious 
expedition into Scotland, in the 28th year of his reigo, and 
assisted at the siege of Carlaverock in that kingdom : for 
which service they, with their company, received the houour 
of knighthood. 

Sir John Peche, Knight, bought the manor of Lulling- 
stone, in Kent, from the representatives of Gregory de 
'Rokesley^ Lord Mayor of London, in the year 13G1 ; and 
the same year, making it his seat, he obtained from Edward 
III. a charter of free warren for all bis lands there, which 
was the next year again confirmed to him. 

He died in the 4th year of King Richard IL, possessed 
of JjaUingstone, when it was found, by inqaisition taken 
after hb death, that he was then seized, jointly with Maiy 
his wife, of one messuage, two hundred and fifty aoies of 
arable land, tiiree acres of meadow, tweWe acres of wood, 
60i«. rent, and forty-two hens in Lnllingstone andPeyfrere, 
of the feoffment of John Canttaniyn, Edmund de Clayey 
and Richard Peche, which premises were held of the King 
as of the honour of Leedes, as the fourth part of one knight's 
fee, by the service of one pair of gilt spars, of the price 
of 6d. 

He was succeeded in his estates by his son Sir William 
Peche, Knig^ht, whose widow, the Lady Joan, died, seized 
of them, in the lith year of King Henry IV. and lies 
buried in St. Mat-y Wolnoth Church, in London. 

Their son. Sir John Peche, Knight, at his death, 
which happened April 5th 1487, was found to be seiaed 
of the manor of LulUngstone Reese, and Lnllingttone 
Peyfrere, and Cokerhurst, with their appurtenances, wbieb 
were held of the King as of the Duchy of Lancaster. He 
is interred in LuHingstone Church; and on his giave-stoiie 
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the arms of this family still remain viz. Azur$f a Son 

rampant, ermme, a la queue fourchie, crowned or. 

He left a sod. Sir John Peche, and a daughter EHxa* 
heih, who married John Hart, Esq. 

This Sir John Peehe was a man of great reputation 
at that time, bein^ created a Knight Banneret, and made 
Lord-Deputy of Calais. He was sheriff of Kent, in the 
10th year ot Kins^ Henry VII. ; in which year, when the 
Lord Audley and the Cornish men, who had risen in 
support of Perkin Warbeck, would have collected pro- 
visions and men lu that county, he, with other gentry of 
it, valiaatly opposed them, and ohliged them to turn towards 
London : soon after which tbey were vanquished on Black- 
heath. 

During his lifetime he paid £500 into the hands of the 
Masters and Wardens of the Grocers' Company, in London, 
of which he was free, for the performing of certain obits, 
alms-deeds, and works of piety for his soul's health, esj)e- 
cially for the maintaining of the ahii.<.houses founded by 
him, at LuHingstone, tor keepings a solemn obit, yearly, on 
the 1st of January, in the church of that place, and for the 
paying of dd«. 4d. yearly to the parson of LuUingstone, 
and his successors. 

He died, seized of LuUingstone manor, and was buried 
nnder a magnificent monument in LuUingstone Church, 
leaving hui wife, the Lady Elisabeth, surviving, to whom 
King Heniy YITL, of bis special favour, b his 31st year, 
granted an annuity of ten marks for life. 

On his deatii, without issue, Elizabeth, his sister, was 
found to be bis heir ; u{)on which her husband, John ilart, 
of the Middle Temple, Esq., counsellor at law, in her 
right, became entitled to these premises.* 

* iUl»ted'« Hist. Kent, 1, p« Sll, et seq. 
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SIB H£NEY KEBLE. 

The events oooneeted with the life of this worthy and 
charitable citizen are of so little interest, that they are not 
worth recording, and I should not have inserted his name 
in this place, did not his munificenoe and generosity entitle 
him to rank among the eminent members of the Groeers* 
Company. Hmnf KMe, or Hmy KgyhtU, as he b 
styled in the Company's books, was the son of €ttorg$ 
JSusto, Grocer, of London ; he was six times If aster of the 
Gfocers' Company, was made an Alderman in 1508, and, 
finally, presided over the City as Lord Mayor, in 1510. 
He gave the sum of oue thousand pounds towards the 
building and finishing of his parish church of St. Mary 
Aldermary in Budge Row. Strype, describing this church, 
mentions this fact in the following terms: ** Henry Keble 
*• aforementioned, deceased, and was here buried in a 

vault by him prepared, with a fsax monument raised over 
" him on the north side of the choir, now destroyed and 

gone. He gave, by his testament, XIOOO towards bnild- 
** ing of that chnrch, and yet was not pemitted a iesting 
'* place for his bones theie."* 

Sir ffmry KMt*9 bequests to the Gfocen^ Company 
are thus partioulariied in the report made by the Cbaieiif- 
MUmm^B fw inqmrkig eoneerminff Chanties, appointed by 
Parliament in 1818. 

Sir Henry Kehyll, knight and alderman, by his will, 
•« dated 20th March 1514, devised to the Grocers' Com- 
** pany two messuages, with -d [,^arden and other appurte- 
■* nances, in Broad-alley, in the parish of Saint Margaret 
•* JLothbury ; and also that great messuage, with the garden 
** and appurtenances in the parish of St. Peter the Poor ; 
" and also a piece of ground, with the stables and other 

* StfyiHs's edition of Stow«*ft Sntvaie. Tbit monaaMnt wm taken 
dewB, and other peraons buried in hit vanlt. 
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" bouses erected thereon, in the parish of St. Olave, in 
*' the Old Jewry ; and directed, after various paymeots to 
'* superstitious uses« that the said Company, with the rents 
** and revenues thereof should pay weekly to seven poor 
" men of the mystery of Grocers, such as had been lease- 
" holders or occupiers of the same mystery, in the City of 
" London, and fallen into decay and poverty, 3s. 6d, ster* 
" ling ; that is to say, to each 6d, Such poor men to be 
** selected by the Wardens and Associates of the said 
** mystery oi' (jiuccrs, for the tinio being, as room of 
" any of the said seven persons happened to be void." 



SIR WILLIAM LAXT0N. 

This worthy member of the Company was the son of 
John Laxion, of Oundle, in the county of Northampton ; 
** be was bred a Grocer in London, says Fuller^* where 
" he so prospered by his painefuU endeavours that he was 

** chosen Lord Mayor, anno Domini 1544,** He founded 

an almshouse and " a free scliool, at Oundel, with con- 
** venient maintenance, well maintained at this day by 
** the Worshipfull Company of Grocers, f and hath been, 
** to my knowledge (continues tliu same author), the 
" nursery of many scholars most eminent in the uui- 
" versity."J 

The beneficence of Sir William is recorded in the two 
foUowIng inscriptions, which are placed over the entrance 
to the school'house : — 

Unidlai natUB, Londim pwia tabore 
LiuUonut potuitf gemihiu putrit^ Uvamen, 

' Worthies of England, vol. ii. p. 173. 

t The bequest is entered in the books in the (ollouing terms :^ — " The 
" bequeste of Sir William TMixtnn, of rerlaiue lands in London, to this 
** Companie, for finding; a fir.- St ole, and maintaining of cerlaine poor 
** persons, is accepted by them, with thanksgiving for his genlil reinem- 
** braance." 

t Worthiei of England, vol. ii. p. 179. 

p2 
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AOXdi ^iiMw^^if vtviK^oi; tnetvona ^dt/AV^«? 

The Grocera' Company have ever taken great intereit 
in tbe wellkre and prosperity of this school ; and, anch was 
the importance they attached to it, that, even in times 
when education was less considered than at present, they 

deemed it necessary to investigate its progress, personally ; 
and, accordingly, a deputation, consisting ot the Wardens 
and two or three senior members of the Court of Assistants, 
was, from time to time, ordered to hold a visitation at the 
school : their proceeding's were circumstantially detailed in 
a report, regularly ioserted among the Company's pro- 
ceedings. 

These reports are interesting and form a curious illus- 
tration of the manners of the times at which they were 
drawn up ; one of them, entered in the books on the 6th 
July 1650, is well worthy of perusal. The visitations to 
Onndle were held to be so essential, that a special obsef" 
vation was made in the Company's joomals when any thing 
occurred to interrupt them : on the 18th June 1644. is 
the following minute: — " Ordered, that the visitation of 
*' Oundle School be this year forborne in regard to the 
" troubles of this kindgdom, and the danger of travelling." 
Tiiis was during the period of the civil wars at the latter 
part of the reign of Charles I, 

The most remarkable event which occurred in 1544, the 
year of Sir W, Laxton*s mayoralty, was the extortion, 
on the part of Henry VIII. of a sum of money from 
the City, by way of what was singularly termed a benevo- 
lence f The Lord Chancellor^ ihe Duke of St^olk, and 
others were deputed as Commissioners to assess tbe City.. 
They sent for the Lord Mayor and Aldermen to Baynard's 
Castle, where a sum was demanded from each of them.]: 
Rkhard Read, one of the Aldermen present, absolutely 

• Bridge ftnd Whalley't History «f NovthsmptoDiUi^ vol* ii. p. 411. 

t Maitland's History of London, toI. ii. p.iS8* 
t HvHie'i HiAtoty of England, rol. ir. p. tIT. 
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refused compliance, upon which he was forcibly enrolled 
as a private soldier, and sent to Scotland to serve in the 
army under Lord Evers. On the defeat of this General, 
Read was made prisoner; and, in addition to the hardships 
ke had already endured, was compelled to pay a large sum 
of money for his ransom. 

Sir WilUam Laxton died anno Domini 1556, and was 
iaterred in the chancel of St. Anthony's Church. 

lAUBENCB SHIREFF. 

This benevolent citizen, the founder of Rugby Free 
Grammar-School, one of the noblest and best endowed 

institutions of the kind in England, was bom at Rugby, in 
the county of Warwick * He has by some persons been 
meiitioned as a native of Brownsover, but that is an error, 
as there is a document extant which at once establishes 
the contrary, and that is a petition from the inhabitants to 
the Lord Keeper, about seventy years after the foundation 
of the School, in which he is specially mentioned as bcin- 
born in Rugby. He followed the business of Grocerie, in 
London, and was a Liverymen of the Company of Grocers, 
of which he was second Warden, in 1566, the year before 
his death. He appears to have been a tradesman of some 
eminence: for he had the honour of serving the royal 
family, either in his particnlar line of bnsiniBss or as a 
purveyor ; and an anecdote which is preserved, of him, in 
F^j^g of Martyrs, goes to establish the fact: he is 
there spoken of as " bmng a servant of the Ladif (after- 
wards Queen) Elizaheih, and sworn .unto her Grace;" 
and he himself calls her his *' gracious lady and mistress.** 
There is every probability that lie had some employment 
about the Court, as he describes, so minutely, what he 
had seen the day before, of the ^eat respect shewn to the 
r^dy Elizahcfh by Cardinal Fole and King Philip, in 
her chamber of presence. 

• Ackemsn^s Hielory of Colleges, &e 4to. 1810. 
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As this is the odIj historical circmnstaDoe known of the 
founder of Eugby School, it is worth relating. It shows 
him to have heen an honest man, of loyal principles, and 
of some degree of courage in niaintaiuing them, as from 
the reception he met with from the Commissioners before 
whom he laid his information, it is plam he was no favourite 
with them, or with the courtiers, of Queen Mary. 

Fox introduces his narrative by observing, that, though 
" it be not directly appertaining to the former matter, yet 

the name may here be not unaptly inserted, for that it 
'* .doth shew and discover the malicious hearts of the Papists 
'** towards this vertaous Qaeen, onr sovereign lady in the 
** the time of Qaeen Mary, her sister, which is reported 
" as a truth credibly told by sundry honest persons, of 
*' whom some are yet alivoj and do testify the same.** 

'* Soon after the stir of Wyaiit and the troubles that 

happened to Queen Mary for that cause, it fortuned to 

one Robert Farren a haberdasher of London, dwelling 
** near to New^jate Market, in a certain moruins;', to be at 
*' the Rose Tavern (from whence he was seldom absent), 
** and falling to his t oiimion drink, as he was ever accus- 
*' tomed, and having in his company three other com- 
** panions like himself, it chanced, the same time, one 
** Lawrence Shirefff Grocer, dwelling not far from thence, 
" to come into the same tavern, and finding there the 
*' same Ferrar (to whom of long time he had borne good 
*' will), sat down in the seat to drink with him. And Far* 
*' rtr, being in his full cops, and not having consideration 

who were present, began to talk at huge, and namely, 
" against the Lady Elizdbeih^ and said^' thai JiU had 
<* hem one of the chief doers of this rehelUon of Wyatfs, 
*' and hefore all he done, she, and aS the hereticke her 
" partakers, shall well understand it. Some of those 
*' hoj}e thai she shall have the crown : hut she, and (hey, 
" I hope, shall hop headless, or be fried with fagfjots^ 
** before she come to it* The aforesaid Laurence Shirejf, 
** Grocer, being then servant to the Lady Ellizabeth, and 
*' sworn unto her Grace, could no longer forbear his old 
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** acquaiutaDce and neighbour Farrer, in speaking so 
irreTereotly of liis mistress, but said unto him, — 
** * Fairer, I have loved thee as a nngkbour, and have haa 
-** a good opmkm iff tkee: iut, ktarimf of the* that I nam 
** kmr, I drfy iJuo, and ieU theM, I am her €hrac^9 own 
** Mtrwmi; and thou a princtBS^ and the daughter of a 
nobb king; and it iUbocameth tho§ to call her aJiU: 
For, by thy to waging, I Mag thou art a know, and I 
" win complain on ihee*'^* Do thy worst,* said Farrer, 
** * for that I will say again : * and so Shirejf came from 
** bis Company. 

Shortly after, the said Sldreff, takinn; an honest 
" neighbour with him, went before the Coniniissioners, to 
" complain. Tho which Commissioners sat at Bonner 
" the bishop of London's, house, beside St. PauFs; aod 
** there were present Bonner, then being chief commis- 
" sioner, the Lord Mordaunt, Sir John Baker, Dr. 
" DarbgMro, chancellor to the bishopt Dr. Storg, Dr, 
** HarpJSeld, and othera. 
" The afoiesaid SMr^ coming before them, declared 
die numner of the mud Farrof^o talk against the Ladg 
" EKxeAoth* Bonner answered, ^ Paradifenture you took 
him worse than he meant* * Yea, my lord,* said Dr, 
•* Sioi-ij, * If you knew the man, as I do, you would say 
** there is not a better Catholic, nor an honesler man, in 
" the City of London.*** 

" * Well,' said SJilrejf, ' my lord, she is my (jracious 
*' ladti and mistress ; mid it shall not he suffered (haf such 
*' a variet as he is, should call so honourable aprincessby 
" the name of a Jill. I saw, yesterday, in the courts 
** that my Lord Cardinal Pole, meeting her in her Cham- 
her of Presence, kneeled down on hie knees, and kissed her 
** hand. And I aUo eaw that King Philip, meeting her, 
** madeher Uke obegeance, and that hie knee touched the 
** ground. And then me thinketh it were too much to 
" e^fer eueh a varht aeheieto eaUher a JiU^ and to with 
*' them to hop headleee that ekaU lotfA her CSrace to etyoy 
" the poeteetmi of the crown, when God ehaU eend it to 
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" her as in the right of her inheritance* * Yea ; stay 
** there,' quoth Bonner, ' When God sendeth it to her, 
** let her enjoy it. But, truly,' said he, * the man that 
** spake the words you have reported meant nothing against 
** the Lady Elizabeth, your mistress ; no more do we. 
" But he, like an honest and zealous man, feareth the 
'* alteration of religion, which every good man ought to 
** fear ; and, therefore,* said Bonner, * good man, go your 
" ways home, and report well of us; and we will send for 
** Farrer, and rebuke him for his rash and indiscreet 
** words ; and, we trust, he will not do the like again.* 
** And thus Shireff came away." 

One natural inference to be drawn from this account is, 
that Shireff was well known to his neighbours as a friend to 
that reformation in religion which was so happily brought 
about by his gracious mistress, as soon as she had it in her 
power. There can be no doubt, that he was one of those 
*' heretics" that his neighbour Farrer ** hoped to see hop 
** headless, or frying amongst the faggots.** The warmth 
excited by the exclamation plainly shows, that Shireff felt 
the application ; and Bonner* s remark, that Farrer ** feared 
" the alteration in religion, which every good man ought 
** to fear;*' and immediately adding, " Good man, go your 
" ways home," demonstrates that the Bishop of London 
was not ignorant of this peculiarity in his character. 

Some of the items in Shireff s will are rather curious ; 
but they excite no objectionable ideas respecting him, 
only shewing he had a degree of harmless singularity in bis 
character : I allude to the directions relating to his funeral. 
He wills his body to be decently buried, in the church of St. 
Andrew*s, in Rugby, but the funeral to be first done in the 
City of London, whereat he will have a learned man to preach 
the word of God, and all other things meet to be done ; and, 
after that, his body to be decently carried to Rugby, and 
there buried, near the bodies of his father and mother. 
He gives £10 to be distributed, on the day of his burial, 
in Rugby, to all the poor people that shall attend it ; that 
is to say, to every poor man and woman twelve pence, and 
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to every poor eUld two pence ; and to the Hasten, War« 
dens» and Company of GBOCBBSy he leaves the sam of 
£13:6:8, of wfaioh ram he villa that je6:13:4 he 
bestowed on a recreation of the Company on the day of 

his funeral. 

The astonishing rise in value of part of the estates left 
for the endowment of Rugby-School, may be noticed as a 
concluding, and not the least curious feature, in this ac- 
count of Slnreff, The property alluded to, consisted of 
the site of a number of fine streets near the Foundling- 
Hospital, then called " Conduit- Mead/' and from which 
Lamb's Conduit Street takes its name. When unbuilt otk 
in 1669, this plot of ground only let for £20 a-year. In 
1686> it was leased for £50 per annum. ,In 1702, a lease 
was renewed to WtiUam Miiman, of forty-three yeaiB» 
at £60 a-year. In 1780» the annual produce was 
£116 : 17 : 6 ; and it was computed that» at die end of his 
lease, the vast tmpro?ements which were taking place 
would extend thoTalue of the rental to £1,600 per annum ; 
a much greater income has, in fact, arisen ; and the revenues 
will be considerably increased ou the termination of the 
present leases, 

SIR THOMAS LODGE. 

Sir Thomas Lodge, the son of WUUam Lodge, of 
Cresset, in Suffolk, was Lord Mayor of London in 1568. 
" He showed himself a magistrate of good courage,** says 
Sitype, " by this passage, which happened to him in his 

mayoral^.*' One Mdmard Sk$g^, an unworthy citiaen^ 
who, for some misdemeanor, lost the freedom of the City, 
but, upon submission^ obtained it agam, got to be a pur- 
veyor for the Queen; and thinking, as it seems, to offer 
some affront to the City, to nuke it ^e more public, seised 
upon certain of the mayoi's provisions ; and, out of twenty- 
two capons for the mayor's table, took twelve for the 
Queen, and that with much saucy language, not fit for the 
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chief mi^iitfBiCe of the City to iomto. Sir TkonuH node 
him mtore of the twelfe he had iakeoi and thieatoned 
him with the higgeat pair of bolts in Newgate* Bat away 
goes Ske(/(/s to the X^ord Steward, thep the Earl cf ArutM, 
thinking he had tale enough now against the City ; and the 
said Lord Steward and Sir Edward Eogm, the Comp- 
troller of the Household, gave too much ear to an ill man's 
complaint, aud presently wrote a very angry threi^OLDg 
letter to the mayor, composed in such a stile that, I be- 
lieve, seldom or never the like had been sent to so great 
and eminent a magistrate, and m immediate under the 
Crown. It beg-an and proceeded in this tenor : — 

** We are advised that you have much misused £<iwarci? 
" Skeggs, purveyor to the Qneen'a month, in making 
" provision for her highness'a own person, as in denying 
" him of taking of twelve capons of two-and-twenty^ and, 
^' of the twelve, delivered you six again, and for hu so 

doing yon gave him ill words* and threatening him to 

Newgate ; and gave commandment, the biggest pabr of 
*' bolts in Newgate should be set on his heels ; and saidj 
** the Lord Steward, neither the said Skeggs, dionld have 

none of you for the Queen's Majesty ; and further said 
** to him, if he took your capons any more, you would 
" send him to Newgate, and set on him so many irons as 
** his body could bear; calling him villain. 

For the which your misdemeanours, for that it is now 
" a contagious time of sickness, we now forbear to do 
" that, which hereaf ter we shall not forget to execute for 
** her Majesty's better service, and your better knowledge 
" of your boundea duty : charging you, in the mean time» 
" to permit him, and all others her Majesty's officers, for 
** the provision of her Majesty's most honoorable houselioldy 

to do their duty for the same : and if any of them shall 
«« do otherwise than to their duties appertainelli, advertise 

ns thereof and we shall hear what m^ be said therein ; 
' and» the matter proved, cause reformation and condign 
** punishment of the party offending." 

** From the Court, at Greenwich, the 19(h July, 1563." 

Arundel. £. Rogers. 
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The Mayor, being prudent, u well as sennble of his 
own qoality, and seeing this storm hanging over him» made 

what friends he could at the court; and, the plague being 
tbeii lii the City, he durst not come to the court, to justify 
himself, but wrote his letters to t^^o of his friends, the 
Lord Robert Dudley and Secretary d^cil, to acquaint 
them with the matter. That to the latter was to this pur- 
port : — 

** That, upon an true report of the said Skeggs, the 

Lord Steward and Mr. Comptroller had conceived great 
" displeasnre against him ; but be assured the Secretary, 
** that Sk€^*s reports were most untrue, and bis de- 
** meanor so intollerable» that, if the same were duly 

examined, be woold be judged an unfit man for the 
** place where he served ; as, if the contagious time were 
•* not such l>iit that he might repair to his answer, it should 

well appear. And that, if he aud such liko, were more 
'* to be credited than he (the mayor) was, he thought him- 
** self a far unmeet man for the place wherein he served. 
** Yet be had sufficient witnesses both of that man's 
" intoUerable comparisons and demeanours, and of bis, 
** the mayor's dealings with him, that he had not seen, for 
«< bis time, that the Mayor of London bad been so dealt 
** with. He prayed the Secretary to have consideration of 
** this his grief, as it might come in question tiiereafter, 
" for their threatening |)ortended a displeasure to come. 
** What they meant thereby, he knew not ; but that it 
" seemed very strange to be so threatened, upon the false 
** report of so slender a person ; and especially, he being" 
** of the City, so to be borne with against the state of the 
" same, whereat he kicked to bis simple power, because, 
" for his unjust dealing, before he was retained in the 
" Queen's service, he was disfranchised ; and afterwards, 

upon suit made, restored again." 

So warily, and yet with such a respect to the honour of 
his office, did Sir Thomas Lodge behave himself.* 

• This account \9. frotn Strype'^ " Relations of worthy Mayors," in 
the first volume uf hii» Survey ut London. 
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SIR JOHN RIVERS. 

Sir John Rivers was of an old and highly respectable 
Kentish family;* his father, Richard Rivers, of Ferislmrst, 
was steward of the lands of Edward Duke of Bucking- 
ham, and Sir Johth who was a member of the Grocers' 
Company, serred the office of Lord Mayor of London in 
1573, being the fifteenth year of the reign of Queen 
Elisabetli. His ucm Robert was also knighted^ and Ids 
grandson John RwarSt Esq. was created a baronet by King 
James I. ; and from him descends the present iSkr Henry 
Mhtre, 

The plague broke out ia Loudon during Sir John's 
mayoralty, and the Queen, out of tender regard to the 
welfare of her people, enjoined the Mayor not to give any 
entertainment at Guildhall on the day of his inauguration 
into ofiice, in order to prevent the assemblage of people 
nsnal on such occasions.f The Common-council took this 
opportunity to regulate the performance of stager-plays and 
interlndesy which, in an order of their conrt» they described 
as the occasion of much sin and e?il ; as the plays, being 
commonly acted on Sundays and bolydays, caused the 
churches to be forsaken and the playhouses thronged. 

The actors were allowed to " perform in private houses, 
" lodgings of noblemen, citizens, or gentlemen, for the 
" festivity of a marriage, assembly of friends, or any like 
** cause, without public collection of money of the audi- 
** tors or beholders." They endeavoured, in vain, to re- 
monstrate, and they were finally ordered that they should 
** not play openly till the whole deatiis ha?e been by twenty 
*' days nnder fifty a week." 




• Halstcd's History of Kent 
t MaiUand't Uiitofy of London. 
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SIR STEPHEN SOAME. 

The following monumeiital ioBcription in the ohnrch of 
little Thirlow, in Suffolk, gives the best accoont of Sir 

Stephen Soame and of lus laoiil^ 

Coniemted 
to the Memory 
of the Right Worshipful 8'. Stephen 
Soame Lord Mayor of the Citir of 
LondoD, in the year of our Lord 1598, an<I Mayor 
of the Staple there, almost 20 yeares, who was the 
Second Son of Thomas Soame, of Botely, alias Brtely, 
in the County of Norfoicke, Oentlenuui, and Anne, his Wife 
Paughler end heir of Francie Knighton, of Little Bradley 
In the Conaty of Snffolcke, Eiqnyer, and the Widowe id Richard 
Lehnnt, of the said TWne, and Connty, Oentlemna. The said Sir Stephen 
in his Life*time re>edified and newly Glazed the Great North Window of 
the Cathedral Church of S<. Paul m London. Newly settled and 

adorned at 

his own chlrge, the Roof of Grocers' Hall, in that city, gave to the 
same Company 10£ to be bestowed weekely in bread upon the poor PrI- 
aoneis of the Cooater In the Poultry of London, for ever* In this Towae of 
Little Thnrlow, erected and baylt a Free School^ with 90£ maintenanoo 

ftr a Haster, and 10£ for the Usher there, yearly for ever, where he 
erected and endowed an Almshouse besides for 0 poor people, with main- 
tenance for ever, the maintenance of both places to be paid by annu ity, 
forth of the Mannour of (Jarleton in Cambridgeshire. He departed this 
lifeliay 31 being Trinity Sunday, 1610, at the age of threescore and fif- 
toene yearesi at his Mansion honse, by him fonnerly buylt in this 
Parish of Little Thurlowe. 

The above epitaph reflects the highest honour on Sir 
SiepkiR Soame, both as a man and a Christian ; and» in 
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Older to show the grateful estimation in which he was held 
dnring his life by his brethren of the Grocers* Company, I 

annex the substance of two resolutions respecting iiiui, 
which are registered aiTioni^ the ordinances in 1G17: — 
The ofler of Sir StepJtm Soame to new ciel the Hall 
though it should cost him £500, is thankfully and love- 
ingly accepted, and the Company will allow £20 towards 
the same ;" upon this, workmen were ordered to begin 
the business. The ceiling was finished on the 22d October 
in the same year, and the whole thanks of the Company 
were voted to Sir Stephen for his great love and affection 
approved and manifested to them in " the full performance 
** and finyshing of the bewtyfall seeling of the Hall at his 
** owne greate and proper charges, therebye deserving to 
be regystred amongst the wortiiye benefactors of the 
** hoase" and for returning the £90 before paid lum in part 
hy the Wardens, as agreed on. He having, ont of 'his 
love to the Companie and bonnteoas disposicyon, yme- 
** diately retorin d the same to Mr. "Warden to the use of 
the Compaiiio, assuring them that he was very joyfull to 
see the sayd seeling soe well performed to the content 
aFid good Ivking- of the Companie, and that he thought 
the coste which he had disbursed soe well bestowed, that 
although the chardges had bene much more, yett he 
wold have borne the same wbolley himself, and soe he 
hartily and ohearfully accepted of their thankfuUnesse.'* 
It was therenpoD ordered that the said Sir Stephen Soajnt 
shoold be registered amongst the benefooton of the Com- 
pany. 

It should be stated, that Sir Sitphm was originally a 
member of the Weavers* Company, but, as be was ineligi- 
ble to the office of Iiord Maycnr ** on acconnte of belongyng 
to an inferior Companie and not one of the twelve greate 

Companies," he petitioned to be admitted a brother of 
the Company of Grocerii ; iiis suit was granted, and he was 
enrolled accordingly. 
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Sm HUMPHREY WELD. 

Strjpe states that Sir Humphrey Weld, citizen and - 
Grocer, was the sod of John Weld, of Eaton, in Cheshire, 
and that he served the office of Lord Mayor of LondoD in 
the year 1608. 

I^sons,* in tiaotng the descent of the manor of East 
Baraet, affirms it to ha?e been sold, in 1619, to Sir Join 
WMf and that Franen, the relict of Hua^hrty WM, 
conveyed it, in 1645, to WiOiam Small and TkomoM 
UrmtlWM* In 1608, ESi»\ mentions Banmes,. or Bahnes, 
the seat of iS'tV Georffe Whitmore, at Hoxton, to have 
been in the Welds of Cheshire, and quotes, in proof, the 
foUoNsing- entry from the register of St. John's, Hackney, 
in which parish that house is situate, ** Anne Welde, the 
•* daughter of John Welde, of LodcIoii, Esqniere, and of 
** Frannces, his wyffe, was born at Balraes, in the p'isshe 
" of Hackeueye, in the county of Midd. uppon the 27 

daye of September, A°. 1608, and baptized the same 
« daye." 

The same author, in explanation of this entry, after- 
wards exhibits, partly from the Harleian M8,| and partly 
from a collection of Shropshire pedigrees, lately in die 
tibrary of Mr, Chuffh, of Enfield, the foUowuig pedigree : — 

• EatiMMM of London, vol. ii. 

t History of Shoreditch. 

t 1427, fo. 106, ViMtotion of London, in 16M. 
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The Weld family were inhabitants of the parish of St. 
Giles-iu-the-Fields, at an early period, as the name of Mr. 
Edward Weld is mentioned in the assessment-book for re- 
buildine^ the church of that parish in l(v53. Humphrey 
Weldf Esq, eldest son of the Mayor, was many years a 
magistrate of that district, aod bis autograph, in that capa- 
city, occurs frequently in the parish books. Wild-street, 
IincolD*s-iDD-fields, or WM-^tteeU as it should be called^ 
occupies a portion of the bouse and groonds formerly the 
property of this gentleman. The mansion was built in the 
early part of the reign of Charles I. by Sir Edutard Slrad- 
linffy on ground then called Oldwick elo9e, and sold to 
Mr, Humphrey Weld in 1651 ; its mag^nitude sufliciontly 
indicates the opulence of the owner. The contemporary 
deeds describe this mansion as havinp: a centre and two 
wing^, and its street-iront as exlendiii;; 150 feet in 
breadth, and its depth behind, with the garden, 300 feet. 
One of the winces furnished a sufficient residence for the 
Countess of Exeier, and the other for the Portuguese and 
Spanish Ambassadors successively. 

It was in tbe year of Sir Humphrey Wehts mayoralty, 
that James I. granted to (he City, what was called his second 
charter, in wbicb the City liberties and jurisdictions were 
considerably extended, and the Mayor, Recorder, and 
Aldermen past the chair, were appointed justices of Oyer 
and Terminer. By this valuable charter, all the ancient 
rights, Uberties, and immunities of the citizens were con- 
firmed in the most ample manner, and the precincts of 
Duke's Place, St. Bartholomew's the Greater and Less, 
Black and White Friars, and Cold-Harbour, added to the 
bounds of tbe City. 

This year, also, Aldgate is stated to have been sub* 
" stantially and famously finished,*^ and that oyer one of 
tbe arched passages was fairly engraven, 

** Senatus populuaque JLondinemia 
" Feet 1609. 

** IJuinfrey Weld, Mqjor. 
* Stow«*s Survaie. 
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Dom Mwrffoni, wife of Sk Hwmfikrmf, by her will, 
dated 12tli Febntaiy 1022, guTe^ inUr alia, the aam of 
£iOO to the eharahwardeos and pariifaioiien of 8t Okie's, 

In the Old Jewry, in trust, to parohase lands and tene- 
ments, the rents of which were to be employed for a divi- 
nity lecture to be preached every Wednesday throu£:hout 
the year for ever, *' except from the 1st of June until the 
*• feast of St. Michael the Archangel." iSir John Frederic, 
also a member of the Grocers' Company, left £225 to be 
laid out in land to the valne of £12 a year, to be added to 
Lady WekFt lecture.* 

SIR PETER PROBT. 

Randolph Prohy, of the city of Chester, settled at the 
close of tlic fifteenth century, at Brampton^ in the county 

of Huntingdon, and, by a daughter of Bernard, Esq. 

had two sons, namely, Ralph of Brampton, who died in 1605 
without issue, and Sir Peter of Brampton, Citizen and 
Grocer, who was Lord Mayor of London, in 1622. He 
married Elizabeth, daughter, of John Thoroughgoodg of 
Chiven, in the county of Esiez, Esq. lea?ing fi?e sonsf 
and one danghter. 

His eldest son. Sir Hmuaf§ Proby, snoceeded him, and 
was Sheriff of Backs in 1600; he married Helen, danghter 
of Edward AUm, of Finchley, in the county of Middlesex, 
Esq. and, by her, had Sir Thomas, the first baronet in 1662, 
whomarried Frances daughter of Sir Thomas Cotton, of Con- 
nington, Bart., by whom he had issue, Thomas, who died 
unmarried, and Alice, who, by Thomas Wentworth, of 
Harrowden, in the county of Northampton, Esq. was mother 
of Thomas, first Marquess of Rockingham* Sir Thomas 
represented the county of Huntingdon in several paitia- 
ments; and died» without male issue, in 1689. He was 

• Endowed charities of London . 

t The second son was a considerable benefactor to Jesua College, 

Cambridge. 
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succeeded in his < states by liis brother John, who man icd 
Jane, daughter ol .S/r Richard Oust, Bart., ancestor of- 
the Earls of Brownlow. John died without issue male, 
in 1710, when his estates devolved to the heir male, 
William Proby, Esq., Governor of Fort St. George. His 
only son, John, represented the county of HuntiogdoQ io 
several parliameofs ; and, by the Honourable Jane Leveson 
Gomr, eldest daughter of John Lord Cfower, and grand- 
daughter of John Duke of Bedford, bad issue, among 
other children, Sir John Proh^t eldest son, member for 
Huntingdonshire, in three successive parliaments, K, B., 
Lord of the Admiralty iu 1757, a Privy Counsellor, and 
created Baron Carysfort, of Carysfort, in the county of 
Wick low, in 1752. Sir John married the Honourable 
Elizabeth Allen, sister and co-heir of John, third Viscount 
Allen, by whom he had John Joshua, the present and 
second Lord, who was advanced to the dignity oi Earl of 
Carysfort, in 1789, and created a Peer of England on the 
IStb of January 1801, by the title of Baron Carysfort, of 
Norman Cross, in the county of Huntingdon* 

In 1616 our Sir Peter Prohy, who had previously been 
appointed governor of the colony of Ulster, in Ireland, 
by special commission from the Kin;^ and the City of 
London, repaired thither, attended by divers of the most 
eminent citizens, to reg^ulnfe certain affairs belonging to 
the plantation, taking with huu two rich swords of state, 
as a present from the City, to be carried before the Mayors 
of Londonderry and Coleraine, the former having been 
some time before erected into a City, and the latter into a 
Mayor*town.* 



THOMAS, LORD COVENTRY, OF 

AYLESBOiiOUGll. 

Thomas Lord Coventry was descended from a long Hoe 
of ancestors, the first of whom, on record, was John Co- 
* M«iUaiid'« History of London. 

Q2 
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veniri/t Mercer, of tlie City of London, and Lord Mayor 
in the 4tli year of Henry VI. 

lit was born at Croome d'Abitot, in Worcestershire, in 
1578, became a g^entleman commoner of Baliol College 
Oxford at the age of fourteen, and, three years after- 
wards, was entered a member of the Inner Temple. His 
father Thomas CaveHiry, who died in 1606, having been 
one of the Jostices of the Court of Common Pleas, he 
punned hifl steps in the study of the municipal laws; and, 
in the 14th year of James !•» was chosen autnmn reader 
to the above society; in the month of November, in the 
same year, he was elected Recorder of London, and, in 
March following, constituted- Solicitor-Genenil, and re- 
ceived the honour of Knighthood at Theobald's. Four 
years afterwards he was made Attorney-General, and, 
from thence, advanced to the eminent. ofTice of Lord- 
Keeper of the Great Seal of Eng^land, by Kinr/ Charles 
in November 1625. He was created a Baron of the 
realm in 1628, by the title of Lord Coventry, of Aylesbury* 

Lord Clarendon says of him that *' he was a man of won- 
" derfal gravity and wisdom ; and understood not only the 
" whole science and mystery of the law: at least, equally with 
** any man who had ever sat in that place ; but had a clear 
" conception of the whole policy of the government both 
" of chorch and state; which, by the nnskilfulness of some 
** well-meaning men, justled each the other too much*** 
Further, continues the same author in another place, 
r** He discharged all the offices he went through with 
*' great abilities, and singular reputation of integrity; 

that he enjoyed his place of Lord-Keeper with an uni- 
•* versal reputation (and sure, justice was never better 
*' administered) for the space of about sixteen years, even 

to his death, t some months before he was sixty years of 
*' age" His patent of creation, as a Baron of the realm, 
enumerates the services rendered to the crown, and to 
the country at large ; and the foilowiog extract from it 

• Collin's Peerage, vol. v. 

t History of £iigliuid, volt. i. and Ui. 
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mil shew the estimation he stood in with the King: — 
*• Nos igitur in persona pradilecti ^ perquam fidelis 
** consUiarii nostri Thoma Coventry, Militis, custodis 
" magni sigilli nostri Ajiglice, gratissima et dignissima 
" servitia, qua idem consiliarius noster tarn preecha' 
** risnmo patri nostra Jacobo Regi beaiit memoria per 

muitot annoi, qwm nobis ah t/ww re^ nosiri primu 
" auspim»fidefiMwmetprHdmUu^ 
** wdutqute impenders non desuiU; necnon arcumtpec^ 
*' Honm, prtideniiam, sirenuitaiem, dextsritaitm, in- 
" U^riiatem, tndustriam, erga nos et Coronam nostra m 
■* €lflMlo henigno regali intime recolenles cunslantiam 
" et Jidelitateni ipsius Thoma; Coventry, MilUis, ^c. In 
" cujus rei, Ssc. T. R. apud Westm, deciv^o die Apr His, 
" anno regni Regis Caroli 4".*' 

One of the most honourable testimonials of this learoed 
Xiord's success in the discharge of his arduous fnnctioiiB as 
Chancellor, is borne by Fuller^ who says — '* I must not 

forget that it hath been observed, that never Lord- 

Keeper made fewer orders, which afterwards were 
** reversed, than this Lord Coventry ; which some ascribe 

to his discretion, grounding most of hb orders on the 
•* consent and compromise of the parties themselves inte- 
** rested therein, whose hands, so tied up by their own act, 

were the more willing to be quiet for the future/** 

Lord Coventry wns admitted a member of tlie Grocers* 
Company, in the year 1G27, and is the first lawyer who 
ever received that honour.f 

He died at Durham-House in the Strand, in London, 
on the 14th January 1629, and was interred at Croome 
d'Abitot, in the same vault with his father*. 

• Worthies of Enghtnd, voL iL p.470. 

t His Lordship must have been popular with the Company for several 
years before his admission into it, as 1 find in the books thnt, on the I6th 
Dec. twenty sugar-loaves, and snch other spices Jis tlie wardens 

should think fit, to the full value of X20, were ordered to be given to 
Lurd'Kteper Coteuiry^ ** mb, free and loving gratuity from the Court,** 
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CHARLES THE SECOND, by thr Gracb op 

God, Kino op England, Scotland, France, 
AND Ireland, Defender of the 1 aitii, &c. &c. 

Tn IGGO, tiie year of his restoration to the throne of 
England, His Majesty was graciously pleased to permit his 
name to be enrolled as a Member of the A\ orsliipf ul Com- 
pany of Grocers, and as their Sovereign Master for 
that year. The Company erected a statue of His Majesty, 
ID the Koyal Exchange^ in 1684, as a testimonial of their 
grateful respect and attachment to his Royal person. 

GEORGE MONK, DUKE OF ALBEMARLE. 

" He is a eul lier, fit to sUnd by Cassar 
** And give direction/' 

OtIuUo. AeilLSc,*, 

The details of the life and actions of this illustrious 
nobleman are so generally known that it becomes unneces- 
sary to repeat them here at length. He was descended of 
a family, settled, so early as the reign of Henry III. at < 
Potheridge in DoTonshire, vhere he was born, on the 6th 
day of December 1606, and was educated by his grand- 
father, Sir George Smithy with whom he almost entirely 
resided. As he expected no luheritauce from his father, 
Sir Thomas Monk,* he dedicated himself to the profession 
of arms from his youth. His father's reduced fortune was 
the means of exciting the first ebullition of spirit in him, 
and of compelling him to enter into military service at the 
age of seventeen, which was earlier than was iuteuded.f 
Sir Thomas, it appears, was in danger of being taken in 
execution at the time that King Charles the First made a 
progress into the west and came to Plymouth, to review 

• Biographical Dictionary, val. v. 
t Skinner's Life of Monk. 
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the forces intended for the Spanish expedition : and, bein^ 
willing to make an appearance saitable to bis rank on that 
occasion, he sent his son George to offer a prescMit to the 
under-shtnir of the county, and to entreat him not to 
execute bis warrant against bim at that particular time : 
the under-sheriff accepted the gratuity and promised for- 
bearance ; notwitbstanding wbicb, be afterwards publicly 
arrested Sir Thomas in the face of the eonnty. The young 
man was so irritated at this scandalous treatment of his 
father, that he went to £xeter» and, first upbraided, and 
then caned, the under-sheriff for hb double-dealing. The 
atto](ney immediately applied for legal redress, and, in 
order to avoid the suit, young Monk was obliged to shelter 
himself in the king's service. Whether this induced bis 
adversary to drop the prosecutiua, or whether the mutter 
was afterwards arraniifrd, is not known. 

George Monk began by serving- in the Low Countries, 
under the Lords Oxford and Gowring, In the civil wars, 
be at first adhered to the king, but, having suffered a 
tedious imprisonment for his loyalty, he entered into the 
service of the parliament. He signalized himself at the 
battle of Dunbar, where he had a principal share in that 
important victory. He was, subsequently, employed by 
GromtcwZI in reducing Scotland, which he did effectually, 
and was entrusted with the chief manat^ement of affairs in 
that kingdom.* He was iift. rwards the great instrument 
of the Restoration, and was rewarded with the Order of 
the Garter and with the Dukedom of Albemarle, by Charles 
the Second.f 

He signalized his courage in an astonishing manner in 
the memorable engagement with the Dutch, which began 
the 1st of June 1666, and continued four days. He was 
very near being overpowered by numbers, when he was 
joined, on the third day, by Prince Rupert, who ravished 
the victory from the enemy's hands. The last display of 
his courage, equal at least to any other act of his life^ was in 

* Granger's Biograpliical History, vol, iii. 
t Skinnef'B lofo of Monk. 
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exposing himself to the cannon-shot of the Dutch, wkeo 
they burned the Eogliih shipi at Chatham. Thia effort of 
valoor» which looked like mhneM, was then abaolntely 
neceaiaiy to encomge others to do theur doty. The Ioyo 
which the taamen entertaiiied for him had aa great an 
ittflnence on board the fleet as his personal bravery. They 
frequently called him " honest George 3Ionk*** 

General Monk was elected a m( ml)er of the Grocers* 
Company in February IGGO, and the treedoni presented to 
him at a mag^nificent entertainment, given at tiie Hail, the 
particulars of which are detailed at page 28. 

The Duke of AlbmarU deceased on the 4tfa of Jaooaiy 
leaving one son, named Christopher, who was ap* 
pointed Governor of Jamaica in 1687, and who died thm 
the same year, leaving no issoe. 

The remarks which I had occasion to make in relating 
' the life of Sir Nicholas Brember, respecting the partiality 
of historians, iu narratine: the actions of illustrious men, 
and colouring' them accorditig: to their own political feeling's, 
are nowhere more strongly illustrated than in the case of 
the Duke of Albemarle, Tlie contemporary writers, one 
and all, are loud in his praises as a loyal and devoted. sub- 
ject; hut those of more modem times differ in their opinions 
respecting hu moiiv€$ ; the facts, of course, they cannot 
alter. Never subject, in fact,* says Hwm, " pro-. 
" bably, in his intentions had deserved better of his king 
** and country. In the space of a few months, without 

effusion of l>lood, by his cautious and dinnterested con- 
" duct alone, he had bestowed settlement on three king- 

doms, which had long" been torn with the most violent 
*• convulsions. And, having obstinately refused the most 
** inviting conditions offered him by the King, as well as 
** by every party in the kingdom, he freely restored his 

injured master to the throne." 

Opposed to this are the sentiments of Charlu JawioB 
Fox, which he thus expresses " The nmy» by such a 

* €• ranger a Biographical History ol Liigliuid, >oLiu. 



Digrtized by Google 



filOGBAPHV OF BVINBNT MBUBBRS 



" cooGumnce of fortuitous circumstances as history teaches 
** us not to be aorprised at, bad faiieo iato the haads of 
*' one, than whom a baser could not be found in its lowest 

ranks. Personal courage appears to have been Monk*w 

only ?irtQe; reserve and dissimnlaCion made up the 
" whole stock of his wisdom. There is reason ta believe 
** that, from the general bias of the rresbyteriaiis, as well 
** as of the Cavaliers, monarchy was the prevalent wish ; 
*' but it is observable that, although the parliament was, 

contrary to the principle upon which it was pretended to 
" be called, composed of many avowed royalists, yet none 
*' dared to hint at the restoration of the King, till they had 
'* Monk's permission, or rather command to receive and 
" consider bis letters. It is impossible, in reviewing the 
** whole of this transaction, not to remark, that a General 
'* who had gained his rank, repntation, and station in the 
" service of the republic, and what he^ as well as others, 

called, however falsely, the cause of liberty, made no 
** scruple to lay the nation prostrate at the feet of a mo- 
** uarch, without a single provision iii favour of that cause; 
** and, if the promise of indemnity may seem to ar-u(3 
" that there was some attention, at least, paid to the safety 
" of his associates in arms, his subsequent conduct gives 

reason to suppose that even this provision was owing to 

any other cause rather than to any generous feeling in 
** his breast ; for be not only acquiesced in the insults so 
** meanly pnt upon the illustrious corpse of Blait, under 

whose auspices and commands he had performed the 

most creditable services of his life ; but, in the trial of 
** Argyll, produced letters of friendship and confidence, 

to take away the life of a nobleman, the zeal and cor- 
** diality of whose co-operation with him, proved by such 
** documents, were the cIVu 1 ground of his execution ; 
" thus, gratuitously, surpassing in infamy those miserable 
** vnetches, who^ to save their own lives, are sometimes 

persuaded to impeach and swear away the lives of their 
" accomplices," Tliis is strong language, and quite in* 
compatible with the calm, dignified, and impartial tone 
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wliieh the writer of history ought, on all ooearioos, to 
adopt It is worthy of remark, however, that sinoe Fox 
wrote the passage I have just quoted, the memoirs of 
Evelyn and of Pepys have come to li^ht. Tliese writers, 
whose diaiios were never intended for publication, and 
who, from their characters, are entitled to credit, are 
agreed in their opinions of General Monk ; the latter, in 
particular, has the following: passage : — " The General, 
" boldly and fortunately, brought to pass that noble revo- 
" lution, following it, to his eternal honour, by restoring a 

banished prince and the people's freedom/'* Opinions to 
a similar effect are several times repeated in the above- 
mentioned works. Prtiice, in his Worthies of Devon,"-!- 
writes as foUow8» on the same snbjeet. At tins time 

many endeavours were nsed to persnade the General to 
" assume the soineme government of England to himself, 

especially by many of those who were ooncecned in the 
'* lata King^s mnrder, and the possession of the orown and 

church's lands; bntthe General renounced all such sng- 
*• gestions with the greatest anger and aversion ; holding a 
** greater lioiiuur to ha an honest subject than a great 
*' usurper." Such statements, coming from persons who 
lived at the time, are, surely, more worthy of credit and 
confidence than the mere conjectures of authors who wroto 
a century and a halt later. 



SIB THOMAS AJLL£YN» BART. 

Sir Thmnat AUeyth son of WiOiam AJkyn, of Hat- 
field-Peverel^ m Esse^, was Lord Mayor of London at 
the Bestoration of JCtii^ Charles ike Second, in 1660. 
« He went forth to meet the King on the Sdth of May in 
the same year, the day of His Majesty's entrance into 
London in triumph. The Grocers* Company, on that 
' occasion, for their portion of the pageant, provided " thirty 

* MemoirB of John Evelyii| vol. iii. 8vo. edit. 

t Damnonii OrientalM lUustrat, Edit. 1810, page 08. 
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** paiwNM as riders, and each a man, in IWery, to attend 
" him, (the Lord Mayor,) for the more magnificent recup- 
** tion of the King's mo»t excelleot Majesty, m his passage 
" throu^^h this City."* 

On the 7th of June IGGO, as appears by the Company's 
records, be acquainted the Court of Assistants ** that he 
" had, by special friendship at Court, procured the moving 
" of His Majestie to owne the Company of Grocers for 
" his Company; and that His Majeatie was pleased to 
*• hearken to the motion^ and express his willingness to be 
" of the Company. His Lordship further related that» 

being to attend His Majestie shortly after, he had taken 
<« occasion to present His Majestie with the bumble thanks 
** of this Company for his gracious concession of so hig^h a 
•* favour, and tliat h*^' wuuld be ready, at some convenient 
" time hereafter, to accompauv tlie Master and Wardens 
" to wait upoit His Majestie, which, he conceived, was 
** very fittings ; w hich was very well accepted and approved 

of by this Courts and hearty thanks retamed His Lord- 
" ship for his respect and favour to the Company." 

Accordingly, on the 18th of July following. Sir 7%oflia« 
AUtyn notified to the Conrt that the presentation of the 
Master and Wardens to the King had taken place, and the 
transaction is recorded in the journals in the following 
terms 

** This day, • the Right Honourable the Lord flavor 
•* made relation to the Court that, on Friday last, the 
" 13tb of July instant, be did accompany the Master and 
" Wardens, and some others of the Company to White- 
*' hail, to attend the King's most excellent Majestie, 
« according to the appointment of this Court, to present 
" the humble sait and desire of this Company to His 

Majestie, for his gracious acceptance and owning of 

them for his Company, which had been before-hand 
** moved to His Majestie by a person of quality, upon 
•« His Lordship's request, and favourably hearkened unto ; 

That His Majestie, upon their address, was pleased to 

* The Company 'n JournalD* 
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** vouchsafe them a favourable audience and gracious coii- 
** descension, nnd, with much cheerfulness of counteDance 
** and expressions of princely oomplaceiicyy to declaim his 
readiness to satisfy their desires in owniDg the Company, 
*' and being admitted thereof, and recorded for a member 
" of the Bociety, with other fiee expressions, also of 
princely grace and favonr towaids the City, and was 
pleased to give them all his royal hand to kisiy and to 
confer the honoar of knighthood upon the Master of 
the Company^" (Mr,Si^hm WkiU,J " the care and 
effecting whereof is recei?ed by this Court as an accept* 
able service^ and offer of much respect and hononr to 
the Company." 



i€ 
tt 

€* 



SIB 6E0FFRY PALMER, KNT. AND BART. 

This learned and distinguished member of the Grocers* 
Company, was descended from an ancient family originally 
seated at Holt and Stonistanton in Leicestershire, the first 
noted individoai of which, was William Palmer, Esq. " a 
" pen<ni very eminent in the knowledge of the law" in 
the reign of Henry 'IV. 

Sir Gioffry Palmer was . advanced. to the dignity of a 
Baronet soon after the restoration. He was, at fifst, a 
manager against the Earl of Strafford^ bnt lost all his 
credit with that party and never recovered it, for using a 
decency and modesty in his carriage and language towards 
him ; though the weight of his arguments pressed more 
upon the Earl, than the noise of all the rest.* He was, 
says my Lord Clarendon, '* a man of great reputation and 
" much esteemed in the House of Commons; and in the 
** debate about the remonstrance, his speech not being 
** agreeable to the prevailiDg" party in the House, ho was 
" committed to the Tower, they having borne bim a long 
** grudge for the civility he shewed in the prosecution of 
** the Earl of Strqfordi but he was in a few days enlarged 

• KlinW* Baraaetage, vol. ii. p. 10. 
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*' and retained again to the Hoase," and did his Ifajef tj 
great senrice, and was one of tbe Commintonera appointed 
by his Majesty at the tieaty of tTxhridge. He iras after- 
wards Attorney-General to King Charles II. Anthony 

Wood says of liim ; " He was chosen a burgess for Stam- 
*' ford in Lincolnshire, to sit in that parliament which 
" began Nov. 3d 1640, wherein he was a manager of the 
*' evidence against Thomas, Earl of Strafford, and seemed 
** to he an enemy to the prerogative: but, afterwards, 

perceiving well what mad courses the members of the 
" said parliament took, he boldly delivered his mind 

against printing of that decUirationy called the grand 
'* Remonstrance ; for which he was committed to custody 

in November 1642; afterwards being fireed thence, he 
** retired to Oxon, sat in the parliament theire, and was 
*' esteemed a loyal and able person in his profession. 
'* Upon the declining of the King's canse, he snffeied, as 
'* other royalists did, lived obscurely in England* and upon 

pretence of plotting with the cavaliers against Oliver the 
** Prolector, he was imprisoned in the Tower of London, 

in the month of May, 1655. On the ist May 1660, his 
*• Majesty being then restored, he was made Attorney- 

General and about that time Chief^justice of Chester and 
** a knight, and, on the 7th June following, he was created 
*• a baronet." 

Sir Geoffry Palmer was elected a member of the 
Grocers' Company in 1661, at tlie same tijjie with Sir 
Heneage Finch, the Solicitor-General. He died at Hamp* 
stead in Middlesex, on the 5th of May 1670, at the age of 
seventy-two, and having lain in state in the hall of tbe 
Middle Templet attended by the heralds at arms, he was, 
from thence, conveyed in a hearse, followed by a long train 
of coaches of the nobility, the judges, and others, through 
tbe town to Carlton, his seat in Northamptonshire ; he was 
there interred among hi> ancestors, in the family vault 
within the parish church.* 

* Kiniber'f Uarooctage, vol. ii. 
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THE RIGHT HON. H£N£AG£ FINCH, FIRST 
EAAL OF NOTTINGHAM. 



This eminent character was born in 1621, received the 
rudiments of his education at Westminster school , whence 
he removed to Christ Gborcby Oxford, and afterwards 
commenced his legal career as a student of the Inner 
Temple.* At the Bestoiatioti, he was chosen M.P. for 
Canterbufj, and for the borough of St. Michaers in Cora- 
wall, and was one of the leading members of the House of 
Commons. So that on the first appointments by the King 
to the benches and courts of judicature (June S, 1660) he 
was made Attorney-General, and was the next day knighted^ 
and created a baronet under the denomination of Raunston 
in com. Ducks. The year foliowin*; he was chosen trea- 
surer of tlie Inner Temple, as also Autumn or Sutniner 
Reader of that Society, when his readhigs on the statute 
39 Eliz, concerning the payment and recovery of debts of 
the Crown, not only attracted genejral attention, hut led to 
his attaining the highest honours. During these readings 
and entertainments, which lasted from the 4th to the 17th 
of August, he was honoured with the presence of the 
nobility and pnTy-counsellors ; the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and principal citizens of London ; the whole College of 
Physicians, who came in their formalities; the judges 
advocates, doctors of tlio civil law, and all the Society of 
Doctors* Coniiiions; the archbishops, bishops, and chief 
clergy; and lastly, on finishing his course, Aug. 15th, by that 
of the King himself, who accepted an invitation to dine with 
, him in the Society's Hall ; and to confer the greater honour, 
came in bis barge from Whitehall, accompanied by the 
Duke of York, the great officers of the Crown, and many 
of the prime nobility and other distingoisbed personages. 



" Avea per altro il dun dclla parola, 
** £ gU uscian bei period! di bocca." 



CuH, 
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This incident is related by a eontemporary author in the 
following strong terms.* This moneth of Angosl 16^, 

was the reading of that excellent lawyer and aocom- 
pHshed gentleman Sir Heneaye Finch, his Majestie's 
•* solicitor at the Inner Temple, whose nobleness and gene- 
" rosity were herein equal to his matchless abilities in the 
** laws, as his mag-nificence in this solemn occasion did 
" make appear, especially io that particular treatment he 
** gave the King, who to honour this, one of bis best 
** servants, was graciously pleased to accept of it, and to 
" dine in that Hall, — a favour not before indulged to any 
'* of these famoos Societies by any of his royal pfogenitofs. 
" The most illostrions Dnke of York was present, and 
" dined there with his brother to both their likings and 
approbations.** 

In 1661 Sir Heneoffe was retnmed M. P. for Oxford ; 

and, in 1665, after proroguing the Parliament which bad 

sat there, was created, in full convocation. Doctor of the 
Civil Law : he being one of the four members who, by 
order of the House of Commnns, had communicated the 
thanks of that limine to the University, for their reasons 
concerning the Solemn League and Covenant, &c. made 
in 1647. Soon after this, on the debate about what was 
termed the " Five- Mile Ad" when Vaughan, afterwards 
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, moved in the Hoose, 
that the word UgaUy might be added to the words com- 
nasdoMd hy the King, Sir Hemage F%nch said it was 
needless : '* far, if the commissioR was not legal, it was 
no oommission ; and, to make it legal» it must be issued 
** out for a lawful occasion, and to persons capable of it, 
** and must pass in the due form of law;" whereupon 
the Bill passed in the House of Comtnons, and, wiien it 
came before the Lorcfs, tlie Earl of Southampton moved 
for the sauie additions, who was answered by the Earl of 
Anglesey, on the same grounds, and reasons iSiV Hen^o^s 
Finch gave ; with which that Hoiise was satisfied, and the 
Act passed. 

• HaaUi*t CbroDiele. 
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It was in this ^ear that he was chosen a member of the 
Grocers* Company. 

On May 10th 1667 he was constituted Attorney-General, 
and made Keeper of the Great Seal. Shortly after which 
he wan advaneed to the degree of a Baron, by the title of 
Lord Fmch, of Daveniry, in the county of Northampton^ 
(being the owner of that manor) ; and, on sarrendering the 
Great Seal, Deo. 19th 1675, it was immediately delivered 
to him again, widi' the title of Lord High Chancellor of 
England ; and the same year be was constituted Lord 
Lieutenant of the county of Somerset. It is said of him, 
by Anthony Wood, (who took more delight in reflecting 
on persons than giving their just characters,) — ** that, in 
** the most boisterous and ticklish times, when tiie swoln 
" waves beat highest (occasioned by the Popish Plot), 
" he behaved himself with so regular, exactly poised, 
** and with such even steadiness, whilst others, whose 

actions not being so justly balanced, either were dis- 
" charged from their offices, or else they themselves, by 
" an ungenerous cOwardice, voluntarily r^ngned them np, 
" as unwilling, manfully, to encounter approaching diffi* 
" onlties, of which they pretended to have prospects, that 
** he still stood firm in the good opinion of bis Prince ; 
** and, which is more to bo admired, at that time, when 
** manv worthy ministers of state were, by the malice of 
•* designing- men, branded with the old infamous character 
*' of evil counsellors, in order to have them to be run 
" dowfi and worried by the violent outrages of the un- 
" thinking, giddy, and headstrong multitude: during all 
** which time and clamour against persons, (which con- 

tinned from October 167B, to the beginning of the year 
*' 1681, after the Oxford Parliament was dissolved,) ha 

was neither bandied against, or censured in the more 
" private seditious cabals, nor was lus master publickly 

addressed to for his removal." 

In 1677, he was Lord High Steward of England, on 
the trial of Philip Earl of Pembroke, who was then 
found guilty of manslaughter. In March 1679, on the 
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impeachment of the Earl of Danby, and the King aign- 
ij^ his pardon, the Commons appolDted a Committee to 
repair to the Lord Chancellor, to inquire into the manner 
of setting forth that pardon, vherenpon the Lord Chan- 
cellor informed the Committee, " That the pardon was 
" passed with all privacy, the King commanding him to 

bring the seal to WMtehaH; and, being there, lie laid it 
*' npon the table: whereupon His Majesty commanded the 
" seal to be taken out of the bag:, which his Lordship was 
*• obliged to submit unto, it not being in his power to 
" biuder it ; and the King writ his name upon the top of 

the parchment, and then directed to have it sealed; 
'* whereupon the person that usually carried the pune, 
« affixed the seal to it." 

Upon this report from his Lordship, the Commons re- 
solved, " That an hnmble address be made to His Majesty, 
*' to represent the irregolarity and illegality of the pardon 

mentioned by His Majesty to be granted to the Earl of 
•* Danhy, and the dangerous consequence of granting 
" pardoDs to any persons that lie under an impeachment 
** of the Commons of England." 

In April following, the King resolved on choosing a new 
Privy Council to consist of a number not exceeding thurty, 
whereof fifteen to be the chief officers, privy counsellors 
by their places, ten out of the several ranks of the no- 
bility^ and five commons of the realm, " whose known 

abilities^ interest, and esteem in the nation, should ren- 
" der them without all suspicion of either mistaking or 
** betraying the true interest of the kingdom.'* This 
change of the Council was proposed by Sir William Tem- 
ple, w ho was ordered by tlio King to coniinanicate it to 
the Lord Chancellor Finch^ the Earl of SutherUindf and 
the Earl of Essex, hut one after the other; and there- 
upon the Lord Chauceiior said, it looked like a thing from 
Heaven fallen into His Majesty^ s breast. And the King 
valued himself so much on it, that, finding those three 
noble peers concur therein, he acquainted the Parliament 
of his having made choice of such persons as were worthy 

R 
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and able to advise him, and was resolved in all weighty 
and important affairs, next to the advice of his great coon- 
oil in parliament, to be advised bj the Privy Council. 

The Lord Chancellor in all affairs shewed snob wisdom 
and sneh moderation, that he was then usually styled the 
English Ciuro, He laboured to bring about the ac- 
cepting of the limitations on the next successor, as the 
wisest and best method, knowing the King would never 
be brought to consent to the Bill of Exclusion. And, 
in the case of the Earl of Danhy, though he never 
favoured him, yet, when the debate arose in the House of 
Lords, concerning the bishops' right of voliiig' in any 
part of a trial for treason, the Lord (Jhancellor by his 
arguments carried it fortbem; it being agreed, that though 
the bishops did not vote in the final judgement, yet they had 
a right to vote in all preliminaries. 

On the dOth of Nov. 1680 he was Lord High Steward 
on the trial of the Earl SUffard, and, on his being 
found guilty of high treason, pronounced judgement in 
one of the most impressive speeches he had ever made. 
May 12, 1681, he was created Earl of Nottingham^ as a re- 
ward of his faithful services ; !)ut a luug attention to business 
had now worn him out, and ho survived the honour only till 
the next year. He died at his house. Great Queen-Street 
Liucohi's-Inn-Fields, Dec. 18, 1682, in the sixty-first year 
of his age, and was buried on the 2St!i of the same month, 
in the church of Bauston, near Oluey Bucks, where a 
superb altar monument, with his effigy, &c. was erected by 
his son, the second Earl, In an epitaph are set forth his 
name and titles, with the particulars of his descent, the 
successive offices he filled, his marriage, offspring, &c. 
and an ample and deserved panegyric on his talents and 
virtues. 



Digitized by Google 



BIOGRAPHY OP EMINENT MEMBERS. 



GEORGE, EARL OF BERKELEY. 

This disting-uished nobleman was the son of Georf/e Lord 
Berkeley, Knight of the Bath, who died in 1()58, and 
whose ancestor, Harduuj* accompanied William Duke of 
Noriiiandij to England, and was with him at the memorable 
battle of Hastings. 

The sabject of this memoir manifested the greatest 
loyalty to King Charht the Second, whose restoration he 
was iDstromental in promoting : for this, and for other emi- 
nent serYices, as the patent expresses it, he was advanced 
to the degree of an Earl by the tide of Earl of Berkeley ; 
and in 169B was sworn a member of the Privy Council.f 
Having been made free of the Grocers* Company in 1660, 
he served the office of Master in 1682. His lordship was 
appointed Custos Rotulorum of the county of Gloucester 
by Kin(/ James in .January 1684, and, in the subsequent 
year, became one of bis Privy Council. On that Mo- 
narch's withdrawing^ himself, ho was one of the Lords who 
assembled at Guildhall; and» having sent for the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen, subscribed a declaration, " That 
'* they would assist his Highness the Prince of Oranffe, 
** in obtaining a free parliament, wherein our laws, liber- 

ties, and properties may be secured; the church of Eng- 

land in particular, with a due liberty to Protestant Dis- 
** senters; and, in genera!, the Protestant religion over 
** the whole world, may be supported and encouraged, 
•* &c.'* 

On the accession of Kinf/ William and Queen Mary^ 
he was appointed one of their Privy Council, and in July 
1689 constituted Cuetoe Rotulorum of the county of 
Surrey, 

This noble Earl departed this life in October 169B, and 
was interred at Cranford in Middlesex. 

* This Harding desceodtd from the royal line of the Kinp of Den- 
mark. — Abbot Narland's Pt digree in BerkeUif Ctutk* 
t Colliiu's Peerage of Eagltuid, vol. iii. 
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SIA JOHN MOORE. KNT. 

With tlio exception of Sir John Chaler, there is no iit- 
dividaal to whom the Grooen^ Company are under greater 
obligations than Sir Jokm Maor§, At a period when their 

affairs were in the greatest confusion, their revenues en* 
tirely susprndrd ;iiul (licir Hall in ruins, he gave a noble 
example ot liberality to liis Ijrotlit^r liverymen: his couduct 
is noticed in the Compauy's books, in the following terms: 
'* Sir John Moore, a worthy member of this society, 
taking into bis serious coosideialion the deplorable con- 
** dition of this Company, every year much declining in 
" reputation, hy reason of the ruinated condition of their 
" Hall» oflTeciy as an encouragement to strangers to join it, 
" to repair it at his own costs, hoping to induce other 
** memheri, by this example, to contrihnte libetally to- 
" wards the Company's debts." The estimate of the pro- 
posed repairs amounted to £500, which Sir John paid to 
the Wardens on the 14th of March 1681 ; he exerted, 
besides, all his influence to prevail on his l)retliren to assist 
him in the laudable work, and succeeded to so great a 
degree, that, in January 1684^ the Court of Assistants ex* 
piessed their sense of his services by passing the following 
resolution: — 

This Conrt being deeply sensible of the great kind- 
" name done to this Company hy Sir John Jfoors, Alder* 
" man of this City, a worthy member, in so large and 
liberal a snmme of money freely given for repairing and 
** beautifying of the Company's Hall at his own proper 
** charge, by whose example the rest of that great work 
*• was so commodiously carried on and perfected, to the 
** great encouragement of all members and benefactors, 
*' doe, therefore, in great acknowledgment, order that 
" the Wardens (to whom it is wholly referred to contract 
" for the same on the best terms they can to have the same 
*' well done) do forthwith procure his picture to he drawn 
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. ** to the life, and set up in a fair frame ia the Hall at the 

Cumpaiiy's charge." 

The period of Sir John Moorts niayoraltj^ was very 
tumultuous; it occurred in 1682 at the latter p;irt of tlie 
reigi) t*f Charles (he Second, whose proceedings towards 
the City being arbitrary and violent, naturally excited all 
the vehemeoce of party spirit. Sir John, eager to support 
the Court interest, interfered in an unusual manner in the 
election of SberiflB, by noiniDatiiig DudUy North, Etq,, 
and issuing to the respective Companies a precept in an 
nnnsnal form. It ran thus : — 
•* By the Mayor, 
" These are to require you, that on Mi(^summer-day 
next, beiug the day appuiiited as well for confirmation 
** of the person who hath been bv me chosen, ac- 
'* cordinEC to the ancient custom and constitution of this 
** city and county of Middlesex, for the year ensuing, as 
** for the election of the other of the said Sheriffs and 
" other officers, yon cause the livery of your Company to 
meet together at your common hall early iu the mom- 
ing, and from thence to come together decently and 
ordeify in their gowns to OuUdhall, there to make the 
said con6rmation and election. Given the nineteenth of 
** June, 1682. 

•* John Moore."* 
This dictatorial mode of proceeding gave great offence 
to the citizens ; so much so that when they assembled at 
Guildhall on Midsummer-day, and the Common-Crier made 
proclamation and said, ** You, Gentlemen, of the livery 
*' of Juondoo, attend your confirmation," they interrupted 
the proceedings, exclaiming, with one voice, *' No con* 
** firmation! no confirmation T' The business was sus- 
pended for nearly half an hour, and> at length, after a 
speedi from the Recorder, it was allowed again to proceed 
according to the ancient method, and the four following 
gentlemen were put into nomination, Dudley North, 

* MaiUMBU's History of London, vol. i. p. 474. 
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Aa^il Box, Tkomat PapiWUm^ and John JhAok, Eaqnires. 
The thov of hands was okarlj in lavonr of tlio two lat- 
ter gentlemen, but a poll was demanded and granted for 
the four candidates. 

The Lord Mayor, after some time, finding that the elec- 
tion wonld probably fall upon Messrs. Pc^UUm and Du- 
bois, attempted to adjourn the meeting, and retired ; but 
the sherilTs kept the poll open till nine o'clock at uight, 
and resumed it again on the ibllowiug morning. In the 
meanwhile, the Lord Ma)for and some of the Aldermen 
were assaulted by the mob,* and the result was, that the 
sheriffs Pilkington and tHhute and Alderman Cornish^ 
were committed prisoners to the Tower of London by a 
warrant sigped by twenty -four FkiTy<Souncellors, who, at 
the same time, ordered the Attomey*Greneral to exhibit an 
information against them, as promoters and encouragers of 
the late tnmolt. 

On the Friday following, the prisoners were, by a writ 
of haheat corpus, brought, by the lieutenant of the Tower, 
to the bar of the King's Bench, and, having pleaded not 
guilly, they were admitted to bail. On the Ist of July, 
the Sheiiliiimet at a Common-hall, when t)ie Lord Mayor, 
though indisposed, sent an order to the Recorder to ad- 
journ the Hall to the 7th of the month, but the Sheriffs, 
denying the validity of such adjournment, jjroceeded in the 
election and declared Papillion and Dubois duly chosen. 

This elicited from the government an order in Council, in 
which it was stated, that His Majesty, having been inform- 
ed that disorders had taken place in the City in consequence 
of irregular proceedings at the election of Sherififo, order- 
ed, that, at the Common-hall to be held on the following 
' day, all proceedings should be begun de novo. This order, 
on being read to the citizens, occasioned great clamour, as 
having a tendency to invade the privileges of the City ; 
nevertheless, the Lord Mayor, in obedience to its contents, 
declared Norlh duly elected by him, without the sanction 

• Burners Hiitory of his Own Time. KeBnet^s History of Eoffland. 
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of a Common-hall, and then proceeded to a poll for another 
Sheriff, to which none coming that had voted for Papillion 
and Dubois at the former election. Box was chosen with- 
out opposition, and North and he were declared duly 
elected ; wfaHe PapUHon and Dubm were left to seek their 
remedy at law* 

On the 59rth July, the citizens petitioned the Court of 
Aldermen that Papillion and Dubois might be sworii in as 
Slierills lor the year ensuing", and the Court returned them 
the following ungracious answer^ — 
'* Gentlemen, 

This Court has considered your petition and will take 
" care that such persons shall take the office of Sheriffs 
upon them as are duly elected according to law, and 
the antient customs of this City ; and, in this and all 
other ' things, this Court will endeavour to maintain the 
rights and privileges of the Chair, and of the whole 
** City ; and wherein ye thmk we do otherwise, the law 
" must judge between us." 

Mr. Box, it appears, being sensible that the manner of 
his election could not be legally justified, prudently de- 
clined servmg the oflice of Sheriff, and paid the acctistom- 
ed fine of exemption. A new election, therefore, became 
necessary for which a Common-hall was summoned^ and 
Mr, Peter Birch* was chosen ; he and JIfr* North were 
then sworn before the Lord Mayor. 
. Thus terminated a transaction which shows that the 
Court of that period, when determined to carry a point, 
spared neither violence nor injustice, and which, after- 
wards, gave rise to the unjustifiable attack upon the City 
charter and liberties, by the issuing of the writ of quo 
warranto, of which more detailed mention is made iu 
another part of this volume.f 

Sir John Moore died in 1702, and was interred in the 
church of St. Dunstan's-in-the-East ; the following epitaph, 

* Burnet's History of his Own Time. Burnet, by mistake, chHs him 
Rich, 
t See page 1S9. 
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which contains some other particulars respecting his \ife, 
will shew how justly he merited the enlogioms bestowed oo 
him for his charity and benevolence. 

^' In a vanity near this place, is deposited the body of 
** Sir John Moore, Kni, flometiiiie Lord Mayor of Londcm, 

one of the repreientatives of thia City in ParCanent, 
" and President of Christ's Hospital ; who, for bis great 
" and exemplary loyalty to the Crown, was empowmd by 
" King Charies 11. to bear, on a eanton, one of the lions 
*• of England, as an augmentation to his arms. Who, 
'* out oi a christian zeal for good works, founded and en- 
** dewed a free-school at Appleby, in Leicestershire, his 
** native county,* and was a good benefactor to the wor- 
** shipful Company of Grocers ; to the several hospitals of 
** this City ; to his own relations in general ; and to this 
** parish. He departed this life the 2d of Jnae, 1709» 

aged 82." 



JOHN SHEFFIELD. 
DUKE OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

'* That wit, which, or hi oonscil, or in ilght. 
Still not omergniM, and determin'd right/' 

Pope'B Odff$aefff book xir. 

The family of Sheffield was eminent, so far back as the 
reign of Henry III., in the person of Sir Robert Sheffield, 
Knt.y who, by Feliria, his wife, daughter and heir of Ter- 
neby, had Robert, his son, ^vho married Anne, daughter 
and co-heir of Sir Simon Goure, and bad issue, Thomas, 
wbo died S.P., and Robert Sheffield, grandfather of Ed- 
mund, created first Baron Sheffield, in the first year of 
Edward VI. His grandson Edmund, who greatly distin- 
•gmshed himself in the reigns of Quim EUMoiboth, of 
Jamei and Charha was, by the latter, adTanced to 

* This corrects the error committed by iitrype, wbo says he was » 
native of Strettooi in Derbyshire. 
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the dignitj of Marl of Mu^ave, in Yorkshire.* His 
great grandsoo was John, the snhjeet of the present 
memoir. 

He became one of the most eminent noUemen of his 

day, appeared in varioas places of honour and trust, and 

was advanced to a degree of dignity beyond all Lis prede- 
cessors ; being created Marquis of Normanhyt in the 
sixth year of William and Mary, and in 1703 the second 
of Queen An tie, Duke of Normanby and Duke of Buck" 

ingham shire. V 

At the breaking out of the second Dutch war in 1672» 
he went to sea as a volunteer under the Duke of York, 
and behaved with so mneh gallantry at the battle of Sole- 
bay, that, on his return to London, the King gave him 
the Gommsnd of the Royal Katharine^ the best seoond- 
late ship then in the navy ; and it is not a little enrions, 
that notwithstanding this, we find bim^ in the ensuing year, 
though at sea, yet acting In the post and with the eommis- 
sion of a Colonel, having himself raised a regiment of foot, 
to serve with the forces sent under the command of Mar- 
shal de Schomherg. 

The Duke was a man of great literary attainments, and 
was author of several works, in prose and in verse, 
which were published shortly after his death. Walpoh, in 
bis catalogue of noble authors, speaks in rather slighting 
terms of these productions, as he says, It is certain, that 

his Grace's compositions in prose have nothing extraor- 
** dinary in them ; his poetry is most indifferent, and the 
** greatest part of both is afaready fallen into total neglect." 
This opinion, however, must be received with caution, as 
it is well known, that when Horace Walpok took .the 
critical lash in hand, he laid it on unsparingly. The 
Bake successively filled the offices of Chamberlain to 
James II., Privy Seal, and afterwards Prendent of the 
Council io Queen Anne. He died in 1720, leaving one 

* Baoks's Dormant and Extinct Buoiiage, vol. iv. 
t BeatMMi's Political Index. 
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SOD, who died when quite a jwih, and with whom the 
title became extioct. 

His 6raee» while Earl of Mubfraw, was elected a 
Member of the Giocen' Company ; and, in 1684, was* 
choien Master for the year ensinng. 

ERASMUS DRYBEN. 

In the journals of the Grocers* Company there is an 
entr}% dated the 14th of May, 1688, in which, ineDtion is 
made ot Eras7nu^ Drydcn, '* who for many years has used 
" the mystery of Grocerie. ' As there is nothing remark- 
able in the life of this individual, 1 should not have inserted 
. his name here, had I not ascertained that he was the father 
of John Dryden, the poet. This fact is of itself soffioient 
to entitle ilfr. Etamm Dryden to a place among the 
worthies of the Grocers' Company. He was the third son 
of Sir Erasmus Drydsn, of Canon's Ashby, in the county 
of Korthampton, the first baronet of that ancient fomily, 
and married Mary, daughter of the Rev. Henry Pickerim/, 
by whom he had fourteen children, viz. four sons, John, 
the poet, Erasmus, Henry, and James, and ten daughters.* 

SIR JOHN CUTLEB, BART. 

" On rend quelquefois justice bien tard." 

Ffltawrt • E$tay on the Emperor Julian. 

There is no part of the work I have undertakezi, to 
which I feel myself so incompetent to do justice, as the 
vindication of Sir John Cutlers memory from the obloquy 
and calumnies by which it has been assailed for nearly a 
century and half. In endeavouring to refute the assertions 
of a man like Pope, I am conscious that I have no light 
task to perform ; but, as I shall addnoe nothing in defence 

* Mtkme's life of Di^dea. 
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of Sir John Culler, which is not susceptible of proof, 1 
trust I shall succeed in removiug, at least, a part of the 
prejudice which has been created against him by a poet, 
who, in the words of his eTi!on:i'^t, Johnson, ** was some- 
" times wanton in his attacks," and many of whose efforts 

exhibit nothing but cool malignity/'* Although the 
satire in qnestion is familiar to most readers, I have tbougfat 
it best to Insert it here, in order to place the bane and 

antidote" by the aide of each other^ and thvs gi? e the 
reader an opportunity of judging for himself. It forms a 
part of Pap€*9 third epistle, addressed to Lord Baihur$i, 
on the use of riches. 

His gmoe's Ute, sage Cutler could foresee, 

And well, he thon^t, advie'd hisD, live like me. 
** As well, his grace reply'd, like you, Sir Johat 
** That 1 can do when all 1 hiivr i« (!;one ! 
** Resolve me, reason, which of tix'sc; is woriie, 
** Want, with a full or with an empty pur»e ? 
'* Thy life more wretched, Cutler, was confessed ; 

Arise, and (ell ne, was thy death more bless'd ? 
" Cutler law tenants break, and housee fall, 
** For very want he could not build a wall. 
** His only daughter in a stranj^er's pow'r, 
** For very want he could not piiy h dow'r. 
** A few grey huirs his rey'rend temples crown d ; 
M f^y/ns Tery want that sold tiiem for two pound. 
** What! e'en deny'd a oordUl at his end» 

Baaish'd the doctor, and expell'd the friend ? 

What but a want, which you, perhaps, think mad 
" Yet nujiibers feel, the want of what he had 1 

Cutler and r>n)tn,M, dyinsj, both <'xrlain), 
** Virtue and weaitii, what are yc but a name?" 

All this is extremely bitter; and, if founded on fact, 

would stamp Sir John Cutler as one of the basest and 
most loathsome characters that ever lived ; and it is to be 
lamented that Pennant, whose good-nature miti^lit have 
taught him better, should give additional currency to the 
oalanmy, by dwelling on it twice in his Account of Lon- 
don, 9Bd, without taking any trouble to iuqaiie into the 



• LiTcs of the Poets, toI. ill. p. IM and 136. 
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troth, tpeakiog of Sir John as *' the Dotorionst** and as 
" a chmoter so ttigmatiied for avarice." 

I ihall now ^ a round iiQvanrisbed tale defiver," which, 
I tnut, will demonstrate that the charges of the poet apd 
of the antiquary are unfounded. 

Sir John Cuihf'i name derives no lustre from bis anoes^ 
tors, as lie came of a family whose descent or whose 
arms are not to be traced at the Heralds' College. His 
father, Thomas Cutler, likewise a member of the Grocers* 
Company, was engaged in commercial pursuits ; bnt 
whether Sir John was his eldest son, or whether he 
inherited any fortune from him, I have been unable to dis- 
cover. Sir John was established in London as a merchant, 
and, in that capacity, attained great celebrity, as well as 
wealth ; and his opinions, it appears, were respected and 
esteemed, for Pepys, a man of acute observation and 
insight into the characters of individuals, makes the follow- 
iog mention of him " 28d January 1669. Mr. Chami 

and I to a coffee-house, where Sir John Cutler was ; 
" and he did fully make out that the trade of England 
•* is as great as ever it was, only in more hands ; and that 
" of all trades there is n g^reater ntniiher than ever there 
" was, by reason of men's taking more prentices. His 
*' discoune was well worth hearing*** 

iStr /oAii*« attachment to his legitimate sovereign, and 
to the ancient institutions of his country, induced him to 
take an active part in the measures adopted in the City for 
bringing about the Bestoratiott, by promoting the subscrip- 
tions raised for the use of CAorfes IL His important 
services on the occasion were duly appreciated by the King, 
who showed his sense of them bv creating him a Earocet 
in November IGiiO, At a later period, he obtained a grant 
of arms from the Heralds' College, attaciied to which is 
the following- pedigree of his family, extracted from 
Le Neve's MS. Pedigrees of Baronets,*)- and wiuch iscon« 
sidejred an official document. 

• Diary, vol. i. page 367. 

t Vol. iii. in the College of Anna. 
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Cutler. 

Sir Jolm Gndm, of Lmdon, Knight and hanmt, 1660, 
had a giant of aims !27fh Maieh 1693, m €b6 fifth year of our 
Sovoreign Loid and htdy William and Mary, by ThomaaSt. 
Gieoige.* 

:First wife, Eliea, 
daughterofSirTho- 
mas Tipping, of 
Wheatfield, Com. 
Oxon, Kn^;ht. 



and=FS 



EUz. daughter 
co-heir of Sir Tho- 
maa Foot, of Lon- 
don, Knight and 

Baronet, buried in 
St. Benedict Gras- 
church-street, X^on- 
don. 



>ir John Cutler, ci-= 
tizen and Grocer 
of London, created 

Baronet ut supra. 
He dyed 15tli April 
1693, being eighty- 
live years old, and 
was buried in St. 
Margarelfa Church, 
Westminiter. 



Eiizaheth, daughter, mar- 
ried to Sir William Port- 
man, of Orchard, Somer- 
Bett, Bart. She dyed, 

without issue living, afore 
Sir John Cutler's death ; 
he gave for portion 
£30,000. 



^ i 

Elizabeth, only daughter 

and heir, married to 

Chariee BodvilleRobartes, 

Earle of Radnor. She 

dyed, without iwue, in 

1696. 



Hera ia, at once, a refutalion of a daugfater 

in a ttianger*e pow'r, 
For very waat, he coDld not pay a dow V 

■ 

And, further, ta show that Pope's ohseryation could not 
apply to the daugfater by the leeond wife, I have ascer- 
tained that Su' John Cutkr bought the magoificent mansioD 
and estate calted Wimpole-HaU^ in Gambridgeshure, which 
he settled apon her, on her mairiage with the Ewrl of 

* ClarMHaeax, King of Anni. 

t Lyaon's MtigfM Britamiea, vid. ii. part i. page 287. Cambrfdfe. 
Sir J. C. bought it of Tkumu CMeMeff, It it now the pmpeily of JM 
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Having thus rescued him from tlie charge of beinj^ an 
uimatural father* let us now obierve upon what grouods 
the vice of avarice is so pertinaciously affixed to bifln. 

I have already stated tbat the Grocers' Company were 
boQod by the stroDgest ties, of gratitude to Sir John 
€hfUtr,* not only for his mimifioeDoe in boitdingf at his 
sole ofaarge^ a court-room and parloar after the fire of 
LondoDi and in eontribnting, at Yarious times by sub* 
ioriptlons, towards extricating them from their pecnnlary 
difficolties, bat for their very existence, which is owing to 
his readiness in servings the office of Master, and in under- 
taking the managenient of their atl'airs, at a period when 
all the members 55hriuik. from the charge, as one involving 
risk, and responsibility, besides a great loss of time. All 
which savours of anytliing but parsimony; and, to convey 
to the reader, in the orig-inal words, the feehngs of the 
members of the Company at that time, I shall here tran* 
scribe the resolution passed by the Court of Assistants on 
the 27th January 1609 

** In consideration of Sir John CutUr*€ extraordinary 
kindness and boontifnU intendments to the Company, 
*' expressed in the progress and forwardness of his stately 
and sumptuous buildings in the gardeni undertaken at 
" his sole charge, and of his own accord and inclination, 
in this time of exigency and desolation, for the Com- 
** pauy's future benefit and couimodiousness. It is thought 
** fit and agreed, that his Statue and Picture be erected 
" and placed, at the charge of this Company, in the upper 
** and lower rooms of his buildings, in gratefull acknow- 
** ledgment and memorial of his singular bounty and 
" affection to the Company, and to remain as a lasting 
" monument of his unexampled kindness. The execution 
« thereof to be left to the Assistants, any fi?e of them 
to form a Committee, and one Warden to be of the 
number." An mseription was likewise placed in the 
Hall, of which the following , is a copy:— 

* See pages il and IIS. 
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Sir John Cutlbr^ Knight and Baronet^ a wortby 
'* member of this Company^ having fined for Sheriff and 
Alderman, nigh forty years nnce^ was chosen and held 
Master-Warden^ Annis 165|» and did, immediately 

" after the dreadful fire. Anno 1666, at his own proper 
** cliarge, erect (^out of its ashes) the fair pile of buildiog, 
** now the great parlour, aud entertaining-room over it; 
" and again was chosen and held Master-\V anlen Annis 
** I684. And also, in kindness to the Company, Annis 
** IGSf, was Assistant, and locum tenens to the Right 
** Honoorable, their then Master- Warden.* And this 
" present year 1688, in their greatest exigence, (when 
** others, whose tarn it was, declined them,) consented to 
" be chosen the fourth time their lCaster*Warden. Under 
" whose happy condnot the Company's reyenoe hath been 
" settled, (as a most righteons sanction,) to secnre the dne 
*' payment of their yearly charities.** 

This inscription has lately been restored ; and I cannot 
here refrain iiom paying my tribote of gratitude to the 
Court of Assistants for their good taste in orderiui; Sir 
John's statue, which had suffered from the ravages of time, 
to be repaired and replaced in the Hall, and thus fulfilling 
the original intentions of their predecessors in 1()69, who 
intended it as a lasting roonnment** of Sir John CuiUr'g 
services. 

The love and enconragement of science are indubitable 
marks of a liberal mind, and I have now before me a 
proof of Sir John Cuihr*9 generous support of it : — ** In 

** 1664, Sir John Cutler, having founded a mechanic 
** lecture at Grenham Collcpfe, with a salary of fifty pounds 
•* a-year, settled it upon Mr. Hooke, the professor of 
" geometry, for life ; the President, Council, and Fellows 
" of the Broyul Society being entrusted to appoint both 
" the subject and number of lectures."*)* 

A further confirmation of this fact occurs in a letter, 
written by Henry Oldenburg, of the Boyal Society^ to the 

^^ Sir Thomas CUichley. 

t WucTt JAfw of the Pfofeuon of Gnihsm CoUog«. 
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celebrated Mr. Boyle, io Nov. 1664, of which the foU 
lowiug^ IS an extract: — 

** The Society did, yesterday, chuse ^Sir John Caller an 
** booaiary member; and ordered, that be having declared 
" Jut retolntion to settle upon Mr. Hook, during his Ufe, 

an anoaal stipeod of fifty ponods, and to refer to the 

Society the directton of the kind of employment the 

itipendiat shall be pat upon, thonld have solemn thanks 
" letarned to him for this singnlar favour expressed to one 

of their members, and for the respect and eonfidence 
*• showed to the whole body ; and that Sir William Petty, 
" Dr. Wilkins, Dr. WhUiler, and Captain Graunt, 
'* should atteud the said Sir John Cutler in the name of 
** the Society, and to rej)re«ent to him what a sense they 

have of his generosity, which they have more reason to 
" value, as being the first donation they have been en- 
" tnisted with of this kind, and which they hope will 
*' procure a leading example to others/** 

Nij^imgabff speaking of the chnroh of St. Maigaret^ 
Westmiastor, stata^ that " it had been repeatedly repaired, 
V partienlariy in the years 1641, 1651, and 1662, when 
" the north gallery was rebnilt at the sole ehaige of Sir 
*' John Cutler^ Knight and Baronet, for the benefit of 
** the poor. Surely, these are not the actii of the maa 
who— 

u . , , . tenants break, and houses fall, 
Fer veiy waok he cimki not bvilda waU." 

Sirype, in his edition of Stowes Survey, speaks of him 
thus " One of the wealthiest citizens of later times, 

and a g^at benefactor to the publick, (particularly his 
** baildings in Grocers' Hall, and the College of Physicians, 

since the gieat lire,) was Sir John Culler, Knight, 
«* Gfocer." 

Sir John's will, dated the 4th Jnly 1690, b a farther 

• Boyle's Works, vol. p. 822. 

t Beauties of Enpland and Wales, vol. x. part ir. p. 416. 

I He also ga?e an annual sum of 1*37 to the parish, (i»r their relief. 
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evidenoe of the goodoM of hb heart, if any e?ideiiee of 
that faet weie wanting. 

After bequeathiBg legaoies to pablic charities and to 
more than fifty indiTidaalB, and munificent provisions 

to his servants and their children, he has this very re« 
markable passage: — "Also, I give and bequeath, and 
** hereby direct and appoint that, my said executor, 
•* (Edmund Boulter, Esq.) shall distribute two thousand 
'* pounds among-st such of my friends or relations ns 
" he shall imugioe that I might have neglected or ibr- 
gotten to mention in this my last will, io such proportion 
and proportions as he shall think fit/' The whole of the 
wiU» in short, breathes a kindly and truly religions ^mXf 
which never found place in the bosom of a miser. 
In a work recently published* the author remarks that 
Sir /oAn CutUr, whom the rancid satures of Pope, and 
*' the ironical representations of PmnanI, miTe damned to 
immortality, as a complete picture of avarice* has been 
unjustly stigmatised; and, were the particulars of his" 
** life known and lairly detailed, Lis character would be 
seen to be very far removed from that disgustingly 
" ioiquitous and unblushing parsimony which those writers 
" have attributed to it." Such was my impression on the 
first perusal of Popes satire: and, as I had engaged to 
commit to paper some account of the Company of which 
this calumniated individual was a member, and of which 
I may truly call him the preserver, I was^ naturally, anxious 
to rescue him, as far as I was able, from the obloquy 
thus wantonly attached to his name* I feel that the limits 
of my work have prevented my doing the subject due 
justice : but it affords me some satisfaction to have been 
able to collect sufficient evidence to remove the stigma 
which malice has affixed to his reputation. Should the 
subject be hereafter taken up on a more extended scale, 
by an abler and more experienced pen. Sir John Culler's 

* L oi tdmiana , by £.W.Bralej, Tol.ir. p. 138. 

S 
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character will shine forth in its full brightness, and be 
established in a way to prove him to have beea au oroa- 
mcDt to the City of liOQdoo, and not a reproaeb, as the 
writers qaoted have made the world beliere. How tndj 
does tiie eOooi of oalamny, as detailed by BmtmiarekmBt 
apply to the oaie before as t—*<* Ia ealomniej lioasieiir? 

J*ai Ttt les pins hoon4tes gens pk» d'en ktte 

** aceaU^s. Cioyez qu'il n'y a pas de piftte meefaanoet^y 
^ pas dliorreur, pas de eonte absnrde qa'on ne fasse 
•* adopter au\ oisifs d'uuu graudc viUe en s'y prenant bieii, 
*' et nous avouH ici des gens d'une addresse I''* 

WILLIAM THE THIRD, by thb Gbaob of God, 
Kino op England, Scotland, Fbanob, and 

IbBLANDi DbFBNDBB of thb FAITHf BTC* 

flu Majesty King WWiam IIL, in fbe first year of his 
aoeession to the throne of England, graciously conde- 
scended to beoome a member of the Grocers* Company, 
and honoored them still lurther by consenting to preside 
as their Sovereign Master, for the year 1689. The 
proceedings tjf tlio Court of Assistants, relative to His 
Majesty's election, are detailed in another part of this 
volume :t but the record of bis admission is registeted in 
the folbwing terms:-* 

Here follows the instrnment of His Majesty's Election 
and Freedom, presented to bis Majesty, at Whitehall, 
on the Tbnrsday following, in a gold box, by the War- 
dens ; upon wbieh His Majesty^ returning them hearty 
" thanks, was graciously pleased to confer the honour of 
" Knighthood on Ralph Box, Esq., then Master Warden, 
and afterwards they and the members attending them 

* Le Barbier de Seville, act tt, se. 8. 
t See pege 142. 
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** were entertained by the Lord Cbamberlaio at his own 
hoase^ at a very splendid dinner. 

RECORD OP HIS MAJBSTY'S BLBCTION. 

** Ad curiam OMtUtentium cowoeniortm in mdA Aronut- 

iarianm in kane Bidemum k fdmm occasimiem, 
** vicuimo Mcujidb ditft OetobUs 1689, ann9^ rtgm, 
** OuSdmi «l Maria, Regis ei Regina prima* 

Car€ht3 ver€ hmunratitnmus Conet de Dorset and 
** MldeBe$ex, Reffi MagtstraiiA Cameris hodiemo die 

mandata Regia enarrahat, custodibus vi assisleniibus 
" hujus Societatis serenUsimum & imttiitisswium Reyem 
*' Gulielmum, Anglite, ScotiiBf Francia-, 6; Hibernia, 

sfimmum secundum Demn moderatorein, ex speciali erga 
" Aromatariorum societatem henignitate assumere sibi 
" velle titulum ngfremi eorum Ma^tri et in eorvm A^ 
*' inscrihu 

** Qua propter Custodes et Aesietentee un& voce d uno 
" oniaM, Qratias reddunt sacra Regim Mt^staii quod 

Magister Aromatariorum vocari voluit et (Regia per* 
** misskme prius hoMtd) humiUme elegerunt eundem Regem 
** in eomm supremum Magistrum submisse roganies ttt 
** eleclionem hanc iu bo/iam pari em accipetet. Quodque 
** vera copia hujusce adscriptioitis Cpt/xide aura hichtsaj, 
** una cum rp-dtiis totius Societatis rcddLfls per manus 
** Custodum lUustrissimo Principi offeranlur. 

** Sic humilims recordatuTf 
» W. RavenhUl, Cler, ^usdem Societai." 

In the following year His Majesty granted to the Com- 
pany his warrant for the delivery to them, yearly, of a 
brace and a half of fat bucks from Enfield Chace : it is thus 
entered in their books: — 

** Our most Gracious Sovereign Jiord William 
the 8d, having vouchsafed to become Supreme 

" Master of the Grocers' Company, was graciously 
pleased to bestow upon them^ as a signal favour 

s2 
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^' of lib Boyal BoUDty* a braoe and half of fat 
bucksy fo be yearly killed and deliTored to tkeni* 
oat of Enfield C^iaoe, by warrant under His 

" Majesty's Royal Sign Manual, which here follows 

•* verbatim. Tliu orii;iijal, delivered to the Right 
•* Honourable Sir lluwlaiid Civ. ynno, Chief-ranger, 
** to be there entered in their book as a lasting 
** authority for the mmQ, to bee yearly done ac- 
«* cordiogly.* 



Our will and pleasure is that yon kOl and deliver to 
** the Wardens and Commonalty of the Company of 

GrooerSf London, from time to time, yeariy, and evoiy 
'* year, in the season, a biaoe and half of fatt bneks, and 
" for so doing Ibis shall be year warrant : Given at our 

Conrt, at Whitehall^ the. 24th day of March 1690, in 
'* the second ^ear of our reign. 



** To the Ranger of Enfield Chase, 
" for the time being." 

" Grocers^ Hall. 
" July th$ aUl 1690. 
** I haTO received the said wanant to be soe 
entered^ and shall take care it be done. 

" B. GWYNHB." 



CHARLES, EARL OE DORSET AND 



Henry VIIL Act IV. Sunt 9, 

Charles Earl of Dorset, eldest son of Richard Earl of 

* In 1708, on the necowion of Qnoen Anne, Oie Company eodoaTonred 
to obtain a mewal of tho grant, bat wUbout saeeesf* 



WILLIAM R. 



44 



By His Majesty's Command, 
" Nottingham. 
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Dorset,^ bom on tbe 24tli Jmnwey 1687, was one of tho 
best bred men of the age. At die restoratioii he was 
chosen one of the members fur East Grinsted» and distin- 
gdshed himself whilst he was in the House of Commons* 

The sprightfiness of his wit, and a most exceeding good 
nature, recommended him very early to the intimacy of 
Kingi Charles II,, and those of the greatest eminence in 
the Court ; but his mind being rather turned to books and 
conversation, than to what more immediately concerned 
tbe public business, he totally declined it, though, as 
Bi$hop Burnet observes^f the King conrted him for a 
iavonrite, " Bat when the holionr and safety of his oonntiy 
demanded hb assistance, he readily entered into the 
most active parts of life; and underwent the greatest 
" dangeis^ with a constancy of mind^ which shewed that he 
had not only read the rales of philosophy, but nnder^ 
** stood tbe practice of them."f He seired as a volunteer 
under His Hoyal Highness the Duke of York, in the first 
Dutch war, in 1665, when the Dutch Admiral, Opdam, 
was blowD up, and above thirty capital ships wore taken and 
destroyed ; and his making a song the night before the 
engagementj carried with it so sedate ^a presence of mind, 
and such nnnsnal gallantry, that it was particularly taken 
notice of ; and bis behaviour distmguished him to be a 
tme heir to the virtues and courage of his ancestors. — 
Vxm hence, during the remaining part of King Ckarieit 
leign, he continued to live in honourable leisure ; he was 
one of the Lords of the Bedchamber to the King, and 
possessed not only of his mastoids favour, but, in a great 
degree, his familiarity ; never leaving the Court but when 
he was sent to that of France, on commissionis and embas- 
sies of compliment, as if the King designed to shew the 
French, who would be thought the politest nation, that 
- one of the finest gentlemen in Europe was bis subject. 

•Collim's Peerage. Editi<MilT56, pageTTS. 

t Burnet's History of His Own Timef. 
X Prior'» Epitt ded. to his Poema. 
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Being possessed of the estate of his vDCle Lumel Earl of 
MiikUtux, who died in 1674, he was created Earl of thai 
GOBDtjrt andi in 1677» sneceeded his fath«r as Marliff Darmi 
and as Loid lientenant rf the connty of Snia x . Hisktd- 
ihip, wishing to stmgthen the Protestant inteiett, was oneof 
the principal peers who had the managenMnt of aflWis till 
the Prtnet cf Orange' 9 arrival :* and, in the debates in 
Parliament, argued and voted " For the vacancy of the 
•* throne ; and that the Prince and Princess of Orange 
•* should be declared Km^ aud Queen of England, &c." 
When their Majesties bad accepted the crown of these 
realms^ bis Lordship was, the next day, sworn of their 
Frivy-Councily and declared Chamberiain of their house- 
hold : *' a place which be eminently adorned^ by the 
** grace of his person, the fineness of his breeding, and the 
'* knowledge and piaetiee of what was decent and magni* 
" ficent."t 

In 169 J, having prevkusly received the ffeedom^ he 
became Master of the Grooers* Company, on which oeca- 
sion the records inform as that, ''for the honour and 
*' grandeur of the Company, £6 should be allowed to 

•* purchase two new gowns for the under ofiicers.** 

The record of Uis admission, which was presented to 

him in a silver box, was thus expressed: — 

" Ad curiam Assistentium conveiilorutn iJi aula ArO' 

** matariorum die vicesitno secundo Octobris 1689, 

« annoqm rtjfni Ga/tsM ei MariOf i2iyt< its Regma 

** primo. 

*' Carolus twrs AoiMiitilttsifliiif Cornea de DqtuI 
" Middlutx Mt^ Ma^traUSk cammM adannm est jp€r 
** 9UMiod€$ hie (udmde, curiAj m fraUmUaiim hf^ui 
** Sodeiatii, quam ^ludem. SoekiaiU in as SsnseolMiltaai 
*' presdUtut Cwnss dis Dorui, lie. ffraio ontmo aoci|nf . 



*' Sic humilime reeordaiur, 

G. Ravenhill, Cler, yusd, Socielat,** 



• Burnot's History of His Own Times. 
^ C uliuis's Peerage. 
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On the 3d of Febroary, in the same year, his Lordship 

was elected one of the Knights of the most noble Order of 
the Garter, and Ins installation took place at "Windsor on 
the 24th of the same month. Ou the 29th January 1705, 
the Earl died, and was buried in the family vault at 
Withiam. He was succeeded in ius title by his eldest atm, 
lAondt afterwards oreated IhUee of Dorset. 

THE HONOURABLE THOMAS COVENTRY. 

The StoiuwraN$ nmoi Cowntry was biotlier to 
William, Jlfth Earl of Coventry, descended from John 
Coventry, Mercer and Slieriff of London, A.D. 1416, 

in the rei^ of Henry the Fifth.* He was a member of 
the Grocers' Company, uud served the office of Master in 
the year 1740. 



WILLIAM PITT^ EARL OF CHATHAM. 

** Recorded honours shall palUer round his Tnonnment, and 
** thicken o'er him. It is a solid fabric, and will support the 
« lanntodiat adorn it.*' 

Eekgkm ^Iturd Ckeikeau Jmiiu, Letter 64. 

WmUm Fin, fbnl Earl of Chalham, ms the son of 
Robert Pitt, of Boconnoek, Esq. who served in parlia* 
Bient» in the year 1713 for the Borongh of Old Sarum, 

and in 1722 for Oakhampton. Ho was appointed one of 
the Clerks of Green Cloth to Geoi^^e II. then Prince of 
Wales; and, departing this life in May 1727, was buried 
at Blandford 8t. Mary's, in Dorsetsliire. His younger 
son, the subject of the present memoir^ who was educated 
at Eton, served in parliament for the Borough of Old 
Samm in the 9th parliainent of Great Britain ; the Port 

* CoUiu's Peerage, vol. iv. page 106. 
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of Seaford in the I(Hh». tbe Borough of Aldbmngh in tkie 
lltb» and the City of BaHiin thelSth till he m advaneed 
to the Pe^nge. In Febraaij 1797 he was appointed a 
Oroom of tbe Bedchamber to his Royal Highness 
Frederick Prinee of Wt^s, and, rctBigiiiDg his plaoe in 
1745, he was constituted in the following year Joint 
Vice-Treasurer of Ireland ; and, on the Gtli of May 174G, 
Treasurer and Pay- Master of the Army aiid was sworn 
a Member of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy 
Council. 

He opposed the measures of tbe ministry in parliament 
with an eloquence and force of reasoning seldom equalled, 
for which her g^ce Sarah Dowager Duch^ of MarUH^ 
rc/ugh, left bim a legaoy of iSl 0,000 " upon account, as 

her will expresses it, of his merit in the noble defence 
" he has made for the support of the laws of England, and 
" to prevent the rain of his coantiy.** 

Having resigned his post of Paymaster-General of the 
Forces, he was, on the 4th December 1756, appointed Se^ 
cretary of State for the Southern Department, in the room 
of the Right lloaourahle Henry Fox, which oflSce he held 
until October 1761, (except the small interval from April 
9th 1757, to June 29th the same year,) with such honour 
to himself, such glory to the nation, and so jsjeatly to the 
satisfaction of his Sovereign and the people in general, as 
never any minister in this kingdom before experienced. 
Oar successes abroad dnrin g his patriotic administration 
are too deeply engraved on the a^inds of bis countrymen 
ever to be erased or to need mnch mention here : let it 
suffice then to observe, that all the officers^ employed 
throogh his influence by sea and land justified his clear 
and tnie discernment : under bis. anspices, AmhrBi and 
Boicawen reduced Cape Breton; Wolfe and Saundert 
triumphed at Quebec ; Goree and Senegal were subjugated 
to the crown of Great iirilain ; the French \vere ruined in 
the East Indies, their armies defeated in Europe ; Belleisle 
was rent from their monarchy, their coasts were insulted 
•and ravaged, their fleets destroyed, their tfade annihilated. 
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Lind those ancient enemies of these kingdoms reduced to a 
state of bankruptcy; and that by his wise plan the Havao- 
nah was torn from the Spaniards after his resignation. 

He resig-ned tlie seals of his office of Secretary of State 
on the 5th October 1761, and daring the period that he 
bore no share in the administration, his behaviour displayed 
an inflexible integrity and the greatest love of his coontryy 
paiticularly in the famous affair of General WarrmUM^ and 
that of the Repeal of the American Stamp Aet, on which 
he qpoke with such eloqii€iice« solid jodgement and convio- 
tiott» ns Goold not fail to silenoe hb opponents, and to prove 
that the shivery of onr Colonies wonld be followed 1^ onr 
owfl destmction. 

His Majesty, at lecgtb, conscious of the weakness and 
unpopularity of the Kockingham administration ^ and in- 
duced by a thorough knowledge of Mr. Pitt's great abihtiea 
and by the general wishes of the people, was graciously 
pleased once more to summon him to his assistance in the 
arduous affairs of government, and to confer new honours 
upon him. On the 30th July 1766, His Majesty granted 
to him and to his heirs malie, the digni^ of a Viseoimt and 
Earl of Cheat Britain, by the name^ style, and title of 
FtMOWif Pill, of Bftrloii^PyiMSiil, in the county of So^ 
meiset and Earl ttf Chathim in tiie connfy of Kent; 
and was pleased to deliver to his Lordship the custody of 
the Privy Seal, which high office his Lordship held until the 
2d November 1768, and it was the last public empiuy* 
ment he filled. 

It cannot be denied that the acceptance of a peerage 
lost him much of his popularity, which he never totally 
recovered ; au efl'ect which does not seem founded in rea- 
son. His death on the 11th May 1778, the consequence 
of his eloquent efforts in the house of Lords a few weeks 
before, on the question of the American Colonies, is well 
known to all the world. For several years before his death 
his Lordship wns so violently afflicted with the gout that he 
was not only incapable of attending to his own private 
affans, but was, in general, confined to his chamber, yet so 
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j^at was his love for his country's welfare, that, whenever 
any question of grt ;it moment was to be debated in the 
bouse of Peers, his Lordshij> would attend his duty though 
he was obli§fed to be wrapped in tiaonels and was unable to 
stand without the aid of crutches. 

In April 1757 the Earl cf Chatham became a memher 
of the Grocen' Company, and the copy of his admisBion 
was delivmd to His Lcurdsliip with tho foBowiog note i-^ 

** My Lord, 

^* In testiinoDy of the grateM lensewhiob 
" the Grocers' Companj entertain of your noble effhrts to 
*' stem the general tofrent of conmption, and lessen the 

** extent of ministerial influence, and to revive, by your 
** example, the almost extinguished love of virtue and 
" our country, the Court of Assistants do themselves the 
*' honour to present yoii with the freedom of their Com- 
" pany, and have ordered their clerk to attend you with 
** the copy, taken oat of their Book of AdmisBioD. 

'* Aldbrman Geo. Nelson, Master. 
** Shute Adams, % 
" Thomas Heath, V Wardens, 
" JotiM Stracey, y 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY BILSON 

LEGGE. 

** AaMa of inaleiilesBs might, 
*' andwoiidraiiswItloBMHiagehifhaliUn.'' 

jS^wnmt. Faerk Queue. 

n» Right Hmmmralth ffmry BUson Legge, fourth son 
of WUliam tke firti Earl of Dartmouth, was bom on 
the 29th March 1708.* He represented the Borough of 

* Cdlltts's Peerage, to], viil. 
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MtiBQomukComnSi, m iivt of tib 8th parlktMtof GvMt 
Britain^ at whieb time be ynm a Comvilsaioaer of tbe Navy, 
aady soon after. Joint- Secretary of tbe Treasury. He re- 
presented the Borough of Orford in Sullblk, in three 
succeeding parliaments, and was, afterwards, chosen Knigbt 
of the Shire for the connty of Hants. On the 16th July 
1752, he had a grant of the office of Sarveyor- General of 
all His Majesty's Woods, in the lands of the ancient inheri- 
tance of the Crown on tbe north and south sides of tbe river 
Trent, at wbiob time be resigned bis place of Secretary to 
the Treasory. la 1745 he was constitated one of the 
Lords Commisiioiiers of tbe Adiiiiialty» and in 1746 a 
Loid of tbelVeasoiy. In*174Sbewa8 afipointed EaToj-> 
extiaordinary and Plempotontiary to tbe King of Fhud% 
and^ on bis retoniy in tbe fdlowiog year» was named Tieft- 
sorer of tbe Kavy. He beoane CbaneeKiNr and Undev- 
Treaanier of His Majesty's Excbeqner in April 1754, and 
resigned the office in the November of the same year. 

He was again appointed to those great offices in 
November 1756, from which he was removed in April 1757, 
and was succeeded therein by Lord Mansfield; but the 
nation in getieral, shewing their regret thereat, His Majesty 
was pleased, on the 2d July, the same year, to constitute 
bim, onoe inore» Chancellor and Under-Treasurer of the 
Excbeqner^ and one of the Lords Commissioners of tbe 
Treasury. He continued in those offices to the universal 
satisfaetion of all parties, ttll, vpon a cbsnge of ministiy in 
1762; be waalmaclotil, aabecbosetoexpfeiiityandtbe 
JLard Vkcmmi Barruuf^on appointed in bis room. His 
bealtb for some time sensibly dedining, be retired to the 
sweets of domestie bapimess and private fiiendsbip, and 
departed this life on the 21st Angost 1764. His death was 
sincerely lamented by all good and virtuous men, and aU 
true lovers of their country. 

It was after his removal from office, in 1767, that he was 
elected a Member of the Grocers' Company. He was the 
friend and coadjutor of the great Mr. Pitt, afterwards Lord 
Chatkam, whom be supported in all bU endeavours to check 
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the Whig faction,* wImmo intrigaesy at that i>eriod, distracted 
the nation. They wefe elected the same day» and the 
fteedom of the Companj was accompanied by the following 
letter to both, writtea at the QDaiiinMHis requeat of the 
Court of Attiitants : — 

" Sir, 

*• In testimony of the grateful sense wbich the 
Grocers* Company entertain of your noble eti'orts to stem 
** the general torrent of corruption, and lessen the extent 
** of ministerial influence, and to revive, by yonr example, 
" the almost extinguished love of virtue and our country, 
the Court of Assistants do themselves the honour to pre* 
aeut you with the freedom of their Company, and have 
ordered theur clerk to attend yon with the copy, taken 
ont of their Book of Admisnon ; " 

Alderman Gbo. Nblson, Jfefiir. 
Shuts Adams, 1 
Thomas Hkath, > Wardens. 
John Steacey, j 
leth Day of AprU, 1707., 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS EDWARD AUGUSTUS, 

J)UK£ OF YORK. 

The detaiii of the tife of this Royal Memher of the Gro- 
cers* Company are so well known, that it would be super- 
flnous to repeat them hefe. It is snffioient to state that, in 
1760, Prince Edward Augnstns IL6., next brother to 
bis late Majesty George the Third, was created Duke of 
York and Albany, by his grand-father Greorge the Second. 
He died, without issue, on the 6th September 1767, at 
Monaco in Italy, and was interred at Westminster the 
November foilowiog.f 

* Biaief s Reign of Oeofge the Third, nil, L 
t Bolton's EztiBct Pcwiige^ page S16. 
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In June 17G1, he was presented with the freedom of the 
Grocers' Conijiany, which was delivered to his Royal High- 
ness in a gold box. of the value of one hundred gaiaeas. 
The event is tbas recorded io the Companj^s books ; 

JuiiN Lane, MasUr* 
Daniel Bayne, ^ 
Samuel Wollaston^ L Wardens. 
. BOYGB Trbb, j 

" His Bojal Hig^ess Edward Angastnsy Duke of York 
" and Albany, Earl of Ulster, Knight of the Most Ho- 
'* noniable Order of the Garter, one of His Majestjf's 
*' Privy Connoil, and One of the Rear-Admirals of the 

*' Blue Squadron of His Majesty's fleet, having most gra- 
•* ciously coudescended to accept the trc( dom of the War- 
" dens and Commonalty of the Mystery of the Worshipful 
" Company of Grocers of the City of London, was ac- 
** cordingly admitted the 17th day of June 1761, pur- 
" suant to the unanimous resolution of the Court of Asns- 
** tantSt held the same day. 

John Albxandbr^ CUrkJ* 



THE RIGHT HON. ARTHUR ONSLOW. 

** The gtntleimui Is leun'd, a niMtnre ipesker, 
^ to Mature none mora boand ; his learainK such 

" that ho may furnish and instract great teachois, 
** and navor saok aid out of himself." 

Shak^^e, Uenry VUL Act.L Stmt I, 

Arthur (huhw, was son of Foot Onslow Esq, and 
grandson to Sir Arikvr Onslow Bart. He was chosen 
representative for Guildford in the year 1719, and also in 

the succeeding parliament. Jn January 172(5 he took his 
seat for the county of Surrey, and, havii^g been unanimously 



• ColUna's Paange, vol. vU. edit. 1779. 
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eleotad Spedtor of Hie Home of Comiiioin« vm wpfmweA 
of by His M^etty on the 27th of that month. In Jnly 
1728 he wai swam one of Hit Majesty's Host Hononnble 

Privy Council, and, in 1729, appointed Chancellor and 
Keeper of the Great Seal to Queen Caroline. In 1734 
be was constituted Treasurer of the Navy, but resigned 
that office in 1743. Such was the respect which the House 
of Commons entertained for his character and talents that 
they elected him Speaker for five consecutive parliaments; 
and. on his resignation of that honourable office in 1761, 
he noeired an nnanimons vote of thanks from the House 
eoconpanied by an address to His Majesty " that be would 
" be giacioudy pleased to confer some signal mark of liis 

royal favour on the Speaker, for the great and eminent 
" services performed to his conntiy for thirty^three years 

and upwards, during which he had. with distinguished 
** aUlity and integrity, presided in the chair of that house. " 
On the 20th of April 1761, the King granted him, in con- 
seqnence, a pension of £3000 a-year out of the Civil-list 
revenue. In this year, after receiving the freedom of the 
City of London in a gold box, he was presented with that 
of the Grocers' Company', which he accepted with many kind 
expressions of thankfulness. 

This worthy man and illustrious patriot died on the 17th 
February 1768 in the 77th year of lus age and was buried 
at Thames- Ditton. 

He married Anne, daughter of Jamei Brid^ Etq, of 
Thames>Dilton. and had one son and one dm^ter. His 
son George Ondom afterwards became Lord Onskno and 
Orani!ay. of which title he was the fourth peer. 



iV^r John Phillips of Picton-Castle in the county of 
Pembroke and of Clogvvaruu, iu the county ofCaermarthen 
Bart, is a member oi one of the oldest families in Wales, 
his descent being clearly traced Irom Kadwor Kotor. Lord 



SIR JOHN PHILLIPS, BAPi-T. 
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pf M9im»-h^(^ mentioned in Uie di?isioa betireen lus 8M8| 
A. D, 1084, who was bnried in the Brioiy of Caennarthen. 

SirJahm Phillips was appomted in 1744 aComnusstoner 
of IVade and Phmtaiions^ and represented in parliament 
the borough of Petersfield. In 1754 he was chosen 
Knight of the Shire for the county of Pembroke^ and in 
1761, was sworu a Member of His Majesty's Most llouour- 
able Phvy Conncil. He received the freedom of the City 
of London, as a reward for his public services, and was 
admitted a member of the Grocers' Company in March 
1761. Sir John Phillips died in June 1764 and was 
buried at Haveifoidwest. 

GEOBGE COOK£; ESQ. M.P. 

Osof^ Cooke Ekq» one of the Pkothonotories of the Court 
of Common Pleas and representatiTO in parliament for the 
eounty of Middlesex, received the freedom of the City of 

London in 1761, at the same time with Sir John Phillips, 
Bart. The circumstances which induced the citizens to 
confer this honour upon them are thus recorded by Mait^ 
land.* 

" Sir John Phillips Bart, and Member of the House 
" of Commons, having, at all times, and on all occasionSy 
** espoused the cause of liberty* and to show his firmness 
" and independency, had thrown np the profitable place of 
" a Lord Trade and Plantations, rather than submit to 
the dictates of a minister, directing the minions of power 
to vote in the House of Commons, had^ for some yean» 
been a standing toast amongst the friends of publie 
« liberty, and the maintainers of the rights and privileges 
" of hi& fellow-subjects ; and he, having heartily joined 
with Mr. Geoj (/e Cooke, one of the Kuis^hts of the 
** Shire for t!ie county of Middlesex, in managing^ the 
^ business of the City of London^ in the House of Com- 



* History of London, toI. li. Appendix, page 34. 
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" mons, for gome time pasV' a motion was made and 
carried, that they should be presented with the freedom of 
the City. Mr. Cooke was^ consequently, elected a mem- 
ber of the Gtoeen* Compaoy ia March 1.761. 



HIS MOST SERENE HIGHNESS THE HERE- 
DITARY PRINCE OF BRUNSWICK - LU- 
NENBURG. 

« Fair flower of Knighthood, famed for noble Uood, 
** For coortty gnwe wad warlike hardihood." 

BfMd. EiwifmtiSlgh^BoQkL 

Ckarlea WUHam Ferdinand, Hertditary Prince of 
WcifeMhUtel-'Bevern, was the eldest son of Charlie the 
reignuigDoke of that State in 1764» by the PrineeeePkir 
l^tpma (^uarioiia, second sister to the then Kmg^ Prueeia* 
The hereditary Prince became connected with England in 
the year mentioned, by marrying her Royal Highness the 
Princess Augusta, sister of his late Majesty George III. 
Tlie degree of consanguinity between the family of the 
Prince and the Royal House of England was, previously, 
of the nearest kind, both being branches of the same house 
of Brunswick, the two lines of which, Brunswick' Wolf en- 
huttel and Brunswick- Lunenburg had the same common 
founder^ yis. Ernest the Confeeeor, who first introduced 
the reformation into his dominions^ and from whom sprung 
the Dukee of Brunemek-Woffenbuttel, and the EUeiore 
ff Haniomr, 

Prmce Ckarke, although only twenty*nine years of ^ge 
at the time of his nuuniage, had already signalhEed biouelf 
io war. When the Hanoverians resumed their arms, in 
consequence of the infraction of the convention of Gloster 

Seven on the part of the French, Prince Ferdinand of 
Brmiswick, brother to the reigning Duke, was appointed 
Commaiider-in-Chief of the British Aruiy. The heredi- 
tary Prince, then in his twenty-third year, joined the 
troops and behaved with the greatest gallantry. From 
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tliat time to the period of his arrival in England, be is 

stated to have taken part ia do less than twenty-nine 
actiuns, in ail of wliich he displayed great military science 
and bravery, and in the last of them narrowly escaped 
death. He had been twice before wounded ; once in the 
shoulder and afterwards in the leg (having his horse 
killed under him) ; but, In the battle alluded to, which he 
fought with Caani Ds StamvilU, near Friedbuig, in 
1763» and in which, after a brave lesbtance, he was nn- 
ancoessfnli be received a musket ball in liis side. He was 
transported from the field of battle saccessively to Hom- 
berg, Fritzler, and Munden, at which place the wound 
was opened. This operation, a most painful one, was 
succeeded by a fever occasioned by irritation arising from a 
splinter, and the Prince was for several days in great 
danger; but a strong constitution and skilful treatment saved 
liim« and, in three weeks, he was declared to be convales- 
cent This was the last action in which he took part, as in 
less than three months after that event hostilities ceased* 

His reception in England was enthusiastic, for he not 
only had been engaged in defending the hereditary domi- 
nions of the house of Hanover against the French, but he 
came for the purpose of espousing a Princess to whom the 
nation was peculiarly attached on account of her virtues 
and amiable character. The City of London, always fore- 
most on occasions of this kind, presented addresses of con- 
gratulation on the Prince's arrival, to iumself and to his 
royal bride, offering him at the same time the freedom 
of the City in a gold box of 150 guineas value. His 
Serene Highness selected the Gtoceis' Company as the 
one to which he wished to be attached, and his name was 
euiotted among the list of members on the 18th of October 
1765, the record of his admission being presented to him ih 
a gold box of the value of one hundred guineas. He is 
therein described as " a Prince who has rendered iumself 
" glorious for his heroic actions, eminent for conjugal 
'* affection to his most amiable consort, and every other 
** private virtue." 

T 
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CHARLES PRATT» FIB8T EARL OAMDBIT. 

** It doth ftppMT jw an « wodhy jadif j 

" Yuii know the Uw — yoor exp<»Ui«B 
'* Um been OMMt sound/' 

MmkMt <ff V€nic4, Act. II. Sc. 1. 

Charles Pratt, first Earl Camden, the son of Sir John 
Pratt f presided, for many years, in tbo Court of King's 
Bench. He was educated fint at £loii and afterwards ai 
Kiqg^i College Cambridge. 

After taking the two fint d^gveea^ which faoifitated hia 
oall to the bir, he beeaine a manibar of lincoln't Inn and, 
amalatim the example of his ^pttdeoumtarCowperp JMti, 
and Sonur*^ and of his oontemporaviet Torit and Mmrmff 
aoon acquired a high repatatioD** After attting for aoeie 
time in the House of Commons, he rose in succession to 
all the groat offices appertaining; to his professioa, and, 
as Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, he not only 
distiiiguisbed himself greatly, but rendered himself the 
most popular judge that had sat on the bench since the 
revolution, hy his decision in the case of John Wilkes, ia 
eonsequence of which a jreaero/ warrant was declared to be 
unlawful* In 1765 he was created Baron Camden ; in 17^ 
he beeame Lord Chaneellor, but resigned soon after from 
an avowed opinion of the ii^aatieb of the Ameriean irar. 
In 1782 he was Prendent of the CooneU; in 1786 vaa 
oreated en Eail ; and* nnehenged bj the fiivonn of the 
Conrt, he, to his honour* perseTered in his original prin^ 
eiples to the last moment of his life, having contributed 
much to the success of the bill for explainiug the law of 
libels, and expressed his decided opinion, " that the jurj 
•* was competent to decide both ou Uiw and fact." 

This illustrious man, for many years the friend and 
colleague of William i^iit Earl of Chatham^ died April 
18th 1794) in the 75th year of his age. . 

hard Camdm wee nnthor of two traets; one on the mit 

• late to Ike Hoose of Ludk * 
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oi Habeas Corpus, the other in the case of Doe on the 
demise of Hindsdon, which contains a refutation of Lord 
Mansjieid's ar^^ument in the case of W^tyiham verem 
Chetwynd. 

He wu presented with the freedom of the Grocers' 
Compaoy on the 24th February 1764, while Lord Chief 
Josliee oC His Majesty's Court of CommoD Pleas, and ac» 
cepted it with many expressioiis of regard and thankfnhMis. 



ms EOYAL HIGHNESS WILLIAM HENRY, 
DUKE OF GLOUCESTER. 

This Prince was the third son of Frederick Friuoe of 
Walu, fiither of his late Majesty King George III., and 
was bom at Leicester- House on the 14th November 
1748; he was baptiied eleven days after by the name of 
WUHam Hmuy, 

At the nunriage of the late liCti^ George lU. and Queen 
Charhiie on the 8th September 1761, His Royal High* 
ness walked on the Queen's left hand to and from the 
Chape? ; and, having no right at that time, be not being 
a peer, to form a part of the public procession at the 
Coronation on the 22d of that month, he handed his 
mother, the Princess Dowager of Wales, who, with her 
yoonger children and attendants, made a lesser processioD 
to and from Westminster Abbey* On the 27th of May 
1762, Hii Royal Highness was elected a Knight of the 
Garter, and was installed at Windsor on the 25th Sep- 
tember following, when the King and Qneen hononred 
the solemnity with their presence. 

A few days before His lloyal Highness was of full age, 
His Majesty was pleased to grant to him and to the heirs 
male of H. R. H., the dignity of a Duke of the Kiiirrdom 
of Great Britain, and of an Earl of the Kingdom of Ireland, 
by the names, styles, and titles, of Duke of Gloucester and 
MdMwrgK and Earl of Connaught. 

On the 99tb of March 1765, His Royal Highness was 

t2 
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elected a member of the Worshipful Company of Grocers ; 
find Iho frrodom, curiously written on vellutn and blazoned 
with their arms und other decorations, presented to biia ia 
a gold box of the value of one hqndred guineas.' 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM PITT. 

" And shall not his memory to Bntaia be dear, 
" WboM example with enrjr all nations behold ; 

'* A stRteiiBui nnbiaaiPd by inCnat or fear, 
'* Bj power naeomipted, untainted hj gold r' 

Tk* PiM that WHikered ike Sttmm, 

William Pitt, second son of William Jirst Earl of 
Chatham and of Lady Hester only daaghter of Richard 
Grenville^ Esq. was born at Hayes in Kt iit, on the 28th of 
May 1759. He was educated at homo under the imme- 
diate eye of his father, who, as be found him very early 
capable of receiving, imparted to bim many of the principles 
which had goided his own political conduct, and, in other 
respects, paid so much attention to his education, that at 
fourteen he was found fully quaiifted for the university; 
and, accordingly, at that age> he was entered ' at Pem* 
brohe-hall, Cambridge, where he distinguished himself by 
bis application 'and by his success in attaining those 
branches of knowledge to which his studies were particu- 
larly directed ; nor have many young men of rank passed 
through the probation of the university witli a liigher cha- 
racter for morals, abilities, industry, and regularity. He 
was intended by his father I'ur the bar and the senate, and 
his education was regulated in a manner to embrace both 
these objects. Lord Chatham died while Mr* Pitt was in 
his nineteenth year, but the cloud which such an event 
could not fail to cast over the prospects of a younger son, 
was quickly dispelled by those qualities which cleared to 
bun the path to eminence by his own exettions. In the 
spring of 1780, Mr, Pitt became resident in linoolnls Inn 
and regularly attended Westminster Hall; he had pre* 
viously kept the necessary terms, and, being caUed to the 
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bar tw tke Idtkof l^oBi went the .western dieait io 
anmmer ef that year. 

. • At tlie general eleotioo in the antonin of 178(V he was 
an nnsnocessfal candidate to' represent the university of 

Gafnbridg'e in parliament; and in the following year, ^ 
through the influeace of Sir James Lowther, was returned 
for the Borough of Appleby. 

It is not my intention, in this sketch, to enter into 
those details which belong to history \ first, because I feel I ' 
could not do justice to them ; and» secondly, because I am 
convinced that Mr, Pii^t character, as a statesman, can 
never be duly appreciated, if detached from the great 
events which he attempted to control ; and any attempt at 
a narrative of them here wonld far exceed my limits. I, 
dierefore, recommend those who wish to be more inti^ 
matoly acqnamted with the particnlars of itfirt IHlfs public 
cmeer, to peruse the memoirs of Jiim written hy Mr* 
Gifford and by Dr. TmMu, late Bishop of WincIiesUr, 
his tutor. 

Mr, Pitt* 8 first speech in the British senate was deli- 
vered on the 2Gth of Febniary 1781, on Mr, Burkes 
motion respecting a retrenchment in the civil list. It is a 
cnfioas fact mentioned by Dr» Tomline that Mr. Pitt en- 
tered the House of Commons without any intention of 
taking part in the debate ; but, being called upon by the 
house, he rose, and beginning in a collected and unem* 
bamssed manner, argued strongly in luvour of the inli, 
an'd acquitted, himself .in a manner which .astonished all 
who heard him, and convinced the world that the expeota^ 
tions formed of him were completely answered. At tins 
period Mr. put had .not completed . his twenty-second 
year.* 

The death of the Marquis of Rockingham and the con- . 
sequent dissolution of his ministry, caused the elevation of 
the Earl of Shelburne to the post of First Lord of the 
Treasory, and Mr, Pitt, for the first time, became a 

* Memoirs of the Highi Honourable WUliam Pitt, vol. i. p. 23* 
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cabinet minister, by accepting the office of ChaoceUor of 
the Exchequer, wiben he had jast ooopieted hit Iweoty- 
ihM year. A generel peace with America, Fmce, S|NHn, 
iDo. MOD foUoirad, 9mi, in April Vm, ih^ Utmm mdi- 
lioQ miablry took llie pkma of IfcoMi wfatm they Ml 
•KpeHsd. Their trianpht faunref er, im ef iheit dtnslieii ; 
for the rejection of the eelebraled India BiU by the House 
of Lordi; eoeapelM them to wmpi tbeir pheel ; and Mr, 
Pin, whose talent for the oflice was no longer denied, 
was made, at the age of twenty-four, First Liord of the 
Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer. His firmness 
of purpose, and uncompromising rectitude of condnct, 
carried him triumphantly through all the cabals aud oppo- 
attioQ levelled agaknt him at the commencement of his 
career, and, sobseqiiently, through the difficaltiei of the 
Regency Qneilion in and thnn^h tt^ dangers with 
ivbioh the oottitiry nai mennoed it the period ef the Fkeneh 
mohilien. 

What has been termed the jyrlssi or prine^^ of Mr* 
Pif l» in comoMiicing and osnlibafaig <1» wir Mil EMnoe» 
ennnot beJbetterexpliiied than in IIm knguage.ef Xoitf 
ChnmriUe, who, wiien it was proposed to make peaoe with 

the Republican Government of France, found the propo- 
sitioDS and explanations of the French minister to be insults 
'rather than concessions and apologies, aud said, that his 
Sovereign never could discontinue his preparations for war, 
" while the French retained that tuHmlftU and aggrwiv€ 
" tpirU which threatened dan^ to tmry mrttsn in Mwh 
r^.''*OttthisprinetpiothewarwasinstitiitcidyaBdonthis 
prineiple itwass«pportBd»atniMic and at an expenfo beymid 
all preeedent Jfr. Pitt, however, did notUvnlo witness 
that glorious and wonderful lerminalion, wUeh was, at last, 
branght about by noontinnanoe of the same system be bad 
eonatantly puisued ; and wbieb, finally, ended in the con* 
quest of France, the annihilation of her armies, aud the 

* Biographical Dictionary, vol. xx?.— Tomline's and Gifford's Lires of 
WUlkun Ptit. 
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baiubliindnt of ber Bnler. Mr.PUt, after a sbort UkiBMy 
died, at four o'clook in the momwga on tlM 28d Januaiyt 
1606^ io t|» 47th year of his aga, and voa ahoftty aftflfr 
.wda aiiaBfBd ia WagfiiiBatinr Abhfiy* 
. The froBdoiD of Gtvo^ Gtompaoy was voted la 
Jfr. Ml in Feluruary 1784» and Jm» obliging inodo of 
aooeptiog^ the honour gave great satisfoetioD to the Mooii^ 
Imvs.* The record was richly emblazooed on vellum^ and 
was accompaoied by tlie ioiiuwiiig letter : 
Sir, 

** In testimony of the lively sense which the 
" Grocers' Compaoy entertain of your able, upright, and 
« disiiitoreited conduct, as First Commissioner of the 
Troaiwjf and Chanoolior of His Majesty's Exohequer, 
** wd in gnititade for, and approtrntson of your steady 
naal» in jnpporling tbe legal firerogative of the Crown 
pid cointltirtkinel n^iti of tiM people, in the pieaent 
aianmng end oritieel jnnotiure of albin, flie Covit of 
^ AMifltantf do fhemielTea the honour to admit you into 
** the freedom of tteir Company, and have dkeeted the 
Wardens to present you with the copy taken from their 
book of admission. 

** John Finch, Master, 

" William Hill, '\ 

*' J^ME8 Tyres, yWwrdem:' 

** Thomas Jaqksom, ^ 



CHARLES, MARQUESS CORNWALLIS» 

'< He was a man of nre redoubted might, ' 

Famous throughout ihp world for warlike prayM, 
** And glorioTis spoyles purchast in perilous fight* 
** Fuil many doughtie knights he in his dayes 

Had doen to death, subdued in equaU frayes." 

The family of Cornwallis sprung originally from com^ 
merce, and settled honourably in Suffolk nearly five cen- 
teiesago. 

• page 19. 
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WiUiam Harmif, Esq, CiaiGuceux King of Arms, ia 
his vintatioD of the conaty of Saffolk, made anno 1561, 
states, that Thomas ChmwaVeys, of London, merGhant^ 
the fiiBt of thia family meDtumed in the said visitatioff/ 

vaa ft ^oaogier biother, «nd hm in Mand, from 
** whence the Minmme eometh, (wheie at thlt 4ay be 
" found diven of that name), as apjpears by a deetf tn^ 

dented in the forty-fiiit year of -£Ac«nf 11/^ and that 

tUs Thomas gttve the same arms which the honse, at the 
•* time of the said visitation, did bear, with s fess dandite s 
•* the like whereof (he says) is engraven in stone upon the 
•* church porch of Ocley near Broome ; nevertheless, they 
•* do DOW bear, and of long time have borne, the fess plain; 
" which deed, with the seal of arms, and the escutcheon 
" upon the pordh, as is afoiesaid, the said Clarenceux 
" testifies to have seen in his said visitation.'* Thb Thomas 
Comtvalleys was Sherifi^ of London in 1378, and dying in 
1384, was buried in the chnrch of St Martin's Viiitiy^ 
London* 

From him descended Frederick, the first peer, who oil 
the 20th of April 1661» was. created n Baron of the 
realm, by the title of Lord Comwattis of Eye in the 

county of Suffolk. ' ' 

Charles, the fifth Lord, one of the Grooms of the Bed- 
chamber to George I, was constituted Lord Chief Justice, 
and Justice in Eyre of all the Kings's forests, &c. south of 
Trent, and was elevated to the rank of an Eari^ by the 
style and title of Viscouni Broome^ in the county of Suffolk, 
and Earl ComwaUis. 

Charles, his eldest son and heir, the subject of this 
memoir, was bom on the 81st of December, 1798L He 
represented the Borough of Bye in Parliament, until he 
succeeded his father in the peerage in 1702* His Lmrd* 
ship, choosing a military life, was appointed aide-de-camp 
to Geo, III, in August 1765, with the rank of Colonel 
of foot. He became Major-general in 1775, Lieutenant- 
general in 1777, and General in 1793. The history of this 
distinguished soldier's active life, to be iuUy appreciatedi 
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'most be read in tiie aDnab of Ins eonntry. Hb bad an 

important, though oot always fortunate, command in the 
American war; and in 1786, his Lordslii|) was sent out to 
India with tiie double appointment of Governor-General and 
Commander-in-Chief; and, arriving at Calcutta in Sep- 
■tember of that year, found the different Presidencies in 
rising prosperity. Not long after, the Government of 
Bengal judged it necessary to declare war against the Sul- 
tan o/Mymn^ for his attack on the ReQfik of IVanoncorf. 
the ally of the English. The campaign of 1790 was inde- 
cisive; but in March 1791, Lord Cornmailu invaded the 
Mysore, and eame in right of Seringapatam, which he was 
prevented from investing by the floods of the Cavery. In 
1792 he besieged that metropolis ; when, as the attack 
advanced, Tippoo Saih sued for peace, and obtained it, on 
terms dictated by his Lordship. By his integrity, punctU 
lions regard to faith, and disinterested and generous con* 
duct, be increased the reputation of the British name in 
India ; and, by his measnres for its improvement, amelio- ' 
rated the condition of our empire theie. 

On the 5th of August 1792, he was advanced to the 
dignity of Jfnr^fiisif CormoaUiB* 

In 1796, the rebellion in Ireland appearing, both to the 
Viceroy Lord Camden and to His Majesty, to require a 
Lord Lieutenant, who could act in a military as well as in 
a civil capacity, the King appointed Marquess Cornwallis 
bis successor. ** The rebellion being finished," says Bis- 
aef, " the'new Viceroy adopted a plan of mingled firmness 
'* and conciliation, which, executed with discriminating 
/' jndgmient, tended to quiet Ireland, and prepare matters 

Ibr a permanent plan to prevent the recurrence of snch 

pemidons evils, and to promote the industry and proa- 
*• perity of the country. He retained his high appoint- 
ment till May 1801, when he was succeeded by the Earl 
of Hardwicke. 

In 1804 his Lordship bad the honour of being appointed 



* UiQtory of Engiaad, vol. vi. p. 215. 



COMPibNY OB OIIOCIUUI. 



a second time Goveraor-GeDeral of India, on the recal of 
Marqwtm Wetteskffi and in th^ ftation he died» at 
Gawnepoor, in the provinee at Benares, October the 6th 
wem e«t with an active life ipent in the aevfiee of 
liis eonntry, and eoreied with gloiy and hononn.* 

On the Slat of October 1790, the JfoigiMii ChrmDM$ 
waa elected a Member ef the Grocei^s Company, at the 
■ame time with his fiiend and. eompamon in anu^ 
William Medows. 



MAJOR-GENERAL SIR WJLUAM MEDOWS^ 

K.B. 

In the pedigprees preasrved at the College of Arms I 
find that Daniell Meadowe, of Chatisham St. Mary, in the 
eovnty of Suffolk, in the year IdSO, parohased the Lofd- 
. shipef WitaeshamofiSSrJtstirf JEyfcikMM. ffisson, A* 
PkS^ Mtdmm, Mafsfaal of the King's Palace, ami Knight 
of the order of the Elephant of Denmark, was appointed 
HtB Majesty's Ambassador to tiie coart of Sweden. His 
great grandson, Charhs Medoms^ representative in Paiv 
liament for the county of Nottingham, took the name aud 
arms of Pierrepointy and was raised to the peerage in 
1796, by the title of Viscount Newark, of Newark-upon- 
Treat, and B<tron Pierrepoint, of floUne Fierrepointy 
both of the county of Nottingham. 

His third brother. Sir WUliam Medam, Knight of ths' 
Most HoBOHEahle Order of ^e Bath, was a M^joi^neral 
in the army, and CoUmel of the 73d segimant ef loot; 
HigUandem. fie wastfae compaaioti in anns of thegreot 
J fargwtm Clarwmcgs, ander whom he higMy dlsfingnlrfied 
himself uildUn. Heieeaivedthelieedemcf theGsaeenr 
Ciompany at the nme tune with tint gallant commander, 
namely, in October 1792, and it was presented to him 
witiL the following address : 

• CoUina's Peerage, bjr Sir ^ Brydgea, voi. u. p. 5S7. 
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• " Sir, 

** To manifest the unshaken loyalty of the Wor- 
*• shipful Company of Grocers to their most g^racions Sove- 
•* reign, and in testimony of the high sense of approbation 
** and regard which they entertain for His Majesty's 
officers, moftt Dobij and emineolly distinguishing them- 
" seWes in the seryioe of thmr oonntiy, the Court of 
** AiMtaDti of the CoMp«nj of Grocers, traly sensible of 
•* the snocess wUoh has attended His Mctjeety's mm m 
** India ondnr joar Mnmmti and true eondnet, mofft 
«« hambly reqaeit you will be pleaaed to iMoonr <iieBi by 
" jour aoeaptBDce of the fraedom of tlieir Company, 
fiuniEid for antiquity, and distiofaialied in having His late 
most gracious Majesty King William III. of iHnstrious 
•* memory, and many other august aad noble personages, 
as^ membera of their community. 

James Tyars, 
* ** Thomas Jackson, 

** William Sutherland, 
" l4AUNc«i<0T Sharps* 



TOE RIGHT HONOURABLE ROBEHT 
JENKIN80H» EABIi OF UVEBPOOI^ 

** Tf the sun uf his career, as Prime Minister of England, roae amiddt 
the var of L-ieinents, amidst cluuds and lightnings ftnd thunder, 
^ tn splendour and in glorj." — Obitmtry. 

• • • ' 

Sir Robert Jenkiiiwn, of Walcot, in the county of Ox on, 
Knt. had the honour of knighthood conferred upon him by 
James I. arino 1618. He is said to have been descended 
from Anthony JenkiMon, an eminent merchant and navi- 
gator» in the reigns of £dward F/., Qmeen Mury;^ and 
ijmmtk Elizabeth, who was Ambassador from England to 
GaaatanftiMfto and to tlia Caar of Muscoty. Sur Robert's 
•aovaaaEeatadaBaionet by CkaHmIL anno 1061, and 
the tHIe remained nnchanged in tlie family until the year 
1786^ when ClMriflt> mm of iSfir Aonli Iminmn, waa 



COMPANY OF GROOBBS. 



eletated to the peeiage by Oie title of Baron flomtefticry 
in tbe ooobty of 61bDoe8ter» Mid advanced to lie Earl ^ 
Lherpoalf on the 28th May 1796. Robert Bdnk$ Jm- 
kkuoH, the snbjeot of this memoir, was his eldest son, aud 
socoeeded to the title in 1808.* 

. His Lordship was born on the 7th June 1770 ; and, 
after haviog been educated at the Charter-bouse, was 
entered as a student at Christ Clvnrch, Oxford, where he 
formed an acquaintance, which ripened into intimacy and 
friendship, with Mr, Canning. Lord Liverpool's lirst en- 
trance into public life was as Member of Parliament for 
Rye, in 1791 : he had been elected the year preceding,' 
but oonld not take his seat, as he had not attained the age 
of twenty-one. In 179B Mr^ JtnkiMon was appomted one 
of the Conunisstonen of the India Board, the duties of 
which station he performed with equal satisfaction to the' 
Company and to the GSovemment In 1796, in conse- 
quence of the elevation of his father to the peerage, he 
assumed the title of Lord Hawkesbury. 

The first introduction of Lord Hawkesbury into the 
cabinet took place in 1801, when, at the tejnporary retire- 
ment of Mr. Pi ft from power, Mr, Addington was 
appointed Prime Minister. Lord Hawkesbury then be- 
came Secretaiy of State for the Foreign Department, and 
was actively engfaged in the debates which ensued oh those 
changes. In one of those debates JIfr. Pitt took an oppor* 
tnnity of wannly enlogising him; and asked the gmitlemen 
on the opposite side of the Honse " if they knew any one 
f among them snperior to the noble Semtary — saving, 
^'.indeed, one peison, unnecessary to name, whose tran- 

seendent talents made him an exception to almost any 
?' rule?" 

On the resignation of Mr, Addington in 1803, the ad- 
ministration was, of course, dissolved : Mr. Pitt returned 
to the head of the ministry, and Lord Hawkeslury received 

the seais of the Home Department. The death of ifr. Pitt, 
* CoUiiM'4 Peerage, by Sir £. Brydges, vol. v. 
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which took place on the 23d of Janaary 1806, aflbrded 
Lord Hawkeshuryt who had continued with distingiiished 
seal and ability, to manage the duties of bis own office, 
and materially to assist Mr, PiH in the general concerns 
of that changing time^ the first opportanity that occurred to 
him of having a supreme control, in the councils of the 
nation. Hu late Majesty, in the first instance^ honoured 
him with lus confidence and commands respecting the 
formation of a new ministry ; but hard Hawkeshury, well 
knowing the situation and the relative strength of public 
parties, with that discriminating good sense whicii always 
distinguished him, declined th* flatti ring otler. He re- 
ceived, however, a decided proof of the King's atfachment, 
by being appointed to the ?acaut situation • of Warden of 
the Cioqae Ports. 

On the return of Mr. Pitt's friends to power in the 
following year. Lord Hawkeshury resumed his station in 
the Cabinet as Secretary for the Home Department, still 
declining any higher, and especially avoiding the highest 
office. At the latter end of 1808, Lord Hawke^ury was 
summoned to attend the death-bed of his father, who, 
after a protraetiBd illness, expired on the 17th December,* 
io that year, thus leaving his son at the head of his family 
as second Karl of Liverpool, 

When the duel between Lord Casilereagh and Mr. 
Canning induced them to resign their situations in the 
government, and the Duke of Portland to withdraw from 
its head, Mr, Percival, still iiiidirig the Earl of Liverpool 
averse to the Premiership, united in name, as he bad 
already done in eflPect, the two oflSces of First Lord of the 
Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Lord 
Lhterpool consented to become Secretary of State for the 
War Department 

At hagtk an eTent» as unexpected as it was calamitous,' 
the assassination of Jfr. P$rehial in Blay 1812, left the' 
ministiy in so disjointed a state that Lord Liverpool 
yielded to the request of the Prince Regent to place 
himself at its head ; and it may be truly said that no man 
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the Premiership. He had been in Parliament twenty 

jears, taking, in each Louse, successively, a leading part 
in every debate of national importance, and he had been 
for more than haU^ that period in the confidential service of 
the Crown. 

It would be superfluous to follow his Lordship through 
bu bright csncr dnring the eventful period of the Spanish 
mr, on the iooeeis of which the fate not only of Engknd 
but of Europe teemed te depend^ or to detail the measnrea 
wbieh be adofiled, dnring tbe distnibaiioes of 1816 imd 
18179 for pmecviDg and naUmng the iatenial tmnqoiUity 
ef the eouitry; tey are pieiest to the reeoUeetioii ef all 

of HI. 

Lord lAverpool continued to discharge the duties of his 
elevated station until February 1B27, when his Lordship 
was suddenly seized by a fit of au apoplectic and paral3'tic 
nature, which affected the whole of his right side, and 
from which he never recovered. He lingered on in a 
hopeless state until the 4th December 1828, when an 
attack of spasms and convulsions termmaled his existeoee* 

Lord Lmrpooi was admitted a member of the GrmenT 
Company on the 12th July 1814, and the freedom waa 
presented to bim viHi the (olIoenQg addien 

" To the Right HononnbleBcliert Baniu, Svl of 

liverpool. Knight of the G^arter^ &c. &c. &c. 

" May it please your Lordship, 

We have the pleasure to express, in the name of the 
** Worshipful Company of Grocers, the high gratification 
they derive from your Lordship's condescension in 
•* becoming a member of our iSociety. Could we have 
4i (Revised a better mode of testifying the gratitade, re* 
" spect, and attaehnjtent wbieh we feel for your Lordslnp 
** than by presenting you with the freedom of the 
'* Company we thonld andonbtedly have adopted it; bat, 
« httmble ai the tribute may appear^ we ba?e tbongfat that 
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•* your Lordship would feel some gratification io having* 
" your name inscribed on a roll already graced with those 
" of King William III. the first Earl of Chatham, and 
** tbe late Mr. Pitt, whoM ttcaiDpte ii has been your care 
'* and pride . to IbUow. 

" Gi<NrioDs and dear as ai6 the recollections which those 
^ inBUkH inspira, they aro not OMve loudly ohetubed by the 

pt€tMii gminldMf not 
^ wifk m<«e eathttriasm* than the meaioiy of the eveati 
** iHndi htfo iiiaigrked tto oomae and oimnnd the eflhrta 
M of yoar LorMip's adnialilratioB. To the 'wMkMn and 
** perseverance, the unshaken firmness, and exemplary 
V moderation, manifested by your Lordship in the most 
difficult times and under every vicissitude of fortune, 
** this country is already signally indebted, and we doubt 
not that the same eminent qnalities which have so 
greatly contributed, in war, to advance its mifitary cba« 
'* racter and eztead its lenowo, will aow b* aaq^oyed, 
with equal sucoesa, in fa a pf onpg its resources, proiBDting 
its oomBMtiU pvotperi^> and euHifitiag aH lha aili of 
peaoa; 

•* ROBB w lHOht%, 
** ROBBRT HOLOBN, f 

** Edmund Larken, ' 
Thumas Day FramptoMj 

The entry of the fireedom in the Company's books runs 
thus:— 

" The Bight Honourable Robert Banks, Earl of Liver- 
pool. Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter* 

** and First Commissioner of His Majesty's Treasury, was, 
otttheldthdayof Jaly 1814, admitted iato the freedom 
of the Wardens and Commonalty of the Mystery of 

** Qmnm of the City of X^ndoa, pnriaant to the uaani* 

** mom resoktioD of aCoort of Aanstanta holden the same 

« day. 

** Thomas Nbttlbshipp, Ckrk,'* 



it 
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CHARLES WILLIAM VANE, MARQUESS AND' 
EARL OF LONDONDERRY. 

The braDcb of the ancient house of Stewart from which 
the noble Marquess descends, is that derived from Sir 
Thomas Stewart of Mioto, second son of Sir William 
Stewart of Garlies, ancestor to the Earit of GaUoway, 

WiUioM Stmoarit of Ballj^Ia wn CasUe, eonnty of Dooegaf, 
Eiq. (great grandson of John Stwfort, Esq. who had a- 
grant from €Hiarh$ L of the manor of Stewarts* Court, 
where he erected the casfle of Ball jlawn) took an active 
part . in the transactionB in the north of Irdbnd, to prevent 
the SQbveraion of the Constitntion, wiuoh Jam$$ JJ. and his- 
chief governor, Lord Tyrconnel, were attempting to effect-: 
he raisfcid a troop of horse at his own expense when the City- 
of Londonderry was invested, and diti essential service to 
the Protestant interest in that part, by protecting those who 
were well affected to King William III, and was appointed 
Lieutenant-colonel in the regiment commanded by Sir 
WilUam Stewart, Viscount Mountjoy, The present Mar- 
quess is the fifth descendant of that William' Stnoari* 

The JfargiMff of Londonderry u a Llentenant-geoeral 
in the Army, and Colonel of the 10th Dfagooas, Governor 
and Cnstoa Rotnlomm of the eonntiet of Londonderry and 
Down, 6.C.B. G.C.H. K.T.S. K.S.G. 
andK.S. 

He was elected a member of the Grocers* Compauy in 
July 1814, at the same time with the Earl of Liverpool. 
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THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM KNOX. D.D. 
LORD BIbHOP OF DERRY. 

The noble family of Knox assumed their name from the 
estate of Kiiox, in the Barony of Renfrew in Scotland, 
where tbey were anciently seated. The Bitkop of Dwry 
is foortb SOD of Thomas, who was' created Baton WdXss 
16th January 1781, and Ykoouni Northland, 5th JTaly 1791, 
and brother to the present Yisoonnt He was consecrated 
Bishop of Killaloe in 1794, and translated to the See of 
Derry in 1803. 

His Lordship was elected a member of the Grocers' 
Company oo the 29th ot May 1816. 



THE RIGHT HON. GEORGE CANNING. 

* 

** Stetrtmas, ytt frML to trath, of aoul tiiicfli«, 
*' In action faitiif«l, and ia honour clear ; 

** Who broke no promise, served no privMtt» ond, 
** W ho gain'd no title, and who lost no frieud, 
" Ennobled by himself." 

Qoorffo Canning, the late Prime Minister of England, 
was born, in London, on the 11th April 1770. He was 
descended of a respectable and ancient family. For three 
oentories and upwards, the CanmngM of FoxcoU* have 
been among the most respected members of the resident- 
gentry of Warwickshire. In 1618 Qwrgo, the fourth 
son of JKcAoftl Csfifioi^ of Foxeote, obtained a grant of 
the Hanor of Garvagh in Londonderry, from /oaies /. 

• See tiie pedigree ef ^ Cannings, at page 901. CanninB ie 
deeeended Ikem Sir TfMnaai Caaayage, Lovd Mayor of London in 1456* 
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This royal bequest induced him to go over to Ireland, 
and settle there. His grandBoo, of the same name, who 
nuurried m daughter of Robert Stratford, Esq. of Baltin- 
glaii» (an annt of the first Earl if Aldboravgh,) had a 
•oiitiaiiied£l!fra(^M»afler hbmatera Stratford 
Camnnff had thiee aam, George, Paulp and Stratford* 
Qeor^ tlie eldest of the Uiree, vas the fistlier ef the bta 
ipimster ; Patd, the ae€ond« had one son {Homoted to the 
peerage in 1818, by the title of Baron Chrva^h ; 
Stratford Canning, the third son, had several children, 
one of whom, the Right Honourable Stratford Canning, 
is a disting^hed diplomatist, and was, for many years, 
ambassador from this couotry to the Qjourt of Constaa* 
tinople. 

The pedigree of Mr, Canning, derived from an authen- 
tie aonree^ is here introdaeed although its insertion maj 
not senre to augment his fame» for he was the most 
ilinstriouB member of his line. He was one of thoae 
mighty master-spirits which peep out once an age his 
name may shed lustre and honour on his posterity ; ** but 
" he had in himself a salient spring of generous and manly 
action, which needed not to resort to any stagnant 
** wasting reservoir of merit in any ancestry." To those, 
however, who may be disposed to stickle for the point of 
the respectahility of his descent, the subjoined pedigree 
will sufilce to show that his family belonged to an indepen- 
dent and konoarabl^ ranj^ in life* 
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THOMAS CANNING, of Fox Margaret, da. aodbtlror lobnSolioui, of 

j« . *^o[L, c. w.ir.vjcK, ju:e uxori»"T~ PoBCottii co.Wanrick. 

CaU. Am. V 7. IS. temp. Hen. VI. Sec p. 

C «1, 41. 
Vlii&Wanr. 

.1 " 



, of Fox 1 

;:e uxori* I 



Richard Camdnb of Foxcole,.^Alice, d«. of Buntpbrey Compton. 
MR ud ndr. 



J 



ThOBBi Canning, afPrntcote. 



J 



.Joan, da. of Eoughton, of Condycott, 

CO. GloucMter. 



Richard Canning, 
of Foxcoie, 1610. 



Richard OiRRlag, of PfiK60te._EliiabeUi, da. of Richard P«tty, of ttntegton, 

CO. of Warwick. 



William Canning, 
of Hri'sishaw, ncur 
Jil.i.kwrll-Hall. a 
luerclidnt, isig. 
Free of IronmoDp 
ger's Company. 
CQI, 41 b. 
(CoU. Arm.} 



A quo Canningt,of 
Elsenltam, CO. of 



EtlwarJ Cunning, 
of Euston, in co. 
0BBMl,9d ■•0,1(19. 



1 

George Canning, 4th 
■on, had a gmnt of 
Oarrugh, co. of J,on- 
dondcrryi living in 
Izdand, 1619. 



1 I 

Anne at M'^-a . 
both married. 



Pkal Canning, of Oarvagb, Em. 
living lll9, ob. 8.^ 



^ 

William Canning, of Garvagb, Eaq. 
killed by Uie PivUt*, ttfii. 



J 



GfOigeCanalT^ of Gamgh, attainted in tiie Parliamat, bald at Dublin, by Jawci II. idgo. 

, ^ 

OaOrge Canning, of Garvagb, Eiq. Iieut««c6l. of , 6th da. of Robert Strftlfurd, aunt to Jolin, 

the Deny militi^ only child* -p Viacoant £alUagtaM, co. Wkkl0v, M.P. 



J 



Stratford Canning, of Gar^^agh, Eitq. lieut.-col.o f Lctitia, da. and heir of Obatiiali Ncwburgh, of 

ifl£j^*£2 '?i'.''^?'-.5'45*'_»°? 50*b"|~ Ballybaiic, co. CaTtn, fiiq. living 1777. 



flcpl.l77», bii.at8t.CicMg«*«, Onbila. 



fltiatfoiid <l!knning, of Mary, el!i. da. Georn Canning, or_^lf arv-Anne, da.of Paul Canning, id 
LoiB4mi»meichantiOb. Francei. the Mlddte-Templc,~T'Joraan Cottelio, ton, but heir to 



BUaabtfb. 



barrifter-at-law, ob. 
8th Apr. l771,et.S7- 



of CO. Coonat^t, hU Ibtbcr. 
ob. at Baib, isflT. 



Right Hon, George Canning,— Joan, da. and co-heir of Gen. John Scott, Thamaa |>n 
bBh tfio. cMaiadYlKonnteaiOanttlng. ob.tTT4 



ining. 



Ml».—tetU» pedigree 1 am indebted toO. P. Belts, Em. Lancaster-Herald, who baa Mtniitled the 
afeiwe eciiaet to he made fh>m hi« private collection. Mr. Tbeny'* Life of Mr. Cauoing, mm which I 
have taken the greater part of thi* biagiapblcal iketcb, containa a pedigree whidi H inoeciect in ■cvcml 
peinte. 
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Georye Canning^ the father of the statesman, was a 
gentleman of considerable literary acquirements. He dis- 
pleased his parents by marrying^ a dowerless beauty ; this 
alliance was formed iu London after he bad entered bia 
name as a stadent of the Middle Temple. The maiden 
name of Jfrs • CSomjitfi^ri whom be married in the spring of 
1768, was Jfui Cottdloi she was an Irish lady, who, 
thongb unendowed with fortune, belonged to a family of 
high respeotability. By the snr?iving members of Mr, 
Canning^s famOy who remembered this lady at the time of 
*ber marriage, she is spoken of in terms of high commen- 
dation, as a lady of great beauty and accomplishments. 

Mr. and Mrs. Canning , although possessed of very 
limited mt ans, were received into a wry elegant circle of 
society, and lived together contented, happy, and respected. 
He died in April 1771, whilst he was engaged in making 
efforts to extricate himself from difficulties which had been 
daily thickening around him. 

Thus the circumstances of the birth of Mr, Canning, the 
subject of this memoir^ were fsr from auspicious of a future 
distinguished destiny. In the first year of bis infancy his 
fiither died ; his mother, by ber husband's death was left 
an unprovided widow, and was obliged to devote those 
talents and accomplishments, which hitherto adorned her 
in iirivate life, to procure an honourable and independent 
subsistence in public. To a lady of her beauty and abili- 
ties, the stage presented itself as an obvious mode of ac- 
complishing this object ; her success in this profession was 
not eminciii, but it was sufficient to gratify her laudable 
desire of arriving at indepeudence. She entered into a 
second matrimonial engagement by marrying Mr, Hwrng 
who died a short time after their union. 

It is perhaps not irrelevant here to state that Mr, 
C!amang took the earliest occasion of relieving his mother 
from the necessity of obtumng a maintenance by the 
public exeidse of her talents; with an affection tmly 
d«iteoas and exemplary^ he not only applied a portion of 
the means allowed bim by bis family for ^ prosecntion of 




Digitized by Google 



BIOGRAPHY OF fiiMlNKNT MKMBKRS. 29*^ 

his collegiate studies to her Bitpport» but devoted to that 
praiseworthy purpose the first fraits of Iris pubHc services. 
When he retired, in 1801, from the office of Under Secre- 
tary of State, he was eotitled to a pension of o£t>00 a- year, 
which, instead of appropriating to his own uses, he request* 
ed might be settled as a provision on his mother. 

Mr. Canning was sent to Eton at the age of thirteen, 
and placed ODder the care of Dr* Heath ; there he soon 
became distingniahed for the elegance of his Latin and 
English poetry, as well as for the easy fiow and propriety 
of diction wbiofa distiiignished his prose compositions. In 
his . eighteenth year he was entered at Christ Chnrofa 
College, Oxford, where he fully sustained his high literary 
reputation. 

Mr. Cmmmg's advancement in polttioal life was mainly 

attributable to Mr, Pitt, and it is somewhat remarkable 
that the origin of his acquaintance with that great states- 
man is attributable to the same honourable source from 
which he derived all his success in after life, namely, his 
own talents. Mr. Pitt having, through a private channel, 
heard of Mr, Canning's reputation as a scholar and a 
speaker, desired to see him, and the result of the interview 
was a communication that if JIfr. Canning concurred in the 
policy of the €U>vemment of that period, arrangements 
would he made to facilitate his introduction into parliament. 
After a full explanation between Jfr, Piti and Jfr. 
CbifitR^ of the feeUngs of each on all important public 
questions of the moment ; the result was, on the part of the 
latter, the determination to connect himself politically with 
JIfr. Pitt, and on the part ot Mr. Pitt, the offer of a seat 
in parliament : Mr. Canning was, in consequence, returned • 
to parliament in 1793, for the Borough of Newport in tlie 
Isle of Wight, and, in 1796, was appointed to the office 
of Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs under Lord 
Grenville* 

Mr* Canning was married in July 1800, to Miss Joan 
Scoit, daughter and co-heiress of General Scott. The 
elder sbter of this lady had been married a short time pre- 
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viously to the Marqmm of TUd^Uld, now Duke of Port" 
kukL Tiui matrimoiiial aUunee with Miss Scott was in 
eveiympeet adwitageoQS io Mr.^Cmmmgv hor society 
fendeved Mm hitppy. her fartnue made him independent, 
glive wei§fht and anthoiity to Ins talents, and faoflibited his 
ad?anoement to those high statioas in the govenubent of 
the ooontry, to which the exercise of those talenti^ had 
entitled him. 

On the regig:natiou of Mr. Pitt and the appointment of 
Mr, Addington to the head of the ministry, Mr, Canning 
was an active opponeut of the Government, and, in 1803, 
made a speech in parliament in which he uDequivocaily 
declared his opinion that the ministry was unworthy the 
eonfidenoe of the country, and incapahle of administering 
its aflhiis. At length, in 1804t a new. administration' was 
formed* and Jfr* Pitt vesnndng the premieiah^. Mir* 
CmuMiijir was nominated Treasurer of the Navy. At. this 
deatii of Jlfr. Pill, winch happened in 1805, a dissolutbn 
of the muistiy took place and, the whig party snceeeding to 
power, Jlfr. Canning resigned his post of Treasurer of the 
Navy to Mr. Sheridan. A diifference occurring between 
the King and his ministers on the introduction, by the 
latter, of a bill in parliament, " For securing to all His 
** Majesty's subjects the privilege of serving in the army 
" and navy," a dissolution of the cabinet ensued, in 1606, 
and« in the April of that year, a new administration was 
formed imder the Duke of Portland, in \vhicb Mr, 
Onminff accepted the Seals of the Foreign Office, and, f«r 
tlie fint time, became a Cabinet Minister. 

In the year 1809, memorable' for the nnfortnnate resnlt 
of the Walchevea expeditimii 4he dnel lietween Lont Cm' 
Utrmgh and Mr, Commg ocenrred, and a total change m 
the rainistiy took place by the elevation of Mr, Percival 
to the post of Prime Minister, and the resignation of the 
two individuals above mentioned. 

At the death of Mr. Percival, in 18J2, the task of 
forming an administration was entrusted to Lord TjiverpooJ, 
who made . a proposition to Mr, Canning to become a 
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OMflilMrof it. The oflbr was a«MMmiirained with ui ktini% 
tioD that he was at liberty to fetaiti and to expnw his 

well-known sentiments on the Oatholio qnestien. Mr. 
Cannif^, however, declined it, because Lord Liverpool's 
government then professed to oppose, as a government, 
the removal of the Roman Catholic disabilities. At the 
close of the session of 1812, Parliament was dissolved; 
and, at the general election which ensued, Mr. Canning 
was invited- to beoome a eandidate for the representation 
of Liverpool, in conseqnenoe of the aervices whieh he 
rendered to that oity aod to ibe oommerce of the ootintfy 
generallj in the 'diioanloil which had tak^ plaee^ at the 
beglilidfijp of that year In F^rKament, reapeetuig the 
renewal of the East-lddta Coanpany*! charter, Mr, 
Cmudttjf, iiDaooredited by patrician patronage,** ano- 
eeeded In gdning his election by a triumphant majority; 
and he was equally snccessfal on the four other occasions 
when he aspired to the honour of re^iieseatiug the second 
commercial city in the empire. 

The friendly intercourse between Mr. Canninrf and the 
important mercantile community he represeutedy subsisted, 
without interruption, from the commencement of his con- 
nexion with them in Idll, nntil his expected departure 
from England to assume the government of India in 1822, 
His constituents then presented him with a valuable piece 
' of plate, together with an address, expressiTe of the high 
sense they entertained of his services during the period 
thai he had been their representative In parliament. 

In 1014 Mr* Camnng was appointed Ambassador to the 
Court of lisbon, where he renunned two yean ; and, on 
his retom in 1816, was appointed to the Presidency of 
the Board of Controul, vacated by the death of the Earl of 
Buckinghamshire. He retained this office until the unfor- 
tunate proceedings in Parliament relative to the late Queen 
Caroline. Mr. Canning was iDclehtcd to her Majesty for 
many former acts of kind and attentive civility, and the 
gratitude which this consideration inspired, and the cir- 
cMUsftance of bis having been the adviser of her If ajesty, 
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on the occasion of a somewhat similar inquiry m 1805, 
induced him to abstain from taking aoj part in the pro- 
ceedings ; he, therefore, resigned bis place ai PrMident of 
the Board of Controul. In the two subiequeot years, 
Vm and 1822, Mr. Cammmg took UtUe ptai in puhiio 
affaiii» and it vaa in the latter year that the Bireoton of 
the East-India Company ohose him to fill the situation of 
GoTemor-General of Fort William^ in the Fresidenoy of 
Bengal, the seat of the sopreme goyemment of Btitisb 
India. Every arrangement for his departure was made, 
and the Jupiter (74) prepared to convey him to India; 
but an unexpected ebange in his destiny took place. The 
sudden death of the Marquess of Londuiiderry created a 
vacancy in the office of Chief Secretary of State for 
Foreign A if airs, and the public eye immediately turned 
towards Mr. Canning^ as the pmoh in every respeot the 
best qualified to be his successor. He bad beeu offered 
(as has already been stated) the same office in 1S12, but 
declined its acceptance. Now, however, that aU the 
obstacles had been removed which urged bun to decline it 
at that period, the public wish was strongly expressed that 
he shofdd resume an office more important to his native 
country, and one in which the exercise of his powers 
would be more immediately connected witii the interests 
and welfare of England than it was possible they could be 
during his superintendence of the distant government of 
India. The expression of public opinion found an echo in 
the royal breast, and, early in September, on the return of 
the King from Scotland, where he had been on a visit at 
the time of Uord Lomiomderry's death, the seab of the 
Foreign Office were presented to JIfr. Cannmg, 
. He continued to fill that distinguished situation until 
the unfortunate attack which seised Lord IdmrpM 
in 1827 deprived the country of one of the most eon- 
sdentions and upright ministers that ever piestded over its 
councils, ilfr. Canning's political career then approached 
that period at which, after the various vicissitudes of 
political life, he reached the highest station which the 
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legitinale anhHUm of a Britifh soljeot can attain. His 
■itiiati<ni, on Ins acceptance of the office of First Lord of 

the Treasury, may not unaptly be compared to that of a 
shepherd without a flock; for, within four-and- twenty hours 
after his appointment, seven of his colleagues, the Duke 
of Wellington, Lord Eldon, Lord Bathurst, Lord MeU 
vUle, Lord Bexhy, Lord Wegtwufreland, and Mr, Peel 
resigned their respective offices. Lord Harrowby, Mr, 
Hmddnon, Mr. Robinson, and Mr, Wymn remained to 
co-operate with Mr, Canning in carrying on the affairs of 
tbe comitry. NotliiDg daunted bj the desertion of his 
firiends» Mr, CoMmng prooeeded in filling up the yacant 
plaees in the cabinet, and was prepared to meet Pariia^ 
ment at the opening of the sesuon. Urged on by the 
petty and vexations opposition which he enconntered at 
tiie commencement of his Premiership, his ardent mind 
impelled him to exertions beyond his strcogth, and these 
exertious were rapidly destroying tbe springs of life. 

On Wednesday, the 11th July, 1827, Mr, Canning went 
to Wimbledon, to a cabinet-dinner at the Lord Chancellor's, 
where, having made himself warm with exercise, he sat 
for some time under a tree in the open air. The next 
day he complained of a slight feeling of rheumatism; but 
it was not nntil the following Saturday that it became so 
lerions as to confine him to his bed* He was detained 
there for a wwk; hot, on Friday tiie 90th, was sufficiently 
recovered to remove to the Ihi^ nf IkwmMri9 villa at 
Chtswiefc, which the Dnke had lent him for ehange of air. 
On the 9Dth July he paid his last visit to Hhi Majesty; and 
on the 31st he came, for the last time, to town and 
transacted business for a few hours with several oQicial 
gentlemeo. On the 3d August he was seized with excru- 
ciating pains in the side, which g^ve the first striking 
indications to those around him of his alarming condition ; 
these continued until his strength gave way» and he expired 
on the 8th of August. 

Thus perished Jifr. €kauiiimg ; a patriot minister, whose 
views were generous and comprehensive as the station of 
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Ut nimd mi oallodU He diad when he M leMfaed Us 
nendian «leTatioD, without yet tlniiiB|^ ferth in ncriditti 

lustre, whilst the eyes and hopes of his country and of the 
world were directed to him. Had bis life been protmcted 
to a longer span, even until he bad witnessed the realiza- 
tion of all the schemes of that policy, the basis of which 
he declared to be British honour and British interest, he 
conid not have acquired for himself a greater renown than 
that which surrounded him at the close of a life which, 
like that of Agricola, united in one tribute of uotvefaal 
•omw, the griefii of his faniilyt of bis fiienda, of Ua coniitiyt 
aod of the world. Fmi» iio5tf huchtomu, wmck 
** iriiiu, Bxinmtu altoai ^notuqut nan ma curd fitii*** 
Mr* ikmnimg was elected a member of the Company of 
Grocers, at the same time with his ooUeagnea id office, 
Mr.Rohinsou, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. Peel, 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, in May 
1824. 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE FREDERICK 
JOHN ROBINSON, VISCOUNT GODERICH. 

The Right HmumrabU Frederick John Robinson, second 
son of Tkomat, second Lord OrmUham, descended ffom 
iSitf^ Jtf<ilcajr Jteilinmm, who was created a bafonetin 1660* 
Mr. jRofttRsen was lepfesentative for Rippon in the eoustj 
of York for aeyeo consecvthre parliaments; he was 
appointed a Lord of the Treasury in 1812 ; Gfaaneellor of 
the Exchequer in 1823 ; in 1827, Secretary of State for 
the Colonial Department; and, the same year^ First JLord » 
of His Majesty's Treasury. 

Lord Goderich was presented with the freedom of the 
Grocers* Company in the month of May 1824, at the same 
time with his coUeagoes in office, Mr, Ckumm^ and 
Mr. PuL 

• IMtm AgiiMto, cap. 4$. • 
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ROBERT PEEL. 

The Bight Honourable Robert Peel, a prlvy-coansellor 

ID Ireland, aud Secretary of State for the Home-Depart- 
ment, son of Sir Robert Peel, of Drayton, in the county 
of Stafibrd, Bart. Mr. Peel was presented with the 
freedom of the Grocers' Compaay iu May 1824.* 



CHARLES BARON TENTERDEN. 

The^Righi Hcfmrahh CharUe AhboU. flon of /oA» 
Ahkoii, of Canterbury, bom in 1782, was a member of 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and afterwards called to 

the Bar by the Honourable Sociaty of the Inner Temple. 
He was appointed, in 1815, a Justice of the Common- 
Pleas ; and, the same year, removed to the King's Bench; 
was knig-hted on the 14th of May 181G; elevated, in 1818, 
to the post of Lord Chief- Justice of the King's Bench ; 
and created Baron Tenterden, of Hen don in the county 
of Middlesex, on the dOth of April 1827. 

His Lofdiihip was elected a member of the Grocers' 
Company on the 8Ui Jaly ,1829, and was presented witb 
the fceedom on the 28d of the same month. 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LIEUTENANT- 
GENERAL SIR GEORGE MURRAY, K.B. 

The Right Honourable Sir George Murray, Knight- 
Grand-Cross of the Most Honourable Military Order of 

• Mr. P«e1 hu ttam acoepted tbe fmdom of the Meichant Tkiilon' 
Conpuy. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



COMPANY OP GROCERS. 



the Bath, a member of His Majesty's Most Honourable 
Privy Council, and one of His Majesty's Principal Secre- 
taries of State, was admitted into the freedom of the 
Wardens and Commonalty of the Mystery of Grocers of 
the City of London, on the 8th of July 1829, pursuant to 
the unanimous resolution of a Court of Assistants. It was 
presented to him at an entertainment given at Grocers* 
Hall> on the 23d of the same month. 
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No.l. 

MEMBERS OF THIS COMPANY WHO HAVE BEEN 
LORD MAYORS OF IjONDON. 

Of ihe Fraternity of Pepperers, before their Tncorporatio»f 
the fQllowi»g served the OJke Maifor* 

Reign. 



Anno 


Domini 


1231 ^ 




1232 J 


I 


1233 1 




1234} 




1235 1 




1236 1 


1 


1237 J 




1245^ 




12461 




1250 1 




1259 


>Sir John GiMNts, Knt. 


1311 




1312 \ 




1313^ 





He&rj III. 



1267 Alan de la Zoafih • Henry IH. 

1272. Sir Hem; FcowilBi/ (in part) Edwwdl. 

* Ffowifce waa Cnstos of fhe Gl^ fiur pavtof this year. He gave the 

name to one of the City wards, which was called Warda Henrid de Fro- 
wiket and which seenu to hare been that of Cripplegate. He was one of 
tUtlm^ttMMwho fowiM tatoCoUfli^ mmt Iht^ GaiUhally Jn 
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Dmniai Kdgn. 

1319 \ 
132fi 

! on! >ItailliMid CiukweU 5 Edward II. 

1324 z"™™™ ^ii«wwi lEdwardlll. 

1325 \ 

1327 ; 

1329 Sir JohndaGnntham 

1339 1 

1 34Q (Sir Andrew Aubrey, (the last year a 
1351 J 

The Incorporation having taken place in ^Edward 111. 
1345, di« foUowing are all G&ocers. 

1360 Simon Dolsely 

1363 JohnNotte* 

1375 JohnWarde 

1377^ 

1384 1 ^ Nicfaolaa Brember* 

1385) 

1378 Sir Jobn Plulpot >Ridiaid II. 

}^^^|SirJohnHadleyt 

1389 Sir William Vinor 

} Sir Will«« S»«d« { 

1399 7 

241 Q ? Sir Thomas Knolles Henry IV. 

\tl\]^^<^^ {H^;V. 

1418 Sir W illiam Sevenoke } 

1420 WilUam Cambridge ^ouy V. 

1431 Sir John da WeDas { 

1434 Sir Rogar Otelajl / 

}^^|sirSlapliaiiBitmiia VHamy VL 

1443 Thomas Catworth •• j 

• Notte distinguished himself by passing, during his mayoralty, the 
bye-law, called Notte'sLaio agmiut Uwry. In 1890, the citiaens grcady 
oppressed by usurers, petltloiied the King, Richard II., against the 
horrible vice of usury then termed Schtfcs, and iiitrtaled, that "the 
** onier made by John Notte, late Major," might be executed through- 
eat the realm. The answer was, that tha King wiUsd these oidinances 
to be revised; and, if tha aaaie be fboad to beneoeisaiy, thattbm be 
then confirmed. 

t la Hadkf'a ttmd mayofnltar, Farringdoa Ward was, by order of 
ParliaaMnt^ arooiated to be dfiided into two wards, towi^ fi|A« el 
sjKfra* 

I A met Ikeal, ef foarteea weeks' duration, occurred io Sir Roger 
Oteley'sniajofaMj. 
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A nno 

0ommi 

1450 
1455 
1456 

1460 

1468 
1471 

1484 I 

1504 

1510 

1515 

1516 

1531 

1544 

1554 

1562 

1563 

1573 

1577 

1589 

1598 

1608. 

1613 

1617 

1622 

1641 

1648 

1650 

1652 



Rctgn. 

Is icholas Wyfold •••••••••• • 

Sir WaUam Muow« * 

Sir ThomM Caimyiig >H«my VI. 

Sir Richard Lee »»••««•••••••••••• ' 

Sir John Young- 1 •••«•••«••••««•• ^ 

Sir William Taylor V Edward IV. 

Sir William Edwards J • ) 

Sir Thumaa Hill I ?«. • ,•«. 

JohnWai^ ..: JRichttdlll 

Sir John Wyngar t H eniy VII. 

Sir Henry Keble 

Sir William Butter •••• •••••• / 

Sir John Re?t >HeilI7 VIII. 

Sir Nicholas Lambert i 

Sir William Laxton J 

Sir John Lyon • Q. Mary. 

Sir ThomaB Lodge ••«•>••> •••••••• 

Sir John White ]| ••••••*••»•••••• 

Sir John Rivers \ Q. Eliiabeth. 

Sir fhomas Ramsay - *-i»w»w?M«. 

Sir John Hart • 

Sir Stephen Soame • ••••••••• ••••• 

Sir Humphrey Weld •••«•••• 

Sir Thomas Middleton • i , , 

Sir George BoUm >Jame« 1. 

Sir Peter Proby 

Sir Edmund Wright f Charles L 

Sir John Warner • 1 

Sir Thomas Foote > Commuuw eaiUi 

Joha Keodiick } 



* Sir William Maiowe beiyiieatlied to the Grocers' Company, by his 

will, £215 to have masse*: said for thr repose of his soul and for thnse 
of his* father, mother, and two wives, in the Church of St Botolph 
Bishopsgate, for the period of thirty years. 

t Sir John Young was knin:ht(-rl in tlte firld of hntt!e with Sir Joliri 

Crosby and others, for repulsing the Bastard Falconbridge, in his attack 
upon the C%. ' «- • • ' 

t Thp water conduit, in Aldenumbwf. ftttd the stendapd. In Fleel- 
stre«t, were this year finished. 

^ This was year of the sweating sickness in London. There were 
three Lord Majrors and three Sheriffs this year, and two of each died of 
the disease. Warde, a member of the Gieeecs' Compaay, was thesor- 
TiFor among the former. 

N There was a great plagae la Loadon darlag the nayoraltsr of Sir 
JohB White. • 

f Sir William Acton had been elected Mayor for this year ; but he was 
disebarsed by the Hovse oTCemawttS, aad Mr Bdamad Wright eoasti- 
tnedliihispiMe. 

X 
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Anno 
Doaini 

1660 Sir Thomas Alleyne 

1662 Sir John Frederick* 

1665 Sir Xnhn Lawrence •••• 

1673 Sir Robert Hanson t •• 

1674 Sir William Hooker 
1679. Sir JamecEdwuds**** 

1682 Sir Jidm Moore 

1684 Sir Henry Tulse J •••• 

169^ Sir John Flocte 

1696 Sir John Houblon < 

1710 Sir Samuel Garrard t| • 

] 729 Sir Robert Baylifls • • • « 

1730 Sir Riehaid BrocMi*^* • < 

1731 Humphrey Parsons 
1738 Sir John Barnard . . • . 
1748 Sir Robert Ladbroke IT 
1757 Marsh Dickenson 



• Sir John Frederick originally belonged to the rninpany of Barber- 
Sargeons ; but, as be could not serve the office of Lord Mayor without 
being attached to one of the twelve great Companies, he was translated to 
the Grocers in 1661. He resided in th< Old Jewry, in a lai^ mansioily 
the site of which iii now occupied by Frederick's Place. 

t At tiie period of Sir Robert Hanson*s inavgvratioii, a magnificent 
pag'cant wm? fiiniisho'! by the Orocers' Company, the printed description 
ot which is thus intituled, London Triumphant : or, the City in Jollity 
** wd Splendoar. Expressed te the Sbeiw*, Sir Robert HtasoB enteriBg 
" upon his Mayoralty. Atthp ro?t and charges of the right worshipf nil 

C»pany of Grocers. Written b; Thomas Jordan, 1672." The King 
dined at OQildhalt on the oecasion.' 

1 Strypc mentions the fnllo^vinir fact of Sir Henry Tulse : — ** Let it 

remain upon record, for tlie lasting honour of this Mayor, that when 
** one had offisred to present Usa wira a thovsand gnlnean, to procure bim 
" a lease of the Citj^'s duties of Sra\ ;ii!:f', P;ickage, Portage, &c. at 
" £400 a year rent to the City, Sir Henry generously refused it i and, 

moreover, used bis endeavour to advance the rest of the said duties 
" for the benefit of the City ; by which means it came to pass thatClSOO 

yearly rent was paid for the same by the same person.'' 

I Sir John Houblon was the first Governor of the Bank of England. 

II It is observable, that three of this name and family have been Mayors 
in three several Qoeesui' reigns, viz. Queen Maiy^ Qoeen Elisabeth, aiMl 
Queen Anne. 

51 A dreadful fire occurred during Sir Robert Ladbvoke's mayoralty, 

which was attended with great loss of property. It broke out at a 
peruque>maker*s in Change-Alley, Cornhiil, destroyed upwards of one 
hundred houses, and caused a loss of property amounting to, at least, 

£200,000. Sir Hobprt's rondurt on the occasion is thus mentioned by 
Maitlaud : — It is allowed, that the preservation of a great many persuas 
** and effects, as well as the stopping the flames, wat chiefly owing to 
the presence, industry, Hnd happy directions of the Right Honourable 
Sir Robert Ladbroke, Knt. Lurd Mayor." This is considered as the 
most calanitois ire that ever occurred in London, excepting the destroc- 
tive one, known as the great fire of London,** which took plaoo in 16<Mk 



Reign • 
^^Charles II. 

. 7 WUliam & 
. 5 Mary. 
Anne. 



George II. 
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1 76 1 Sir Matthew Blackiaton 
1765 

1786 

1792 
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Reigiu 



Sir Matthew Blackiatoii \ 

Sir William SfeepheoMii 

George Nelson V George III. 

Sir John Hopkins ) 



« 

FURNITURE, AND ORNAMENTS BELONGING, FOR 
THE ALTAR OF THE GROCERS, IN SAINT 
ANTHONY'S CHURCH. 

1349. A Chalyce weighs 1 5 ownces Troie w** and a gode mynale 
whoh coBten £3 • 6 . 8. given hj Sir Symon de Wy, 
Parson of Banm* 
1398. 1 MiBsale. 

1 Gr* Portarie. 

1 Chalyce sjlrer g^lte. 

1 other sylver chalyce pafe«U gylte. 

1 P'* of viales of sylrer. 

1 P'* ditto of tinne, (staimo.) 

1 Latjn CMidAlftyke. 

2 Longe Chests with 4 holies of yvon. 

1 RydoUa of lod bawdkyn wth esomB^ to hang before 
altare. 

1 mtymeiit wth a corpm of xedde bewdkyn a {neeto. 

1 yestyinent of white for a preste. 

2 lAyte cvrtoiiB fi»r y* chappeL 

1 long whyta cnrten wth croaoes for y* same. 

2 old praataa' veetymenti. 
2 altera tOiwaUM. 
2niipiiflai. 

The above era wwmerated, aa being dettfwed to the Pxieet, 
Sir John Wliytehy, by the Waidena, Robert Pep and Homy 
Htdftoou 



X 2 
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No. a 

LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE GROCERS' COMPANY 
IN ]373» THE 47th YEAR OF EDWARD III. 

En le honeur de Dieux, ceux snnt les psones del fraternite des 
Grosen en le temps q. John Maryns et Richard de Aylles- 
bury ffurent Gardeynes de le dit Comp. en Tan du grace 
MCCCX.XXI1J, et du Km Edwud llh apiee la conqste xltii. 



Inhn AnnMkv 
V villi xiuuivy* 


X Uwlllll0 X f Ivl UCft T V* 




IaYiii lAMiOTAln 

tJUUU JUDXUVlOlU* 






ttoD** natteid. 


iTiarK jraMaiswa* 


jUGO ureiuore. 




I iiomaB nBiiMiwisii« 




IV1C.I1 I^rcSlOU* 




TT lU TT Smo* 


ft^nrlr OftiaIa 

lT#-uI Vrl UOIV* 


TT ill"'* T enoTa 






.Tnlin T*hnmAlvn. 

«/VltU XIIVUIVITU* 


Jnhn QaMia. 


John Ghmaeh. 


Adam Chauncreor. 


Phil. Steer, 


John Haddel. 


Rich**- Tx)fteye« 


Fowke Hocewod* 


Will. Werthman. 


John Hoo. 


Will. Waddaemrth. 


Rich'- OdiUmaii. 


John Cosya* 


John Golj. 


Steren Bvionoe. 


John Maijna. 


Rich*-Owr. 


RW- DilMHuy. 


Thomas Waldee. 


John Hotfuun. 


Walt'- Weldan. 


Adam CafbelU 


Rieh^ Spieeh» 


Adam Donalcytw 


Ricfa^'Bedewynd. 


Will"' Gnhlnuui. 


Wm-* Wtylhwe. 


Berth. Opjne. 


Tho^ Gnjriunan. 


Wifl^ Rerkiited. 


Rieh^-Bfanll. 


Qefliy Omieliftid* 


John Cherehemen. 


ThomatWyCh. 


Roger del Fantarjre. 


Rieb<- Hatfeld. 


Win-- Waddehy. 


Walter Frowyk. 


Reynold Bkyn. 
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Rob** Ossprmg. 
Rofjer Wriritiiby. 
Peros Wedyngton. 
John Wythir. 
Geffry Haddlyman. 
John Wrygeford, 
John Hert. 
John Foxfiton. 
Thomas Lenyngdon. 
WUl"- Zepjiwith. 
John Lsyr. 



Thomas Garthwyth. 
John Oxelkirk. 
Will^^ Addewell. 
Rich«^- Menife. 
Will"- Warde. 
Thomas Makewilliam. 
John Grodaid. 
Andrew Hoo. 
John Lok^. 
WiU'-- Wyitiiiiiaii. 



£i OMZ wont les psonet q asoiit •ntre en le dit Com^' en tenjpe 
de John Maryng Rick^ da AyUe^ry* 



Sir John Goffeld. 


Thomas Symond. 


Sir Rob*- Yllerika. 


Will«- Foxtton. 


Will*"- Dirneshnan. 


Walter Seyland. 


Richd-OUefoid. 


John Vyaunde. 


John Sprometfa. 


John Walfjngham, 


Will"* Colymi* 


Thomaa Hoo. 


OinMin Fmnteye. 


Lotho Gonati. 


John Swenefofd. 


Riohanl Ganyell. 


Will- Mi^helke. 


Will"- Chychely. 


Rawlyn Olgar. 


Rob^-Reaeo* 


Step^Melkod. 


John Goneahale. 


John Grooe. 


John Bokkele. 


John Bonesale. 


Rioh^MoIle. 


Wffl»* Stanndon. 


Rich<i* Gierke. 


John Bek. 


Thomaa Genieto. 


Richard Sutton. 


Henry Yrlands. 


Thomas Atts Melle. 


Rob* RejTiaid. 


Robert Ferthyug. 


John Grose. 


John Clepton. 


Thomas Ottele. 


Henry Stacy. 


Thomas Spylleman. 


Walter Wyks. 


Hugh Falstolf. 


Rich*"* Skotard, 


Nicholas Heathe. 


Rob' Peper. 
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No* 4. 

WARDENS AOCOUNT IN THE REIGN OF HENRT IV. 

ANNO 1401. 

En le nom de Diea & sa donee mere, lundj le xxix. jo^. de 
mars, Tan du Grace m^ccccj, & Tan du Roy Henry Quarte, 
puisse la conqueste tierce. , , j y 

Cenx 8ont les costages q, les ditz mestrea 

Henry Hal tori & Robert Hackston ont 

feat en lor temps. Prmement ont paie p' le 

saleyre de Sir Rog'. lo'. Chapeleyn c'est as- lb. s. d. 

savoir de pask enpask ^ ^ xi^ i? 

Itm, paie p'. le rent de nre meason cn le tour 

en Bokelersbury p'. un an, c'est assavoir de la ^ .: . , 

feysto do Seint John Baptist Tan du Roy iii 

tant au feste du Seint John Tan iiii ,» XIQQiji iv 

/f». paie a le Bedyl Rob*. Sterm po'. son sa- • 

lerye po'. un an de may tante a may • • • • - . : liii t7 
itwu po^. ion veeture encontre nowell pd'. iii > J 

fwgMdpdeYwd •••••• 

Itm. paie a le preitra po^. payn, vyn A Tv ; 

chaDdeUpo'. chaimter mesee . g 

/lai.paie poF. vij m ynetrales po^. chevancher^ , ^ 

vnc \m ikemaf R. ChycUey 6t S. Mar- ' ^ 

lowe • Mtii 

lim, po^. dnp de loF. chaprons & p</. le 

ftmue ^5 * 

lim, poF. k^. djner A po^. vyn poF. boyra an 

diti mynftraUet • zij 

Jim, poF. un eheval por. nn bedel a meeme 

tempe ••••• xiy 

lim, noos vntui paie po'. le cherache dn Jolin 

Walcote Mayr, po'. vj mymtrallee po'. 

rnkire • ad 

lim, por. lo'. chaprone and po^ lo^ tooie • • viij 

* Anglic^ tu ride. ChcvacUc was a riding or proceMion on horseback. 
See No. 6, in the Appendix, for an explanation. 
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lb, s* d, 

Itm. pof. lor. dyner & po'. vyn por. le 

chemyn. - xxi 

■ Itm. po^ un cheval pc. le bedyl. iiij 



Cestes sont lea costages q. nons avons featz & 
payes a la venue du Roygne Johane iadys 
Dncbeaae de Bretay^* p'. couronement 
paie a Robert S.tenn, bedel por. ses des- 
pencefi quant ilchevachoit en Sowthfolk po'. 
ftve le gan^Bomeiit por. lea mjfiiatnUfla de 



•aventie • ig viy 

Itm, paie a Panel mynttrale & a ses ▼ oom* 
paynons le jour q. nmia chevanchamea a le 

Blakheth •••• 

/An. paie pC* lo^ chapnnia & po'. lo'. ^ 

tnm X y 

lim. po*^» lo'. dyner po^. vyn ij 

lim. paie au dtti mynatzalleB lendeoiain 
quant le Roygne paMoHpinye le Chepe van 

WeitmeiMtra •••••• ••••• ••••• xitf iv 

itm, po% vyn en Chepe por. les mynatrBllea • • xiij 
/Im. po^. nn cheval po^. le Bedel •••••«•••• xij 
lim. ooai acnuui expendns le joor de deekm 
dea noaTdl neatna en payn, vyn, cuoyatw, 
Uanadiett ft formage* xij 
lim, p', ij dbapeletteapo^. ooiiiion'« lea nonvela 
meatrea xx 



Sm***. de les achates & de les costages 
xjuj^6. iv«. . iud, 

* " In the sayde yere King Henrie maried Jane Duches of Briteyne, 
** late w ife to John Duke of Briteyne, at the Citie of Winchester, and 
'* witii all tryumpbant pompe conveyed her through the Citie of 
** Londom to Westminfter, and there she was eroimed Queeoe."-^ 
Gii^i^'s ClTMiMlf, vol. L p. 48& 
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No. 5. 

TRANSLATION FROM THE LATIN OF THE PATENT 
ROLL OF THE 26Ta TEAR OF THE REIGN OF 
KINO HENRY VI. 

QranHng to the Grocers* Compamy the Privilege of Oarhling 
amd Examining Dtugt, Sjpieei, A.D. 1447. 

The Kint., to all whom, &c. preeting", — know ye that we, 
considering how much it will b« for the g^enerai good and advan- 
tage of all the subjects of our kingdom of England, that all sort 
of spicea and merchandises lis well annis, cummin, worrnseed, 
wax, alum, kern:ies, — a.s peppor, ginger, cloves, mace, cinnamon, 
rhubarb, scammony, spikenard, turpentine, senna, almonds, datcp, 
rosin, treacle, electuaries, syrups, waters, oiiS) ointments, plasters, 
powders, and all conserves and confectionsi — ai gum, ginger, 
succades, cardamuoM, aad all aorto of merchandizes, spices, and 
drugs, in any wise belonging to midiriiHi, and whatsoever shall 
liy anfficient officers ekilled in the premisee of this kind whMi wb 
are pbiattd to depute and appoint, duly and juatiy to anpenriae, 
garbel, search, examine, and prove, to the purpose and intent, 
that none of our tulgMta aforesaid may in future be deprared %£ 
benefit in buying any of the aforesaid merchandiMS, spices, and 
drugs, — nor by the buyin|^ ef theae kind to bo in anywise hart in 
their bodily health; whereas it so appaon M io alledgod that 
aeichandizes, spices, and <kiigo of* the sort aibovo mentioned, for 
dofeet of officers of this kmd^ art not duly aupervised, garbellod, 
•eaiehed, examined, and duly proved, but are daily sold to onr 
oaid oulgecli not al aU 'etoanaOd, garbollod, and aearchedf to tlia 
manifest decdpt nnd hurt of onr sulgeets in tins behalf ; there- 
lbfo» ihr ft duo and Jnit feuedy to bo thonnpon htd^ Wo, of our 
opeeial ftmNur, Wo oidtmod, constitaled, ond wgftinttd onr 
Movod William WottMOe* Rkhmd HaMsf* Tbomai Gtbboo, 
Waidons of tfao Ifiateiy of Giooeis of. onr Citgr ^ ^ 
garbel all these kind of a|ncoo and merchandims above specified 
and mentioned, in whosesoever hands they can find them, as well 
in the towns of Southampton and Sandwich as in all other places 
within our said kingdom, as well within liberties as without (onr 
City afinosaad unfy excepted) to have and occupy the aforesaid 
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business far ever by themBelves and their succeasors, Wardeng (tf 
the Muiery aforesaid, or by their sufficient deputies by them witb 
the general consent of their Misteiy, from time to time, to be 
appointed for that ptirpose ; and to receive md take in the said 
hotinesf soch £bm, profits, and advantages, as in our said Citj, 
heretofore, wwe vied to be had and taken Ibr •uch g»fbelling : 
and further, of our abundant favour, we have mad0» ordained, 
etmstitutody and appointad tlio oibfesaid Wiliiaa, Richard, 
uid Thomas, to snpamse, search, examine, and prove all tha 
■pieaiy drags, and mewhandiwa above apacifiad and mentionedy 
whatsoever belongs to mediafaiaB ill whoseaoover hands they can 
find them within the Ci^, towna, and plaeea aforesaid, as well 
withal liberties as without, to have and exerdae the above busi- 
neaa for ever bj themselves and their successors, Wardma of tilia 
MtHaiy aforesaid, or by their depntiea, who thereto hy the aania 
Waidans, with the gennal oonamt of the said Mistery, from time 
to tteoy ihall be eheaaa t giving and granting lo the aaid War- 
daoB and their ao o e ei i o ra fof ever, foil liMae, power* and autho- 
rity to gaiM, mperviae, aearch, examine, and prove, aU aorta of 
merohanJiiaa, aplaaa, and droga In manner and farm aftieaaid 
ahavofeeited: and fovthermoiei of our more abittdant grace, we 
have graplMl ilMit if any maaehant or other pafian» nalive or 
fofeigner, within our kingdam afeteaaid, ahall in fatiire eiqnae 
to aala aagr of die merehandiasay apioaa, and droga* afoieaaid, by 
thaafoaeaaid Wardeaa or their aoooaaioni, or <hair depntiea* In 
manner afoieaa i d, not anparviaed, gaihelled, aaarehed* examined, 
and proved, that then the aaid merehandlaei apioaa, and-dmgat ao 
hy dm aaid Waidena and thav anooeaama, or tfaali depntiea, not 
avparvhnd, gatbeOed, aeardiad* examined, » proved, ahalLimme- 
dnialy become forfoited to naf onr ancoeMoira, and that tlie afore- 
aald Wardena and Iheur ancoeaaem* or Aairdspntiaa* and each of 
diem, have foil power Md authority taoaiaa lha lald fet ft Hnr aa 
to the nae of na, onr halra, and anoccwmra* and to awrike to exe- 
cnHon in that behalf ; and that the aaid Waidana and their aoc- 
c im aH i ahaD answer to na* our haira, and aneeeawfa, annnally, 
in onr Excheqner at Waati^atar, oaneaniing all thaaa kind of 
forfoitnrea to na, for the caniea aforamid belonging, which diall 
baoone due; and that the aaadWaidefla and fhahraoocaaaoie, for ' 
thahrcaro anddUigeaoa in thiabehalf, ahaB hannand leeaive, to the 
nae of the Unwary aforesaid, oaahalfef alltheftcftitnrMbelenging 
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to U6y our heii!*, rind successors, for the causes aforesaid, m often 
as they shuU }i;ip{)en; and that for the said halt part they shali 
have an allowance in their ariniinl acccnirit at our said Exchequer, 
providoti Jilways that none of our su})je<'tH, by this our present 
grant, Ix- in any wise daiuaged, because tliat express mention of 
the true yearly value of the premises in tliese presents made, does 
not appear any statute, ordinance, or act thereof, made, or- 
daiaedy or proTid«d to the contrary thereof, in any wise notwith- 
standing. 

Witnm the King at WeBtminster, bth of March. 

By writ of Privy Seal, and of t)m ,49^H^^^fl^Mi, 
by aiithoritjr of PailiaBioBt. . ... t,, « ^ J, 



No. 6.| 

SPECIMEN OF THE WARDENS* ACCOUNTS FOR 
ONE YEAR, IN THE REIGN OF HWBJ VI. 

JOHN WELLES, ALDERMAN. 

In fhe mne of Jhn, Thonat CatwofUia & John Godyn, 
W«tdeyiiB« 

This is the aconte of the seide Thomas & John, Wardeynee, 
ftrom the xxv*** day of Julye the yeer of Almyghtye God 1435, 
and of the reigne of the sixte Kynp: Henry the xii; yeere, unto 
the xx\'j^*'" day of Julye the yeere of the seid Almyghtye God 
1436, and of the reyne of the seid Kyng Henry the xiiii*^, that 
is to wyte be the tyme of there yeere. 

lb. #. d. 

Rcscey\ed ffurst of Will. Wettenhale & 
Thomas Cannynge of the residue of money 
left in there handes in the ende of there 
acomte the nexte to xxiiii iiii 

Also of Symkyn Groby & Thomas Chuhbe 
executors of the testament of Rauf GylleBton 
to our aim OS nnd byldyng-e t y 

Also of Ray Symsone <& W. liray, execu- 
tors of Will. Bothe, Grocere, to our almes 
and byldyng r 
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i6, s. d* 

Alio of John Tyntjlden and ThoniM Rokysley 

exoeoftors o£ John Dekene, GrrooMo, and hio 

wyile to €«ir alniM and byldying xitt vi viii 

AIm of Thomai, lha wn of Thomas Knol^ 

Ahfaman, Ibr nakjiig of our mlla and the • • ' 

fewndainiBiit of oqt 
Ako of Thomas Bmbachoy gaihoUoiiry ftr 

liyaoNi • iiii 

Also of tha am*^. of a tost of eerteyn dottonif 

mfj^mlb, haaiy* aoonla of W.Wettsnhalo 

& T. Caimjiigfa tyma doo to tho Gtooaioa 

and aasigajd to m lo poje fho dotio of the 

Companjo ••••• ••••••• n xiii iv 

Abo leoeyrod be the handis of Mm Baooa 

and John MaUon, adkctoms diosan be the 
-Omqpanyeof the mony igraaled he certejn 

]»eiaoDes of the eiafte to tiie pnrchasjng if 

peice of Ae royde gxound ram Ijme the * ' * 

l4Mid Fitawaltar'shatte •••••••••••••••• nxy xyij viij 

Alio of Syr Homy Bfomflete, Knjght, ihr 

his outre into our dotbyng & BiothmMe zz 
Ako of Thomas Broon, Squier, for his entve ' 

inlikewise ••••••••*••••••• zx 

Abo of John CUeheley, Chambyileyn of 

London, be the hand John of Welljs, Al* 

deratan, 4Ebr the half deal of zz maik -of a 

fyneof grene as. hnaadtotheohambfs**** Yi xiii iv 
Also of John do Marcatono ftkr n pipe of 

wyne •••••••••• mi i? 

Ako rec^ of certeyn psones of the crsft ftr 

waiges of ii spcres and iiii bowes, sowdiers, * • 

fibr the s;uif kGpyn<>; of Caleys ai?enst the 

fleege of tlie fals pre tend jng Duke of Bur- 

^03rne •••• xiij xvMj x 

AUo rec*^. of certeyn psoncs of llie craft be the 

bandes of Thomas Catworthc for the pro- 

▼ydyng clothing of Roger Otteley chosyn 

Meir hlb. xiiis. ixd. Also rec*^. be the handes 

of John Godya ffor the same clothyng xxvjs. Ivi xix ix 
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lb» s» c£» 

Also receyvyd viis. viijd. of alio mannr. 
of ffynes be the handes of Tliomas Cattes- 
worthe. Also rec"*. Kvi'jlb. yd, of alle rnann. 
of fynes receyvyd be the handes of John 

Crt^iyn •••• xxxii 

Also receyvyd of (!Tvcrsc personnes of the 
craft for the coate of murrey and plunket 
clothe, clxxiiij yerd« & i qc, with the prtste 
mflneyt & withoutmi xlix yerds & i half «f 
the Mme cloth igiven 4t knt & unpwb* • 
AIImv chaige finr jmplnwige of the tame do- 
fStjugf leryng in myne handee xjs, figdL 
ItMiy dttlit after certen acconte not hera • • 
Item, receyvyd of WilP. Baset, for the rente 
of WUF. Statindon, be the handes of Thomao 
Galwortiie, m}lh. n«. Tiyrf. Item, be <ho 
handee of John CM^ xi^fft. Iir ii yoiiw' 

font»»«»» xvij 

Alio, ifOoyvTdof WiV*« WeMeiiUo A Thoaiaa 
Canjiigo, of maaf ileft in dior iMadeo in 
tlie endo of tlier oooomIo of tiio loceyHof 
monj of fttDlo Ml tfno of Will*. Gmh- 

briggo, ett»StoUM»***** «*•> 

Alio, receyvyd of the leniiilo, ttta Stokkeo,* 
Air the ij yerai £r. ibe Ijme of our aeeoBle 
the eaine Toate •••••••••••«•••••••••• 

h&m, receyvyd be the heaiii of Thomee Cst- 
irordie, of John MaMon, Wardeyn, new 
chosen for the residue of a vewe of this 
acconte imaad be the seyde Thomas Cat> 
worthe •••••••••••••»••••••••••«••• li ii 

receyvyd be Thomas Catworthe > 
lx>:vijZ6. xixs. f 
receyvyed be/ John Godyn( """j^ ^ ^ 
mxxxiiij^6. iiiis. ijrf. ^ 
Remembryd he itt that the wyfe of John Deken 
executrix with his othir co-exeoulOfSy rendeiyd 
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to the Companie of Grocers an obligacon due 
to her husbande ende of his aoconte Mud 
John Bacone as it apperitii in tbte liooke 
atle 109 leef, boi ffor as much as we no 
numy thereof reeeyryd nethtr paid, we 
charge us not; tlw Sbi<^. of the obUgaobo ia 
ixlb. xvjs. 

Also, in like wise, was paidonyd to WiD", 
Serle, Carpenter, as it ap|Mil|!h att6 
Mide 109 leefy in the mne accimte. When- 
fore we chaige ne not bat •eooote of No. 



The PaiemmU and Discharge of Tkmmu Caimwtkt amd 

John Godyti. 

t. tf. 

Ffinst paid for p avy ng ty toi & paryng of the 
trenace betwene the two haUe doree to • 
carpoiter and the maMM ••••••••• xxxi ij 

Paid to HughOy gluier, 0or certejn w |Mduwe > 
in oar halle qteynyng i*jm feet, ftr John 
Deken& W^. lioxley, aiuctf. a fi)te***«*» ^ xr 

Paid to John WeUya, AUeiman, for olde deftte 
doe to hym atte the ende of the acconte of 
J(An Bacon and John Dekea •••••»• xx 

Alao, paid to Will", Seile, caipentar, dne to 
hym atte tfme of «ooonte of John Bacon & 
JohnDekene, for his rewarde of cs, assigned 
to hym in ple3rn peyment thereof, xU. & the 
iijlb. be pardonyd •••• xl 

Also, paid to John Carpenter the mairalte dew 
fFor the ground m the Groceres' Hall, lying 
be the Olde Jeurye, ipurchased ayeer • • • • xl 

Paid to Will". Burton moytio of paiement of 
olde dette due to hyiB atte ende of his ao- 
conte li i 

paid t/> our ahnesmen be the space of ii yeeres 
fiurst be the handys of Thomns Catworthe, 
iiiii!6. riijj. and be John Grodyn xvib. ^ • • xix xvi 

Paid be the handys of John Godyn for myn- 
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atralls nnd there hodys,* amcndyng of ban- 

neres, and hire of barges witli Tliumas 

Catw'orth & Robert Ciopton, chosea Shye- 

revi8,t goyng be water to ^VLstmynster . iiij vj iti 

Paid to ij aperes and iiii bowoa went Ije the Com- 
pany of Groceres for the sauf kepyng of 

Caleys agenst the seige of the fals DuJlg of 

Burgoyno ^ xx 

And be the handys of TTionuis Catworthe for 

pty costapres and coiiacons vjs. vjd. and be 

the handes of John Godyn xviijs. ijd-« Uii Tuj 

Paid be the handys of Thomas Catworthe for 

a dyner maad to the newe maittrw vaA the 

Companye atte audite* •••••• Oij ii \x 

Paid be the handys of Thomas Catworthe to 
' Sir Steven Flour, preste of the Groceres^ in 

partie of paiemcnt of his salarie for ii yeeret 

of our tyme iyi6. irjtf* viiid.^ and he John 

Godyn x/6.*««* 
Paid ifor the waigee of maeone inafcTiig the 

welle, the fundament of Ihe kychene, and the 

northwalle and wyndowei of the pentre and * 

hotelrye vijffr. xti. iijd Item SkalSbldee 

4e neoeneiies for. the neeoiie and hOxim 

xlvijf. vrf. Item. For waigee aadiewaidee 

efhdioraie^xtJM. xiiijs.vj(i. •••••• xxij xvij ii 

Ptiyde in etof of lyme, eand mestf . ston, 

chalk and ienement of iryn* • xilii liij vi 

Item, he the handee of Cattewordie^ fi»r eoe- 

tages of the gardyn, iiij«. viijcf. ; and he the 

handee of JohnCk>dyn, for makyng the erber^t 

carvyng newe raylyng of al the vynea & 

gard^Tie, vijl^. viijs. vijrf. 

Abo, paid for costis, fireight, cariage, whar- 

vage & pilyng up of ii shippes of waIoill,§ 

conteynyng xiviij ° iii. v. oyil, igevyn to 

• HoodiL t SheriA. % Arbour. 

i Whalfloil, Thia is a veiy liBgalar item, which it la dillcnlt fo 
ezplaia or eadeielami. 
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ihe lUanihyp be Thomas ^ me of Hw- 

mas Bjiollys •••*•••••••••• •••• xliiij vi 

Paid be T. Catworlbe for lent & socage of Ae 

Gioceies* HaUe, to John Carpenter, iiii^TiijdF. 

and be J. Godyn vliui. ibr ii yen the 

t^meofaoonte ••••••• • tu It 

Paid be T. Gatworlbe to John DaUon, Bedsll, 

for Ms wages of « yeere xxxiijs. myi* and 

paid to WiU*. Heylyngsegge, Bedell, be J. 

Godyn £for a yeeie tlm, Sm*^ for IK 

yeeres vZ6. ••••••• ••••• n xJii !▼ 

Paid be Th*. Cutworthe to John Smyth in p**«. 

of paiement of his wages, xvis. viijci. Item, 

be John Grodyn, xxvs. xU viij 

Paid flbr plee & costis of grene zz,* be advyse 

of all the craft serchid & arcstid, with the 

costis of X butts & v-i roundeletts of resins of 

Cerent, iiij bales of Canell, & a bale of zz, 

ffals and deffpctiflf garbelling of pepper & 

clove<)!, alle other ffcdse wayeing presented 

by an enquest* • • ^ xiij ix 

Paid to dame Ediths Cambrigge for iij yeeres* 

rente of here dower the day of recone agenst 

the Wardeyns & the Companye of Grocers . xviij 
Paid to her also for a yeeie after that we hadde 

itaken it to ferme of her be endentnre • » * • iiij 
Paid to the rente gaderer ffor g Teers laboiTing 

aboaten xeparaSon & gaderyng of the seida 

rente • • •••• xiij iv' 

Paid for quiterente of Cambrigge's rente atte 

Stokkss to the Abbot of Bermondseye ffor ii 

yeeres tbe^rme of our afioonte*** xij 

Paid to Cambngge's presto be Thomas Gat- 

wortbe xxxiijx. Item, be Jdm 

Godyn full payement of ij ywtn' wages 

xi/A. xiijs. irtf. • xiij vi i» 

Paid for the seid rente for newe lattliyng ft 

tylyogf of alio the old rente & reparacon of 

old A newe, ft amendyng of alio findtes • » x xn vii 
* I imagine this to aean ginger. 
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Paid be the handis of Thomas Catwortbe be 
the tpace of ii jeent fibr the teMment of 
Will". Cambrigge and wax ifounden in 
hia chappell xxxtijt. and be John Qodyn 

xivijs. vjd, ••••• uy vt 

Paid be Thomafl Catworthe to the preate- of 

Will". Staundon, & ffor his obite ij jreer, 

\lb. vis. vujd. and be J* Godjn xijZ6. •••• xvf| vi viy 
Paid fibr the cloth jng mnrraj and plunket 

celttyno/ conteyniag SiiFjixxU jndii a 

qnartr. widi alio foatagea eiii * xi ix 

Paid bo llioiiiaa Otiwoiiho flbr zx dolhia of 

hpumf agenst tha rydingf of Robert Otte- 

* Thia waa for the lirariaa, wbiob appear to have varied la tfiaoalDaffa 
ftozn time to time, 
la 1444 la an eatcy italiag— 

lae^. of OWre bvetbiea of y* oiaAa for owia Itfarie^ 



eianaforowialifariail ..^ 
•« acarletto <c giaena.*' I " " 



io 1448 it is mentioBed as ** acarlette & blucke ; " 
in 1450 the clothing is described as Yyt)lette in grayn for 

** gownt's «S. lor Jioodys, parted with cremesyn." 
t The custom of thia, and, doubtless the other Companies, joining the 
Mayor & Sheriffs in procession, to meet the Sorereigns on their public 
OBlvylato the City, or on Laid Majoi'a Day^ ia detailed la an oidl* 
taimedy "an aolt tf aMrayMsal;" fhat ia^ of anaioiag or 
It ordains, that whoerer should omit to come in doe time, when 
warned by the beadle, to the court quarter-day, ** to ryding against y« 
" King, Queene, or other Lords, with the Mnire, Sheryff, or ^o'ln^ on 
** pcessioQ with the Maire, as comon course is, nt Cristmasse and other 
** tjmeB, congregacuus, oc auy other tbynges/' that they bt: warned to 
pay Ilia penalty or aawrceamit la lha beadle, or, if they otaittad tflilho 
Maater eane, thay were to pay the doobla. The ninlet belag ** for the 
^ Ryng, Qaeene^ or Maiie'ii rldyag, 4rae Uie. Uyd.** aad on other 
occasions 19d. or 8«. Chaucer makes these HUi^fr, as tbey were oaUed^ 
or royal processions into the City, a p^reat indneeawal la the City < 
* tkes to neglMt their occupations : be says,— 

^' A prenUs whilom dwelt in our CItee, 
^' At eyery bride-ale weuld he sing and hoppa { 
** He loved bet the tareme than the shoppe, 
" For, when ther any riding was in Chepe, 

Out of the ahoppe thider wold be lepe, 
'* And m thoa he had all the sight ysein, 
" And danced wel, he wold net eoMe agan." 
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lb. t. 

ley, Mayor, xlvi/6. Item. Sheryng of the 

same, xx$. xlvij 

Item. Wagis for mynstralls be Thomns Cat- 
worthe, \lb. xijs. viijr/. Item. Hodys & 
makyng xxxs. xd. Item. A hon for Dal- 

tonvid, vii iiij 

Smto. pd. be Thomas Catworthe % 

lxxvij/6. xixs. iiijd. f Sm*®. 
Snuo. pd. be John Godyn ( iiiiexxix ii x 
\xfiW>, mi. vifl, ^ 



No. 7. 

WEIGH-HOUSE. 

The Orocen^ Company having the chuge and managraMnt of 
the public Male, or Khig's Beam, made the ftUowing tariff of 
charges m the year 1453. 

In the tyme of Rieh<. Lae, Will. Taylor, Se John Basing- 
thwayte beynge Wardeyns, 
This impOBidon was maad & ordeyned by the Wardeynes & the 

feleshepe associed, the xxi daye of Juin in the yere of owre Lord 
m.cccc.liij, and aJle the names of them folowe in wry tinge that 
werti at llm ordenaunce makyng, for wele of the beem. 

d. 

Furste, for Pepper, 1 bale ••• • xx 

Safron, 1 cak xx 

Clowes, 1 bale, y* C. viij 

Mac, 1 bale or barel viij 

Greynes, 1 bulet, y« C. xij 

Cyn anion, 1 kase be it gret or smal • vj 

Gynger, case or bale, y«C. •••••••••••••••••• iiij 

Nottemeg, 1 bale, y*C. •••••• iiy 

Long Pepper, d. y*C. iij 

Flowie of Alman, eny draught iiij 

Reyaena of Corent, ye butte, 7 ^ ^ 

Reysens of Corent, y* barelly y ^ 

Gynger, y* barel, y* C. • • « rj 

Y 
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Galyngftle, y« We, y« C. • • m 

Drupges, cny draught #»»»»t*f»»#»*»»*#**«*» y 

Wootle, balett •••• § 

Muiltr, y''" bale ••••••••• V 

Alum, foyle or rooch, y'' bale •• ••• inj 

Yorns (horns), y« tuiiue ••••••••••• mj 

Tyn, y* peece • ij 

L« . a, y« fifodder 

Coton, y* bale • ittj 

Coton, Cj'prus or basselan, y*= C. • • • • • • • • y 

Ryse, y" bale • • ij 

• • • • 

Comyn and Annoys, y' bale • • • uij 

Soope, y*^ pype iiij 

Almaimds, y* bale**** "j 

, Wex, C. jj 

DatM, y'bale ij 

Saunders and Brasile,* y* C ••••• ty 

AigentVyff, y« bolyott • •••• iiij 

Vermelion, y« lof •..*-* iiij 

Verd^prea, y^ C. 

Salt Peter, y« C t • U 

Biymsteiiy 7* C. > 

Reed Coii^« y« C • i 

Grey Gij^r^ y* G • i 

Flex, y*C. • « 

ibid id maner other merchandiiieH y* oomytfa to ye 
beem .and is oot comprebendid in thia wxytyi^t 
to paye for the bales of ev'iy xx lb. i 

Signed by the membera in the manner following, viz, 

I, RiCB. Lee, am content. 
I, Will. Maeowb^ am content* 
Will. Taylor, am content 

• It is inconreivfible how the name of " Brasile" wood came into this 
list, which was entejred in the Company 's books in 1453. The Brasils 
were nol discovered by Pedro AhanM 4i CaM^ vntU the SStk April 1600, 
eight yeaia after the Urst diseoTeiy of America by Columbus.— Jl«yaal. 
Hi$Mn de$ inae Jadet, toI. ii. p. 160 ; irvhig'B Life ttf CtUaaAm^ vol. iii. 
p. IM. 
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A FYNE OF RICHARD HAAtE AND THOMAS HOOE. 

1456. 

M«. That the xxij day of Match, Ao? Ivj, ivaa Richaid 
Haale and Th<mia8 Hooe b^foora the WaideyiiM of 
foUshepe assoded, and there examhied &r (Adeea doon 
In enhauDBTnge and wiUynge to pntte Ednnmde Tervjie 
owt of hie hovse. And the tajd Richard and Thomas 
<her opynly oonftned themselfes and weren founden 
deftctjf, fyr whieh offens, don contmrye the good old 
ordenannce wretyn; the Wardeyns and the feleshepe 
aSBOcied, have ftiUy concluded that the sayd Richard and 
Thomas shall brynge in xf sterlyn^cs, accordyn^e to ye 
sayd ordenance. At which fjne-makynge wus psonto 
my maystrc John Walden, Alderman Rob* Carstango 
and Edward Warmyngton, Wardeynes, John Maldon, 
Jolm Blaunch, Henre Haale, Wiilam Edwards, George 
Erland, and John Alyn. And the v« daye of Apryll next 
foUowynge was fully concluded by the Wardeynes and the 
feleshepe associed, that Edmund Tt^rrjle shulde have 
del yv red to hynv by the sayd Wardeynes v£ sterlynges of 
the sayd x£, and the Wardeynes to kepe the othyr v£ 

sterlynges accordynge to ther olde ordenance v£ 

The ordinance, in Tirtue of which the above fine was levied, is 

as follows : — 

^* An ordenance y* no man put other QWt of his howse. 
" AJsoe it is ordencd by the comon assente of this fraternite 

" y' no man of the fraternite take his neyghWs howse yt is of 
the same fraternite, or enhawnoe the rent agenst the wille of 
the fi>raeid nayghbor« Who that is fewnde In Ibe de&wte shall 

« paye att the tyme x£, y« is to weten, v£ to the fimternite, and 

'* ▼£ to hym y* is thus put owte of his bowse.*' 

A FYNE OF JOHN AYSHFELDE. 

** M", That John Aynlifelde hath putt hyni to rewle for 
** offens don in makynge of untrewe powder gynger, cynamon, 

Y 2 
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** and saundera, for whiche oliens diwn, the VVardeynes and the 
** feliship usocied be faHHy accorded that he shalle maak a iyne of 
** vjs. and yiijd. ; and in case m be y*^ he be fownde in suche 
'* another trespaaae that then he to be rewled by the avyse of tho 
** Wardeynee and the lUisbipe aiMKaad; what thaywii do ther in 

A FTNB OF JOHN FRBYNCHE. 1456. 

*' M*. Y'the xxj day of hun, anno Ivj, hath John Fraynch 
" pntt him to rewle for offena doon in rjAynge in to co un tre 
" with wares nBioIde; for which offens doon, y* Wardeynes and 

the £iliBhipe aModid hm iaSky oonchidad 7* he ahall peye 

No. 9. 

PLATE BELONGING TO THE COMPANY. 

fl 

List of the Company's plate, at Tarions periods, to which are 
added the names of the donors of a portion of it. It will give the 
reatler ;iu idtja of the sjilLndour with which the Company were 
enabled to give their entertainmenta at the early perioda specified* 

1465. ii Gaion Pottifi t linsed and half grlte whiche Thomas 
Hawkins, (Trocor, gaff unto this tVuternite, the whicbe 
weyen xvj markc & iiij ounceii of Troye weyg-hte. 

ii Basens and ij ewers of sylver parcell gylte with foldis in 
the pryntis, and the basens weyinge viij lbs. of Troye 
weyghte saf half an ownce ; and the ewers weyinge 
xlij ownces, whiche Nicholas WyfoU, Grocer & Al- 
derman, gaff unto thk frat^nite. 

A Stondynge Cuppe, coyer of ajWtr, pcell giHsy veyingie 
of Troye weyghte xliiij ownces & iii qrt^* of an ownoe, 
whiche Hobmrt Qar$timge, Grocer, gaff onto this fr*- 
teraite. 

A Stondynge Cnppe, cofer of ejlTer endelle giHe, powneed, 
weyinge of Traye weyghte wg owDOea end a helf, 
whiche Margeri Bwritm, kte mdoir end n meter of 
<bie MMp geff onto diie fitteniite. 
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A stondynpe cuppe, cover of sylvoi', chased and alle gylte, 
weyinge xvj ownces and a half <lir half a qrt*^' ownce of 
Troye weyghte, whiche Thomas Spycer, Grocer, gaff 
unto this fratemite. 

1466. A Stondjiige Cuppe of sylver, with a coyer, weighing 24 

ownces Troye, given by Thomas Swetenham, Grrocer. 
*' Jhii he mercy full to his sowle,** 

1467. Of tbegiftejof /oAn Godyn, Grocer. 

'* Jku have mercye on Mi $owU" 
A Stondyngtt Cuppe, cover of sylver and alle gylte, with 

roaee and somieB (suiui) weyinge x»c| ownces. 
Of the gifke of Sir Jahn Howard, KnighL A Stondynge 
Cuppe and corer of sylver and alle gylte, weying xvj 
ownces & half traye weyghte. 

" Ood tend him long life wel{fare** 
1493. The giflte of TAomas Hoo, Grocer. Two nntts gamyshed 
with sylyer gylte. 

1506. A Standynge Cupp and Cover alle gylt, powdered with 

oken leavis, w*' 44 ownces, given by William Law- 
rence. 

Six Gobelettes, parcell gylte, with • cover, weying 116 
ownces, given by Anpell Dunn. 

1507. A gift of £10, by Thomas Steyd, son of Alderman 

Steyd, towards " luakyuge of a saite of sylver weying 

** 9 owrires." 

1523. A memorandum occurs this year, of £162 . 15 . 4. received 
for plufG pledged lo Alderman Lambardf which in 1530 is 
redeemed for £279 . 14 . 8. 

There are many other entries of plate in the books, but what 
precedes is considered sulhcient to shew the mode in which the 
register was knpt. 

When any member of the Grocers' Company was elected to fill 
the offices of Sheriff or Lord Mayor, he usually made application 
on occasions of festivals, for the loan of the Company's plate. 
This continued to be granted for many years, on security being 
given to the Wardens for the value of the plate. The f ollowing 
10 an example, inserted in the books in November 1 > i9 : — 
*' Agreede, on the entreatie of Mr. Box, a member of this Com- 
*• pade, elected Sheryffe, to have a loane of some of the Com- 
« panie*s Plate for paUiqne daies; that is, 3 basins, 8 ewers. 
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** and 3 Raltea aikl their covers ; alaoo two dozen of silver spoones 
" to be ientt bsiidin cerUine naperie." 



WARDENS' ACCOUNTS RESPECTING MATTERS OF 



This is the accompte and rbkontno of John Granadge, 
Ralph Kinge, George WftUMun, and Hemy Brooke, Wardens of 
the bachelors of the i%bt wvuiUpfiiU Gompwrf of Grocers of tha 
Ci^ of JUmdon, ftppoyntod bj a Coait of Airietinte of the layd 
Coinpo&7, the fiiot day of Oe(ober» Am» Ihm^ 1617. Of all - 
their reoeipte and paynMnliy charge and difldiaige» oonoemyng 
no^ia of TKiofapbe ptenod by the layd Compaiqr m the honor 
of. the righl honflwrabla Hr» Geoiga BoUee, A]dennan» a moil 
hononroble and worthy member of the aajpd Coaapaay, Lord Maior 
of the aayd Citjr, from the layd first day of October 1617, 
AnmoqiM Regis JacoH Anglus quiniodtemo, untill this preeent 
fifth day of May 1618, Annoque JZ«- /ocodt Angl 161^ The 
ptienlexa whereof ensue, irii** 

The reoeipis iiom the livery are noted, with the naniea of the 
coatrflmtoia, at length ; but, as snoh detaUs wonld oecsupy mora 
epaee than is neoessary, it is thought suflkieBt to give the amounts 
received from the different clashes of Members. 

" Someof aIlthefeee^oftheBadie]ani*iiifi>jnea 

18 08 before « £393 0 0 

* In 1S62, during the mayoralty of Sir Thomas Lodge, the following 
order, relating to the dress of the bachplnrg, WRg is'^ncd by the (^ourt of 
AsBWtants. " < )rderefl, that the 70 bachilois, nor any of thcin, shall 

vireare ao^e kmd of furs in their gowne», but oniye foynes and budge, 
«< aad aot to have aoy guards of velvet in their gownes, hot onlye weItB» 

nornse anye anreesoaable raflb In their shifts, bet onlye blaeic and 

vrbito; their doobletts to be of black satton, aad they with coats or 
<* jacketts of setlen or damtske, and of no other eoloar ; and the War- 
** deyns to weare russet s«tten in their doubletts. The Wardcyns of the 
" Grocers, and the Wardeyns of the BHcliiilors to cesse both the livery 
** of the bachillorSi and all the Compauic of the yeomanry for the fur* 
" uiture of the poor men's gownes, the pageant the first, and other great 
« eharges that most be done when my Lord Mayor elect Aell go to 
** Westminstsff as to them shall be thought meet." 
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Bioaglit£brwaid«***£393 0 0 
** Some of all the feceipto of the Baefaelem m Mge " 

" faaBhelbn •••• 162 4 0 

Sonie of aUthe leeeiptBoftheapeciallCoiitribiiton 

« isae before ••••• 258 2 8 

** Some of aU the xeoeipta of the generali Contriha** 

"'tonaabefine •••• 71 6 2 

Soe the whole some of all the eayd zeceipts, 

" wherewith the aayd Wardens doe chafge them- 

selves, is • • • £884 12 10 



X Eight hundred and finver aooffe and 
** foiror ponndee^ tveWe mmmmw^^f 
and ten pence." 



'liiL Discharge of the aayd Wardens of all the raoeipla afore- 

say (I, as followeth, viz. 

Moneys payde for the poore nicn'8 gownes, coates, cappcs, 

eleeves, &c. 

Payde for 28 azure coulourod cloathes for the poore 

inen*s gownes, to dyvera old workes, ^c . 159 4 ti 

Payde to dyvera taykm for making of 134 gownea, 

after xii . a peece • 6 4 0 

Besides which parcell of gownes there wns given in 
cloth to the clerk, the 2 beadles, the clerk's man, 
and the 2 saunderboaters, 3 yards & ^ a peece. 

Payde to Roger CiarkOi Mercer, for 20 peeces of 
ezhnson mochadM * to make sleeyes for the poore 
men, and to face the beadle's streamer and banner- 
beaiera* ooates • 10 0 0 

Carried forward* • • • £1 75 8 6 

* ftluclmdo was a iiuumtacture of silk, iu great voguo at Ihb period, as 
appears by the following list of staffs quoted by a contemporary poet : — 
Alas 1 what would oar silk nrarcers be t 
" What wonid they do, sweet faempseed, bot for thee ? 
^' Rash, taffeta^ paropa, and novato, 
" Shagge, filizetta, damaske, tvdd mochado'* 

Taylor's *' Fmisc i>f llempscedf" annexed in a Note to lieautmnt 
and fletcher'a i omedtf of " Wit at several Weapons." 
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Brought forward .... £1 75 8 6 

Payde to djrvers taylore for making of 38 biew coatcs, 
26 for the bvadies of the 4 hospitalls, and for 
the banner and streamer bearers, at \4d, a yn ece 2 4 4 

Payde to dyvers tajlors for making" of 124 paire of 

sleeves, at 2c?. a peecc • 10 8 

Pavde tf> Thomas Hinkman, Capper, for 1 0 dozen 
of round ciippes, and 6 dozen and 3 long cafifWBy 
at 24s. the doz. 18 3 0 

Payde to certeyn beadles, besides long cappes and 
.ribbons, for their dynners & attendance in this 
servyce dona; I2d, apem» tu. 4 of emy bof- 
pitall ^ 0 16 0 

Payde to ISpooie men, for their iervyce in carryinge 
of the ilreamers, bumen, & other thingee, in 
respect they had noe ooates ••••••• 400 

Peyde to 10 othen of the nydebannmr end Btreemer 
beaieit iHiieh had ooetesy their dynnen* 12dL 
apeece • • • •••• 0 10 0 

Payde and gtma to a poore man •••«• •••• 0 4 0 

Payde end given to Thomas Hant, porter^ being hurt 
in the leryyoe . • • 0 5 0 

Payde to Mr. Haiman, keeper of the GniUhally 
the charge of Mereer'e hangmgs, at fidloweth, tib. 
fbr Mr. Oolbyy hie Ibe, 5l. fiir carrying them to 
and from the GnUdhall, 2$, fiur timber, hodk»» 
hanging them vapp and taking tfaam downe againe, 
5s,, total is as p' bill ^ 0 12 0 



£203 3 6 

Payde and given in benevolence to certain poore men 

which had uut gownes •••••• ...... £10 5 0 



Their names are enumerated, and the sum given to each detailed. 

Whipfblerb atavee, and others. 

Payde to John Edwardes, for 24 dozen of white staTes 
for the Whiffelers, the Marshalls and their men, 

Digitized by. 
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£ s, d. 

the porteit which canyed the pageant, and for the 

Weymaster and his porters, which attended at the 

Gmldhall £4 17 8 

Moietohimfiirthehiieof mjafeliiis 1 ^3 4 

More for two new banner atayes 0 8 0 

Mofe!payde for the newgi^l^ng of the anncjent 

headj and ftv ooolloiing the atafie 0 7 0 

£7 6 0 



Torches and Linke$» 

Payde to William Uffington for 49 dosen of large 
stalfe torehea at 15». per doM 36 15 0 

More to him for 10 doavi and ) of small tordies at 
99. per dozen, and for 5 doien and | of linkes 

at 2^. 6d. per dozen, for to light the pageant and 
other shewes from Leaden-hall over night to 
Carter Lane and other places appointed — in toto • • 5 8 3 



£42 3 3 



Thb Foist£ and other Fire Works, 

Paydo to John Kellock for the whole charge of 
the foiste and a galley, aud for his Bervyce 

■ 

with men, shott, powder, cassocks, collours 
and ^ other nectaries for them, the some 
of 32 10 0 

Payde and gifWl in benevolence to the fierman or 

l^raeneman over and about hia agroement, the 

aoSue of •••••••••••••••••^ 0 11 0 



£33 I 0 



Thb Pbalbs. 

Payde to Robert Bevis Connor, fat the charge of 
six score chambers, twice shot of, the some of • • £ 31 0 0 



r 
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Tavkpxtoes. 



Payde to John Smyth, John Fowkee, Anthony 
Denham and others his Ma^^" Trumpetors for all 
demands, for 32 tmnqwton, whh a boy to sound 
in the shipp, which wtn pteMut In the ihewe 
according to- the aocoitotted iBM0Mr» ihe M 
some of ••••••«•••«••••«« 26 0 0 

Payde to the Sugeant Trumpetor for his fto •••• 0 11 0 



£26 U 0 



Waiobtbb of the City, 

Payde to the waigfatN of the dty for their aenryce 
all the fyre dayea, the some of 913 4 

More to the Gfaorciiwaideiisof St. PeCer^s in Cheape, 
for ihe use of the place where the sayde waightes 
stand to play all I3ie sayd time, as by their ao- 
quyttance appeareth •••• • 0 3 4 

£2 16 8 



Drumers, P/iff'es, Aunc^ents and Florishers, 

Payde to Robert Crotight and others, for the ser- 
vyce of 8 driimes and 4 ptifc'j4, they fiimyshinp; 
themselves with blacke hatts, white doublett«, 
blacke hose and white stockings and wilii i^carfes 
according to the cnller of the Comp^, witli xijrf. 
given to a little boy which played on the drum 
ill the aliip, the some of 12 tl . 0 

More payde to fow er Auncyent bearers, lliey fur- 

nyshing themsel VBS w^^ all thing's necessary • • • • 4 0 0 

Payde to John Bradshawe for himself and 18 fellow 
tlorishers with long swordes for their servyce* • • • '7 0 0 

£23 11 0 
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CHAROB OP THE PAGEANT* 
Charyott^ Itaad, CtutUf Shipp, with all the 9wral Beasts 

which drew them: — 

£ «• <L 

Paydfi to Thomas Middieton, gent, for the ordering, 
OTBr seeing andwn^mgof the whole devyse, for the 
makmgof the Pageant of NationSy the Uaiid,tbe In- 
dian Chariot, the Caatle of Fane^ tiyming the 
Shipp, with all the teveral beaafes which diew them, 
and fivaU tha carpenter'avorky |M^ttttg,gnylding 
and gamjdung of them, with all other tfainga 
necesBary ftr the apparalling and finding of all 
the personages in the sayd ahewea, and fiir all tha 
portage and carryage, both by land and by water, 
for the lighters for the shew by water, for payn- 
tmg of a banner of the Lord Mayor's annes, and 
also in lull fi>r the greenmen, dyvella and fyer 
works with all thinges thereunto belonging ac- 



cordin^ to his agreement, the some of ••• 382 0 0 

Payde to Nichola.s Oaks, stationer, for the printyng 

of 500 bookes, the some of «••••••••••••••• 4 0 0 

Payde to George Ne^vball, Keeper of Blakvvell hall, 

for the use of his house for the children •••••• 2 0 0 

Payde to the porters of Blakwell hull m beii« volcnco, 
for l(K»kiiig to the pageant & other shewes whilest 
the children wen ;*t (13'^nner 010 0 

Payde for 5U sugai- loaves, lb. of nuttmeggs, 
24 lb. of dates, and 114 lb. of ginger, which 
were throwen about the sf reetes by those which 
sate on the griffyns and camells 5 7 8 

Payde for goyng by water at several tymes to see 

the worke made ready, the some of •• 0 2 6 

Payde and given to Mr. Roger Wahrond, marshall 
of this city, in gratuity in respect of his servyce 
and attendance with his men on the day^ the 
some of • • 4 0 0 



Payde to Qeofge Bell for himself and 20 others, 



Carried forward.- £298 0 2 
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£ s. d. 
Brought forwaid* • 298 0 2 
for the ushering, manhaUiiig and making way 
fiir the whole Company on the day, they ibr- 
ayihiap tfaemaeivee with all thingea neceasary, 
theaomeof 5 0 0 

Payde ibr taking upp of the apunea at Pteula'a and 
for letting them agalne and for paring and 
gnmU • 0 10 0 

Payde fn hin of a barge when the Company went 
with Mr. Sheriff Johnaon to Weatminater to take 
hiaoath* 1 10 0 

Payde to dyma pogrteia for carrying of thinga from 
the hall and from Greaham honae to I«aden hall, 
theaomeof* • 0 16 0 



£305 16 2 



MsBCBKT Wa&£8 /ot Boftner* afid other tkmgs* 

Payde for 7 yardes of crimaon damaske 6 12 0 

Moie for 20 ellB of tafTnta ^nrcenett, at 8«. per ell. 8 0 0 

More for 16 eUa of taffeta for scarves •••• 1 1 4 

Payde to Thomas Ahhott, for 59 dozen of crimaon 

& white ribbon of all Bortea 10 16 11 

Payde to Thomas Howkina, Beadle, for candlea 

and for brlngyng in of the pageanta after the 

ahewe to the hall, aa per bill* • 0 12 9 

Pbyde for carrying away the rubblah at Leadenhall 

and taking downe the partitlona there Oil 0 



Carried forward* • £27 14 0 



* The Company hired barges for state ooeasioas until tiie year 1W« 
On the 9th October of that year it was thonght to be beneath the 
CompaDy's dignity to appear in a barge which was not their own, and 

accordingly the Wardens and some of tlie Assistants were empofrered 
" to contracte and agree with such persun as they should think moete, 
** to erect, edify and build a faire and large barge for the use uf this 
" t uinpany ; and that they should take care for the provision of a house 
" and place for the safe keeping of the said barge," 
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Brought forward . • 27 14 0 



Payde to Mr. ToA^Tie dark, for the coppy of an 
order, and to certen workmen for setting: np the 
beasts in the pageant-chnmiu r over the entry 
in the hall Oil 0 

Payde to the city car])enter, for pullyng downe 

dyvers signes and setting- them upp againe • • • • 1 14 6 

Payde and given in gratuity to 8 porters which 

carryed the pageants • 1 10 0 

Payde for the carryage of two greate ladders lirom ' 

Puddle wharfe to Grocers' Hal! 0 2 0 

Payde to several watermen for carrying of the 
whiffelers and divers of the Assistants and liveiye 
men, to and from Westminster 0 13 0 

AuNCYENTS, BannerSf Streamers, and Shields, 
Payde to Jacob Challoner, painter, for a g^ata 

square banner of the Prince's armes within the 

Sonne beames of gould, the some of 7 0 0 

More to him for mendjmg of the Company's banner 0 5 0 
More to him for the newe paynting and gujlding of 

10 trumpet banners at 4i. a peeoe 2 0 0 

More for paynting and gnylding 2 smaller banners 0 6 0 

Morefor mendyng of 24 trampett banners I 4 0 

More for paynting and guylding of 2 long pennons 

of the Lord Maiors arms on calliooe 2 13 4 

More for paynting and guylding of 8 other pennons 

oncallicoe with the armes of the City, Company, 

England, and Scotland • 8 0 0 

Payde for 4 peeees of redd and blewe eallicoe to 

make the say de pennons • 1 4 5 

Payde for the paynting and guylding of three pa- 

yyses colUmred m oyle at 10s. a peece ••••••• • 1 10 0 

More for paynting in oyle and guylding of 30 

shields 3 I5 0 

Payde for three pavyses of waynscott at 3s. a peece 

and 12 ahieldfl at 15</. a peece 14 0 



Carried forward* • £61 6 0 
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Brought forward • • 61 6 O 

Paydo for pnynting 17 great staves, 12 small staves 

in oyle, and four hatchments ••••• • 4 14 (i 

Payde to the sayde Jacob Challoncr and 2 others 
for the ordering, installing, and rotting forth of 
the banners, streamers, and otlier silk workes and 
for looking to them and for their pajnea all that 
day 0 13 4 

Payde to the upholiter ^nr making of great aqwie 

bands •••••••«••• 0 18 8 

Payde for mendyiig an anncyent which was broken 
intheaarv7«e • 0 3 0 

£67 16 10 



The BACHELBms Metr BretJ^ast at the Shipp behind Old 
FUh Street^ together with the WHffekn and Yard Men. 

Payde to Mr. Abcll, vintcner, for all manner of 

charges of the sayde breakfast^ the some of ••• • £27 8 9 

Ths Chaeob qft^ Supper and certen other D f m m n made at 

the Hall tmd eUewhere, 

£ f. d. 

Payde for all manner of charges of a supper made 
in the hall the 21^^ day of November, both for 
Mr. Wardens and other comytteos, and alsoe for 
the \\ hole livery of Bachelers over and aboye his 
Lordshipps allowance of £20, being 14 messes of 
meate, the some of* ••••••••••••••••••••• 39 9 3 

Payde for dyvers dynners and potations made and 
had, both for Mr. Wardens and other comyttees, 
as well in the hall as elsewhere during the tyme 
of their sytting about the siqrde busynesses, the 
soinie of •••••• »••• • •••• 25 16 0 



£ G5 5 3 
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Benevolencfs anrf Rewards to Officers and others which took 
paincs ul.'out the sai/de busynesses with other particuler 
charges asjoilowethf 

£ $» d. 

Paydc and piren in henoToionco to Antbonv 
Monday, ^ent*^, for his paynes in drawing a pro- 
ject for this basjnesM vrhich was offered to the 
<:k)rayttee ••• 5 0 0 

Payde and given to Mr. Deckar for the like 4 0 0 

£9 0 0 



Payde to John Thompkins, beadle of the Bache- 
lers towards his Livery gowne and for his 8er\^xe 
and extraordinary paynes taken in this hehalf • • 7 7 0 

More for a cruuson damaeke IuxmI for the Bayd 

beadJe 13 0 

Payde to John Bunbur^', Clarke of the Company, 
for his servyce and attendance during all the 
tyme of this busynesae 3 6 8 

Payde to Thoaiaa Hawkins the Company's beadle 

for his servyce and attendance in like manner • • 2 0 0 

Payde te William Atkins the Lord Maiors officer, 
for paynea by him tak c n about SQch brothers of 
this Com|NUiy as were disobedyent and refused to 
pay as Aeywrae assessed 4 0 0 

Payde to the claike's nan in benevolence his 
servyce and paynes in managing of the poore men 
andotherwyse 2 10 0 

Payde to John Bunbnrie for the ordering and 
wxyting of this acoompC ••♦.••••••..* 2 0 0' 

Payde the saunder beateis for their paynes, and for 
wax 1 '3 4 

Payde to the derke's mayde and beadle's daugh- 
ter in benerolwice and for their paines 10«. 
apeece •••••• 10 0 

Carried forwaid** £24 10 0 



( 
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£ t. d. 

Brouglitlbrwwpd** 24 10 0 

Payde and given in benevolence to certen officers of ^ 
the Lord Maiors house, in regard his Lordshipp 
tooke noe money of the Bachelers, the some of • • 2 0 0 

Payde the like to Mr. Sheriff Johnson his officers* • 0 10 0 

Payde alsoe and allowed for sommes lost by light 

and cracked gokl, the some of •••• ••••• 0 15 6 



£27 15 6 



Tax KETfOVrm of the Audytors made and allowed the 5th 

ddy^ifay 1618. 

£ «. d, 

Somme of all the whole receipts before pticulerly ' 
mentioned and expressed in the charge of this I 
accompte 884 12 10 

Somme of all the payments before pticulerly men- 
tioned and expressed in the discbarge of this ac- 
compte • ••••• 882 18 11 

Soe resteth clier for the neate foote of this accompt 
in ready money rema3ming nowe in the hands of 
the Wardens of the Bachelors, as appeareth, the 
•oi&dof 1 13 11 



Jacob P£NMYNOTON,^ 
Henry Havomeo, / 
JOHM Clatov, \Audi^tors. 

Gboegs Smtth, N 
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No. 11. 

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE ESTATE BELONGING TO 
THE WORSHIPFUL COMIMNY OF OROCERS, IN 
THE COUNTY OF DERRY, IN IRELAND. 

The causeB which led to th« establishiiieiit of a Colony of Origin of 
Loikdoneri in die North of Inland being bnt little known, it may tatkm^ia 
not be considered irrelevant to gire a brief account of them by Ulster, 
way of introduction to the history of the Grooeia* estate in the 
aister oountiy. 

In the eerly part of the serenteenth century, at the dose of 
the Reign of Queen Elizahethf several distingpuiahed Roman 
Catholics of the province of Ulster in the north of Irehmd, and, 
at their head, O^NeUl, Earl of Tir-Owen, broke out into a re- 
volt agabst the Crown of Enghind. After considerable resis- 
tance on their part, they were overcome and, finally, attainted of 
high treason, and their princely possessions, consisting of six 
counties,* were, in the reign of James I, vested in the crown by 
act of parliament as finftited property. 

This part of Ireland having been always notorious for the 
shelter it afforded to disalSected persons, the King, on his accession 
to the throne, resolved, in order to support his power, to avail 
himself of the reformed religion as a means of establishing a set- 
tlement on the escheated laud^s, to be composed of such English 
and Scottish Protestants as could be induced to settle amongst a 
people so turbulent and restless as the natives of this part of the 
country then were ; and, with a view to the formation of such a 
colony, he ap{)lied to tin; City of London, ollering to grant the 
citi/en'? n Ini^o portion of the forfeited estates by way of induce- 
ment to them to ejitort lin the project. The citizens accord inrrlv 
undertook the plantation, and King James, on the 29th of 
March 1613, granted them a charter for carrying the same into 
effect; and, although they encountered great difficulties on ac- 
count of the enormous expense which attended the measure and 
the opposition they met with, they finally succeeded in accom- 
plishing the intended object. 

* Armagh, Tyroae, Coleraine, Donegal, Fermanagh, and Cavaa. 
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By thin clmrter the Irish Society were incorporated ; and 
Uiey acted under it until tho roign of Charles /., when it was re- 
voked and declared void b) a sentence in the Court of Star 
Cliunibfj ; Ijut, on the Kith of April 1662, Charles II. granted a 
fresh charter, continumg the previous one of James I. and 
restoring the Society to their rights; under thift, the Society 
continui' to act as a (Corporation.* 

The tirst proceedings of the Grocers' Company relative to the 
cttates in Ireland, are detailed ftt length in the boolca and aie con- 
ceived in the following teims 

KMm. " 4 yt/Zy.— IWt day, at en assemhh of the Waid*" & C* of 

Aaiistants, a precept was read dated the 1*^ ina** directed <o 
them bj the Lord Mayo% with a copy of certiui motives awd 
RBASOVS to induce the Citieens of this City TO vvi>b&takjb a 
PLANTATION in the NORTH PARTS OP IRELAND, end ft prifitod 
book, containing a eoUectioii of snch Oideis end Conditions, u 
are to be observed by the Undertaken, upon the distribution oimI 
plantatioii of the escheated lands in Ulster, lately reoeived \if hi* 
Loidshp fimn the Lords of H« Maj^«** Meet Hon. Privy Oouncal 
and to die said precept annexed, the tenor of which precept and 
notivae do hereafter ensue, vis'. 

BY THE MAIOR. 

To thM Matter atid TFard"* qf the CompanU ^ Qroeert, 
Whereas I have hrtelie received from the Lords of His Ma*^* 
Most HoM« Privie Counsell, a project for a Plantation in Ireland, 
the coppie whereof, togeatfaer w*^ a printed booke you shall receive 
herevnto annexed, w<*» intimation of His Ma****' most gracious 
favor & love to the Cittie of London to graunt v nto us the first 
offer of soe worthie an accion, w*^ is likelie to proove pleasinge 
to Almightie God. lio^'* to tiie Cittie & profitable to the vnder- 
takers; Tkem iwa tiierefor© to will and require you p'^sentlie to 
assemble togeather a competent nomber of the gravest & most 
substanciall men of yo" Compauie, to consider advisedlie of the 
aayd Projecte, of them to nominate fuwre men of most 
judgement & experience to joyne w^'' like nomber of fowre men 
of eu'ie otiier of the Compames of this Cittie amongst tbemselvesy 

• A Conoise View of the Origin, &c. of tiM Itisk Sodetjr, IflSa. 



Precept 
from tKe 

liOfd 

Ma>or. 
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tooouid^r of & sett downe in writinge such nnaom, Oiden, 
ifamimdet, and other circumBtances as are fitt to be remenibertd, 
required, or reformed in the undertakinge of soe worthie & soe 

ho**** an accion, & certefie me in wrytinge, before the fiveth 
daye of tliis instant Julie, the names of such fowre of yo"" Com- 
paaie a.s you shall soe noniinate & appoynt wherein you are not 
to layie m any wyse. From Guildhall, thiA first daye of Julie 
1609. 

Sebright." 

Motives and Reasons to induce the Cittie of London to under- 
take Piantatim in the Nortke qf Ireland. 

The late ruinated Cittie of the Derail, scittuated vapon the 25 Maij 
mer of Loaghfbyle, nayigablo w**^ good venels abOYO tbe Derrie, * 
& one other place at or neare tBe castle of Gtliaine, acittuate 
\ ppoa the riTer of the Baa, navigable w*** small TesseDs onUe, by 
xeason of the Bane a liile above Coliaine, doe seeme to be fittest 
places for the Cittie of London to plant. 

Theire scittoacioii is such as, wu> small chaTdges and indostrie, 
the ibresayde places (espedaUie the Denie) may be made by land 
ahnost impregnable, & soe will more sa&lie aiforde safetie & 
Becuritie to those that shalbe sent diitfaer to inhabite. 

To theise townes his Ma*** may be pleased to graunt not onlie 
Corpora cons w*** such liberties & priviledges for theire good 
goverment, &c. as shalbe convenient, but alsoe the whole terri- 
torie or county betwext them, vr^^ is above xx^'*^ myles in lengthe, 
included w''' the sea on the northe, the river of Ban on the east, 
and the river of Derrye or Loughfoyle on the west^ out of w^^ 
one thousand acres or more may be allotted to eche of tlie townes 
for theire coinons rent free, the rest to be planted w'l' such vnder- 
takers as the Cittie of London shall thinke gacjd for theire best 
profitt. payeinge onlie for the same the easy rent of the vnder- 
takers. 

His Ma"^ may be likewise pleased to graunte to theis townes 
the Wuilh ut all the customes of all goods to bo imported thither 
or exported thence, as well pondage as tunnage, as the greate 
& small customes for xx"*i yeares payeinge yearlie vis. viiief. 
Irishe, as an acknowledgement. 

Further, that his Ma'^ wolde be pleased to buye from the 
poAsesso^' the Salmon Fishings of the rivers of Ban & Lough- 

X 2 
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foy\e, and, out of hvt princelie bowntie, b«fltowe the Mine rppoa 
theifl townes for theire better encouragement, lome yearw 

prooveth verie plontifull & prnffitable. 

As likewise to grauato them licence to transporte all prohibited 
•wares grouiuge vpj^K)n theire owne lands. 

And, lastlio, the mlimialtio in the co^uitii of Terconnell and 
Colraine, now (as is supposed) in the Ijorde Deputie by the I^rd 
Adniinil's graunte maye bo by his Ma***'* meanea transferred vnto 
them for the like term of xxj yeares. 

The Land Commodiiie^ w ' the Norike of Ireland aff or deth. 

The countrie is well watered g:cn'"allie by aboundance of good 
springs, brooks, and i ivers, and plentie of fewel, either by meanes 
of wood, or, where that is wantinge, of good & wholesome 
turfe. 

It jeildeth store of all thinges necessarie for manne's suste- 
muinoe in such measure as maye not onlie maineteyne y t selfe, but 
alsoe fumishe the Cittie of London yeareiie w^h manyfolde pro- 
vision, especiallie for theire fleetee, as, namelie, w*>> beeves, porke, 
fishe, rye, beare, pease, & beanes, wch will also in some yeares 
helpe the dearthe of the Cittie & countrie about, & the itora- 
bowses appoynted for releife of the poore. 

As it is fitt for all aortei of huebandrie, soe for hreedinge 
warea, dc increeie cattail it doth exoell, whera may be expextad 
plentie of butter & cheeae, hidea ft talhme* 

English aheepe will breede abundantUe in Irriaiid, the aearcoaat 
& the nature of the aoyle beinge Terie whoUaome fbr them; 
and, if neede were, wool might be bad cheaplie dc plentifiiUie 
out of the weat pta of Scotland. 

Itt ia bald to be good in aoany placea for madder, hoppea, and 
wood. 

Itt alFowfdeth lella of all aortea in greate qoantitie, redd deare, 
foxes, sheepe, lambe, conye, martin, squirrell, drc. 

Hempe ft flax doe more naturallie growe fheare than elae- 
wbeare, w«*> being verie well regarded might give greate profiaion 
for canvasae, cables, ooidage, and audi like requisites ibr shippinge, 
besidea the redd lynnen doth, ft all atoffii made of lynnen yarne, 
w*** is both fyner & more plentiiiill there than in all the rest of ' 
the kingdome. 

Materialls for buildinge — tymbor, stone, lyme«8tone, iiiate, and 
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flhiaif^ is affiiwiM in noite pts of the oonntne^ and the soyle » 
good fyt hriche and tjle. 

All matorialla fiw bnyldlnge ihippes (excited tane) is here to 
be had in greate plentie; Si, in countries neve adioTuinge, the 
goodliest & iaigest tymber in the woods of Clancunkene & Kil- 
ietroughe that meye he, & nuye compere w*^ any in his Ma*^** 
domynions, w*^** maye he easilie brought to the sea by the Lough 
Eagh & the river of the Ban. 

Ute firre nasts of all sorts maye be had out of lochabar 
in Sootlandy not fiurre distant firom the northe of Ireland, much 
niore eaidlie then lirom Norweye* 

Other sorts of wood doth afiiowide other manner of senrices — 
of pipe-stafes, hoggesheade-stafes, hoopen-stafea, clapboarde'- 
stafes, waynescott, soape & dyeinge ashes, glasse, is iron workes 
for iron & copper oare are there plentyfullie founde. 

The countrie is verie fitt fur honnye & waxe. 

Sea and Jiwer CommodiHei. 

First, The harber of the Derrie is exceeding good, & the 
roade at Portruahe & LoughviUe (not farre distant from the 
Derrie) toilerable. 

The sea-fishinges of that coaste are verie plentiful! of all 
manner of vsuall sea-fishes, especiallie herrings & eeles, there 
beinge yeerelie after Michaelmas, for takingc of herrings, above 
aeaven or eight score of sayle of his Ma*'^'* subjects & straingers 
for lottdinge, besides an infinitt nomber of botes for fishings de 
killinge. 

Greate & proffitable fishinges are in the next adjacent Isles of 

Scotland, where many Hollanders doe sitt all the Bomer season ; 

and doe plentifuUie vent theire fiahes into Spayne and the Strayg^ts. 

Much trane or fish oyle of scale, heiringes. Sec. nuiye be had 
vppon that coast. 

As the sea yieldeth verie greate plentie & varietie of sea iishe, 

eoe doth the coeste afibwrd abouodaunce of all kiode of sea fowls;, 

and the rivers greater store of ireshe fiahes then any of the riven 

of £ngland. 

ThMie be alsoe some store of good pearles uppon this coasCe, 
especiallie the river of Loughfinyle. 
Theis ooastes be reddie for trafliqiie w*>> Enghuid & Scotland, 
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and for supplie of provision from or to them ; and doth lye open 
& convenyent for Spayne 6c the Streighte, dc iittest 6c nearemt 
for Newfoimddlande. 

The prq/itt that London s/tall receive by thu Planiaetm, 

Iff mtUtitndM of umii wera Tmployed proportianablie to thels 
ooBKiditiM wh*^ might be thm hy theire indiutrie atteyned many 
thowNnds wolda be aett on worke to the gfeate aenrioe of the 
Kinge> atiength of his reahnea, advanoement of ser'all tiadee, A 
benifitte of the pticuler piona whome the infiuitt increasing^ 
greatenes (that often doth minister occasion of myne to ytselfe) 
of thb Cittie might not onlie conveniently e spare, but alsoe reape 
a singuler comoditie hereby, by easinge of an insupportable bur- 
then w*=^ so snrchargedi all the p*" of the Cittie, diatone trades* 
man can scarce live by another, w^^ in all probabilitie wolde be a 
meanes alsoe to free & p''serve the Cittie from infeccion^ & by 
consequence the whollo kinp^dome, w*^'' of necessitie must have 
recourse thither, which psons p( ^tc k d oi- clobeil vpp tuguuther can 
neither otherwise or verie hardiie avoyde. 

Adhuc the prqfitt that London shall receive by the tayde 

Plantacon. 

Theb coloniea maye be a msenes to vtter infinitt eomeditles 
liom London to fumisshe the whoU northe of Ifelaad Si Isles of 
Scotland, nf^ maye be tranipofted b^ measea of the riTer of 
Ben & Longhfoyle, into die Coontiee of Golran, DunnegaU* 
lyronne, Annagh, & Antiym. 

The Cittie of DuUyn beings desolate by the shm{^ter of the 
Eaaterlinges» who wim the aundent Inhabitants thereof was 
pfon by King Henry the Second vnto the Cittie of BrlstoU to be 
Inhabited, without any chardge to the Klnge, Bristol! did 
vndertake & p'&nned, whose posteritie doth there continue mto 
this daye. lliis plantacon thus p^'fbimed to the p'petuall prayse 
of Bristoll was not the least cawie of ctvilisinge & seeuiinge that 
p^ of the countrie. 

It were to be wished this noble precedent were followed by the 
Cittie of London in theis times, w*** soe much the more alacritie, 
as in abilitie & meanes they doe excell them, & soe niucli the 
rather thai the eumudities w^^^ the (cittie of Loudon hhaH reape 
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hmbj dolb fivra mrpMae the pvoffitt that woulde vedownde to 
BiktoU by th' otiber. 

And thtivTppoii the sayde Mr. WaideBi, togeather w*** the 
njde Ainateiita here anembledy admaedlie coosideriBgie, as weH 
of the aayde p''cept6 & nottrea or pvaiecte> as of the sayde 
prmted Booke, have accMdinge to the aayde p'cepte imminated 
Mr. Anthmy'Loda, Mr.ll?]ll»*Peiiiiyfather, Mr.WiU»- Millett, 
A Mr. Robert Johnaeii of this CkMBpanie, beinge thoughte to be 
men of judgement A experience, fitt to joyae w** the like 
nomber off fowre men of er'rie of the other Companiea of thia 
Gittie, amongest thenuelTes to consider of St aett dowse in 
wiytinge such reasons, orders, demandes & other circumstaunces 
aa are fitt to be remembred, required, or performed in the vnder- 
taking of soe worthie & ho^*^ an accon. 

And there\'ppon Certificate was made cV 'fivon to the Right 
Ho**^^- tlie Lord Maior, lu anawere of the furesayde precepte, as 
foUoweth. 

The form of Mr. Warden's x To the Right Ho^'^- S'- Humfrey Welde, 



Edmond Peshall, ft Tfmotfaie Batheiaty Wardena of the Gunpar 
nie of Grooeia, w*Mn the aayde Cittie. 

Aeooidinge to the tenor of 70^ Loidahipp'a p'eepte to va di- 
veelad, bearinge date the finrte of thia inatant Julie, wee, to- 
geather w^' certen of llie Aailataati of ow'- aayde CSompanie, 
haTtnge anembted o^aelvea, A nppon adviae & delibale oonai- 
. deracon had, aa well of the aayde p''cepte, ft of the coppie of 
the motivaa ft reaaooa to induce y« Cittiaeaa of thia CiMie to 
undertake a Phu&taeon in the northe of Ireland, aa alaoe of a 
piynted Booke oonteyninge a coUeocon of anchofdem ft eondieiona 
aa are to be ctbaarwed by the sayde undertaken vppon the diatri- 
bneion ci tiie eaehealed laoda in Ulater, latelie raodved by 
yo' Lardw firom the Lorda of liia Ma*** moat Ho^* PriTie Conn- 
sell, ft to the aayde p^cepte annexed, beinge read unto vs, we 
km nominated Mr. Anthony Loda, Mr. WiO""* Pennyfather, Mr. 

* tt ia rather-enriotts, that the Lord Mayor at this partioalar period, 
was Uaisalf a Grocer. 




Knight, Lord Maior of the Cittie of 
XiOndon.* 

The Certificate of va, Robert Coeka, 
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WiU»' Millett, A; Mr. Robert JohDwm, InoChon of tliu Cowpa^ 
nie, betnge by us thought to be men of judgem' ii eiq)er ien ce^ 
fytt to joyiie w*^ the like nomber of fiywre men of everie of the 
Cbmpaiues of ihii Citlie, amongeit themielvee to consider & sett 
downe in wrytinge, sneH reasons, orders, it demandes, other 
circumstannees as are fytt to be remembered, required, or p^innned 
in the vndertakinge of see worthie Sc ho^- an accon: HnmUie 
referringe the further consideracon thereof to yo^ good Lordshipp. 

JoHV Geote. 

26 July, 1 Lord Mayo''» precept aa to the Plantat" of Irdaad, 

1609. J was read this day to a Cowit or Gen' Assembly of 
the Conipuii) , as follows : 



you and other CompanieB, concerning a Plantation in Ireland, 
with an intent and purpose that " the Committee by you named 
** should hare conferred with his Ma*>'^'* Counsel of the reslme of 
** Ireland couoeming the same: But, by reason of mmb mis- 
** taking, the Committees of yo^* sev^all Companies made awn- 
" swere in writinge, before anye confenence4iad w^' his Ma^**^' 
" s** Counsell of Ireland, which was ill aooe|ited by the Lords of 
** his Ma^^* most ho. Privy Counsell, as hath been pnUicklye 
delivered at a lull assemhlye : Wheienpon, I and my brethren 
'* th* Aldermen, with the "advioe of divers of the chief commoners, 
" entreated Mr. Recorder to enforme the Lordes, that the 
'* answers formerly made, proceeding out of mistaking, and not 
" entent of any undntiful entent or purpose; and, therefoie, 
there was nominated fcut oonftrrence w*^ the Counsell of Ire- 
land, towching tiie matter projected,— Sir Thomas Bennett, Sir 
Thomas Lowe, Sir Leonard Hallydaye, Sir Henrye Rowe, Sir 
** James Pomberton, Mr. Bond, Mr. Lsate, Mr. Wbeler, Mr. 

Meggf , Mr. Greene, Mr. Sade, Mr. Rob«- Middkton, Mr. 
" Fox, Mr. Speringe, Mr. Qaxton, Mr. Creyford, commcoen, 
" to ireate and oonfiure conceminge the sayd Plantaeon, and to 
" make report to me and ray brethien tfa' Aldermen, what should 
** passe in tiiat conferrence, that such furtherance may be g>iven 
** to the accion in hand as the honor of such an offer deserve th. 
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N4Mr fonfumeh as the said Commyties, afW a faH and laige 
** conference had with the Counsell of Ireland, have receaved 
" Buche satisfaction, as well for the honour of the accion, the 
** good that may come to this kincdom and Cittie by the same/ 
** as the profit! tliat is likelie to ledu^vnd to the particuler adven- 
** turers as have given good encouragem' to the Committees vuid 
** others to become adventurers therein ; and Hbertie is also given 
" for further satisfaction, that all things shall be answerable to 
** that which is reported, that certen men be chosen and sent by 
** ns, to viewe the place, and make returne unto us ; soe that yf 
" it prove not conformable to that w^** be reported and proffitt- 
** able for the vndertakers, wee may be at h"l)prtie to leave this 
** vndertaking; anye thing now done nof^^'stanJing. Thei>e are, 
♦* therefore, in his Ma^'*'* name, to will and require you, upon 
Wednesday mom« next, to assemble in yo' Comon Hall all 
the Aldermen of yo'' Companv, ^ the fowre Committees by 
you formerly named, and all other, the Assistants, Liverv, and 
men of note of yo"" yeomanrye, by especiall summons then and 
there to understand and be enformed of the whole proceedings, 
&c" He further orders a book to be made of all their names, 
and what each would willingly contribute, in order that his 
Majy might be informed of the readiness of the City, and to the 
end that any of the Compy then absent with' proper exciue, 
might be fined for his oontempt, and afterwards dealt with aoeord- 
ingly. 

Deliberation having been had, a list follows of subscribers, be- 
ginning with Humphrey Weld Lord May''* £50, and a Certifi- 
cate of the result, directed to his Lordship. The whole sum 
suhecribed by the Citf was £20,000, of which the Gfooer's Com- 
pany paid, by instalments, their proportion of £1748. 

The definitiTO allotment of the lands did not take place nntil leir. 
the year 1617, as is manifbst from the following partlenlan ^Vh?^"* 
inserted in the Coinpany*s books.* lands. 



it 



« 



* " AtaCoortof Common Council convened soon afterwards, Mr. 
'* AkTenaan Coekayne, the GoTemor of the Irlih Society, represented 
to the Coert, and to the Masters and Wardens of all the sereral 

** Companies then astembled, that a dirision of the estates, whleb was 

** proposed to be made in Ireland* belosi^Dg to the Plantation, bad been 

" made into twelve parts, which "opre partinilnrh expressed on twelre 
** several sheets of paper, the same bein^; numbered from one to twelve 
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" A view of the proportion of the country lands allotted unto 
*' the right ^N orshipfull the Company of Grocers of London, made 
•« the 12th of February 1617. 

*' Mf MoffeSf aliai th€ Muffe, are utuate, 

*' One ttooA booM of one story, and half slated, conteimiig 
** from out to out, or witUn the walls, 36 feet in length, 20 feet 

in hreadth, having a flanker or outlet of stone of 12 feet 

square; the walls are 14 feet high. The shafts of the 
** chimneys, the door-cases, windows and coigns, both within 
** and -without the house, are made of free stone. This house 
** contained a kitchen, hall, buttery, and three iodgiug-cham- 
** hers, and hath four chimneys. 

** One other liouse of tho same materials and contents. 

" Two other houses conjoined, of the same materials and 
•* contents severally. 

•* The walls of two other houses conjoined, of the same 
•* materials, brout^ht up to the heighth of 10 feet, having timber, 
** lath, slate and lime in place for the finishing thereof. 

" One house of onn story, and half the roof slated, con- 
** taming witlmi t)ie wails 32 feet in length, 18 feet in breadth, 
** and 14 feet high, and hath 4 rooms & 3 chimneys.*' 

** Upon the Oregon* 

** One stone house of one story, and half the roof in slating, 
** containing without the walls 38 feet in length, 18 feet in 
** breadth ; the walls are 1 4 foet high, wliereunto is added, on 
** the one side thereof, 2 rooms for a butterj' and a milk-house 

of stone in form of fish-head. This house hath otherwise 

4 rooms with chimneys." 

** Upon Gortney, 

** One stone house of one story and n l-;;!!!!! slated, ('ontainin<^ 
within the Mralls 30 feet in length, 20 feet in breadth; the 

** inclusive; and that, answerable to those proportions, the Cunimiitee 
** for the Plantation had prepared twelve pieces of paper, each piece 
<« having one of tke afonsaid nambeis theretm, which were rolled aad 
*' tied up aevefally, like lota, each lot xeferriDg to lone one of the same 
" twelve proportioas of land ; which twelve lots were bfought into the 
Court, by the Governor, in a box by themsrlvcs." 

Cvnciae Vkw qf ike Iriith Se^tjff p^t 14- 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. U47 

** walls arc 10 feet high. It hath 2 rooius, 2 garrets and 
" chimneys." 

" All these houses stand within view of ^ch other." 

" Upon Belud, 

** One stone house, nut yet covered, of 2 stories and a garret, 
** containing within the walls, in length 42 feet, in breadth 
** 21 feet, whereunto is added a porch and stair-case of stone. 
*' The walls are 7 feet high. A hall, kitchen, pantry and a 
** parlour upon one floor, and, under the parlour, a cellar; over 
•* which rooms are intended to be made 1 0 other chambers, 
** gurrets and closets ; tlie roof, sLite and iiiue are ready for 

the covering thereof, and it has 4 chimneys*" 

** Upon the Momemft. 

** One stone house of one story and half slated, containing 
** wuhio tlie wails, in length 30^ feet, and in breadth 15^ fe( t ; 
** it hath 14 rooms and 2 chimneys. These two buildings iast- 
moitioiied are within a quarter of a mile of each other." 



*< UponMtdown* 

" One mill, with a house of stone and timber, are building. 

The stone and timber in the place." 

*' Upon Edenreagkmore. 

*' One stone house is to be boilded before Bartholomewtide 
next, by cm Andiew Rinningtham, Qent^ acoording to tbe 
*< corenants in that behalf made." 
N.B. The tenants of all tbe houses are named. 

To the preceding list is added a notice from the Governor and 
Committee of Irish Lands, requiring the speedy finishing and 

furnishing of a church hy this Company upon their proportion of 

land, for thi honour of God. It also eujoina the providing of 

sufficient arms arul powder for defence of the country. 

On thf! !(1 July 1619, is inserted a louir letter from a Mr. IG19. 

Mr Good 

Goodwyn of Londonderry, informing the Court that he had made y^y'^*^ j^j* 
Livery of Seisin of their manor to their proper use and behoof, in ter. 
presence of a competent numbor of witness; namely, to Mr. 
Freeman, tenant of the Goltiisiiiiths, for their pruportiOH, which 
next adjoined this Company's land, and James VaughaUy Gen- 
tleman, a tenant of the Fi«»hmongers proportion. As touching 
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thur BwKmy and Gattle, he addi, ** siicb m ike difficulties 

" aooonipanying this plantation, that take we never so sure and 
oiderlj coofse in our best jndgmenta for tbs execittaoii of our 
** aibirs, yet many times tlie success does not answer our care 
and travel ; for so it is, that a prodamation being published 
the last year, commanding the Irish to depart upon oertain 
** pain before the first of this month, and afterwards to be at 
" His Majesty's pleasure, that the most of them are fleed from 
•* oflF tho hind, to our great loss in rent and hindrance in build- 
** iiigs,whereiii tlu yse^^'ecl us a«i labourers, and to bring materials 
** in place ; our woiknu n, uUo, arc Ijiit few, of little skill, and 
** less honesty ; to whom, if we make any payment beforehand, 
•* they k'ci\e our work behind, and many times are, by unneigh- 
** hourly practices, enticed from us.*' He states, in continuation, 
that their timber-work is framed at Coleraine, and from thence 
brought throng-h some part of the sea into the river of Lough-foyle 
to their proportion; in which ]i:is^nj;e part of the Goldsmiths' 
fraiups, as well as theirs, had mificanied: yet thev had, notwith- 
fita]idii^^% 6nished the Barony and brought up flie ( "a>itle to the 
second tioor, and were in hopes to fimsh the whole before St. 
James's tide. 

Concerning the church, he stnfes that he had viewed and mea- 
sured the niins of the one they jtroposed to have repaired, which 
stood wuthin half a mile of their town, and found it to bo thirty-six 
feet in length, and eighteen feet in width ; and, on conferring with 
the inhabitants around, they seemed to be averse to its being 
restored as a church, as it was not large enough for the parish- 
ioners, and was too far from the town, subjecting, on that account, 
all who would repair to it to surprisal. They further objected 
that the site had only been " a burial-place for children dying 
** without baptism, and for such as had misdone themselves." 
That the paiish church of Faughan Vale, wherein the town lies, 
with most part of the Company's proportion, extended seven 
miles, or from the river of Faughan unto the couunon wood, 
a]on§f hy the lirer of Lough-foyle, in the midway whereof their 
town was situate, on the highway leading from the city of Lon- 
donderry to Coleraine, which rendered their town a more indiffe- 
rent situation for the parish church of Faughan Tale than the 
ruins mentioned ; and the parishionerB offisring, tfaere&te, tbem- 
selves rather to contribute towards building a church in the town 
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fbr its oraament, good, and conveniency, than have one in the 

place proposed. He concludes by advising the building of a new 
church in the town, sixty feet in length aiul twenty feet in 
breadth, the charge whereof to the Company would only bt; one 
year's rent. He adds that the Fishmongers, their next neigh- 
bours, had built a church in their town : in addition to which the 
inhabitanta had also repaired part of a monastery and left their 
parish church. The Drapers likewise had built a chapel of ease 
to their castle. 

This letter having been read, and its contents discussed, the 
Company voted the sum of £150 towards building a new church, 
as recon^nu nded by Mr. Goodwyii. 

In tlie year 1622 the Governor and Committee of the plantation lfii2. 
in Ireland, sent a number of queries to the Wardens of the f^^^^ 
Grocers* Company I insert the replies because they clearly shew Irish So* 
the particulars of the Company's possessions at that period. «*8ty» 

1. We have, upon our proportion of land in Ireland, builded 
a faire, stout, and substantial Castle, with a faire tower upon 

'* it of 12 feet high above the g^nmnd, well coped, and strongly 
** builded like the wall of a town of war, with loop-holes and 
** spaces on the top of the wall for ordinance or other piece* of 

defence. Also there are 34 subetantial and tenantablc houses, 
*' fully built and finiahed, upon our mid portum, inhabited b^ 

British tenants. 

2. " Our fireeholdeni* names are Detfereux ChiclUey Gent,, 
John Chiehkif Gent., John Wray Gent, Robert Qaodwyn 

" Gent., John Lewis Gent, & Elias Smyth Gent., all or nu*t 

of them, as we are informed, residing upon our said portion. 
'* The names of British tenants are Rich^ Onskin, Th^f' Da* 

vie, Taylor t Andrew Otnghcan, Walter A lipinog Jeremy 
** Rote, John Wyer Sen% John Wyer J^-, Franf- Burrell, 
^ John Todd, John Taylor, John JeUson, John Clerh, Edward 

Widetone, J^hn AppelUt, John Wnyht, Edward op Edward, 
*< Robert Haverleyp AicAf CSooAe, Ifr.Xewts, Mr. Woodrofe, 
*' Mr, Roney, John Todd, John Fowler, besides othezs, of 

whieh we have not yet received infinrmations of their names. 

3. We have in readiness, upon our said portion, 24 coisktts, 
«« 31 muslEets and caliyers, all oompletsly tbrnidisd ftr defence 
" of the country. 

4. Wo have erected and builded upon our portion a Faire 
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CHt7ECR. Hm Dmhi of Dwy ckiMlb to bo nelor Aereaf, 
wwomiBftmied; and that tenaatlttftdlilmned modi 
'* upon «iokMi]ig« ditching, and qaick-seiting our good pro- 
portion. 

5. " We have let our proportion unto Thomas Harrington 

** Gent", for the term of t54 years, yet to come, for the yearly 
•* rent of £\\6 : 13 : 4, who hath covtuaiitcd ^ith our Companv 
** not to let or set any of our said proportion to any tenant, but 
** unto Buch as were born within the realms of England or Scot- 
•* land and »hall take the oath of Allep:iance to his Majesty afore 
** their plantation there ; and conceinint?- the natives residing 
** upon our said portion, we will endeavour for their expulnioii 
** and su])plantation by dep^rees as soon as may be. We have 
** exjit'iidrd and disbursed in huildmgii, upon our said portioii of 
** land £2000, or near thereabouts, over and Insules £5000 paid 
by onr Company to the Chamber of London for our aaid 
** plantation. 

6. We iiave received for rents since the first aliotment for 
** our said plantation, £850. 

7. ** We have also received of Cap". Marcus Ochan, who is 
^' estated a freeholder of 2000 acres of land by the GrOTttUOr and 
" Committees of the said plantation, and holdeth of our manor 
" there, the yearly renft of £21 : 6 : 8, the which we yeaiiy paj 
" to the said Governor and Committees, aoeording to our co?e- 

naate in oiirawitnmoe from the laid Gofieniorai^ 

A particular of such Churches, Castles, Mills, Bameg, 
Houses of English building, British famUies, number qf 
British men and arms, that are upon th0 portion of lands 
belonging to the Right Worshipfull Company of GrocerM ^ 
Xondofiy January the 28M| Anno Domini 1622. 

OvB FAxn Chitrch new Imilt of atone and covered witli 
'* alaite» with pulpit, readmg aaat and oomnmaion taUe, and 
** many leate built therein by ihe pariabionen. 
« One auflieiflfit gnat mill. 
OvE FAiEB AVD BTROiTO Cabtlb, withalaigo and atrong 
" bar about it, with 4flankefa at each comer, eveiy flanker 
« being two atones and a half high, with a roof thoreon and 
alated at the top. 
Sixteen fair and atrong atone houaea, the moat oi them 
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*' having the door cases, windows, and chimneys, all of free 
stone, and all of them slated. 

One otlier house ; the walls and gable ends of stone, and 
" thatch on the roof. 

" Five timber-houses well built after the English form, besides 
" divers of the houses boill with copiers, and inhabited by th« 
English. 

Forty-four house keepers with their wives nnd families of 
British men, in all, between iBttB ages of 60 and 16, eighty 
and two persons. 

*• Twenty -five corslets conipleat, nineteen long pikes, five hal- 
berds, four brown biUs^ 33 full muskets, eight long pieoes, 
18 calivers with belts, head pieces, flasks, and touch boxes; 
100 swords, two horsemen's pieces, and 160 pounds of powder 
*' with a competency of bullets and 100 weight of lead, ready 
** opon way occasion.'* 

In the year 1625, his Migesty Charles I. ascended the i(!2.i. 
throne, Lord Wentworih was appointed Loid Lttutenant of ^''^'^^'^ ^* 
Ireland, and Dr. BramhaU, who was afterwards elevated to 
Che see of Derry, acoompaBied him as chaplain. 

In the beginning of hit Majesty's leign, Sir Thomas PhUUpi,* 
who aqppears to have entertahied hostile feelii^ against the Citi- 
sens of London, as undertakers of the plantation, transmitted to 
die King a Tident accusation t^painst them, charging them with 
« breach of the origmal articles and oonditioas, and urging his 
Uajesty to revoke tiie charter and sdse into his own hands the 
territories in Ulster : in addition to diis circumstance, various in- 
fermntknis were sent from Ireland, at the instigatioiL of Dr, 
Bramhallf against the dtisens, accusing them of crimes and 
misdemeaaoie, in consequence of which a writ of sequestratioa 
was issued, and the County of Londonderry seized into the 
King's hands. 

la 1631, the matter was submitted to the Hiph Court of Star 16S1. 

Chamber, who appointed Commissioners to examine into the par- f^e gH^***' 
ticulars, and the result was a sentence against tlie Londoners. Chamber. 
In 1632 the whole County of Londonderry was formally seques- 
tered and the rents levied for the King s use, Bishop BramhaU 

* Sir Thonas Phillips was Governor of Coleralae in 1611. lie made 
a mrvey of the plantation in 1628, which is preserved in Lambeth 
Palace. 
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being apiioiiited chief raceirer; and in lil34, the Court of Ster 
Chamber decided that the letten patent of Jtmet L ahonkl be 
brooght into court to be canoeUed. Commlaaioneni were ap- 
pointed for managing the eatatea and for entering into eontraete 
for leeaea with the tenantaon the phmtation, and, accordingly, die 
aaid Commiaaiooera made granta and demised of the manoni, 
tanda, and posseasiona belonging, aa well to the twelve chief Com- 
pany *a aa to the Iriah Society.* 

IMl. By the booka at the Heralda' CoDege It appeara tint on the 
return from Scotbmd of Charlet /. in 1641, he waa invited to 
dinner by the Corporation of London, on which occasion he pub- 
Hdy declared that he was much troubled at the judgment that 
had been gpiven for takinpf away his father's grant of the Irish 
estates, and he promised the City tliey should be restored. He 
accordingly ordered that the Irish Society and Companies should 
recover their possessions ; but the rebelHon afterwards breaking 
out, his Majesty's intentions were not fulfilled. 

1648. During the rebellion in Ireland in 1642, the City of London 

^J^*'?*"* sent four ships to Londonderry, with all kinds of provibiou, 
to London- , . , , , . 

derry in clothia^ , and accoutrements ; the Grocoi s t 'om]iany havmg, in 

provision jjj^ month of March, received a letter from the Lord Mayor 
" desiring this Company's care and provision for the furnishing 
" of Londonderry in Ireland with some ])ic( es of artillery, being* 
** in srreat dancrt r bv reason of the rt hr-Uion it was rrsnh od, 
th;it tliu W;ir(lciis should iiiquiro what the other Companies pro- 
posed doing, " and that they should have the power to do the 
" like." The twelve chief companiea contributed each, two 
pieces of ordnance. 

Revoea- In August the same year, the Mayor and Citisena of London, 
tion^the behalf of themselves and of the Gompaaiea, presented their 
thp Star petition to parliament, and, upon mature consideration had and 
^Ipwi^ taken of the judgment and aentence against the City, it waa voted 
in pariiament that the aentence in the Star Chamber waa unlaw- 



• The varioaa grants and agreeneiits were eagroased oa Tellun and 
regolarly signed. They were preserved anoag the reuHrds of the Irish 
Society till the fire which happened in the Irish Chamber in 1784, whea 

these important documents were damaged; the fragments, liowever, 
which remain are valuable and interesting as they establisli thf titles of 
the twelve ciiief compaQies to their maoonai town lands which are 
described bj name. 
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fid and nnjittt, that the Citbens of London, and all tfaoae againftt 
whom the judgement was so given, in the icire facias, shoold he 
diaehafged of that jodgement ; and that hoth the Citiiens of London, 
and tboee of the new phmtation, and all undei^tenants and all 
thoae pot out of poeaeasion, should be restored to the same 
estate which they were in before the said sentence in the Star 
Chamber. 

In 1655, daring the protectorate of Oliver Cromtvelly a Mr. itwj. 
SaitnderSj who was the representative of the Grocers* Company J?j|^^^n 
in the Irish Committee, communicated to the Court of Assistants 
the recommendation of the said Committee, " that agents should 
** be sent over to make formal claim to the lands at I^mdonderry, 
in Ireland, in ixjiiait of the Companies, which was well approved 
** of br the Court, and it was (»rdered and :»p])ointfd tliat the 
** writioLTS cniK't rning: th*; ( '<>nipanv's ]>rt>jMii ii(*n. he peruse<! 
*' and notice taken how tiie s-aaie was leased out, and the time 
'* yet to come thon in, and when the last rent was paid, and 
** whether anr r< nt !«• duo to the Conipanv, and inquiry made 
** how Ion? the tenant enjoyed the same or received the rent 
'* thereof after the sentence in tlie Star Chamber ^ That if the 
** Company's tenanti) shall chiini his interest therein, upon the 
recovery of the same, the dues to the Company may be called 
in qoeation." 

In the month of May in the same year, it was signified to the 
Court tliat whereas it has pleased Ht^ Highness the Lord 
Protector and his Council to restore the Companies unto their 
*^ former estates in Londonderry, and their lands and other their 
rights there, and that new letters patent arc to be issued forth 
for the consideration of tlie same, and CommissionerB sent over 
«« for settling these affairs,*' it was r^^quested that the Company 
would oontrihnte £50 towards defraying the charges to he in- 
curred in carrying the resolution of the Council into eiect ; which 
was immediately done. Letters patent were accordmgly granted, 
in which the Protector restored the Irish Society as originally 
ordained, and conferred on them the same rights as they enjoyed 
under the charter of James /. In August 1658, the Society 
in virtue of the above letters patent, made new conveyances to the 
twelve chief Companies of their respective proportions of land in 
Ulster. 

2 a 
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No rtnt hating been paid for the e«Ute to the Ckjmpnny for 
many ye«i, «nd ** on* Mr, Harrington, who pretends to an in 
« tomt in the leiM th«eof firom this Company, having gone 
" over to ooUeet lente and anreara," the Conrt appointed a« their 
agent iMutenatU'Colwel TrUtram Ber^ford, who being 
furnished with a power of attorney, waaaent to Ireland to look 
after their intereMi. The following letter received from him in 
Novemher 1668, will afford lome idea of the state of the Com- 
pany's affairs in Ireland at that period* 

«* To tht WmhipfuU th» MfUter and Wardens of the 

Grocers' Company: 

" Right Worshipfiill, 

«« According to the power and authorltie hy you given unlo 
« me, I came upon the lands in the County of I/mdondeny^ and 
" there called the tenants together and read to them the letter «f 
♦* attorney unto mc given. I found in them a general oppoaitioa 
" agaiust me, and not only by the tenants but hy the ^agent left 
" by Mr. Harrtiujtan, who had particular orders not to pay me 
■ " one penny, soe tliaL i was forced to go roundly to worke with 
" them» and begin with Mr. Harringtons agent, one Mr* Paul 
Brasher, taking his dijitress©, making him and the rest a 
little tamer; to bee short 1 got up £10U from them and thil 
account from the agent which is as followeth :— 

£ 5. </. 

** The whole rent of your proportion, from the 
'* 16th October 1654 till May 1668, is, besides 
" the arrears of the freeholders 451 0 0 

Paid in contribution to the said time and the 

«* collectors fees 200 16 0 

Paid by Mr. Harrington 37 14 0 

Expended in proseeatii^ the claims of the firee- 

" holdera • 16 0 0 

** Sent you herewith a bill of exchange, payable 
by the Treasurer of the Army, at twenty days' 
« sight ■ 97 ^ 

£461 P 0 
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Thfa should hm been £100, but th« carrying of it up to 
" Dublin and the exchange of it thenoe took up the £2:10. 

Thttf I have givoD you a lektion how I found things, and 
** what I have done. 
" Now I will give you my advioO) but take your own lesoln" 
tione in doing what aeenu best in your judgments. Your 
'* tenants are in a rery unsettled condition. Leases they have 
** none; then you may iinapinc what kind of houses they live 
** in. There is very much land m Ireland wiiite, and if these 
" few tenants o{ yours go off your land, as it is hazardous they 
** will if a speedy course be not taken to settle them, your land 
** will not be planted again in hiiste. My advice is that you 
** either settle Mr. Harrington again in your land, or else eject 
" him by a legal course of law, or else purchase him out, the 
" last of which I conceive may bo the best way; for what with 
** his an oars which ho is owing before the rebellion, and his 
*' arrears since, I conceive some small sum may doe it, which, 
" if you compasse, I will (making me a lease of the said pro- 
" portion for sixty-one years) pay you Mr. Harringtoiis rent, 
" which is £138 a-year, over and above all fees and contribution, 
** and haply give you something towards the buying out of Mr, 
** Harrington. 

" Of this and other your resolutions I pray, with as much 
" speed as coonreniently you may, let me receive yonr resolution 
and commands, and by the next post pray let me receive an 
«« acquittance or receipt for this £100, now sent unto you by bill 
*< and in expense; soe takes leave 

" Your very hmuHe servant, 
'* Dublin, this 26 October, TaiSTftAU BsaBSFOKD. 

« 1658.*' 

About the time this letter was received, Mr» Harringtpn 
applied to the Company ibr a lease of the estate; but the consi- 
deration of his propeial was postponed, and Mr. Bereeibrd oon- 
tinned to act as the CSompany's agent. 

At the restoration of King Charlet the Second, the City of 1662. 
London, to make sure of the possession of the estates, petitioned ^e^'^ge. 
the Crown for a reversal of the judgment given against their fi^t oond. 
letters patent; but, as it Was thought that the proceedings neces- 
sary to he adopted in this reqieet would be tedious, the King 
proposed to grant a new charter, which should embrace all the 
possessions and rights the City and the Companies originally 
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: and aoooidinicl.v, on the l(Mh of April 1662, letten 
patrat were made out, which contaiaed, widi Teiylit^ attention, 
all the clause*} of the tirst charter of James the First, and tiraft 
the title of the Hrocers' Company to their estate was fiiUy con- 

1001. In .hmo \ f\64 ihv U arJens received the following note firom 

fronTlhe tiovej nor of the Irish Society 

IriiUi So- 

" To the Master and Wardens of the Company of QrootTM ; 

** by the So( U ty fur the Irish Plantation. 

** \Vh«>roa,s the Right Hcmourable tlio Lord Chancellor of 
*• Enpl;in<i was heret(»fore plcjuscd to declnro that it \v;is t xjjf'ctcd 
'* hy His Miijcsty tlial eBpecial care should be taken by those to 
whom we granted any estate in the lands and other things, in 
Ulster in the kingdom of IreUuid, then lately grantc<l and 
** confirmed to by His Majesty's letters patent under the great 
** seal of England, and that the English be therein preferred; 
and that such ministers as we aboold present to any liring or- 
-qNritual promotions should be able and orthodox divlnos, and 
certified so to be hy the Lord Bishop of Londonderry for the 
** tune being: Now, forasmuch as we tiave lately conveyed to 
** yonr Company a considerable quantity of the iands and pie^ 
miiea so granted, we thought it Tequisite to acqnaiot yon 
therewith, to the end that, as wett in yonr preeentmentB as 
« «Ibo in grantingfny estate in the lands and premiees so con^ 
** veyed nnto yon, yon may have respect thereunto and observe 
*' the same, as yon will answer the oontraiy. Dated at Gnildhall, 
** the 7th of June 1664. 

** By order of the said Socie^, 

John Sprackling, &c." 

1076. In 1675 the Company being gteally embanassed in its ciicum- 
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T'^ Uk^to ^ account of the Ibiced loans, which had never been 

Mr. Fineh. ttifM, and of the losBes incurred by the great fiie of London,* 
came to the determination of raising a sum of money to relieve 
theur immediate wants, by granting a long lease of their Irish 
estate fn a fine inhand, and at a triling rent. AdvertiBements for 
tenders were circulated, and the result was that they dennaed the 
lands to Mr. George Finch, for a period of tUrtj-one years from 
AHhallowtide 1676, at a rent of £10, and a fine of £3600. 

* See pages 20 and 116. 
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In 1689 the Company's posaeisioiis in Ireland were plsoed fai xg89. 
jeopardy the siege of Lmidonderry, which lasted 105 days, Siege of 
and which, after the rebele had been beaten off with enonnous derry. 
loee, left the city almost in ruins, and the inhabitants in a 'state 
of extreme distress.* At this juncture, Mr. George Walker,^ 
who with such courage and constancy had conducted the defence, 
applied in person to the Irish Society for a contribution to 
relieve his suffering fellow citizens. This naturally induced the 
Society to address the twelve Companies of London, as the most 
interested in the prosperity of Ireland; and the result of the 
application waa, a gift of £100 from each of them. This had the 
desired effect of inducing those who had abandoned the city to 
return and build their houses again. 

The tenant, Mr. Finch, dying about this period, his ^vidow 
addressed the Company by letter, in Oc tobor 1693, stating that 
in consequence of the cstnfe ha\'ing been devastated, and the 
houses upon it burned during the defence of J^ndonderry, she 
would be totally ruined, unless the Company granted her an ex- 
tension of time on her lease ; which being considered, the Court 
resolved to add seven years to her term. 

A Mr. Connolly, haTUig putchaaed from the Finchee their 
interest in the lease, made an arrangement with the Company, 
by which their Irish estate Mi'as let to him for 61 years, and three 
lives, firom the 10th of October 1760. Mr. David Babington, 
law-agent to the Irish Society, afterwards bought the lease of the 
Connolly family ; and, at the expiration of the third life, which 
was that of his late Majesty Gecvge III. testified great anxiety 
that a new term shoald be granted to him, which the Company 

• ** Of seven thousand live hundred men regimented in Derry, four 
" thousand three hundred only remained to be witnesses of this deli- 
*' Teraace; aad id these more flian one diottsaad were incapable of 

serviee. Tin wretched spectres had scaroely lasted food, when they 

had the hardiness to march in quest of the eneaiy; and some few men 
" were lost by adventuring too boldly on their rear guard. They retired 
" in vexation to Strabane, having lost e\^ht thousand men by the sword, 
** and by various li-nrdurs, in a siege of one hundred and five days." — 
Leland's Uutory t>J Ircktnd. 

t Mr, W^er, su justly faawaslbr his defeace of Derry, (when Imu^, 

the Oorernor, would have saneadeted it to KhgJMnetf) was a Clergy- 
" ma:^, and Rector of Donougbmore, near Derry. He reoMTod the thanks 
" of Parliament and a gift of £5,000 fur his valour, aad WaS created D.D. 

by the University of Oxford in 161)0."— i^errtsiM. 
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decUiMd gnmtiiig. Hm •jrstom of undArkttiiig in Irehnd 
hning gmi riia to geii«nl and wdl-fimaded «oiii|i]aiiifa, lihe 
CSourC of Aiibtamte reaolTed to do all In tlMir power to ame- 
liocate the cofiditlmi of thjB oooiipien of tlie aofl, by omMing 
tlioBi, witfaoat reference to tlie nocB or less qnantity of knd 
•thejroitody to hold immediatolj horn the Coaipony. When 
the eotate waa snirendered op they proceeded to carry their pro- 
ject into efiSact : landa hafe siaee been encloeed; the town of Muff 
rebnilt, with every attention to the wants and coinfi>its of the 
tenanta ; achoob hare been established, and all Ae pctblic esta- 
bllshmentB in the vieinity» whslher Ibr the improrement of the 
mind, or th^ relief of the bodvin sicknoss. have been mnm^(^ut\v 



Galway, and Tipperary. This is Known oy tne appignanon oi iLrasisos 
Smith's Charity. The Company ^ave the Governors of it, in 1810, ft 
piece of ground, aot exceeding two acrra, near the church, at Muff, for 
a school. 
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